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A vjK'-i l.i-iin;: i<* .injutv i*' an 

AMiaiiu’a (ll'-avi-n .uj»l ranh ‘•hall j)a<s 
a«-av. I'UJ iiiv 'hall not pav^ away — 

Mill wiv ;si "amt lulauam (pio- 
u a- III piij .111(1 .i a-i ill lai) i' the 
anth"i 'ij jK-.Jih live ilidti'.tiiil Ahhaniias, 
••1 whi'h 'MiIn a lew have hi-t-n ‘.l•l(•l•l(•ll. 
rile hijdk 1' m< .ml i«»r .in Mn^'li'-h icathT 
an.l the Alih.iJii,'.!' uhuh i onlain nn'ilmlo- 
al and «t;h< i t< h.ivc litcii 'jti’clallv 

av(»i(icfl ."pint 'it lh<- .Mihaii.^a" ratluT 
than htci.il ti.m'l.iticin i- .titm-d at Tin* 
lii-ad' yj\<n in the nidc\ -h'liild In* t.ikcn 
nndi j '•jiiiiinal lii;Jii I'ln-i- .Milian.ija' .in* 
d(V<»uth- -un^' in .ill the (nuniiic' when* 
Marathi i' -jutkcii and a priMMi •'in.iiini,' 
them i". .is it wcic, ( h.inncd with tln in. 
■J'hfir lanipi.'i.nc i- '<i siinjdc. s(, pdl (,j hvauti- 
fnl thoiif^hts and '<> unparalleled in point of 
jioetie diction tli.il it is a womler Iiow Saint 
Tnkarain, wJio lia»l received very scanty 
edmaition, (*onld have bet*n the author of 
th».*ni. Truly can it lie said that the Saint 
was (iof]-insj)inal. 
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A SHORT SKETCH Ol* THE 


SAINT'S Lll'l- 

Inl.it.tni «.«•• Ii<iin ni ;ii 

HHjii. .1 j* w Jiojij 

Jl<- v.;i- .1 fj '<in anil <li vminjj nl 
liail S' '11 ^.iiitiii in lu" lainiK l*ir ‘•cVi ii ^I'lir- 
i.ijion*- jiir\i< 1- 111 lunt It i- tlii' -pirimal 
law tliai a .''I'liii JiaMiisi ni' Sail 

inij>ii‘''icin'' ,>>: 'tunil in )iii\’iiiu- Sirtlw 
i" l)i»ni m a lainih li.ivinj^ -nnilar rliarartfi- 
i'tii-. A" a man ilnnkt ih '•h In- ln'iiumTh. 
It i" ~aj<i oi >aiiri i ukaram 'liaT hr, in his 
prrviiiiis iiirili. was tJi*- yiraT s.iml Naimlrn 
wild had swnni 1 <» '•Mlipnsr iijlr hinidi'rd 
rrnrr Al>)ianf,'as, of whii h a i rnrr was h-ft. 

In natnvr wr lind that likr jinuliuas 
likr. A nian^jo tr«‘r l>rinf4> Inrth inantjofs 
and a rnst? one rosrs. Sumniim’s it is sfon 
llial jxTsons nf fii'nins or of rxtraordinavy 
slifiigtli arc! horn of <»rdjnary jianiiits ; bill 
tlial is diK* to tln-ir Jiavinj^ dom* laMiain 
actions in jiast hinlis wliicli made their 



surrounding atmosphere adverse. In spito 
of that thev cut their wav through and 
prove to their mettle. Saint Tnkaram’s^ 
atmosphere was to some extent unfavourable 
in ha\'iDg a wife quite of the opposite nature 
and in coming in contact nith some persons 
who persecuted him to their utmost capacrn*. 
At fourteen he was married but his first 
wife being asthmatic, his parents got him 
married a second time in 162^ at the age 
of sixteen- The following year he lost his 
parents and his eldest brother, whose wife 
being dead, went on a pflgrimage. In 
consequence the burden of the whole family 
fell upon the saint's shoulders. About 1629 
a great famine fell when the saint became 
insolvent. His first wife and all his cattlo 
died of star\-ation. So the saint, being 
severely hampered on all sides, was ven“ 
much disgusted uith this worldly life and 
used to retire even* now and then to a hilL 
three or four miles from his residence and 
there pass his time in meditation and prayer^ 
He became so much absorbed in himself 
that he never cared for his food and other 
bodilv wants. His second wife had to take 
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his meal to that place. Ik-ing of an e.\citabU^ 
and rough nature and very much annoyed 
at her hu.sband’s conduct , she often slandered 
him to his face but the equanimous saint 
never uttered a single word in return. He 
bore it all verv patiently and his wife, 
though having a very whimsical tempara- 
ment, never swerved an inch from her duties 
towards her husband. Sometimes she had 
to go without food and water own for a 
day or two as she never took them unless 
her husband had partaken of them. 

A gurvi (pronounce fi as in put) is one 
who has realised his own self and is an adept 
in spirituality. He initiates his disciple with 
spiritual principles and makes him realise 
his own self. No amount of books or lec- 
tures will make one perfect in spirituality 
unless one learns the essentials of it from an 
experienced guru. A fertile ground and 
best seed alone can produce good crop, so 
a well prepared disciple can realise his own 
self from an experienced guru. A guru is 
not to be searched for but he meets visiblj'' 
or invisibly a person who is well prepared 
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lor initiation. Innumerable instances of 
these sorts Can- be given from Indian history 
and mythology. Saint Tukaram received 
in a dream his spiritual instruction from 
his guru. The saint himself has described 
this incident in his Abhanga 3874 as follows : — 

One early morning while going to the 
river for my usual bath, I met on the way a 
reverend person who asked for a little quan- 
tity of ghee. I, being in total oblivion, 
could not grarit his request and afterwards 
was very much grieved ' at heart for not 
being of any use to him. He gave out his 
name as Babaji, a disciple of Raghava 
Chaitanya, who in turn was the disciple 
of Keshava Chaitanya. Thus giving ,his 
spiritual lineage, he ‘placed his hand upon 
my head, initiated me on Thursday morning, 
loth January 1633, with the secrets of devo- 
tional prayer and disappeared. Similarly 
while once in a dream, the great saint Namdeo 
and his God Vithoba inspired me to compose 
Abhangas. All these facts bear out the 
truth that mental ground must be w'ell 
prepared before its receiving the seed Of 
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spiritual advice. Lives of modern saints 
like Ramkrishna Paramahansa, Vivckananda, 
and Ram Tirtlia are sufiicient to pro\'o the 
same truth. 

Tlie saint’s fame spread far and wide, 
and Shivaji, the founder of the iMaratha 
Rmiiirc, wished for his interview. The kinp^ 
was so much struck witli the sight and 
teacliings of tlie saint tliat he was about to 
renounce his kingdom and family and to 
go in a forest to lead a devotional life, but 
after great importunities to the saint by 
Jijabai, the king’s mother, Shivaji was 
preaclied the theory of clutt' and had to 
return to his kingdom. The saint was 
offered presents consisting of jewelry, costlj- 
dress and landed propert}'^ but he refused 
them all with great courtesy. 

The greatest miracle of the saint was 
his passing awa}'^ from this world to heaven 
in his bodily form. Is it possible ? The 
only answer is nothing is impossible to a 
man of an iron will. (If ye have faith as a 
grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this 
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mountain, Remove hence to yonder place : 
and it shall remove : and nothing shall be 
impossible unto you — M. xvii. 20). The 
phenomenon was witnessed by thousands 
of persons. He intimated to all his relations 
and friends that he was to leave this world. 
They all gathered , round him on the bank of 
the Indrayani and while praj’^ers were going 
on he bowed to them all, raised himself in 
the air and disappeared in the sk}* on 
Saturday morning, 9th March 1650. 

From innumerable instances of passing 
away from this world in bodily form but in 
different ways, those of saints- Kabir and 
Xanak are on historical record. In 1518 
Saint Kabir at the age of hundred and one 
ordered his disciples to prepare a bed of 
roses and he slept over it with a blanket on. 
After a while when the disciples took away 
the blanket, they found nothing but the bed 
of roses. MTien Saint Xanak, who founded 
the Sikh religion by uniting the Hindus 
and the Muhammadans, passed away in 1539 
at the age of seventy, there was a dispute 
between the two sects to perform his 
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•obsequies, the former in favour of burning him 
while the latter for burying hiin. When 
they took away the piece of cloth over his dead 
body, they were amazed to see no body there. 

Lives of great men all remind us 
Wc may make our lives sublime. 

And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time ; 

Footprints which perhaps another, 

Sailing over life’s troubled main 
Some forlorn and shipwrecked brother. 

Seeing may take heart again. 


— [Longfellow.) 




INSPIRATIONS 

OF 

SAINT TUKARAM. 


Prayers: 

1. 0 God, may not evil* thoughts ever 
arise in my mind. Now make me behave 
in such a way that I should always dwell 
upon your feet. May this innermost desire 
of mine be successful by your grace. Saint 
Tukaram : There is notliing more advan- 
tageous to me than this. (933).t 

2 . O God, oblige me only with making 
me forgetful of my own bodily e.\istencc. 
Then and then only I shall have peace of 
mind and it is well, 0 God, that I have 
come to know this point. My mind with 
all its tendencies should be incessantly 
focussed at 5 'our feet. Sever m}- connection 
with hope, fear, anxiety, shame, hankering 
and anger. I have to ask J only two things 

* Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil : 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glorj’. 
for ever. — M. vi. i3=St. Matthew, chapter vi, verse 13. 
t These numbers refer to those given in the Marathi edition 
published by the Xirnaya Sagar Press, Bombay. 

} Ask, and it shall be given j'ou : seek, and yc shall find ; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. — Jl. vii. 7, 
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5- 0 Ggd, I am thirsting to meet you ; 
I await day and night to see you in visible 
form. My mind is in the same state as that 
■of a Chakor bird (said to subsist on moon- 
beams) which looks to the full moon for 
maintenance. My state is just like that of 
a newly married wife who eagerly expects 
an invitation from her parents for the Diwali 
holidays. A hungry child cries and cries, 
and expects to see its mother. ' Saint Tuka- 
ram ; *I am also hungry like tlie child and, 

0 God, come running and show me your 
beauteous form. (6o6). 

■6. I may not get food to eat or have no 
issue but let God have mercy on me. Thus 

1 advise myself and also others,' Let this 
body of mine decay or difficultiesf befall me, 
but the mind should ever be fixed on God. 
Saint Tukaram ; • Everything in this world 
is perishable and the remembrance of God 
only does us. good, (1916). 

7. J I know all my failings but the mind 
being uncontrollable I am helpless. O 

♦ God be praised that to believing souls Gives light in 
darkness, comfort in despair. — Sh. 

-f Sweet are the uses of adversity ; Which, like the toad, 
ugly and venomous, Wears yet a precious jewel in his 
head. — Sh. 

t Who by repentance is not satisfied Is nor of heaven nor 
earth ; for these are pleased : By penitence the 
Eternal’s wrath’s appeas’d — Sh. 
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your form ajul sweet is your name ; give 
unto me everlasting love for you. 0 God, 
tlic «)nly boon wliicli I ask of you, is tliis tliat 
my lieart should be a dwelling-place for t'ou. 
Saint Tukaram : O All-merciful, nothing 
more I ask of you ; * all mj' h.ijipincss lies in 
worshijiping j’our feet. (836). 

11. O God, t make mo lazy in cnjojdng 
the objects of the senses and give me strength 
to sing your name. Only this earnest praj’er 
of mine should be heeded. Make me dumb 
but in singing in praise of you. Saint 
Tukaram : My eyes should ever be directed 
towards your feet, otherwise I prefer to be 
blind. (919). 

12. O All-merciful, give unto me the 
faculty of clear discerning, whereby I can 
emancipate myself from this material bondage 
and shall remain for ever at your feet in 
heaven. % Let my speech give out tnie de- 
votion to 3’ou. Saint Tukaram : O God, 
dwell in my heart for ever. (934). 

• Whosoever will s.avc liis life shall lose it ; and whosoever will 
lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what is a man 
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul ? Or- what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul ? — M. xvi. 25, 2O. 

"t Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation : 
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. — M. 
xvi. 41. 

i Every idle word that men shall speak, they shall "give 
account thereof on the day of judgment. — M. xii 36. 
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action is all-powerful. Nobocl>’ can evade 
its effects.* (642). 


Affection. 

1 0. t People gather round a man in pros- 
perity. None will be of use to liini at the 
time of death. In old age his strength will 
be sa])pcd. his nose and eyes will flow with 
dirt, and liis wife and children will try to 
avoid him. His wife would wish even his 
deatli for having spoiled the whole liousc with 
spitting. Saint Tukaram : None will be 
ours except the Almighty. (627). 


Association. 

17. JThe association of a thief changes our 
mind whidi desires to steal even a rag in 
sight. The company of a debauchee even 
for a moment makes our mind run after 
women. So do not be too much after 

• Therefore all things whatever ye would that men should 
do to you, .do ye even so to them. — SI. vii. 12. 
t When Fortune, in her shift and change of mood, Spurns 
down her late bclov’d, all his dependents. Which labour'd 
after him to the mountain’s top. Even on their knees 
and hands, let him slip down. Not one accompanying his 
declining foot. — Sh. 

} What viler thing upon tlic earth than friends Who can 
bring noblest minds to basest ends. — Sh. 




s 


material pleasures and remember God for 
ever. Fetters of married, life should be 
broken and a liking for singing in praise of 
God should be cherished. Saint Tukaram : 
The onl}' thing udiich I want to tell 3’'ou is 
to never forget God. (321-7). - 


Celibacy. 

18. ■ Simpty avoiding the contact of a 
woman is not celibac}^ but to boot it consists 
*ih keeping awa5* from mind all lustful 
thoughts. Hankering, the breeder of sensual 
d^ires and fear, should after aU be aban- 
doned defiantl}^ fThe buffeter with all sorts 
of difficulties is reall}^ brave. He nips 
them in the bud. . Saint Tukaram : It is 
nothing but polluting the power of speech 
if I speak in praise of what is false. (2542). 


Character. 

ig. A chaste woman, is alwa5's cheerful 
and a talk on debaucher}* stings the con- 
science of an unchaste woman. Fie upon 
failings : onl}' pure character deser\’es 

* That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her 
hath committed adultery with her already in his heart. 
— ^il. V. aS. 

^ 'Tis' better playing with a lion’s whelp. Than with an old 
one djnng . — Sh. 
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i\ltontion in tliis world. A virtuous in;in 
onjoys nijlliolo^ical storic.*;, wliilo a vicious 
one is annoyed at licarini' tliein. *A brave 
man is full <if enthusiasm in a battle, while 
a coward shuns death at such an occasion. 
In course of time, jnue f^old does not 
lose its brii'htness, while an alloy turns 
black. Saint 1 'ukaram ; A true diamond 
remains adamantine even though hammered. 
( 311 /)* 


20. C'onhrring obligations upon others 
is virtue and jHTsecuting others is sin. Trutli 
is religion and falsehood is an evil action. 
Remembering (iod’s name leads to spiritual 
elevation and forgetting it causes downfall. 
The company «)f the virtuous is heaven and 
that of the vicioixs is hell itself. Saint 
Tukaram : fit is quite jilain in what our 
benefit or ruin lies, and it is to our good to 
follow the proper course. (2513). 


• Tlicri" iin> HO triclw in plain an«I siin]>If failli : Hut liollow 
men, like horses hot at lianil, Make gallant show and 
promise of their mettle ; But when they slioiiUl endure the 
bloody spur. They fall their crests, and like deceitful jades, 
Sink in the trial. — Sh. 

t In manners, .is in shape, thy blood and virtue Content for 
empire in thee, and thy goodness Share with thy birth- 
right I Love all, trust a few. Do wrong to none : be able for 
thine enemy Rather in power than in nse ; and keep thy 
friend Under thy own life’s key ; be check’d for silence, 
, But never tax’d for speech. — Sh. 
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Charity. 

21. * Food should be given in charit}'^ to- 
all beings but wealth only to the deserving. 
Seed should be sown in a ground where it 
will grow. Doing good to the undesendng 
brings on evil as giving milk to a serpent 
increases its poison. Counting beads with 
an evil intention onty adds to one’s miser}'. 
Earth is the same ever}^vhere but the degree 
of its excellence depends upon its quality to 
produce. Saint Tukaram : So every action 
should be done with careful thought as even 
a good dish unmixed with salt is tasteless. 

(3140) • 


Company. 

22. t A virtuous person in compan}’^ of a 
vicious one becomes spoiled as a diamond in 
contact with a bug often breaks. The pure, in 
company of the impure even for a moment, 
lose their purity. Gold in contact with 
solder is undervalued and its price is lessened, 
by millions. As dainty dishes when mixed with 

* Thine alms ma3* be in secret; and thy Father which 
sceth in secret Himself shall reward thee openlj*. M vi. 4 . 

•f For in companions That do converse and waste the time 
together. Whose souls do bear an equal yoke of love. 
There must be pcedsa like proi>ortion of lineaments, of 
manners, and of spirit. — ^Sh. . , 
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poison become filial, so the virtuous are 
spoiled by the vicious. Saint Tukaram ; 
I say sincerely tliat it is belter to liavo tJie 
comiiany of tlie good : the company of the 
vicious will never free us from the recurrence 
of birth and deatli. (32^0)- 


Devotees. 

23. * Devotees of God arc brave ; ei’en 
the God of Death falls at their feet. Their 
rcntling the air witli loudly uttering the name 
of God burns mountains of sins. Unbreak- 
able arrows in the forms of compassion, 
forgiveness and equanimity arc in their 
hands. Saint Tukaram : They alone are 
mighty on the face of the earth. (2059). 

24. A devotee has no effect upon him of 
his past or present actions or of actions done 
in previous lives. He realises that God pei- 
vades all animate as well as inanimate things. 
A devotee of God is never affected by pure 
or impure things, f All his actions are direct- 
ed by God. Saint Tukaram : There is no 
difference between God and a devotee. (2081). 

A heart unspotted is not easily daunted. — Sh. 
t Lo. I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world 
. iil, x.'cviii, 2a 
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Devotion. 

25. Stories of battles are pleasant to hear, 
iDut actual fighting involves great hardships. 
In the same manner devotion to God is like 
bread fixed at the end of an impaling stake. 
A staunch follower of it is brave and rare. 
He, who is only after nourishing his body, 
is a slave of the objects of the senses ; how 
can he attain God ? Saint Tukaram : * In order 
to secure immortal bliss, one has to forego 
material pleasures. (2508). 

26. Our liking to God should be as firm 
as the attachment of a wife to her husband 
or the longing of a Chakor bird for the 
moon ; then we shall have no recurrence 
of birth and death. A famine-stricken 
man eats even a coarse diet with relish ; a 
thirsty person drinks water with satisfaction 
and a lustful person, giving up fear and 
shame, fondles a woman with heart and soul. 
Saint Tukaram : Thus should be our devotion 
to God, fthen the Almighty will enable us 
to cross this ocean of worldly existence. (3061). 

* Everyone that has forsaken houses, or brother, or sister, 
or father, or mother, or wife, or ebiidren, or lands, for 
name’s sake shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit 
everlasting life. — ^M. six. 29. 

t Ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake : but 
he that endureth to the end shall be saved. — M. x. 22. 




Difficulties. 
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Disciple. 

29. O God, give unto me such a disciple 
vrho is expeit in spiritual knowledge, * excel- 
led in the purit}* of heart and devotional love 
incarnate. A^'ho is well-versed in ail these, 
in him alone dweDs dispassionateness. Saint 
Tukaram : I shall prat' God to avert ail 

etil influences against such a disciple. {4201). 


Egoism. 

30. If the parents are cruel, children are 
not happt* in their company. None derives 
any happiness on an impaling stake of sandai- 
tvood or in fetters of gold; thet' are des- 
trot'ers of life. Saint Tukaram : tlf anybody 
is pufled up tvith pride of knowledge, his 
egoism leads him to hell. (252S). 

31. 1 Egoism leads to destruction. It 
mak^ one tell a lie and commit suicide. 
It, being censurable, should be discarded. 
He, who is not swat'ed bt' it, is reallt* blessed 

• Biased are rce prsre i- heart for ther shall see God. — yi. :v. S. 
f Blessed are the rseek : for thev shall iaherit the earth. — 
M.t.5. 

t Plisg atrav arabitroa : By that sin fell the aagels ; '~o~ 
Etan, then, the traage of his llaher, ho^ to tria 
liyit?— Sh. 
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Ethics. 

34. What do we lose in honouring a 
woman as our mother, in not spreading 
slanders about others or in not desiring 
others wealth ? Will it cause any labour to- 
remember God while sitting at rest ? If we 
believe in the teachings of the saints, are we 
put to any expense ? Does it require any 
trouble or money* to speak the truth ? Saint 
Tukaram : God can be attained f by these 
means and no other effort is required. (2400). 

35. Be thoroughlj?^ honest in earning 
money and dispassionately spend it with 
great discretion ; then you are sure to 
attain great happiness and after death to be 
born again in a rich and virtuous family. 
Be obliging, Jdo not slander others and 
have no lust for other women. . Be kind to 
aU beings, protect cattle and give water to 
the thirsty in a desert. Be equanimous, do 
not show illness to any person and increase 
the greatness of your ancestors by your 

* God and good men hate a foul liar.— Sh, 
t Strong reasons make strong actions. — Sh. 

J ’Tis slander. Whose edge is sharper than the sword; whose 
tongue outvenoms all the worms of Nile : whose breath 
Rides on the posting rvinds, and doth belie All comers of 
the world : Kings, queens, and states, Maids, matrons, nay, 
the secrets of the grove Ibis viperous slander enters, — Sh, 




»7 

uprijilit cliar.'ictrr. Saint 'rnkarain : pK'havijip 
llius leads one to attain the eternal Miss 
which is the essence of disj)assionateness, 
(2399)- 


Friend. 

36. is bi'nefited by hoarding wealtli? 

In spite of kno\eing tliis, wliy do yon affect 
ignorance? Your wife, son and brother 
arc relations only in name. Saint Tukaram : 
Wchaveno friend in need except God. (2427). 


Friendship. 

• 37- friendship of a wicked person 

is as attractive as the colours of a motli. 
It turns into disgust in no moment and all 
our efforts to please him arc of no avail. He 
is like a venomous serpent, hidden in an 

• A rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of 

heaven. U is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle; than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of heaven — six 23, 2.f. 

■ t The love of wicked friends converts to fear ; That fear 
to hate ; and hale turns one or botl» To worthy danger 
and dc.scrvetl death, — Sh. 




escnlest 'waier-lily. ■ Saint Tiikarain : C 
God. i£t me iiave tiie "DO'^er of Imovdas sncj 
a person immediately. :Q45). 

3S. *Hie good never break the tie oi 
mendship : omers misnt do so. I 
quite helpless and I must blame my ovn fate. 
Hov can lorgetTuiness be ascribed to the 
Almi gnty r \\ e rean vhat ve have sorm. 
^aint iniraram : O God, the fault dees 
not lie tVith von. i have not served von 
vrith Dure heart. ■■6n6'.. 


Forgiveness. 

39. Vi nat can the tricked do to b^Tv trho 
holds the treanon of forgiveness in hand ? 
is nre tvere to sail on the ground vhere no 
hay is lying, it vili go oS itself. Saint 



Good Company. 


^o. Of what use is the moon-light to a 
tliicf. a good neighbour to a prostitute or 
a philosopher’s stone to a brick-bat ? Stones, 
boiled in milk, will never be cooked. Saint 
Tukaram : If there be good * impressions on 
the mind in previous l)irths, then only a 
man is attracted towards the company of the 
good. (21^4). 


God’s wai. 

41. f\\'hen Clod wills, nobody can come 
in his way. King Harischanclra and his 
queen had to do meniiil work at an untouch- 
able's. Pandavas, though helped by Shri 
Krishna, had to forego their kingdom. Saint 
Tukaram ; Do your duty and I'esign your- 
self to the will of God.J 


* The will doles, th.nt is .iltrilnitivc To wlj.it infectiously itself 
.iffccls, Without some im-iRc of the iiffeclcd merit. — Sh. 

■ t Wljcn gods have hot backs, what shall poor men do — Sh. 

} Thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those ’ 
that be of men. — M. xvi. 23. 
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Hankering. ' 

■ 42. Our hankering after' carnal pleasures 
should be completely uprooted and then 
we ■ should expect to be a master of our 
senses. Otherwise we should without re- 
serve lead a married life and avoid being 
exposed to the world. We should come out 
successful after a duel with hankering and then 
should think of renunciation. Saint Tukaram: 
* If you are in haste of attaining God, first 
destroy hankering in sensual things. (2466). 

43. My hankering after God does not 
bear fruit though it is time to attain it on 
account of my constant remembrance of 
God. My heart breaks as the grains of rice 
spread over an over-heated pan do. There 
is a strong aversion in me to various pleasures 
and I do not know how much of my life yet 
remains. I am entangled in this whirlpool 
of worldly existence. Saint Tukaram : I 
have been thinking in various ways to come 
out of this whirlpool but its revolving motion 
has no end. (3941)- 


* Xot every one that saith unto me. Lord, Lord, shall enter* 
into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth the -will 
of my Father which is in heaven — M. vii. 21. 




Harmlessncss. 


44. ’'■•The pious arc of opinion that even 
a serpent should not be killed, God being 
all-pervading, they, who kill it, arc required 
to suffer a great deal, 'riic same vital force 
flows through all beings, higher or lower. 
If only one hair be forced out of our body, 
we feel pain. A saint, having realised the 
same vital force in all beings, cannot bear 
to see any being injured. Saint T\ikaram ; 
Onty a superficial idea of moralitj' has been 
given here ; following it even slightly, our 
mind will gain its equanimity. {3140). 


Helplessness. 

45. If a mother were to cut the throat 
of her child, who can protect it ? O God, 
I need not tell j'ou this but still you are play- 
ing false with this helpless person. If an 
accompan3drig thief affecting friendliness were 
to rob us in the middle of our journe}^ who 
can protect lis then ? If a king were to ’ 

.♦ Love yoUr cncmic.s, bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them which dcspitcfully 
, use you, and persecute you. — JI. v. ,(4. 

.f All things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye 
shall receive. — ^M. xii. 22. 
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Hypocrisy. 


.5-''. 'iv.* hvj'.*. n>.y I . ,i;i :ny,M'iS, 

li * ’<• .sr.*; v>jii hy '}u* 

V, <•:!«’, i.ut 5;<« 5ij<- 55's'< t« '■* wjlj hi- 

<»!. jj I hi j.iisiifl uj* v.jth tijji' 

JUV il'iill ><»n wsi! hr jm» t» .f erh 

v.jil hi- '-|i;isn:: hy nouii-hiuf; J>i\‘ 
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Wijy -Imiihi 1 niin juy-^'-h h\- !«»v \vh:it 

pi (iplr V. iiulii '-av ah<mt m*- Saint 'I'nkar.'un ; 
n (hcl, '■liir.v nir th*- ji'-iival (ti oi-inn 

yonr vi-iitlr i«inn {<•! i s 


.{•t H \ "u want to s, r{; vmn own hcm-Jit 
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of tiuii i in jmrifyinf: oui own in-art. 

Sinj! In aiuly oi (Jod in a Military p!a«-r and 
nnattainahlr ftain-' will conn* of tln-msflvt-s 
to ICx< I'ptinu tin*. n«<thinj4 >Ji<iuld havo 

a pl.'irc in ynnr In-art and liankt-rini' afl<r 
carnal i>lt-;iMni-> >li»ni)il hr cnniph-lt-ly np- 
ronn-fl. Saint Tnkarani : Tliis i< tin- only 


• <J, wli.-a m.ny iii.in witlun hint liidv. 'Itidiii-.Ii .ifH'.iI on tlir 
oulv.-.iiil ’■iili-.—Sli, 
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;ill tliy f'liil, :ii»il v.ii!» all Ihy miiul, (Drill. <i, f,) M, 
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€ii.ecij.ve xs6£siire m psriiotis tisics rug OuT 
speecii sho'oid be vrasted to no purpose. 
{2467}. 

50. - *Gilt copper Eppears to be gold but 

vrhen tried to be sold as real, a connoisenr 
detects it and dedares it to be copper. 
Thotign and trater are mixed together, 
a stvasL takes out the Tnftk only. Saint 
Tokaram : A hypocrite, when esposed, 

has to snSer great hnmiiiatioii. (2536;. 

51. O God, tier me experience what you 
make me sat* : otherwise it's ah to my 
degradation. "What is the use of a good 
dish nnmixed with salt or of adomiaa a 
corpse ' A person adecting greatness is 
ridiculed and a bea'utifDl form without cha- 
racter is to no purpose. On festivals, in 
spite of our spending much money we are 
not reallt* jolly unless surrounded by our 
own lanmy members, ^amt iukaram z The 
same case is with me 11 there is no true devo- 
tion in my heart, (J25S). 
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Idleness. 

52. 0 God, what can I do ? *I am robbed 
by idleness. It has made me suffer a great 
deal, deprived me of uttering God's name 
and created a gap between him and me. In 
spite of mj* vehement struggle' to get rid 
of it, I am found in the hands of dualism. 
Saint Tukaram : 0 God, release me from 
idleness and give me place near you. (855). 


Indebtedness. 

53. We should be under nobody’s obli- 
gation and ever3^body welcomes us. We 
are respected everywhere and our word is 
carried out, fCharity, conferred upon us, 
should be returned in full. Saint Tukaram : 
People desire our company for our sterling 
qualities. (3114). 


* Be great in act, as you have been in thought ; Be stirring as 
the time ; be lire with fire ; Threaten the threatener,- and 
outface the brow Of bragging horror. — Sh. 

t Charity renders good for bad, blessing for curses. — Sh. 





Life. 

56. *Not to waste the remaining part of 
your life is my onlj* advice. I most luimldy 
request all to purify the mind. Our interest 
lies in worshipping God with purified heart. 
Saint Tukaram ; I need not tell you much ; 
do what will bring you good. (2460). 


Maintenance. 

57, The Almighty is not disgusted with 
maintaining the whole universe ; shall I be 
a burden to him ? While digging a well, 
frogs are found in cavities of rocks ; who 
feeds them ? Birds and boas lay by nothing ; 
the Eternal Being preserves them. Saint 
Tukaram : "^6 whollj'^ give ourselvds up 

to God, the All-merciful will never neglect 
us. (2998). 


♦ There is a tide in the affairs of men WJffch, taken at the flood, 
leads on to fortune ; Omitted, all the voyage of this 
life Is bound in shallowness and in miseries, — Sh. 

t The son of man came not to be ministered* unto, but to mi- 
■ nister, and to give his life a ransom for many.— M. xx. a8. 
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Nature. 

58. An ass, though smeared with yellow 
sandalrwood ointment, will roll on a dung- 
hill. * The original nature in a man will, 
under no circurnstances, be ever, changed. 
A valuable jewel, hung to the neck of a 
monkey, will be bitten and spitted out by the 
animal. Saint Tukaram : A wicked person 
abhors sane advice and spreads foolish things 
by his false opinions. (2870). 

5g. A dog barks at any person in sight, 
whether a thief or a guest. However trained 
and taught to obey, it will revert to its 
nature. Given to eat sweet curry of rice, 
it will vomit but will eat up that dirty vomit 
and will not allow it to be wasted. Saint 
Tukaram : fTo what extent shall I speak 
either in praise or dispraise of the wicked, 
of their ways of thinking and of- their evil 
actions. (2871). 

60. If an ass is decorated with great 
enthusiasm, it will under no circumstances 
become, a horse. Its nature is to bray 
and it will bray. If a dog be carried in a 

* How hard it is to hide the sparks of nature. — Sh. 
t There is nothing but roguery to be found in villainous 
- . -man.— Sh. 
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'palanquin, even though stopped, it will not 
but bark. Saint Tukaram : ’^Nature is 
immutable and what is bred in the bones 
will come out of it. (2804). 


NobiUty. 

61. fNoble children are born of noble 
parents. Their speech is pleasant and their 
actions are godly. They are clean on all 
sides and their heart is as pure as the limpid 
water of the Ganges. Saint Tukaram ; 
Their presence only relieves us from \’^e,\a- 
tions and sets the mind at perfect peace. 
(2019). 


Old Age. 

62. Old age is fast approaching and giving 
the signal of death. Even now, O my mind, 
be cautious and purifj'^ yourself to attain 
your goal. Jin no time you will be no more, 

* All the water in the ocean Can never turn a swan's black 
legs to white. Although she lave them hourly in the 
flood. — Sh. 

t Kay, if thou be that princely eagle’s bird Show thv descent 
by gazing 'gainst the sun. — Sh, 

X This is the state of man : to-day he puts forth the tender 
leaves of hope to-morrow blossoms. And bears his blush- 
ing honours thick upon him ; The third day comes a frost, 
'a killing frost. And, when he thinks, good easy man, full 
surely His greatness is a-ripening, — nips his root. And 
then he falls.-^h. 
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SO propitiate God as long as the God of 
Death has not overtaken you. Saint 
Tukaram : Meditate upon your favourite 
deitj^ and keep away from vain ’talk. _ (706). 


Omnipresence of God. 

63. God takes upon himself the calamities 
of his devotees and remains with them aU 
time^ *\^Tierever singing in praise of the 
Almight}^ is going on, there He is present. 
Saint Tukaram : God is omnipresent and 
all-pervading. (4274). 


. Pious. 

64. Furrow-rakes, naUs and sickles are 
all made of iron, but they differ in quality 
and price. A foot-step, an idol and a stone 
are all stone but they differ in worth. Saint 
Tukaram : Such is not the case with the 
pious, they are equal to all. (3461). 

65. fNot to hurt the feelings of 305^^ being 
is worship 'of God and envying everj'^one 

* Where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them. — xviii 20. 

•f A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth 
forth good things ; and an evil man out of the evil 
treasure bringeth forth evil things. — M. xii 35. • 
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brother, sister or better half, none of these 
will be able to set us free from his. clutches 
except the Almighty. (3423) 


Propriety. 

72. Food to a hungry person should be 
given without considering whether he deserves 
it or not. We should know it on occasions 
that religion consists in pure motives. In 
giving away our daughter in marriage to a 
person or bestowing wealth upon others, 
one's ancestry and character should be 
inquired into. Saint Tukaram : ‘*If good 
actions are in store, we can attain favourable 
results. {3144). 


Reaction. 

73. A dog barks at and follows an ele- 
phant but turns back dejected. What can 
the insignificant creature do to that huge 
animal ? It only reveals its own nature. 
A goat, grown fat, is only courting death, if 

* Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness, for they shall be filled. — U, iv. 6. 
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it tries to tease .a lion. Saint Tukaram : 
*The wicked are onl}* exposing themselves 
in harassing the virtuous, {2151). 


Remembrance of God. 

74. No friends, however strong, will be 
of any use to us at the time of death. Before 
leaving this w’orld, constant remembrance 
of God is the best commodity to store. Even 
crores of rupees will not be the means of 
our release from death. fOur kith and 
kin, an armj* or innumerable companions 
are of no avail. Our strength is as long as 
the God of Death has not approached us. 
Saint Tukaram : O man, set yourself 
free from the recurrence of birth and death. 

( 3433 )- 


• There are no tricks in plaio and simple faith ; But 
hollow men, like horses hot at hand, Make gallant show 
and promise of their mettle ; But when they should 
endure the bloody spur, Tliey fall their crests, and, 
like deceitful jades. Sink in the trial — Sh. 

t He that loveth father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me : and that lowth son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me. — M. x. 37. 

W'hosoever shall do the will of my Father which is 
heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother — 

• M. xii. 50. ■ • 




Sacrifice. 

75- A handful of seed sov-n in a -field 
produces a cartload of grain. *Gam consists 
in its seeming vraste. Corn-plants, if their 
blades being vreli preserved, bear ears at 
ends. Saint Tukaram : Trees, if vratered 
vreU, bear fruit. (3046). 



76. t Was it ignorance of the ancient sages 
to keep themselves awat* from people ? 
The}* could command the natural forces and 
v.'ouid not allovr themselves to be guided by 
people. They took resort to forests and 
subsisted only on roots, fruit and leaves. 
They closed their ey^ in meditation and 
abstained themselves from speaking vdth 
any one. Saint Tukaram ; O Ulimit- 
abie One, make my mind like theirs and keep 
me aloof from people. (S88). 


iise lara? tbzz 
the tratld his U^t.- 


Dries « his cil to iez.d 
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, Saint. 

77. He is really a saint, and God is alwa3'^s 
with him alone’*' who owms such persons a& 
are oppressed b}'’ circumstances and persecuted 
on all sides. His heart is as soft as butter 
is from inside and outside. He embraces 
him who has none to help. He loves his 
servants, both male and female, as he does 
his son. Saint Tukaram ; It is beyond 
m)'’ power to speak in praise of him ; he is 
God incarnate. (1962). 


Saintliness. 

78. Saintliness cannot be had in a market 
or den or by wandering in a forest. It 
neither can be had for an immense amount 
of wealth, nor can it be found in the sky or 
the hollow of the earth. Saint Tukaram ; 
It only can be had by sacrificing our own 
life ; otherwise have no more talk of it 
(1982). 


•- Love thyself last, cherish those hearts that hate thee, 
Corruption %vins not more than honesty. — Sh. 
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Self-Control. 


79. Under an\' circmnstances, be not 
Tinder tbe control of *mind, and disobey its 
every prompting. Its obstinacj" should be 
crushed and it should be directed to the 
worship of God. Keep it under control, 
othen’iTse it will be the cause of our ov-m 
ruin. Saint Tukaram: He, who is under the 
control of mind, is surely to fall into the 
clutches of the devil. {3025)- 


Spiritual Goal. 

80. Evert* moment we should concen- 
trate our mind upon one thought of crossing 
the ocean of worldly existence. jOur bodt* 
is perishable and in the end we will have to 
leave behind us aU our belongings. Time 
lessens our life, so be cautious. Ti'e should 
have a liking for the company of th^ vir- 
tuous and make haste for attaining spiritual 
goal- Saint Tukaram : We should not be 
too much pufied up vith our material 
welfare. (3006). 

* It’s fbs: ssisd t'nat makes the body ricii. — 5h- 
t ,We are such stcS As dreams are made of : asd our little life 
Is rouaded •siih a sleep. — Sh. 
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Stupid. 

8i. Advice to a stupid person is just like 
trying to make an ocean of poison sweet b}' 
a drop of nectar.* To smell a dung-hill 
means polluting our own nose. As a corpse 
is not susceptible of any impression so the 
mind of an idle person is unsusceptible of 
pure thoughts. Saint Tukaram ; 0 God, 

spare me from such a person. (1526). 


Suicide. 

82. Bear this simple thought in mind that 
life is not to be given up ; it will naturally 
pass awa)’ one day. As long as there is life, 
•something good should be achieved. A fool, 
who seeks death, is said to be a contemptible 
wretch. Saint Tukaram : Something good 
.can be done while living and life should not 
be given up in vain. {2446). f 

* Give not that which is holy unto the clogs, neither cast ye 
your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under 
their feet, and turn again and, rend yon. — M. vii, 6. 

•f- Against self-slaughter There is a prohibition so divine 
That cravens my weak hand. — Sh. ' 

That divine principle that rules within us, forbids us to 
commit suicide. — Cicero. 

Suicide is a crime the most revolting to the feelings . . . 
True heroism' consists in being superior to the ills of 
life in whatever shape they may- challenge him to com- 
bat-r-Napoleon I. 
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Superfluity. 

83. We go to a grocer's to bring sugar; 
wbat have we to do ■with bis caste and 
pedigree ? Are we to abandon a sacred 
plant because of its having grown on a 
dunghill ? Should we not accept the milk 
of a cow because it eats filth}’ things ? 
Saint Tukaram : *\^Tiat have we to do with 
the husk of a fruit ? We should enjo}’ the 
kernel in it. (3229). 


Test, 

84. A true diamond, when hammered on 
an amnl, does not break and fetches its real 
value while an artificial one is reduced to 
powder. A gem, found in the head of a 
particular cobra, is true when thread wrapped 
round it, though brought in contact vith 
fire, does not biu'n. Saint Tukaram: j A pious 
person has to pass through a great ordeal of 
persecution in this world. (2048). 

• Our doubts are traitors. And make us lose the good •sre oft 

• • might -srin B 5 ’' fearing to attempt. — ^Sh. 

4. .Comfort’s in heaven ; and we arc on the earth. Where 
nothing lives but crosses, care and grief. — Sh. . 
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88. *A wealtlty man is honoured every- 
where in this world. His parents, relations 
and friends keep his word. As .long as he is 
prosperous, his sister calls him good names. 
His wife, favoured by him with every orna- 
ment, bends before him most courteously. 
Saint Tukaram : No wealth will .be of any 
use to us in the end except our past good 
actions and pure thoughts. (3932). 


Wicked. 

8g. It is, better to be away from the 
wicked as their proximity is as filthy as that 
of faces. 0 virtuous ones, never have 
contact or talk with them. This is .the only 
thing which I wisli to tell you. Their 
contact is. polluting and their f speech is as 
dirty as the flow of menses. They are as 
ferocious as mad dogs and should be shunned. 
It is better to avoid them and still better to 
leave the country, wherein they live. Saint 

• Prosperit3'’s the very bond of love, Whose fresh com- 
plexion and whose heart together, Affliction alters. — Sh. 

t Xo might nor .greatness in morality Can censure escape 
back-wounding calumny The whitest virtue strikes. 
What king so strong Can tie the gall up in the slanderous 
tongues ? — Sh. . • - - . 




• 1.1 


Tukarani : It i;; hctyond niy powi-r (if spcc-ch 
to dc.scriln' tlu*in a.*; Ww. pc v.^onality of the 
wicked is itself the hell incarnate. (2S.j^). 


90, If the heart is pur«\ even an idel of 
stone will h'ad one !« emancipation hn.t jiii'ty 
is of no use to wickedness. Neither the tail 
of a do|^ can he made straii^lu nor a hrick-hat 
can he turned into fjold hv the touch of a 
philosopher’s stone. Wliat is the use of 
lieajiin.n suijar at the root of a tree as it will 
hear fruit of the kind of its own seed. Saint 
.Tukaram : h'ven the thunderholl can he 
broken at some time hut the heart*" of the 
wicked is difiicult to mend. (^753). 

91 . Let tile wi<-ked hark at us : we should 
not imitate them. tThe pious shoidd dis- 
regard what the wicked say about them, 
'When opportunities jiresent tliemselves, 
the wicked should be humiliated. Saint 
Tukaram : There is no sin in giving them a 
good thrashing. (3^56). 


• A devil, a devil, on wlio-se nature Nature c.tii never 
slick ; And as with age, his l>ody uglier grows. So his 
mind cankers. — Sh. 

t Wisdom and goodncs,s to the vile seem vile. — Sl>. 
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92. What have fish done to '.a fisherman,’ 
but he is bent upon their destruction,' It 
is an admitted fact that there is ' natural 
antipathy between certain animals. A deer 
is killed by a hunter without its fault. Saint 
Tukarara : * The wicked persecute the good. 
Fie upon them ! (2891). 


Woman. 

93. O God, flet me have no association 
with women. They are made of the same 
elements as we are. They make us forget 
God and stop us from worshipping Him. 
Our mind being attracted towards them 
becomes difficult to control. Looking at 
them brings on death through the doors of 
the senses, and their beauty is really the 
cause of all grief. Saint Tukaram ; If fire 
were to become saint, its contact does, not 
fail to burn us. (4053), 

* For yc arc like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed 
appear beautiful outward, but arc within full of dead 
men's bones, and of all unclcanncss. Even so,_ yc also 
outwardly appear righteous unto men, but rvithin yc are 
full of hypeorisy and iniquity. — M. mxxiii. 27, 28. 

There's no motion "That tends to vice in man but I affirm It 
is the woman's part ; be it lying, note .it. The woman's ; 
flattering, hers ; deceiving, hers ; Lust and rank thoughts, 
hers; revenges, hers ; Ambitions, covetings, change of 
prides, disdain, Nice longing, slanders, mutability. All 
faults that have a name, nay, that hell knows, WTiy here, 
in part or all; but rather all. — Sh. 
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Yearnings. 

94. A newly married girl, while leaving 
her parents’ house for her father-in-law’s, 
looks back again and again. 0 God, 
mental state is just the same; when will 
You meet mo ? A child, missing its mother, 
impatiently looks here and there. Saint 
Tukaram ; I am flouncing like a fish taken 
out of water. (595)- 

95. O God, *I am brooding over nothing 
except to see you in visible form and this has 
made my state pitiable. Meet me and talk 
about 3’our favourite topic ; let us have meals 
of higher bliss. A mother and her child have 
no distinction ; thej^ dine together. Saint 
Tukaram ; O God, come soon and fulfil 
this 3^earning of mine. (594). 

96. t ^ brave warrior going on a battle 
. never looks back. O God, protect me with 

such boldness. I have given up all worldly 
ties ; please have mercy on me. I boastingly 

* Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day not the 
hour wherein the Son of man cometh. — M. yxv. 13. 

t Ambition, The soldier's virtue, rather makes choice of 
loss, Than gain which darkens him. — Sh. 
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voyage to Jamaica for the sole purpose of viewing and 
admiring its various and incomparable natural beauties. 

In order to indulge me with every now view, Mr. Richards 
made many halts for half an hour at a time, from which 
cause the day W'as far advanced when w’o got io the bottom 
of the mountain to an inn, the only one I saw' out of Kings- 
ton or Spanish Town. Here we procured a tolerable dinner, 
and being both soracwiiat fatigued from the journey and 
remaining so long exposed to the fierce rays of a burning 
sun, Mr. Richards resolved to stay the night. 

At daylight the followng morning we got into the phaeton 
and reached his house to a late brcalcfost. Tins mansion 
was very superior to the one at the cast end, being of the 
best masonry, built in the modem style of arclutccturo, and 
had the advantage of two stories. The furniture w’as neat 
and handsome. Mr. Richards told mo it had been planned 
and erected under the particular direction of Ms first lady, 
who, from her partiality to the spot, resided there the 
greater part of the year. In other respects, too, it differed 
from St. Mary’s by standing low, at the very edge of the siui 
wMch broke upon a gradually sloping beach of fine hard 
sand. 

From the rooms in which we broalcfasted and dined we 
could see the people catcMng the fish of many sorts, all 
excellent, with which the table was supplied. The windows 
of my bed-chamber, which was on the upper floor, looked 
inland over a delightful plain several miles in extent, the 
whole covered with the richest verdure and many fine cane 
plantations. Adjoining the house was a spacious and admir- 
able garden, both kitchen and pleasure, so well laid out that 
it would not have disgraced a gentleman’s seat in England. 
There not being any other resident witMn a dozen miles 
we had no society, notwithstanding which time never hung 
heavily. The mornings were spent rambling amongst the 
fields and the works, occasionally hunting and shooting. 
During dinner we drank three or four glasses of Madeira 
and, after it, a bottle of claret between us, then walked 
in the garden or amused ourselves at a capital billiard- 
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lifilr-' ifjji’ iii thf full—'! ujMiji 'hi' 

Mitlj ibf M'.jrSr- n{ writer, ni vn-ll tis rvi-ry niln-r 

j'.h'.ximl tidv.Mj? r.pi". 'I'lii- fttmtjr.l |iri«hif^’ until tl'.'' !n.’'l fivi' 
yr ;ij> %v:i' flvi- ImniUx'd <if lh<' vi-ry In—l Mii;nr 

hn»l fimr Iniinlrvd ji«in-ht-nn'» ct( nun, \v1utxtl'< it now yirld'! 
nni onr-third «<f l itln r, juid i>* rvi ry yi*ar ln-mminf; wnrr^*, 
ihi* innrKnlity ft!n(»Il},*^t tin* Ivinp: tuip:irft!lfl<'d, nnd 

fill till’! fiwiii}* t<> ti by^tf-tii «d tin* nii>-<t dn-nflfnl tyrntuxy 
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rfiuf ' iitiil hy l*-tt<T to my liruthfr in Indnnd, hcpfMH’hin^ 
him to f-V't rill of tin* vlllnin, but tdl in vnin. Ho »H*i*m« in- 
fill unti-d tind lift-*! n-joctfd rny offi-r to lidco tlii* mnniigomont 
of till* fstftto into my bftnd;i.'’ 

\\‘f iiooortlinKly niountod our honioft at. bnuik of diij- and 
rode over, whore a pad n*von-'o did propont. it«olf. At tho 
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instant of our arrival tho most melancholy and piercing 
cries met our cars, sounding like that of a female. Upon 
advancing to tho inner yard vc beheld a vrctchcd girl, 
apparently not more than sixteen 3'ears of age, tied by her 
vTiste to a stake whilst a stout negro man was flogging her 
^^•ith such severity that cverj’ lovsh tore avray the flesh from 
the back of tho miserable \*ictim. An ill-looking savage 
of a European was looking on, desiring tho man to strike 
harder. M}' blood boiled \rith indignation at the sight, and 
I would gladlj’ have put tho fellow to death upon the 
spot. 

Mr. Richards instantlj’ ordered tho flogger to coa.'^c and 
the girl to bo released, an order no negro would venture to 
execute, but, another European coming up, did as Mr. 
Richards desired. Mj- companion then in glowing language 
reproached the overseer mth his brutality, asking what 
offence tho wretched child could have committed to call 
for such inhuman butchery. The scoundrel, with a con- 
temptuous sneer, replied it was no matter what the offenco 
was, that he was the best judge how liis slaves were to be 
managed. Sir. Richards then addressed the other European, 
a young man about two and twenty, asking if he Imcw the 
crime that had occasioned such murderous conduct, where- 
upon the overseer insolentlj* said, “ If \-ou presume to answer 
a single question, or say one word without my permission, 
Charles, I’ll make it the worst job of jmur life. You know 
me, Charles, and, believe me, you shall bittcrlj*, most 
bitterlj", repent it.” 

This was too much for even the mild temper of Mr. 
Richards to submit to. With far more warmth than I had 
ever seen him assume, he said to the overseer, “ You horrid 
scoundrel, who are a disgrace to the name of man. I am 
determined from this moment j'our tyrannj’’ shall cease, 
nor shall you remain another daj* upon tliis plantation.” 
“ Shan’t I ’ ” impertinently' retorted the fellow, “ and are 
you the man to displace me ? Pray', Mr. Champion, by 
what authority ? ” “ By my own as a magistrate,” said 

Richards, “ and I now tell you that if in two hours 
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you nro lo hr found 1 will rond you oft to Sp.iuiHlt Town in 
iron;:.*' 

Tin* vill.'xiii, Jlndinp. Mr. Kiolinrdfl thus dcforminod, 
lowcn'd hi« tour-. Jlo oli.-frvod llmf nil Iho iwrount.’^ of (he 
f-Flnt/! won* un;:! (tied .niid no p'>r;-nn luit hiiu;-'('lf rompotent 
(o nrmnce them projvrly, hp.'ide.*; wliich In* ninnc wns rc- 
FponrihU* (o hie oinployer for ererj- {juiuen diphurved or 
reet’ivc-d. 'J’o (hif ?<fr. I'irhnrd.p Fnid he enrx'd not nhout 
rr.*:pon.cihiIity — (hen* he r-hould not rcninin let (he con.pc- 
quenee he whnt it tnipld, nddimr, “ My hrodier hnn nlrcady 
PtifTen''d (oo much hy jilnrint; cnnfidntiee in so infnmou.s n 
fellow n.*: you nn*. As to y<nir arrmtuts, I will, nf(er the}* 
have underj^one (he mos( rerupulous examination hy me, 
settle them, for which juirposc* 1 divdru you will .attend with 
all the pai>crp and vouchers at tin* hou.se at Spanish I’own 
thi.s day weeh, when I shall he theri*.” 'J'he man then for 
a short time Ivecame as abject and submissive n-s ho had 
prcviott.sly been insolent and haughty, Intt finding his 
servility wn.s not lihely to operate in hi.s favour, and that 
Mr. Richnrd.s continued infloxiblo and firm in his determina- 
tion, ho rc.sumcd hi.s natural character, once more became 
cxccssivclj' impcrlinont-, u.sing the most Rcurrilous language, 
and swearing and bln.spheming in a manner I never before 
heard, vo'wing ho would have full revenge. He finished by 
threatening Sir. Richard.s with a variety of prosecutions, 
that he had property of his own upon the promises to the 
amount in value of at least five thousand pounds, for every 
shilling of which ho would attack him, and having recovered 
his money he would next have his heart’s blood. From the 
appearance and conduct of the fellow I really began to 
apprehend ho would proceed to some personal violence. 

By this time the other Europeans employed, four in num- 
ber, were all assembled around us, and as I conchided they 
would support their leader as head overseer and manager I 
thought our situation critical and alarming. Upon that 
head, however, my mind was soon set at ease by the young 
man wo had first seen saying to Mr. Richards, “ Indeed, 
Sir, it is high time the tjrranny and ferocity of this man 

K 
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Bhould be put a stop to. H it is not I am sure within three 
months there will not be a single slave left alive.” The 
moment these words were uttered, the overseer became 
mad with rage. He flew upon the young man like a tiger, 
seized him by the throat and would soon have strangled 
him. Seeing the danger I made a blow at him with the butt 
end of a heavy horse whip which I had in my hand. Fortu- 
nately, it took place \ipon the side of his head, which gushed 
out with blood, and he fell, apparently dead as a stone. I 
certainly thought 1 had put an end to his mortal career. 
The standers-by, both black and white, seeing him do'wn, 
immediately bound him hand and foot, mnning a pole 
between the cords with which he was pinioned, exactly as 
I have seen practiced for carjying hogs, and thus they bore 
him off to his house. 

One of the Europeans returning soon after to vs, I feared 
he was come to announce the man’s death, and asked the 
question, to which I was answered, “Lead, Sir ! Lord love 
you no, not he. No, no, the rascal is not so easily killed, or 
he would have met the fate he deserves over and over again. 
A bit of plaster will soon set bis damned skull to rights. 
In an hour or tw’o he wU be ns ripe for mischief as ever.” 
I was not sorry to find I was not doomed to be his execu- 
tioner. 

Mr. Richards then dispatched a messenger to summon 
a party of the military who are stationed all over the Island, 
at about four leagues apart. Luckily, one of the posts was 
within two miles of his house. We then went up to the un- 
happy object who had been so barbarously treated, whom we 
found in so languid a state as to apprehend that her life was 
in danger. Mr. Richards caused her to be immediately con- 
veyed to the house and there laid upon a couch. A cordial 
draught somewhat restored her, when her cruelly lacerated 
back and other parts of her body were dressed, and we left 
her to repose. We were informed by the other Europeans 
that the only cause of such punishment was her refusing to 
gratify the lustful wishes of the overseer, whose conduct 
was rendered still more reprehensible from his knowing that 
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the poor cronlxirc wns pnfTcring under n violent, fever nt tho 
time ho inflicted the whipping. 

At two in the nfternoon n p-nrlj* of tho nnlif.nr3' nrrived, 
into whoso chnrgc the. brute wtus delivered, tho corpornl 
commanding being directed to conduct him to Kingston and 
there deposit him in prison, for which purpose Mr. Richards 
gave his warrant as n magistrate. We Bubscqucntlj’ learnt 
that the villain in the commencement of hi.s march was so 
obstreperous they were obliged to handcuff him and bind 
Ids arms back with cords, when he had nothing left for it 
but abuse, which he dealt out most abundantly. 

On the second night of his journoj' he made a desperate 
attempt to escape, which cost him his life. The partj' 
having stopped for the night, all but one, who stood to 
watch the prisoner, Inj’ down to sleep. The fellow himself 
also pretended to be asleep, making a noise in imitation of 
snoring. His plan so far succeeded that the sentry, having 
no suspicion of his intention, laid his musket down, seating 
himself upon the side of the bank under which tho rest were 
sleeping, where ho soon began to nod. Tho prisoner per- 
ceived this, and softly raising himself from tho groimd 
made a blow at the soldier wth his irons, so effectual that 
tho cross-bar fractured tho poor man’s skull. Tho noise of 
his fall, however, awakened his comrades, who, jumping up 
and seeing tho prisoner running off, they all as fast as they 
could presented their pieces and Bred. I’wo of tho shots took 
effect, one striking the backbone, of which wound tho 
horrible villain languished for three wcelts and then died, 
thus cheating the gallows of its due. Tho wounded soldier 
happily recovered. 

The same hour that this wretch was sent off tho estate 
innumerable complaints of his atrocities were made, where- 
upon Mr. Richards issued a proclamation assuring the 
slaves that they would no more be treated with severity. 
On tho contrary, that they should meet with every en- 
couragement and indulgence, recommending them therefore 
to leave off dirl eating. 

It is no less singular than true that the miserable Africans 
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employed to exdtivato our West India Islands were driven 
by despair, more especially from harsh and cmcl treat- 
ment to destroy themselves by eating the earth, a small 
quantity of ■vrhich they swallow daily. This gradually rc- 
duees tliem, finally eausing death as eortainly as the most 
potent poison. I saw several so weak and ill from this 
praetiee they eould scarcely drag one leg after the other, 
xvith countenances inexpressibly melancholy and ghastly. 
Wo found that upwards of two hundred of the unhappy 
men belonging to Mr. Fitzherhert Richards had thus 
destroyed themselves, to the enormous loss of six thousand 
pounds. 

Mr. Richards having settled all matters for the future 
good management of liis brother’s estate, and sent for a 
new overseer, in whose integrit}’ and abilities he could 
confide, we, on the 24th of March, left St. Ann’s on our 
return to Spanish Toxvn, retracing the same enchanting 
ground wo had before passed. Upon nTTi^nng at Mr. 
Richards’s I found a letter from my father in answer to 
the one I had witton him, positively prohibiting me from 
returning to England, insisting upon my getting employ- 
ment in an Attorney’s ofiSce, the salarj’ from which must 
support me, and to wait with patience until I could get 
admitted to practise for myself ; that should I, in defiance 
of his striet injunctions to the contrary, quit Jamaica as 
I had done the East Indies I might provide for myself, 
as he would have nothing more to say or do nith or 
about me. 

My pride could ill brook the idea of settling down as a 
hackney xvritor in a place where from the day of my arrival I 
had lived in splendour, keeping company -nuth all the first 
people of the Island, nay, I pronounced it utterly impossible so 
to do. I mentioned the purport of this letter to Mr. Richards, 
at the same time observing I had made up my mind on the 
subject. He expressed his surprize that my father should 
desire me to stay after the communication that had been 
made to him, giving it as his decided opinion that were I 
to comply it would cost him (my father) at least two hun- 
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clrcd a year lo mainlaiti me. lie therefore ilioughi me 
right in mj* determination to return. 

1 went to Kingston the beginning of April, where I passed 
n week of dissipation with young Bonyngc and his gaj' 
associates. Captain Surman called upon mo to say he 
hoped his ship would be quite readj’ in a fortnight, for 
wliicb purpose ho was labouring bard, and hoped to sail 
under convoy, report sajdng the Americans had a number 
of privateers out to intercept our West Indiamcn. He re- 
quested I would bo at Old Harbour by the 17th at the 
latest. 

On the 4th I once more accompanied Mr. Richards to 
St. MaryV, where wo remained only two days and then 
returned to ICingston. On the 7th Captain Surman came 
to take leave of Mr. Richards, intending to leave town 
Bnally that afternoon. 

Young Bonynge insisted upon my passing the last few 
days with his father and him, fixing upon the 12th to con- 
vey me to Bushy Park. The interval was occupied in pay- 
ing my respects to the many families and individuals both 
in Kingston and Spanish Town, from whom 1 had received 
the utmost hospitality and kindness. My name with a 
notice of my intention to embark for England in the New 
Shoreham had, according to the custom of the place, been 
stuck up for eight days at the Town Hall, Court House, and 
Church, without which ceremony and a certificate from the 
Provost Marshal, no Commander can receive a passenger 
on board his slup. This practice was adopted to prevent 
persons clandestinely leaving Jamaica after having run in 
debt with everybody who would trust them, and taken up 
goods from the merchants, as had often been done to the* 
ruin of many industrious, honest men. 

The day previous to that fixed for my departure I was 
agreeably surprized by a visit from my yoimg Streatham 
companion, Lewis, who only arrived the preceding evening. 
We spent the remainder of the day together very pleasantly, 
talking over old scenes and past times. 

After a cordial farewell to Mr. Richards, on the lOth of 
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April, 1770, I got into Jlonyngc’n phncton, \yho drove mo 
down to lii.H fatlicr’H, which we renched jiiHt in lime for 
dinner. The iJoctor expressed himficlf with uncommon 
civility, and, w his son observed, seemed really glad to see 
me, wliieh v/ao not often the cane with his guests. I re- 
mained v/ith him till the evening of the ICth, when I pro- 
wjcded to Old IlnTbour, where I stopped at a miHcrable hole 
of a house, although dignified with the name of “ Inn,” 
where I found my Commander and a Captain Dobbins, who 
wiuj going passenger with him. Captain Surman said he 
hoped to sail the following day nJi he only waited for thirty 
hogsheads of sugar from Savanna, which ho expected every 
moment. Having been introduced to Captain Dobbins, he 
1/old me he had boon upwards of sixteen years in the Wc.st 
Indies, the greater part of which he was in the IlCth Regi- 
ment of Foot and latterly Imd a company in that fine corps. 

The next morning I arose before the sun, but found 
Captain Dobbins already up. Wo amused ourselves in 
gathering shnddoclts fresh from the trees to send on board 
for the voyage, also in preparing eggs by dipping them 
in melted fat and placing them in begs of flour, both wlu’ch 
processes licKcomed quitemt /art with, and they did him credit, 
keeping admirably well the whole voyage. He appeared to 
bo a good-humoured, cheerful man, but jw I soon discovered 
had a great propensity to the marvellous. In the evening 
of the 17th v/c sailed, and off the west end of the Island 
joined two other liomcward-bound ships, both of which, 
being better goers than wo were, left us in a few hours. 
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jimn'.w.Mtn hound 

I LKI-'T tlfnn.'ijc.'i witli rcnivitirralilr rcftn't, f*»r indcprndont 
. of it--. Ivini; tlic finr-t country 1 ever l*rh«*lcl, the extra- 
ofcJinaiy cjvilitic* niul ne(H of hinifju-*! I oxpericTUTcI from 
many of it.! inhabitant.*; claimed my wnrmf.''l ftratitiuh*. 
'riw climat'C n"n‘cd with mo perfectly. During ii rv.'jiilcnco 
of near five month*; 1 livi-d oxtremely fn*!* in pt»int of wiiu* 
and l;<>pt late lutun;, <*xp(»:-ed my.*;<*lf to the heats and 
damp;; and all the sudden changes pn'vnlent- there, yet 
never had the slightest attack of fever or any malady whnt- 
t*v<‘r beyond headache, which j)ain I wn.*; subject to in every 
climate. I am then*foro bound to sjX'ak well of .Tnmaica. 

When olT the Island of Cuba I c*xj»n*.*vsed a wish to see 
the famou.s fortrc,>;,s at the Hnv.annah, against whieh our 
Navy and Army luid been so fiiicccssful several years before, 
wluTcupon Captain Siirman good-natun.‘dIy hauled in for 
the latid and ran so near that several shot were fired at us 
from the difTer(*nt batteries wc pa.ssed. I''ortunatoIy none 
struck us, though within a few ynrd.s of doing .so. WJuIst 
running along tliLs co.nst, canoes cajno off to u.s with turtle, 
difTorent fruits, and turtles’ eggs, made up in the form of 
Bologna sausage.s with spices, &c. They were highlj' 
smoked and proved an excellent relish. 

Tljerc w’crc no other pa,ssongers on board t.ho New Shore- 
ham than Captain Dobbins and myself, except n fine little 
boy of about nine years of age, son of a •gentleman of large 
fortune, who wa,s going to England to be educated. This 
little fellow had a voracious appetite, eating more than 
two of us at table. Captain Dobbins took delight in cram- 
ming him until ho could not swallow another morsel. At 
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one of iheno faij)cral)undfinl, inonlH, liif; frioncl contimilng to 
nupjjly Ill's plalo, tlie boy wns o])Iigf;fl fo give out, snying in 
tlio true Cionlian style and language, " No ! mo no can yam 
more, maw Billy have bo full, if iny yam any more mo Bhall 
pop ! ” 

Having onl/orcd tho Gulf of Florida, we experienced a 
current do rapid n« to iset tis from fifty to Bcvcnty-five miles 
to the nortlnvard ever}' twenty-four hours, which ap- 
peared tho more extraordinary as tho wind blow fitrong from 
tho north, thereby raising a high, ohort, and disagreeable 
nea, which tumhlod us about Badly. Wo had pcarcely cleared 
tho gulf when a violent r.torm arose, in tho commencement 
of which wo saw at a distance tho two ships that had run 
from mi off tho west end of Jamaica. Tho galo increased so 
much at night wo wore obliged to lay to under bare poles, 
and tho wind blowing dead on shore, wo began to bo under 
Bomo apprehonsion.s. At daylight tho other two ships that 
had boon to leeward had made so much bettor weather of it 
than wo did that they wore four miles to windward of us. 
This inoroased our alarm. 

Tho third morning tho sliip ouddonly sprung so dangerous 
a leak as to make it necessary to keep tho pumps constantly 
going, and oven then tho water gained so fast that Captain 
Surman told us there was no altornativo or chanco of preser- 
vation but by bearing up and endeavouring to make the 
port of Charles Town in iSouth Carolina, which, by reckon- 
ing, was directly under our lee. Wo accordingly sot our fore- 
sail, running for the land, wliioh wo saw close to us at three 
in tho afternoon, before sunset got a pilot on board, and by 
dark came to an anchor off tho town. 

Several armed boats came alongside, tho officers from 
vhich told us our ship would certainly bo made a prize of, 
as war was declared and they had many frigates out. 
Captain Surman, upon hearing this, immediately addressed 
a memorial to tho Governor, stating that an act of Providence 
had sent him into port for tho preservation of tho lives of 
those on board ; ho therefore trusted ho should bo allowed 
to refit and depart. This document Captain Surman read 



05 


IN THE HANDS OF AMERICA 

to mo for my opinion previous to sending it, observing at 
the same time I must make up iny mind to becoming a 
prisoner, os he ■u’os convinced no ndvantago would arise 
from bis statement, the Americans in general, especially 
those of the southern provinces, being the basest and most 
unprincipled people under the sun. Upon this occasion, 
however, he did them injustice, the answer to his memorial 
being extremely liberal. It stated that Americans warred 
not with Providence, that the elements having forced the 
New Shoreham into their harbour they scorned to inoreosc 
our misfortune by using a right the}' were entitled to, and 
therefore every relief and assistance witlun their power 
should be afforded, and permission to depart when repaired 
to a distance of twenty leagues from' their coast without 
molestation. 

In consequence of this handsome determination carpenters 
and other artificers were sent on board, the leak found and 
stopped. In three days the ship was reported fit to proceed, 
and an order was forthwith sent on board for us to put to sea 
within twelve hours, a pilot attending to conduct us out. 
Neither Captain Dobbins nor myself were permitted to go 
on shore during our short stay, but we daily received an 
ample supply of fresh provisions, fruits, vegetables, and 
bread from the town. Having passed the bar wo stood away 
with a fine fresh breeze. We afterwards heard that the 
two ships that sailed with us from Jamaica were both cap- 
tured by an American privateer that fell in with them a few 
hours after we saw them in the gale. 

Before we had been a week at sea the leak broke out 
afresh, not much to the credit of the Carolina workmen, 
and bad weather coming on it increased so quickly as to 
keep one pump at work night and day. The rain made 
things extremely disagreeable as owing to the necessity of 
keeping everything close shut the steam from the sugar 
in the hold turned every article in our cabins of the colom* 
of lead, and caused, too, a most offensive smell ; but not- 
withstanding this state of the ship a branch of an Arabian 
jessamine that was tied up to the deck between the beams 
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in l.ho gront. cabin continued blossoming nnd bursting into ‘ 
beautiful flower the whole voyage, and arrived -at lionrlon 
in iho most perfect vigour and condition. This is a very 
extraordinary plant, tho prodiico of Jamaica for many 
years back, but said to have come originally from Arabia. 
Its height when full grown is from forty to fifty feet, •with 
a great spread of branches. Tho flower, which is a bright 
red, is uncommonlj’ rich, j'ielding n strong aromatic scent, 
and is in full beauty before a single leaf makes its appear- 
ance. It is a hardy plant ; tho piece I am speaking of I saw 
Captain Surnian tear off tho tree, chuck it into the boat 
and send it off to tho ship just ns if it had been to burn, 
udthout tbo least care or attention, nor was nn 5 ’thing done 
to it during tho passage, yet no part of it seemed nt nil dry 
or docaj’cd. 

Captain Dobbins, who was a strong, robust man, proved 
n useful hand at the pump, where every soul on board, in- 
cluding oven tho Commander, took his spoil in turn, except 
that wo passengers wore not summoned to it during tho 
night. Jerry Griftin one morning finding more time elapse 
ore tho water came than ho thought ought to bo, exclaimed, 

“ Damn my eyes 1 if this pump' does not put mo in mind of 
my grandmother.” ” How so, boatswain ? ” enquired 
Captain Surmau, who was standing by. “ Why, too old to 
suck,” replied Jerry. 

It continued to blow hard, but, fortunately, from tho 
north-west, which was nearly right aft. Not a day passed 
without Bomotliing giving way, such ns tacks, sheets, hal- 
liards or braces, which made tho domaud for cordage so 
frequent that at last wo had not a single fathom loft. On 
tho banks of Newfoundland tho weather was horribly bad, 
and, notwithstanding .a severe gale of wind, there was so 
thick n fog wo could not see tho length of tho ship. Tins I 
was told is pcouliar to that part of tho world. 

On tho 12th of Juno at daylight a largo fleet was soon 
right ahead, laying to, wluoh, ns wo approached, wore 
asoortained to bo mon-of-w'ar and transports. At eight one 
of tbo frigates spoke us, saying they wore bound to America 
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with troops and stores, had been eight days from Cork, for 
five of which they had laid to in tho same gale that was 
then blowing. They also gave us tho bearings of Cape Clear, 
distant as the}' supposed forty-five leagues. As this corre- 
sponded exactly with our ship’s reckoning. Captain Surman 
stood on with confidence, Itnowing that one hundred and 
thirty-five miles would allow us a fair run for thirty hours. 
It had always been a practice of his, when wind and w’eather 
permitted, to run up mid-Channel until abreast of the Isle 
of Wight, wdiich w’as the first land he made, unless he hap- 
pened to SCO Guernsey, wliich he told us w'e most likely 
shoxild have a view of by noon the following day. 

From the time of Mr. Scott’s death, as already stated, 
Jerry Griflin, tho boatswain, had taken tho command of a 
watch in his stead. The night of tho day on wliich the 
frigate spoke us he relieved the second mate at midnight, 
wdicn he observed to him there was a great change in tho 
sea, which was become much smoother although the wind 
had not decreased. Ho therefore supposed we must be well 
up Channel. This the mate did not think possible. Jeny 
commenced his usual walk, keeping a good look out. We 
were then nmning before the wind under double-reefed top- 
sails, tho top-gallant masts and yards being down upon 
deck. Ho soon observed a block object upon the horizon, 
which at first he imagined to bo a cloud,' but seeing it 
stationary ho then supposed it a ship. In about an hour it 
had sc much increased in size that he became alarmed and 
called the mate, who could not discern anytliing. But as 
the men upon deck all saw it and pronounced it land, he 
went to tho Captain’s cabin and awakened him, telling him 
we were near some land, whereupon Captain Surman jumped 
up, and so did I, having heard him called. 

The moment the Captain got upon dock, ho cried out, 
“ Zounds ! it is the Island of Guernsey. Here’s the Casket 
lights -within half a mile of us, and we shall certainly be 
upon the rocks.” All hands were instantly summoned, the 
yards braced up and the ship brought upon a wind. In 
less than an hour the day broke, when to our surprize and 



68 MEMOIRS OF WILLIAM HICKEY 

terror we beheld the black and terrific atonj' side of Guernsey, 
with n most tremendous sea brcnldng over the rocks almost 
around us, some of them being within a few hundred yards. 
I thought nothing could save us ! Providence, however, 
preserved us from dcsti notion and wo cleared every danger, 
passing so close to one set of breakers that I could have 
jumped upon them. It was a trulj’ terrific and av/ful scene. 
By five in the morning wo were well out to sea again, and 
tlic wind fell considerably. Wo therefore once more stood 
our course up Channel ; by noon it became quite moderate 
and turned to a beautiful summer day. 

At sunset we saw the Isle of Wight, and a number of 
ships standing in different directions ; at daylight of the 
14th saw the South Foreland, and at half-past five anchored 
in the Downs ; fine, clear sky, not a cloud appearing. Cap- 
tain Dobbins having proposed that we should travel together 
to London, we took leave of our good-tempered Commander, 
went on shore, and I once more entered the Hoop and 
Griffin Inn, where I ordered breakfast. Whilst it was pre- 
paring wo went out to stroll about the tovm, and my com- 
panion in passing the larder observed a prodigious fine 
rump of beef hanging up, upon W'hich he exclaimed, “ Oh ! 
what a glorious sight. How heartily I could cat from that 
charming joint.” The landlord happening to hear him, 
said, “ Sir, the cook shall cut and dress a steak for you 
directly, if you please,” wliich offer was eagerly accepted. 
We then sallied forth for a quarter of an hour and returning, 
I sat me down to tea and coffee, but the admirably well- 
looking steak being brought in vith fine oyster sauce, I 
■ could not resist the temptation, joined my messmate, and 
made a delicious meal, the slip slops going away untouched. 

After this old English brealdost I went to my old friend, 
Mr. Baker’s, where a servant told me ho and family were all 
at Brightholmstone. At eleven we got into a post-chaise, 
and between four and five reached Rochester, putting up at 
the Crown, where Dobbins proposed staying the night. We 
made diimer and supper, walked to Chatham in the even- 
ing, and the next morning proceeded to London. 
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Ab black was a cheap and good travelling dress I had put 
on a suit of mourning. Having no intention of going to my 
father’s after the letter I received from him at Jamaica until 
I had first felt my way a little, I advised Captain Dobbins, 
instead of going to a noisy inn, ns ho had intended, to let 
me introduce him to Lowe’s Hotel ns fnr preferable in every 
respect. Ho agreed and we there dined together, after which 
he went in search of his agent and I to take a sly peep at 
St. Albans Street. Calling at Davies’s mineral water ware- 
house, which was only three doors from my father’s, I was 
informed that all my family were in town, and that an 
account had just arrived of the death of my brother Henry 
at Madras, whose loss I sincerely deplored. 

Not knowing what was to become of me, or how I should 
act, it, after much cogitation, occurred to me that I had 
better consult my steady and attached friend, William 
Cane, upon the subject. I therefore immediately bent my 
steps to Iris house in Berners Street, btit fomid he was at 
a country house at Erith in Kent. The following day, with 
a clean shirt in my pocket, I sot out for Erith, intending 
to walk the road imtil some return chaise overtook me. 
Thus I marched to Shooter’s Hill, when I reflected that 
should Mr. Cano’s house be full of company, my going there 
iminvited and unexpected might not bo prudent. I there- 
fore resolved to alter my plan by going to Gravesend, and 
from thence to address a letter to my friend, stating the 
disagreeable situation I was in, and osldng his advice. I 
stopped at Hartford, where I dined, drank a bottle of port, 
which gave me new vigour, and then continued my pedes- 
trian journey, reaching Gravesend at seven in the evening. 
This was the longest walk I had ever taken, being full five 
and twenty miles, and I felt fatigued by it. 

The next m -rning I wrote and sent my letter, and in the 
evening received the kindest answer, desiring me directly 
to come to his house, where a cordial welcome awaited me, and 
that he would talk over the state of my affairs and see what 
plan would be best to adopt in future. To Erith I accord- 
ingly went, the family then consisting of Mr. and Mrs. Cane, 
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Mrs. Johnston, her mother, and one child, a bcautifcd boy 
four years old. The house, although upon a small scale, 
was neat and convenient, delightfully situated upon the 
edge of the Thames, down to which hLs garden went, his 
famous cutter which 1 have already spoken of, lajdng at 
moorings witliin a few yards of his steps, forming a very 
pretty object. 

Mr. Cano’s establishment was rather splendid than other- 
vise. He had an excellent town house in Berners Street, 
six male-servants vithin doors — that is, his ovm man, two 
in livery, eoaehman, postilion, and groom, besides which 
there were two gardeners, a helper in the stable, and four 
hands in the cutter. Ho had five beautiful carriage horses, 
with three for the saddle, a coach, post-chaise, and phaeton ; 
being somewhat of an epicure, his table was always well 
furnished, and he took special care to have the best of 
■wines. He had estates of his own which yielded rather 
above two thousand pounds per annum. Mrs. Cane’s fortune 
was thirty thousand pounds, but the match being dis- 
approved by her trustees though they could not prevent 
it as she was of age, they shackled the husband to the ut- 
most of their power, positively refusing to advance a single 
guinea. This occasioned him a temporary embarrassment, 
for as he had always lived up to the extent of his income, 
perhaps some years a little beyond, ho found a difficulty in 
raising sufficient cash to purchase equipage, plate, fmnit'ure, 
and the numerous et ceteras indispensably requisite upon 
commencing housekeeper ■with a ■wife and family. 

Mrs. Cane was the youngest of three daughters, their 
father leaving •to each twenty-five thousand pounds, but 
as Mrs. Cane was an infant when he died her fortune accumu- 
lated to more than thirty thousand. One of her sisters 
married Sir William Beauchamp Proctor, many years one 
of the Members for Middlesex. The other wedded the 
famous Charles Yorke (brother to Lord Hardwicke), who 
for a few days was Lord Chancellor, which high office he 
had been induced to accept by the particular and earnest 
request of the King, and that contrary to a promise made his 
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l»ro!hcr ihrit Jn* w.-iuM rr-:j'.l nl} itnporltmitir'.-s nritl lljftf no- 
lli'ni,'? {iKMilfl inihifvi Jjjnj to nrey jit l!)i> S'-nl-: nndn* the then 
nilniinr ir.'ition. Hr, however, hnd not fnrtitudo enough 
to witli' torul Hi'- Mnjr'-ty';! jv-ronol eritn-ntir’ nml yielded, 
doing from dour! to l*<ird H.onlwirhr*;! to ende.'vvour to 
Jiinhc hi*; j*^ nrr, hi’ I/inl’-hip, who w.-i’s r.'ither npprehenpivc 
of the ecui’ '‘qtsfjjee of Iji’s vhdf to f?nir«l. .Inmr.sV, wlicn he 
fr»\v hi’i hrtif ht rV cr.m'rsge drive up, v.en‘ to the hend of the 
i-tnin-' to meet him, Init the fcrvantn iit that moment nn- 
notmeing Mr. Yorl.’e .i>; C'hnncellor, liis lyordship hrustil}* 
rclunu'fl to hi« .np.irlnient, dro hing the door in his hrotherV 
fnce njid indign.intly nfu-ing to admit him. Mr. Yorhe 
jnsliintly went home nnd rut liis thro.it, of wliich wound he 
died two tl.iys offer, tearing the dn-ssings off wlien lie under- 
stood there w.is n proh.ihility of hi.s recover}'. At the timo 
of Ins death a patent of jH-enige for him hml been made out, 
nnd only awnited the nflixing of Iho Gn'nt Seal thereto. 

At Krith 3 wn.s surrounded with every elegnneo, nnd 
treated with re.«pcct nnd hindncs.s by each individunl of 
the family. Wo spent the first day voiy cheerfully, Jlr. 
Cane forbidding niiytliing relative to businc.ss. The no.vt dny 
lie told me that from, the disposition ho understood ray father 
to be ill respecting me I must, not expett much, or that ho 
would even sec me, adding, “ 3Jut don’t bo cast down by 
what I have said ; wo shall be able to strilco out something 
for you without liis n.s.sistancc, upon which point we shall 
have Bufiicienl timo and opportunities to consult together 
during a voyage I am going upon in a few days uith some 
friends, and which party you shall Join.” Ho then ordered 
his jilincton, and 1 accompanied liim therein to London, 
ordered my trunk from Lowe’s Hotel to Berners Street, and 
after purchasing a supply of readymade linen from Blunts’ 
warchou.so at Cliai'ing Cross, returned in the same enmngo 
to Erith. 

On the 20th (of Juno) the company that were to go upon 
the cruise. n.sseniblcd at Mr. Cano’s, consisting of Lord George 
Gordon (who afterwards engaged so much of the public at- 
tention and was the primary cause of the dreadful riots of 
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1780). He was then a gay, volatile and elegant young man, 
of the most affable and engaging manners ; George Demp- 
ster, Esq., a Member of Parliament, and Eccretaiy to the 
Order of the Thistle, the badge of which he wore suspended 
to a broad green silk ribbon round his neck ; Sir Charles 
Bingham, afterwards created Earl of Lucan ; Mr. Stephen- 
son, who had made a large fortune in the East India Com- 
pany’s service at Bombay ; Mr. Cane and myself, making 
six in number. The gentlemen above specified were all men 
of superior talents, and being of exactly the same political 
way of thinking, condemning the folly and injustice of the 
Government in endeavouring to dragoon the Americans 
into unconditional submission, wc were in no danger of 
arguments or difference of opinion upon that head. 

Upon Mrs, Cane and her mother leaving the table after 
dinner, our host desired each guest to fill a bumper of 
champagne, which being complied vith, he gave, “Suc- 
cess to the Americans,” a toast that was applauded by 
all present with enthasiasm, and which we daily did duo 
honour to during the lime wc ’K’crc out. At night we went 
on board the Henridla, the cutler being so named in com- 
pliment to Mrs. Cane, where we retired to our respective 
cots. Before break of day the crew' got under weigh (having 
four additional hand.s, besides a Channel pilot, for the 
voyage), standing down the river with a fine breeze at 
north-west. At seven wc passed Gravesend. 

It having been previously resolved to keep early hours, 
v/e assembled to breakfast precisely at eight o’clock, dined 
at tvr’o, and supped at nine. Lord George Gordon, hearing 
I had recently been in the West Indies, asked me a variety 
of questions relative to the state of the British Islands. He 
seemed extremely pleased irith the account I gave of the 
reception we had experienced at Charles Town, saying 
the Ministiy ought to make a public acknowledgment of the 
liberality of the Americam; upon that occasion. He then ob- 
served that he had two days before met at Ids father, the 
Duke of Gordon’s, a gcnlleman just come from America, who 
had given them a most entertaining and interesting account of 
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tho ingenious innnoiuvTcs 1)3* which he Imtl saved the sfiip in 
which he was n passenger from being captured. 'J'his account 
was that in the conimenccmcnt of tho voyage ho had amu.sed 
himself b 3 ’ painting upon paatcboanl l.ho nioutlw of canon, 
one of which he fixed into the different ports, being eight in 
number, and so well were they executed t.hat any one at the 
outside must ho deceived and take them for guns. After 
being ten da 5 *s at sea a strange sail hovo in sight, which 
upon nearing them was discovered to bo an American 
privateer mounting thirt}* guns and full of men. While the 
enemy was in chase ho dressed a dozen of the crow in old 
regimental coats, and made them, thus equipped, cxliibit 
themselves in tho most conspicuous parts of tho quarter- 
deck. Ho also ordered two four-pounders that were placed 
upon tho forecastle (to use as signals) to bo discharged, and 
put on every appearance of being dotormined to resist. 
Tho stratagem succeeded, tho privateer after hovering near 
tho vessel for a couple of hours, firing now and then a ran- 
dom shot, having sheered off. Upon presenting her stem they 
read on the taffrail. The Washington of Charles Town. His 
Lordship then asked me if I had heard of that ship wliilst 
at Charles Town, wliich I answered I had not. 

In tho afternoon, off the Island of Sliippey, we lay to, 
sending a boat to Shcerness for a supply of vegetables and 
bread, which having prociued wo made sail again. Tho 
next morning early we saw three ships working up, one of 
which from her rigging I knew to bo my old ship, where- 
upon I observed, “ Here comes the Neio Shoreham." Lord 
George, bearing this, earnestly exclaimed, “ The New 
Shoreham/ That’s the very sliip I alluded to.” “Then, 
my Lord,” said I, laughing, “ the ingenious contriver of her 
escape must have been Captain Dobbins, for we had no 
other passenger.” “ Assuredly it was,” said his Lordship, 
“ and it is odd you did not notice the circumstance when I 
mentioned the privateer’s name.” “ It would have been 
still more extraordinary if I had,” was my reply, “not 
having seen or heard of any such privateer until spoken of 
by your Lordship.” “ You astonish me,” said he. “ What 

K 
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in God’s name could have led the man to tcU so strange 
and so wanton a falsehood, or to humbug my father and mo 
mth his idle invention ? ” The only way I could at all 
account for it was “ his propensity to fiction,” but in 
justice to my poor shipmate’s good nature I thought it 
right to add, that “ not one of the many marvellous anec- 
dotes ho had favoured me with ever tended to the injury 
of any human creature. In all he was ‘ himself the hero 
of each little talc.’ ” “ Upon my word,” observed Lord 

George, “ this is the most ridiculous circumstance I ever 
heard of, and pray did nothing occur to give him the idea 
of such a story ? ” “ Nothing,” said I. “ Wo saw no 

privateer, nor any sail whatever until near England, neither 
had the New ShorcJiam a single port, ns you may perceive, 
or the sign of a gun on board, nor do I believe Captain 
Dobbins had a second regimental , coat in his wardrobe,” 
Wo then had a hearty laugh at the man’s folly, Mr. Demp- 
ster remarking how very singular the discovery of it had 
been! Lord George could talk of nothing else for some 
time, protesting ho would inform the Duke of the pro- 
pensity his friend had. 

In the evening wo entered Margate pier, where wo landed, 
attended the Rooms, supped, and returned on board to 
sleep, the people directly warping out and bending their 
course towards Boulogne, off -wliich port wo found our- 
selves upon rising in the morning. The tide being out wo 
came to an anchor, stepping into our yawl to row on shore, 
but when within thirty yards of the harbour she grounded. 
A dozen fiat-bottomed boats then approached, from whence 
issued a parcel of Amazonian fish women with their petti- 
coats rolled close up, their whole thighs being bare. These 
masculine creatures seized hold of us, lifting us, whether 
wo would or not, out of the yawl, and carried us in their- 
arms to the land, a smart contest, in which several of them 
lay sprawling in the sea, taking place who should secure the 
prey. 

Upon reaching terra finma we immediately proceeded 
to the house of Messrs. Meriton and Smith, eminent English 
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wino xtiorclinnf/?, wlio carried on n prodigioiin trndo in that 
tovm. Ikir. Smith, who was well acquainted wth Mr. Cano 
end Mr. Dempster, received ua wth true hospitality. After 
having fncrificcd freely at the ahrino of Bacchus, Lord 
George Gordon proposed a dash off to Paris for a couple of 
dej*!!, which being agreed to three wtiurcs were sent for to 
bo at the door at daybreak the next morning, when the 
whole party set off, and early on the third day entered the 
French capital, driving to a handsome hotel in Rue St 
Sauveur. 

The general appearance of the city by no means answered 
my expectation or the opinion I had formed of the far- 
famed Paris. It, however, certainly contains a number of 
magnificent public edifices. 

2Ir. Cano and I went to visit l^Iessicius Panebaud, two 
brothers who carried on the business of bankers, and with 
whom I had become acquainted at my father’s in London, 
where they gencrallj’' wont once a year. They invited our 
party to dinner the next day, giving ua a very cheerful 
“ Fairo Fete.” Wo there met several of the noblesse, most 
of whom accompanied us to the opera in the evening. 

The following day wo went to Versailles and saw the 
Royal Family at Chapel. Having viewed the Palace and 
Gardena wo returned to Paris, again to dine with the Pan- 
chauds, one of the guests being Major Baggs, brother to the 
Jamaica hero. He was very civil ond attentive to me, and 
at night took me to his box at the Comidie, where he intro- 
duced mo to Mr. Taaffo, an Irish gentleman of fortune, who 
told me my father was one of the oldest friends he had. 
Air. Taaffo and Major Baggs lived together. They insisted 
upon our party dining with them and gave an entertaimnent 
in princely magnificence, the wines being delicious, es- 
pecially the burgundy, of which I took a largo quantity. 

Having mode the most of our time and seen the rarities 
of Paris, we on the 28th (of June) commenced our journey 
back to Boulogne, arriving at Meriton and Smith’s on the 
Ist of July, where we took another batch of his excellent 
wine, and prepared for sea. Air. Cane sending on board .the 
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Hcnridfa a plentiful supply of champagne and claret, the 
hampers containing the same half filling the cabin. 

On the 2nd vre sailed out of the harbour at high •?irater 
with a fine fresh breeze from the south-west, which drove us 
on at a fine rate, bending our course across the Channel 
direct for Portsmouth. When we had been about seven 
hours at sea a Custom House cutter ranged up alongside, 
one of the officers coming on hoard to examine our vessel. 
The man was as civil as possible, paying vast- respect to 
llr. Dempster’s ribbon and insignia of the Thistle. After 
enquiring from whence we came and whither bound, 3Ir. 
Cane invited him into the cabin, where, seeing the hampers 
arranged, he observed, “ You have laid in a good stock of 
wine. Sir.” ilr. Cane replied, “ It is nece5saT3’' as we mean 
to be out several weeks and are six in number. Besides, 
you know it would not do to stint ourselvc.';.” The officer 
good-humouredly agreed, saying, “ Certainly, Sir, you are 
quite right to have enough. It is not to watch pleasure 
vessels like thrj that we are employed.” Having eat some 
cold fowl and ham, with a tumbler of madeira, he returned 
to his cutter and stood up Channel. 

After dinner our conversation turned upon the usual 
suhject — ^America, when Lord George Gordon said to 
ilr. Cane, “ I think in compliment to the worthy patriots 
of our injured Colonies upon the Continent you ought to call 
your cutter the Cemgress (the meeting of the people under 
that title having been then established). This observation 
was unanimously deemed a very proper one, and 3Ir. Cane 
determined forthwith to rechristen her. All hands instantly 
filling a bu-Tiper, we drank, “ Success to the Cemgress.” 
Johnson, the head man or master, being summoned, was 
told she was no longer the Henri^lta, but was in future to 
he called the Congress, a bowl of punch being ordered for the 
crew thereupon. 

On the 3rd we made the Isis of Wight and stood 
for Portsmouth Harbour vdth a pleasant light wind. At 
Spithead we passc-d close to an eighty-gun ship laying at 
anchor. Ail our party being upon deck, Johnson at the 
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helm, the Lieutenant on duty ver}’ civilly "asked, “ Pray, 
my lad, whose cutter is that, and what’s her name ? ” 
Johnson answered readily enough to the first part, “ Squire 
Cane’s, Sir,” after which he paused, and in a hesitating 
manner added, “ The Congrrss” In the verj’ moment he 
said so, we had shot ahead sufficiently for the Lieutenant 
to see ’* Henrietta ” upon her stem. lie therefore, naturally 
enough, conceived the man meant to be impertinent, and 
angrily said, “ Damn your blood, you impudent scoundrel, 
1 u*ish I had you here and I’d congress you. Your master 
ought not to encourage such insolence.” 

Having entered the harbour wo brought to alongside 
a hulk and went ashore to view the dock, store-houses, and 
other worla worth attention, which occupied three hours 
very pleasantly, after which we returned to our cutter, and, 
dropping down uith the tide, got out to sea again and made 
sail. The 4th, after a fine run, we arrived at WcjTnouth. 
This place had been fixed upon ns the extent of our trip to 
the westward, and we spent ten days at it most agrecabty in 
as good a tavern ns any in England. Our whole party sub- 
scribed to the Rooms, but my chief amusement was the 
theatre, where there were a set of very tolerable actors. 
We dined one day with Jlr. Sturt, at his elegant villa a few 
miles from the town, and another with Mr. Buxton, a great 
Russian merchant, who resided upon the highest part of 
Portland, commanding an extensive prospect of the ocean 
with ships constantly passing and repossing, but the want 
of trees made it, in my opinion, look dreary ; in winter it 
must bo dreadfully so. 

The 15th we embarked in the Congress, reacliing Ports- 
mouth in the night of the IGth. In the morning we landed, 
and in our walk upon the sea-line met my old friend. Gam- 
bier, then an Admiral, commanding a fleet. He made us 
stay to dine with him, and while over our wine told the 
party how very ill I had behaved to him in the j'car 1766. 
Upon hearing which Lord George Gordon exclaimed, “ I 
tliink Mr. Hickey was right, and acted prudently. There 
is no encouragement nowadays in the navy to induce any 
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man to enter it ; it is all job and trick. This I know too 
well by woeful experience, having already been nine years 
a lieutenant without the least prospect of promotion.” 
This, however, was not quite candid or fair in bis lord- 
ship, for having constantly opposed Government in his 
place as a Member of Parliament, making violent speeches 
against all its measures, he could not reasonably expect that 
the administration would think themselves bound to give 
him rank in his profession. 
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IJIIS'T AT ItlUTlI 

W K li’f{ Porl/ jiKiuth thf ISth.rnrly in tlu' njorninp, ntul 
on the 2(il1i our pnrty nt Krith in liiph lu-.-iKh 

nnti ritiril/-’, fnulinp Mn*. Cano niul fajnily jK-rfccth* wi-11. Tho 
anu' ovcninp l>onl rirorpc- (Jonl«m niul tlic oIIkt pcnl!<.'mi*n 
)<•(<• XV', 'J'hf followinp liny Mr. C:uu* tool: niu to town, 
wlji-n* hi* pniil bur iiu*' •= would <l<<t-.*iin him ronu* ihiy.*?. Cnllinp 
nt till,* .Tcni.'-tih tn cnfTt'<*-hoU‘U*, 1 thon* hi-.inl (h.nt my old 
friend nnd ihiiunnte, Mr. dnenb Hider, was rulurncd to 
Knplnnd with nn nmjdi! fortune, n\''idinp in U|tjH*r Hnrtey 
Stn-et. I immedintely went- in renreh of him, nnd found 
him in a c.npitnl pood hou* t', pplendidly furnished. He intro- 
duml me to his wife, whom he had married in Benpal, by 
whom he had one child, n fmi? little girl then four years of 
age. He reei'ived me with the most. afTcctionatc regard, 
.said he had lately made mnnj* e*nquirie.s about me in St. 
Albans tSlJcct, and was sorry to ree I was in disgrace with 
my father, who seemed greatly offended with me. " How- 
ever," added he, ‘‘ I, and the re.st of your nunU'rou.s friends 
nnd well-wlshen?, must exert our influence to bring about 
a reconciliation, nnd that once effected, away with you to 
Bengal as fast as you can. In the new Court c.stnbli.shed 
nt Calcutta, I am certain you will Ruccecd, nature having 
intended you for the profession of the Law." 

Upon my return to BerncrH Street I told Mr. Cano what 
Rider had said, nnd he was of the same opinion, promising 
me he would dircctlj* apjflj’ to all hi.s India connections re- 
specting the obtaining leave for me to go out ns nn Attorney. 
The next day he took me to visit Mr. Gregory, w’ho had 
resided for many years in India, where he had acquired an 
immciuc fortune, and was then a director, with whom he 
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was upon the most intimnlo terms. This gentleman readily 
promised to give his interest tovs’nrds promoting the object 
I had in view, observing that I ought not to think of going 
out until the spring, which would not onty seeme me a good 
passage, but make me arrive at Calcut.t a in the most pleasant 
and healthy season of the year. Having ascertained that 
my father was gone to Bath, I called in St. Albans Street 
to see my sisters, from whom I grieved to hear that, ho con» 
tinned inexorable respecting mo, and was resolved to 
interest himself no further about me. From my fat.her’s 
I went to Mrs. Forrest s, whom I found quite well, with all 
her lovely daughters about her. The whole family received 
mo most Idndly. Arthur was become an ensign in the 
Guards, leading a dissipated London life ; my favourite, 
Tom, was at sea. 

After passing a week in to%vn, I retiuned with hlr. Cano 
to the elegant and tranquil scenes of his retreat at Erith, 
where everything was so comfortable and so pleasing ns to 
make time glide away imperceptibly. Our mornings were 
spent in either sailing, riding on horseback or driving in 
m3’ host’s phaeton to visit the numerous friends ho had in 
the neighbourhood. The most intimate of these were : 
Mr. Wheatl3’, Avho possessed a fine estate aboxit five miles 
from Erith ; Sir Sampson Gideon, nearl}’ the same distance 
on an eminence between Greenwich and lYoolwich ; Mr. 
Adair, father of the Recorder of London, who inhabited an 
old house in which Oliver Cromwell resided, within a mile of 
Mr. Cano’s ; Alderman Kirkmau, who had Calcraft’s 
famous place at Norllcot; hlr. Shuttloworth and hlr. 
Hussey, who lived together, also near Norfleet ; General 
Desaguliers and Lord Ferrers, who had cottages on the 
banks of the Thames. At all these houses wo frequently 
dined in the pleasantest and most informal manner. 

Frequently Mr. Cano and I, when sitting Wc d lelc over 
oiu bottle, have, upon observing a fresh wcsterlj* ■wind 
blowing, instant.13’’ gone on board the Congress, got under 
wa5’’, and in a few minutes been running nine or ten knots 
an hour on our wa3’ towards Boulogne. The cutter ^vas 
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kept in such a stylo that, it was like moving from one splen- 
did room into nnot.hor equally so. Upon embarking the 
only difference was that instead of the handsome dining 
parlour of Erith wc were in a neat cabin with the best wines 
upon a snug little table. Mr. Cane, observing that I was 
partial to champagne, always ordered a bottle to be brought 
during dinner, of which ho usually drank a couple of glasses, 
and I finished it, after which wc each took at least a bottle 
of claret, sometimes more. 

I occasionally amused myself by making sketches of the 
beautiful landscapes that met the eye in every direction 
from my host’s garden. I made two in particular, wliich 
I finished liighly in water-colours, one being Mr. Cane’s 
house and garden, &c., taken from on board the cutter, the 
other, the gunpowder magazines at Purfleet, three miles 
below Erith on the Essex shore. These drawings I presented 
to Mrs. Cane, who was so delighted with them that it in- 
duced in her a wish to acquire the art herself, and she ex- 
pressed an earnest wish that I would become her instructor, 
an oflSce I readily undertook knowing the docility and genius 
of my pupil. She entered upon the business with such zeal as 
very soon to make a considerable proficiency. The evenings 
(when only the family wore present) we passed in playing 
at half-crown whist, or four-handed cribbage. 

In the latter end of the month of July, a relation of 
Mr. Cane’s, Mr. Peter Wybrants, a fine young man, came 
over from Dublin for the purpose of being entered at the 
Temple, being intended for the Bar. This young gentle- 
man had chambers of his own, but spent much of bis time 
in Mr. Cane’s family, who were all sincerely attached to 
him. He therefore joined us on a party to Margate, where 
Mrs. Cane had been directed to go for the benefit of sea 
bathing. On the 31st Mrs. Cane (who never ventured 
upon the water) with her mother, Mrs. Johnson, departed 
for London, and from thence proceeded the following day 
by land to Margate. In the afternoon of the same day 
Mr. Cane, Mr. Wybrants, and myself, embarked in the 
Congress with a fresh south-west wind, reaching the place 
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of our destination almost in tlio samo moment that the ladies 
did. Wo immediately wont to an oxoollont house that Mr. 
Cano had, by letter, engaged in Cecil Square, close to the now 
Rooms. After tlirco da}^’ sojourn Mr. Cano, Mr. Wybrants, 
Mr. Stephenson, whom I have already spoken of, and myself, 
sot out on an expedition to Boulogne and down Channel. 

As wo did not intend to remain many hoiurs at Boulogne, 
instead of entering the harbour, wo came to an anchor out- 
side the Bar, and wont on shore in the boat, dined at Moriton 
and Smith’s, returning at night to the Congress with an 
ample supply of wines for the voyage. We immediately 
made soil, steering direct for Boaohy Head, intending to 
visit Brightholmstone and stay there some days. 

During ova passage across the Channel it came on to blow 
strong from the south-west ; a high sea arose, which made 
Mr. Stephenson so violently sick wo ni)prehondcd his 
bursting a blood-vessel. After a most boisterous night wo 
the following day made the English coast and soon saw 
Boaohy Head, distant about seven leagues, at which time it 
blow so hard wo could scarcely carry a oloso-ieofod main- 
sail and storm-jib, the sea malcing a fair bieaoh over us 
every moment. The pilot assured us it would become much 
worse when off the pitch of the head, upon hearing which 
Mr. Stephenson bogged most earnestly that ho might bo 
put on shore, ho oared not whore, for if ho wore obliged to 
remain on board another night ho was smx) ho should die. 
Mr. Cano thereupon dirootod the pilot to stand oloso in- 
shore in hopes of meeting with some fisliing boat. Wo 
accordingly did run for the land, and the pilot soon informed 
us we were off the little village of Eastbourne. A small boat 
coming alongside, the people belonging to her said tbs 
gale would cortainl3f increase, which induced Mr. Cane to 
resolve to stop a few hours to wait the result of the weather. 
Our whole party got into the boat and were landed through 
a tremendous surf, which ooraplctoly drenched us. 

Eastbourne, since bcoome a fosliionable place of resort, 
Avas then only an insignificant fishing town, consisting -of 
about eight or ton scattered houses. The boatmen con- 
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ducted us to the only public-house in the village, as miserable- 
looking a dwelling from the outside as I ever beheld, where, 
from its appearance, we expected neither victuals, drink, 
or any sort of comfortable refreshment. Upon entering, 
however, we were shown into a very clean room, where the 
landlady, in five minutes, made a cheerful and blazing fire. 
Whilst employed drying our clothes, Mr. Cane mode en- 
quiries whether we could have anything to eat. The hostess 
replied if we could put up with fish and poultry she could 
supply us, but she had no butcher’s meat remaining. Being 
told we should be content with whatever she could produce 
she promised to do her best, and in half an hour we sat 
down to a beautifully white tableeloth, and she brought in 
as fine a dish of fish as ever was seen at Billingsgate, with 
excellent lobster and 03^ter sauces. This was followed 
by a pair of tender, well-dressed chickens, and we finished 
an ample repast with good old Cheshire cheese. 

Concluding no wine was procurable in such a house, we 
washed down our food with tolerable ale, but one of the 
gentlemen asking if they ever sold wine of any sort, the 
landlady answered, “Yes, sometimes, but she could not 
expect such gentry as we would be able to drink it.” A 
bottle was thereupon ordered, not with any intention of 
- drinking it, but merely for the benefit of the mistress of the 
mansion who had furnished us with so admirable a meal. 
A bottle being opened, I poured out a glass, which smelling, 
1 formd to be claret, and tasting, pronounced it very fair 
wine. Mr. Cane thereupon took some, which he instantly 
declared to be as high flavoured claret as any in his own 
cellar. The consequence was a liberal potation, each of us 
drinking full two bottles. 

Another matter of surprize awaited us, for upon calling 
for a bill, the landlady made a demand of eighteen-pence 
apiece, amounting to six shillings. “ Six shillings, my 
good lady,” said Mr. Cane, “is indeed a most moderate 
demand, but you must tell us what we are to pay for drink 
os well as eating.” “ Oh, dear gentlemen,” replied the 
woman, “ I can make no charge for that. You are heartily 
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welcome to the wine, and I’m glad you were able to drink 
it. The case is, my poor boys now and then run over to 
Guernsey on little matters of business, and generally bring 
home with them a few dozen of wine, which I seldom find 
occasion to use, and as it costs me nothing, you are heartily 
welcome and much good may you do with it.” By a few 
more questions we ascertained that her “ poor boys ” were 
neither more nor less than professed smugglers. With 
considerable difi&culty we prevailed upon her to accept a 
guinea for as excellent a repost os ever four hungry fellows 
sat down to, and then began to talk of returning on board 
the Cmgreas to proceed on to Brighthelmstone. 

Mr. Stephenson thereupon declared that notlung should 
induce him ever to set foot on board a ship or vessel of any 
kind again, and as it still continued to blow hard he advised 
the whole party to send to Lewes for chaises and go across 
by land to Brighthelmstone, leaving the Congress to the 
management of her crew to convey her round by sea, orders 
to which effect were, in consequence, forthwith given to 
Johnson. 

Having procured carriages from the nearest town, wo 
reached Brighton in the course of two hours and a half. 
Here we anxiously looked out for the Congress, that we 
might change our clothes, having nothing with us except 
what was on our backs. The morning, however, appeared 
without any tidings of the cutter. We were therefore 
under the necessity of sending to a slop shop, each pur- 
chasing a shirt, &c. 

After passing another anxious day at the principal inn 
and still hearing nothing of the Congress, the south-west 
gale continuing with unabated force, Mr. Cane determined 
to return to Eastbourne in search of her. 

After breakfast the second morning. Cane, Wybrants, 
myself, and Tiger (an immense sized Newfoundland dog of 
Mr. Cane’s), stepped into a post-chaise with four excellent 
horses, and set off for Eastbourne, where upon our arrival 
we learnt that the cutter had been seen about six o’clock 
that morning running by to the eastward, apparently in 
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distress, having no jib-boom and the mainsail lovrored 
doTR’n ; that while n boat was preparing to go off to her 
assistance she hoisted her cross-jack and topsail and run up 
Channel before the wind at a great rato. 

Upon receiving this information we continued our journey 
along the coast, hoping she would stop at tho first secure 
place. The wind wn.s extremely high and blew in such vio- 
lent gusts that at limes we thought chaise, horses, and all 
would bo driven bodil}' to leeward. Tho wind was from 
the sea, othcrn*i.so I should have felt verj' uncomfortable 
in ninning along the tops of exceedingly high hills and within 
a few feet of the edge of perpendicular precipices scores of 
fathoms deep. 

After stopping at every town and fisliing villogo on our 
route without getting any intcliigcncc respecting tho Con- 
gress, wo, late in the evening, reached Dover, where we 
supped and slept. Earlj' tho following morning wo 
walked down to the pier, mnlang enquiries whether our run- 
aw'uy vessel had been seen, when tho master of ono of the 
Custom House schooners said he had observed a cutter of 
the description wo mentioned pass tho evening before at 
an immense rate, and stand round tho Foreland into the 
Downs. We thereupon continued our journey to Margate, 
where wo found the Congress very quietly laying at anchor. 

Jolmson lay tho whole blame upon the pilot, who ho spoke 
of as being frightened out of his ■wits w'hcn off Bcachy Head 
from tho sea brcaldng heavily on board every two or three 
minutes, so much so that the pilot insisted upon bearing 
aw’ay to prevent her foundering, not'withstanding ho (John- 
son) strongly objected, stating tho necessity of getting to 
'Brighthelnrstono, as he loiow neither his master or friends 
had a change of linen with them. Tho pilot, however, 
said ho alone was responsible for tho safety of tho cutter, 
and bear up ho would and did. Johnson further told us 
that when off Eastbourne ho much wanted to stop there 
and land to ask about his master, but tho pilot peremptorily 
refused, saying there was too much sea for any boat to 
venture landing in, and he must make tho best of his way 
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to find Bomo sholtor; that ho (Johnson) being ontiroly 
ignorant of tho navigation of tho Channel, doted not ven- 
ture to take tho oommand from tho pilot lest any accident 
Bhould happen, ond ho therefore reluctantly yielded to his 
(tho pilot’s) orders. 

As wo wore fatigued by our hurried journey along tho 
const of Hampshire, Sussex, and Kent, wo complied with 
tho wish of Mrs. Cano and her mother by staying at homo 
tho whole evening, determining to play a family rubber at 
whist, talco an early supper, and retire to bod by ton o’clock. 
After playing one rubber I became so drowsy that I requested 
Mr. Wybrnnta to take my place at tho card table, which 
lie did, and I seated myself by tho fireside, whore I fell into 
a profound sleep, from which I awoke in tho tortures of 
tho damned, bouncing up, and sorocohing mth a drcndlul 
pain in my right foot. The whole party scorned to enjoy my 
distress, laughing immoderately, until tho severity of tho 
pain ooensionod mo to faint. All then wore in tho utmost 
distress on my aooount. 

Upon rooovoring myself, I ontroatod that my boot might 
bo out off, wliioh Mr. Wybrants instantly offootod, and my 
foot was disoovorod to bo in a dreadful state of inflamma- 
tion. Oil and a variety of remedies rcoommonded by tho 
ladies wore applied, but without procimng mo tho least re- 
lief. A surgeon was thereupon sent for, upon whoso appear- 
ance I first learnt that tho cause of my sufferings arose from 
a severe bmn. Mr. Cano, not at all aware of tho miseluof 
ho was about to do, observing mo sitting oross-loggod and 
fast asleep, twisted a piece of paper which ho dipped in tho 
wax of tho candle, and lighting one ond, lay it upon tho top 
of my foot. I had on a pair of thick wax leather boots, and 
so deep and profound was my sleep that tho ontiro paper 
was eonsumod before the anguish awolconod me. So 
grievously had it operated that tho uppor part of tho leather 
was burnt to a oindor. 

Tho surgeon having examined and dressed my foot, 
ordered mo to bod, there to remain until ho saw mo again. 
Ho then told Mr. Cano that ho was apprehensive from the 
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situation and appearance of tho wound somo of tho Jargo 
vessels were so materially hurt that I might bo a oripplo for 
life, upon hearing which my friend Cane was beyond measuro 
distressed. He instantly dispatched an express to London 
to summon Mr. Robin Adair to come and attend me, but 
that gentleman happening to be at Bristol at tho time, Mr. 
John Hunter, who had undertaken to act for him during 
his absence, instantl3' left town and came to me. After 
meeting the Margate surgeon and inspecting my foot ho at 
once declared no ill consequence would arise, and that a 
few days’ quiet, keeping my leg in a horizontal position, 
and frequently appljdng an embrocation which ho ordered, 
would completely cure tho hurt. And so it proved ; in a 
week I was perfectly recovered, but during that period I 
was kept upon chicken broth, and not allowed a drop of 
wine, lest fever should ensue. 

Tho whole family had attended mo with tho utmost 
assiduity and kindest attention, hir. Cano or Mr. Wybrants 
being constantly in my room, reading or contri^ng some 
means to amuse mo/ Tho ladies, too, generally passed a 
couple of hours daily in my chamber, hir. Cano was much 
hurt at tho suffering ho had occasioned mo, declaring evoiy 
hour his concern, adding that it would for tho remainder 
of his life prevent his ever using, or permitting where he 
could prevent it, any practical jokes of the same kind. 

After spending ten days in a sick room attending upon mo, 
Mr. Wybrants left us to resume his studies at the Temple, 
though I believe much more of his time was sacrificed to 
Bacchus and Venus than to Coke upon Littleton. 

On tho 10th (August) I was so perfectly recovered as to bo 
able to take a hard day’s soil with Mr. Cane, and he then 
said if the wind continued in the same quarter, and equally 
fresh, he would the next day run over to Boulogne. Re- 
turning at six o’clock) completely drenched from the seas 
breaking over us every five minutes, we took a larger 
allowance than usual of claret, I having, as usual, previously 
dispatched a bottle of champagne. After receiving three or 
four different summonses to coffee, we, about ten o’clock, 
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pnnrATiATioNs i-ou kast in'dia again’ 

O N the iiiorningof the 17th (AwgiiPt) we went, to lowi to 
meet ft large pad.ytliningwilh Mr. Cane in Bernciv Street, 
which consisted of Mr. John O’Neil, afterwards Lord O’Neil, 
Jlr. Dawson, Mr. Marlin, Lord BellainonI, Mr. (Jregor 3 ', Mr. 
Dcinj)stcr, General Arni.strong, niul Mr. lii-sicinc, now Lord 
Enckinc, who had jnst. then conunenced his stndj'’ as a 
lawyer, intending to qualifj' himself for the Bar, w'hcrc he 
Bub-sequcntl}’ made so conspicuoii.s and brilliant a figure. At 
this dinner 1 first, heard him recite his famous poem, called, 
"The Jeranium,” a jcu d'cspril that showed more than 
common talents, with the most classical and elegant ta.stc. 
After pa,ssing one of the plcnsanlc.st days of mj' life I looked 
at my watch, expecting to find it about ten o’clock. I, to m 3 ' 
surprize, saw' it was two, so rapidly had the time slipped away. 

The following day my friend Cane took me to Mr. 
Boberts, an East India Director, to whom Mr. Gregory 
bad spoken about me, and w’ho, in consequence thereof, 
promised to obtain leave from the Court for me to proceed 
to Bengal in one of their ships. He received mo with the 
utmost politeness, assuring me he should cxcii his interest 
in my behalf and, observing there would not be another 
Court for near a fortnight to come, desired I would call again 
upon liim about that time. In the evening Mr. Cano re- 
turned to Erith, but I remained in London, being engaged 
to dine with my old Plasscy shipmate, Mr. Jacob Rider, who 
had been some lime returned from India, where I w'as most 
hospitably entertained. Ho told mo ho had spoken to 
General Richard Smith, Mr. Leicester, and others of his 
India connections, from all of whom ho should get very 
powerful and useful recommendations for mo. 

G 89 
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Upon bresMng np at- Mr. Eider’s I Trent to tie Bedford 
CoSee Honse, Trhere, meeting Major ^rngent. Jack Tetbring- 
ton. R-nd some others of the old set. they made me promise 
to d^TiR TTith them the next day at the Shakespear. I 
accordingly did so, and there once more fell in Tvith the 
choice female spirits, Pris. Vincent, NeTvton, Sally Hudson, 
Kit Frederick, «S:c. The tTvo first-named sang a number of 
delightful songs, and proved themselves in as fine voice as 
I had left them before my India voyage. The vromen all 
expressed great satisfaction at thus unexpectedly meeting 
me. This convivial party brought to my recollection many 
former scenes of dissipation, vrMch, though highly gratifying 
at the time, ultimately occasioned me acute suSering and 
remorse. 

On the £0th I returned to Frith, Trhere I found Peter 
Vyhrants just arrived before me. The foUotving day -ve 
all Trent to dine rrith 3j[r. VTheatley, rrhere ttb met General 
Desaguliers, and a pleasant party of both sexes. 

On the 27th I vrent dortn in the Congress to Tilbury Fort, 
vhere I landed and -walked to my friend. Colonel Cooper’s, 
Tvho had an excellent house about two miles inland, -with 
whom I had promised to spend some days. On the 2nd of 
September I returned to Frith. The Sid, Mr. Cane drove 
me to London and back in the evening, Mr. VTybrants 
accompanying us. The 5th, -we sailed for Margate. 

Upon my return to Frith I found a letter from Mr. 
Roberm, the Director, telling me there -would not be a 
C-o-urt held for some weeks to come and desiring me to crJl 
upon him the first time I -went to London. On the ISth 
(September) I therefore -went to London for the express 
purpKe of seeing him, when he said it worild not be -nrao- 
ncable to get ms to Bengal in the capacity of a la-wyer, the 
Directors ha-ring recently passed a resolutaon not to Ze* 
lc<j-S£ any more Attorneys upon the public in Bengal ; 
ne-Tertheless he felt sure be should be able to get- me o-nt 
in some -way or other -with the sanction of the Court of 
Directors, cf which he would inform me in the month of 
Octobm. 
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On the loth I went with Mr. Cane and his family to dine 
at Mr. Adair’s, where, in the evening, I was set down to a 
half-guinea point party at whist. Bungler’s luck attended 
me, for I won a rubber of tliree upon balanee. 

At Mr. Adair’s I mot a gentleman named Geoghagan who, 
upon bearing me called Hickey, enquired of what family ] 
was. Being told in answer that I was a son of his old 
friend, Joe Hickey, “ Impossible,” replied he, “ that is no 
more a ebUd of his than of mine.” Being again assured the 
fact was so, “ Then, by God,” said he, “ his mother must 
have been either a mulatto or a Portuguese.” This opinion 
was in some measure justified by my colour, which had 
become extremely dark from exposing myself so much to 
the sim whilst in Jamaica. 

On the 2l8t Mr. Cane and I, notwithstanding the remon- 
strances of Mrs. Cane and her mother against our going 
to sea at the critical time of the Equinox, set off with a 
strong south-west wind for Boulogne, my host wishing 
to supply himself with his winter stock of champagne 
and bmgundy. This voyage proved the roughest and most 
unpleasant we ever made. 

At ten in the morning of the 1st of October wo made fast 
to our buoy ofiE Erith, and there learnt that Mrs. Cane had 
been extremely uneasy on account of the tempestuous 
weather. Upon our landing she expressed her joy at the 
approach of winter as that would put an end to the sailing 
parties. Mr. Cane afforded her infinite satisfaction by assur- 
ing her he would not cross the Channel any more until the 
next spring. 

A week was passed very agreeably in visiting the different 
families round the neighbourhood, several of whom dined 
with Mr. Cane on the. 8th. Whilst at our wine he was called 
out by his own servant who. said a gentleman wished to 
speak to him in a carriage at the door. Aftei^ being absent 
about five minutes, he sent for me. I found him conversing 
with a fashionable-looking man, to whom he introduced me, 
calling him Major Bead. Mr. Cane then told me that busi- 
ness of the utmost importance required the Major’s presence 
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as soon as possible in Paris, and as no mode of traTellmg 
•R-oidd conrev bim so rapidly as Ms cutter he had sent 
to Johnson to get her ready forth-ndth, hut that- being himself 
prevented accompanying his friend, from having a party 
at his house, he should feel greatly obliged if I vrould go in 
his stead, vMch I readily consented to do. ilajor Read then 
took leave, saying he must go to Maidstone, but vrould be 
back before midnight, and immediately embark. 

3Ir. Cane and I then returned to our company. Upon 
their breaking up about twelve o’clock I went on board, 
and, being tired, turned in, desiring I might be called upon 
Major Read’s arrival. He, however, came alongside so 
quietly that I heard nothing of it, he positively forbidding 
my being disturbed. I did not awake until past nine in the 
morning, when looking out I found we were in the sea 
reach. Dressing myself directly, I went upon deck and 
there joined the Major, who said that not being nsed to a 
sTfinging bed he had had no sleep and therefore rose at day- 
break. He seemed to he an elegant man, well acquainted 
with high life, had travelled much and spoke familiarly of 
ah the Courts of Europe. 

There being a light breeze it was evening when we 
reached Margate Roads. Johnson then asked me whether 
I intended stopping for the night at Margate, or proceeding 
immediately for France, to wMch I replied that 3Iajor Read 
being most- desirous to get to Paris he must- stand on, 
whereupon the Major observed that if I had no objection 
he should prefer looking in for a few hours. TTe accordingly 
entered the pier, dressed and went on shore to the Assembly 
Rooms, where I found several acquaintances. I observed 
my companion kept his pocket-handkercMef constantly 
to his face, ap^aring solicitous to pass unnoticed by any 
one, which I thought estraordinary. 

At one in the morning we returned to the Congress, 
immediately went to bed, and at daybreak left the pier, 
stee ring for the French coast. At seven o’clock we per- 
ceived a boat following us, having every sail out that could 
be used- Major Read became very uneasy when Johnson 
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docltm'd f-hp inunl, l>p flppiroun of ovortnUing us from fhc 
ripiuvls slip ukuIp, ami tliat wp had liplfpr lirnvp (o for n few 
minutps utilil slip panip up, to which 1 acceded, at the Pam( 
time a«l;inp the Major if lie had any ohjcction. He eagerly 
aupwpn'd, “ Yes, lip had, the greatest- possible ohjcction, 
everything dear to him in life depemling upon his escaping.” 
Wlicreupon Johnson instantly said, " 'J’licn never fear, Sir, 
I’ll forfeit my life if ever she pets a foot, noaror than she now 
is.” Hauling up a couple of points closer to the wind, we 
ran from her a-s if at- anchor, in little more limn an hour 
losing sight- of her entirely, and we resumed our proper 
course for Calais. 

The Major e.vim'sscd himself infinitely obliged bj’ the 
successful exprlion.s of Johnson and the cultor*.s crew 
in getting aw.ay from the chase. Observing my surprize 
at the earnestne.s.s uith which he liad spoken, and his 
anxiety while the boat, continued in sight, ho requested 
a few wonls with me in private. Retiring to the cabin, 
be there informed me that *' Major Rend” was an assumed 
name and title, his name being Bailloy ; that after many 
years’ successful traffic as a merchant be suddenly beenmo 
unlucky, some decj) engagements he bad entered into turn* 
ing out so ill lie was under a nccc.'Jsity of stopping payment, 
and foxind himself involved to an extent, of nearly two hun- 
dred thousand pounds beyond bis capital ; that some of his 
largest creditors, conceiving (though wholl}’’ without founda- 
tion) ho had not acted honoxxrably, avowed their unalterable 
resolution of throwing him into jail, for whioli purpose they 
bad issued writsS, and ho had too much reason to think 
shcriffR’ ofiicors were waiting at every seaport toxvii along 
the coast to intercept him ; that if ono of them met uitli 
him his inevitable doom would ho a prison for the remainder 
of his life. Thus circumstanced, ho said, he had no alterna- 
tive hut becoming a fugitive, and greatly feared ho never 
more should see his native land ; that having in his pros- 
perity been intimate with Mr. Cano, and knowing lie kept 
a fine sailing vessel, it occurred to him as the most likely 
way to get off with safety, to effect which bo disguised him- 
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self as a mili tary man and was fortunate enough to make 
his escape from London. 

Upon hearing this account, I asked how he could be so 
inconsiderate as to venture on shore and to go to the public 
Assembly Rooms at Margate. He admitted that it was 
imprudent, but he did not think the bailifis would expect 
to find him there, adding, that when ho saw the boat in 
chase of us he had given himself up, imagining a few hours 
would have placed him within a jail. 

Some time after I discovered this gentleman to be the 
husband of the beautiful but frail woman rendered famous 
by her incontinence and amour with His Royal Highness 
the Duke of Cumberland. I also learnt that Mr. Bailley 
had not absconded empty-handed, having furnished him- 
self with the means of living elegantly upon the Continent 
by secreting property to an amount of full thirty thousand 
pounds, the greater part of which was lodged in diSerent 
foreign banks, and that a discovery of this dishonest con- 
duct had justly irritated his creditors, inducing them to 
adopt harsh measures and to endeavour to secure his 
person. 

On the 12th of October we reached Calais, putting up at 
the far-famed Lion d’ Argent, of which hotel the voluble 
Monsieur Dessein was the proprietor.^ After the usual 
salutations to mi Lords anglais, he told us they were in 
daily apprehension of a war breaking out between their 
nation and ours, owing to the decided part- Irance had taken 
in aid of the American Colonies then engaged in a bloody 
contest with the Mother Country ; that a number of able 
and experienced oScers had already actually sailed to give 
their assistance to the oppressed and ill-treated Americans. 

Mr. Bailley rewarded Johnson and the crew most liberally ; 
he pressed me exceedingly to accompany him to Paris, where 
he would frank me as well as back to jcingland. I had a 

^ Desk’s, ire iasocs iosteHrj at C»I»is— rc-s- a. thag cf tie last — ttss 
uinisized bj igiaj noiab’s Eggliihsei, igilzdigg Sterss, Kho was there in 
OstoMr, asd who sertiogs &s ksiel in ini Sr^Tier^sJ Jeiirrm. 

was eIm an hsKfnf cf lissidn’a, and Eids it the scene cf an unan- 
narr ccaveastiBa wife Stame in cne of Hs Pisprrt.— E d. 
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groat inclination to accept the invitation, but considering 
that I had to prepare for India, I did not thinJ): it prudent 
to absent myself, besides which I had for several days been 
considerably annoyed by a sore throat, which from its con- 
tinuance created a considerable degree of uneasiness. I 
therefore resisted the temptation. After spending three 
days as agreeably as the state of my throat would allow 
I took leave of Mr. Bailley, who stepped into a cabriole to 
proceed towards Paris, wUlst I, with an immense store of 
game, embarked in the Congress and sailed for the white 
cliffs of Albion. 

The morning we separated Mr. Bailley presented me with 
a very handsome diamond ring, which he entreated my 
acceptance of, and that I would wear it as a token of his 
gratitude, and in remembrance of him. 

I did not reach Margate until the 18th, having experienced 
much calm weather. Upon going on shore, Mitchiner im- 
mediately explained the cause of the boat that had given 
Bailley so much alarm following us. A gentleman, the 
nephew of Mr. Brown, the banker, was bound to France 
upon urgent business of his uncle’s. He arrived at Margate 
just as we sailed, and hearing it was Squire Cane’s cutter 
then leaving the pier to proceed to Calais he hired a small 
boat to convey him to her, meaning to request a passage. 
The boatmen ran foul of a collier, which carried away their 
rudder, delaying them half an hour ere they got another. 
During that time we had run so far they could not catch 
us, although they persevered in manner already men- 
tioned. 

After staying one day at Margate I sailed for the river, 
and in the morning of the 20th brought to at the moorings 
at Erith. Mr. Cane told me he began to be seriously alarmed 
at my long stay, fearing we had grounded upon some of the 
sands. 

My pupil in drawing, Mrs. Cane, was delighted with the 
amusement and made a rapid progress. The day after my 
■ return I mentioned to Mr. Cane my having a bad sore 
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mninccl nt Eritli until Iho 1 k(. of Docoinbor, except fliat 
tluriny (he jn-riotl I went t^s'iec to I/Oiuluii to fco Mr. 
Hownul, who sit iny Isist vimt pronounced me perfccllj’ 
cured nnd well. 

When Fettled in Herners Street I went nt lenst twice n 
week to the Indin IIoufc nnd JeniFnlem CofIco Houiso, the 
latter being the general n'Fort of nil those who hnd nnj'thing 
to do with Indin. I (here lenrnt (hnt (he early fihip.'J for 
Mndra.*? nnd Chinn were to be di.<5pa(ched in n few days ; 1 
therefore iminedintely wrote to iny fnvouritc Bob Pott, 
to nnnounco to him my intent ion.s of proceeding to 
Bengal, in ortler to jirsictiFc se? nn Attorney in (he Supreme 
Court, of Judicature there;, nnd thn(. he. might expect to sec 
me in n few months nfter (lint letter renched him. 

I frc'qucntly dined with my Plasaoj fihipmntc, Jncob 
Rider, in Upper Ilnrlc}’ Street, where 1 nlwny.s met un- 
commonly grfy nnd pleasant pnrtic.s. Ho proved himself 
Fincerely and •/.enlou.«ly attached to my intcrc.st. 

I often attended (ho (hentro in (ho evening, wont somc- 
tiinc.s to the opera, and occasionally mixed with my former 
profligate nssocintes of bot h bcxo.s. 

A few days before Christinas l^Ir. Roberts, with a number 
of Indians and others, dined with Mr. Cane, when that 
gentleman (Mr. RobertsS) informed mo he had obtained the 
permission of his brother Directors for my going out to 
Bengal, nnd that if I would call at the Secretary’s office 
within the eoiirsc of a week nnd make use of Ins name, 
Mr. Mitchel would do all that was requisite on my behalf. 

On the 2nd of January, 1777, I went to Mr. Mitchel, 
who told me the nccc.ssniy documents should all be prepared 
for mo by the 0th, on which day I found thoj' were so, but 
I was not a little surprized nt receiving amongst them Free 
Mcrcliant’s indentures, because I had heard that it was 
nearly as difficult to obtain that mode of getting to India 
ns the appointment of a ivriter. Mr. Gregory advised mo 
to try to bo on board the Duke of Portland, and gave mo a 
letter of introduction to her Commander, Captain Sutton, 
who behaved with the greatest civility, but expressed his 
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concern at the impossibility of taking me in his ship, the 
whole accommodation being engaged for Mr. Wheler, a 
member of the Supreme Council. He, however, suggested 
the probability of my getting a berth in the Seahorse, which 
would sail at the same time, and kindly ofiered to speak to 
Captain Arthur, the Commander, to receive me, and he 
requested I would meet him the following morning at the 
Jerusalem Coffee House, where both he and Captain Arthur 
would be at noon. I accordin^y observed the appointment 
and was introduced to Captain Arthur, who lamented his 
ship’s being so crowded he could not ^ve me a cabin to 
myself, but if I would submit to be with three other gentle- 
men I might have a passage in the Seahorse. Circum- 
stanced as I was I, without further hesitation, settled the 
business. Captain Arthur’s purser thereupon told me I 
must forthwith send one hundred guineas for a seat at the 
Captain’s table, which was double what I had paid to 
Captain Waddell in the year 1768. 

A few days after I had engaged my passage, Mr. Howorth, 
a barrister and man of eminent talents, called upon me to 
introduce a brother of his, Humphry Howorth, who was 
going out to Tudia as an assistant surgeon in the service of 
the Company, and wished to be in the same ship with me, 
a wish I could have no objection to, but I told Mr. Howorth 
I was afraid he would find a difficulty in procuring a passage 
for his brother in the Seahorse from her being already much 
crowded with passengers. To this he replied that Captain 
Arthur was a particular friend of his and would submit to 
any inconvenience to oblige him. He then asked me to 
dine with him on a future day and he would get the Captain 
to meet me. At the appointed day I went, and was made 
acquainted with his- brother, in whom I recognized a con- 
stant frequenter of the different billiard-tables and tennis- 
courts, to whom I had lost many sbq)ences. I had never 
heard his name, and considered him to be one of the numer- 
ous herd of pettifog^ng little sharpers who were con- 
stantly upon the look out in the hope of fleecing some 
novice or unwary young man, nor do I believe I was much 
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inistnkon in forming such nn o])inion of Mr. Humphry 
Howordi ftt tilic time I so used to meet Iiiin, Upon entering 
tlie room in the Temple where wo dined, Mr. Howorth told 
mo his friend, Captain Arthur, had consented to take his 
brother out to Bengal, and that his ship would probably 
sail early in April. 

The requisite cash for fitting mo out and paying the 
passage was furnished b}' m3' steady friend, Mr. Cane, 
'nithout whose aid I luiow not what I should have done. 

Towards the end of the month (January, 1777) I was 
attacked \rit.h the same sort of sore throat I had suffered 
under in the preceding autumn. I became uneasy, men- 
tioning the circurastanco to Mr. Cane, who thereupon 
immediately took mo to Mr. Adair’s. Mr. Cane told him that 
as I was upon the eve of departing for the East Indies no time 
was to be lost, and I\Ir. Adair engaged to restore me to os 
good health os over, to effect w'hich I must go through the 
very unpleasant process of salivation. 

I took lodgings directly opposite my father’s in St. Albans 
Street, which I w.ns induced to do that I might have the 
use of his kitchen, of servants, &o., in supplying me mth the 
requisite broths and articles I should want during my 
confinement. I took possession of my now abode on the 
Ist of February. My friends were all very land, endeavour- 
ing by every means in their power to beguile my hours of 
anguish. My sisters and brothers also came sometimes to 
see me. Mr. Cane and Mr. Wybrants never missed a day, 
the latter usually sitting two or three hours. With the 
latter occasionally came a Mr. William Burroughs, a distant 
relation of Air. Cano’s, and then at the Temple preparing 
himself for the Bar. 

I derived the greatest advantage from the situation of 
my lodgings, especially when upon the recovery, by being 
supplied with poultry, wines, and various good things from 
my father’s. Mr. Adair had been uncommonly attentive 
during my confinement, and as his professional akill was 
of the very first rate, I felt confident in a perfect cure. On 
the 10th of March he pronounced me fit to embark for any 
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part of ilio world, but ho rocommondcd mo to uso tho warm 
bath and drink plentifully of 8arsai)arilla for a fortnight. 
I thoroforo wont to Ncrot’a famous baths in King Street, 
St. James’s Square, where my career had nearly terminated. 
Tho heat of tho bath brought on a fainting fit in a few 
minutes after I got in. Tho waiter in’ attendance had just 
then gone into another room for something ho wanted; 
ho was greatly terrified on his return to find me entirely 
under water, apparently dead. Ho roared out for assistance, 
which instantly arriving I was taken from tho bath, and by 
tho application of strong volatiles soon recovered. Had tho 
man remained absent a short time longer probably there 
would have boon an end of mo. Ho got a very sovoro re- 
buke for quitting the bath at all. 

Tho first day of my emancipation I paid my respects to 
Captain Arthur, who told mo that ho and tho other Com- 
manders wore to take leave of tho Court of Directors on tho 
following Wednesday. Ho then advised mo to bo at Ports- 
mouth by tho 30th of tho month. Wliilst -with him Mr. 
Howorth came in, and wo agreed to proceed together on 
that day (tho .30th). On tho 14th (March) I returned to 
Mr. Cano’s, who desired mo not to engage myself for tho 
following day, os ho should have a pleasant party at his 
house at dinner and wished mo to bo present. I accordingly 
refused Mr. Rider and another friend who asked mo, but 
being detained at tho India House tho company had as- 
sembled and before I could change my dress had sat down 
to table. Upon entering tho room I was agreeably surprized 
to see amongst tho guests my father, who rose and received 
mo with tho utmost alloction. Messieurs Edmund and 
Richard Burke wore also present, who both kindly promised 
to give mo letters to different friends of theirs in India. 

Tho day after this dinner I had tho supremo felicity once 
more openly to enter my father’s house. Ho behaved with 
his acoustomed goodness, only romarldng that as my own 
judgment must bespeak tho necessity of a steady and 
decorous conduct in futmo, ho woula not distress me uy 
a word more upon tho subject of what had passed. He then 
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presented me with fifty pounds, adding, too, his blessing and 
ardent prayers for my piicccss. Tho earriago being pre- 
pared ho t-ook me to Mr. lYeddcrbum, afterwords ereated 
Lord Ivougliborough, and finallj' Earl of Rossl 3 ai, who gave 
me a letter to Sir Robert. Chambers, one of tho Judges of tho 
Supreme Court of Bengal. Oiur next visit was to Sir George 
Colebrookc, then to Mr. Dunning, aftenvards Lord Ash- 
burton, Mr. Dempster, Mr. Maelenn, Mr. Potter, a Welsh 
Judge, and several others whose names I do not now recollect, 
who all gave mo letters. 

My father wrote to Sir Elijah Impey, tho Chief Justice, 
wth whom he had for man}’ years been upon a familiar 
footing, also to Mr. Mnepherson, a member of tho Supremo 
Council. Mr. Cane likewise procured many letters for mo 
addressed to persons of tho highest rank in Bengal. Tho 
two Mr. Burkes wrote to Mr. Francis,^ who had received 
favours of importance from them, and they therefore had 
a claim upon him. In short, I beliovo there never was a 
man better recommended than myself. 

On the 30th of March I took leave of my invaluable friend, 
Mr. Cane, and liis family, and of many others from whom I 
had received numberless acts of Idndness and civility. On 
tho 31st I embraced my revered and indulgent father as I 
verily believed for tho last time of my life, little imagining 
I should ever more behold him or one of my relations. 
After an affectionate adieu to my sisters and brother, Mr. 
Howorth and 1 stepped into a post-chaise, and at four 
o’clock in tho afternoon arrived at the George Inn at Ports- 
mouth, whore wo found Captain Arthur, his wife, and two 
of her sisters. Miss Bertics, who wore going out to India in 
tho Seahorse in search of husbands. Mrs. Arthmr was a fine, 
showy woman, dressed in tho highest stylo of fashion, the 
sisters rather plain in features but well accomplished. 
Wo immediately wont through the ceremony of introduction 
to the whole party and soon became familiar and pleasant. 

On tho 1st of April Mr. Wholer with bis lady and family 

' AfterwnrdB Sir Pbilip Franoig, tlis reputed vrriter of the famone Junius 
Letltrs, — Ed. 
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arrived at tlie same inn whore Howorth and myself wore 
lodged. Mr. Wholor’s party consisted of liimself, Mrs. 
Wilder, Miss Durnford (who upon the death of Mrs. Wholer 
a few months after her reaching Bengal supplied her place, 
the widower endeavouring to console himself for his domestic 
loss in her arms). Captain Richard Chichely Plowdcn (now 
a Director of the East India Company) and his wife ; Mr. 
Markham, oldest son of the Archbishop of York ; Mr. 
William Harding, Mr. John Buller, and Mr. John Melville, 
the four lost named being writers appointed to Bengal. 

The wind remaining fixed at south-west, with fine clear 
weather, wo spent the time very agreeably in excursions 
round the neighbourhood during the mornings, returned 
to Portsmouth to dinner, finishing our evenings with the 
merry dance which, the ladies of the York Indiaman joining 
us, made a sot of a dozen couples. In this manner throe 
weelcs slipped rapidly away. 

On the 23rd a packet from Bengal came in, bringing an 
account of the death of the Honourable Colonel Monson, 
one of the members of the Supremo Government, wliich 
event occasioned Mr. Wlioler’s returning to London, for 
his appointment being to succeed to the first vacancy that 
should occur after liis arrival at Calcutta it became an object 
of importance to him to got his situation altered by naming 
him as successor to Mr. Monson. Having previously got 
Captain Sutton’s promise not to sail for eight and forty 
hours, Mr. Wholer sot off post for the capital accompanied 
by Captain Plowdon. In the morning of the 28th they 
once more reached Portsmouth, Mr. Wholer having effected 
his purpose and got his appointment to fill the vacancy 
made by Monson’s death, a circumstance that afforded 
much satisfaction to all who knew him, ho being a man 
of the utmost gentleness of manners and suavity of temper. 

On the 30th, whilst taking our wine after dinner it was 
announced that the wind had gone to the eastward, where- 
upon preparations wore immediately made for our embarka- 
tion. Several passengers went off to their respective ships 
that evening. Early the next morning Captain Sutton, of 
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flio Duhc of Portland, gave Mr. Howorth and myeolf a 
passage off in his pinnace, together with Mrs. Whelcr and 
her company. Exactlj' at noon the three Indiamcn, that 
is, the Dulx of Portland, York, and Seahorse, got under 
way. 

At two o’clock wo sat down to an excellent dinner, oui 
party consisting of Captain David Arthur, Commander of 
the ship ; the two Miss Bcrtics ; a nephew of the Captain’s, 
a fine bo}^ of about fourteen, going his first voyage as a 
guinea - pig ; Liciilenant - Colonel Henry' Watson, Chief 
Engineer in Bengal ; Jlajor lewis Mestayer, of the same 
corps ; Captain James Dickson, of the Infantry ; Mr. 
Jacob Blaquierc, superintendent of piece goods ; a son of 
Ills of thirteen, ■\^'ilHam Coats Blaquierc, a remarkably 
smart, clever lad ; Mr. Richard Tilghman, a barrister of the 
Supreme Court ; Mr. Robert I^Iorsc of the same ; Mr. 
George Dallas (now a Baronet), Mr. John Martin Playdcll, 
and Mr. John Guichard Booth, all three writers for Bengal ; 
hir. Cleveland, assistant surgcoir ; my friend, Mr. Humphry 
Howorth, also an assistant surgeon ; and myself ; Mr. 
George Simson, chief mate ; Mr. Henry Warre, second ; 
hlr. James Laird, surgeon of the ship ; Mr. Jolm Wingrove, 
purser ; and a Mr. John Crossy, being engaged in the 
service of Colonel Watson as head conductor of his intended 
works in Bengal. This Cressy was an extraordinary crea- 
ture. Notwithstanding his being a superior mathematician 
and able mechanic, he was so deficient in point of education 
as to bo unequal to penning a letter upon the most common 
subject other than in the lowest language void of everything 
like grammar. 

The foregoing fist made the number of the Captain’s table 
twenty-two. The third mate’s name rvas George Curtis 
(now an Elder Brother of Trinity House) ; the fourth, 
Archibald Anderson. At Mr. Curtis’s mess, were Mr. 
MacCullock, now a Lieutenant-Colonel on the Bengal 
establishment ; Mr. Erederick Maitland Arnott, an un- 
common fine young man going out as a cadet, whose un- 
timely and melancholy end I shall take occasion hereafter 
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to mention ; Mr. James Agg, a modest and ingenious man, 
so superior to Cressy in address and manners as to cause 
great surprize to us all that Colonel Watson, in whose employ 
ho also was, should have placed him at the third mate’s 
mess, while the other vulgar fellow had a seat at the Cap- 
tain’s table. Mr. Agg was, some years after he arrived in 
Bengal, appointed an Engineer officer, in which corps ho 
rose to the rank of Captain, when he quitted the service and 
returned to Europe wth a handsome fortune. Soon after 
he reached England the Court of Directors offered him the 
situation of Licuicnant-Govemor of Saint Helena, which 
ho declined accepting. 
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in r ;*,V T V) f» fjv*- }>n*.' .•>;*'* t«» t?'.'' J’l'innJ hnii'-«, 

vjjr'v vr ;.* • • "..I'Jr’J V* t 'jv nV-l;.* t ft liltir r-it*ht, 

!lir ti.ft"-; «f yji.*.:!; Mr f<ll ill wi'ji ft f i}tin(!rT>ii nf 
Iftjyf vLicli. ' !’• Tint ftjtj.-.-ir.nntv*, cn-fttnl pn'ftl 

ftifirjn Ut r.i t.n ft3.3:?'r1.r;-.*;(.n <f {},* tr jK-iiif* IVnirh, with 
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t.f Mf.r I.mI h-'-n in.-.'!r nt t!ir liim* of oiir liMvinj; 
I*ortr!!;fr*.:th. hut i'. tlftilv rij>rc!ril. 'rjifr i>liij>i wi-rw 
tJsrr-r KnjjU^h rrvi- ji'.y'f‘'ijr!‘, «inr i>i which f jvoht’ ti>!. 

I)rft«'il<;.’ lirftr thr ('rijv ».f JIojM'’, Wi> lir.irti thnt wo 

ttrrr •/» fit thftt «h-Jiphifiil pnrl of tho worlil. On tho 
13t!i of tltily, O.ijitftin Sutt<tn, of thr Duhe of JWtlar.d, 
^JK>l;r ti-* to rny lir ititr}nh <l imitinj-t in, ntid hoprd tho AV«* 
loTfr wmiM do tho r:uiio, (’njit-nin Arthur rvjillod tliat ho 
had no ohjrrtion providod tlio nccoinptiniod. Wo 

then ran clo*o to tlnil ihip. Upon puttinj:; tho ijUo};tion, 
Captain Hhln^lmnl nniworod, tliat hiiving abundance of 
water and atoch on board ho i-hould run on, but ns wo must 
at any rale foparato in a few dnya, lii« intontion being (o 
go (he inner paKsagc! ium the pliorteat to Bombay, Ins st-anding 
on could mnhc no difTeronce to tho otlicr Rhijis, 

On the IGlh soon after dayliglii wo saw a largo ship in tho 

105 


M 



106 


51E1IOIRS OF WILLIAil HICKEY 

Eoutli-east, it then blo'wing strong from the sonth-i^est. 
We conid just distinguish her colours to he English ; she 
vras therefore pronounced to he the Company’s ship, 
Bridgewater, hound to Bencoolen. At noon the same day 
TTe made the land, at two in the afternoon were well in with 
the Table Mountain, and at six in the evening anchored in 
False Bay. We instantly were regaled with the most 
delicious fruits. 

The next morning the passengers went on shore to the 
house of Mr. Brandt, the Butch Chief of the place, who, 
like most of his coimtrymen, had no objection to exchango 
his poultry and other articles of provender, together with 
execrable stuff he called wine for British guineas. Upon 
landing we sent off a messenger to the Cape Town to bring 
us a sufficient number of carriages to convey us thither. 

In the morning of the 19th we commenced our little 
journey, some in open caravans, something resembling an 
English waggon, some in a miserable kind of phaeton, and 
some on horseback. The -caravans which, by the by, they 
thought proper to call coaches, were drawn by eight horses ; 
wretched-looking, half-starved animals. Two persons sat 
on the box, one holding the reins and guiding the horses, 
the other carrying a tremendously long whip, which he 
smacked loudly and managed with considerable dexterity. 
After passing over a rocky, abominable road, the ladi^ 
complaining of the dreadful jolting, we in four hours reached 
the half-way house, where Mr. Wheler and his party had 
arrived a few minute before us. There being but one room, 
he invited us to join his mess, which all the Seahorse passen- 
gers did, eating heartily of new laid eggs and excellent bacon, 
though badly dressed. This dish, with cheese, made the 
whole of our fare. They gave us some stuff under the name 
of Constantia, which to my palate was more like treacle and 
water than a rich and generous wine. Keen appetites, how- 
ever, reconciled us to the poverty of the meah 

Our horses being reported ready, we renewed our journey, 
in little more than three hours arriving at the end of it. 
The approach to the Cape Town is extremely beautiful and 
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romnnt’'?. Tn on*' djToction ?•? TnMo Pny, vrhero, during tho 
Bumraor raontlis, which arc tho reverse of ours, tho ships 
anchor. To tho southward and eastward is a long range of 
stupendous mountains, amongst tho nearest of which is 
the Table Land, so called from the top of it, for many miles 
in extent., being quite flat, and when seen from a distance 
appearing like a tabic. 

We took up our abode in different lodging-houses where 
we could find apart ments. Colonel Watson, Major Mestayor, 
Captain Dickson, Dallas, Booth, Howorth, Amott, Cressy, 
Agg, and myself were in the same house, ond, as wo wore 
informed, the best in the tomi. It was kept by Mrs. Van- 
renen, a respectable and opulent widow lady. She had two 
daughters grown up, rather well looking, and three younger 
by several years. Wo slept m double-bedded rooms, my 
companion being Mr. Arnott, to whom during tho voyage I 
became greatly attached. He w’os a fine young man, in 
figure quite equal to Bob Pott. Soon after w’o left England 
he told mo ho was a natural son of tho Honourable Frederick 
Maitland, a post-captain in tho Navy and son to tho Earl of 
Lauderdale, by a native woman of Jamaica, on which Island 
he (Arnott) was born. 

Wo spent our time pleasantly enough, visiting and 
admiring the curiosities of that part of tho continent of 
Africa. In the mornings and evenings w'o w’alked in the 
Company’s gardens, which are well stored with curious 
plants, the choicest fruits and vegetables. There is also 
the finest menagerie in tho w’orld, in w'hioh are collected 
the most extraordinary animals and birds of every quarter 
of the globe. During tho heat of tho day wo played at 
billiards or other games mthin doors ; in the evening wo 
visited or went to tho public entertainments, and generally 
had a dance previous to retiring to rest. 

Colonel Gordon, tho second-in-commond at tho Cape, 
was very civil, showdng us everytliing that was worth 
seeing. This gentleman’s ancestors were Scotch, but his 
father as well as himself was bom in Holland and had from 
infancy been in tho Dutch military service. He was a very 
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accomplished man, an excellent classical as well as general 
scholar, spoke English, and, indeed, all the languages of 
Europe fluently. Here we also met with another ingenious 
young man, Mr. Paterson, a great botanist, who had for 
several years been employed by that strange and eccentric 
woman. Lady Strathmore, to go into the interior of Africa 
for the purpose of collecting rare plants and natural curiosi- 
ties of every description. Mr. Paterson published an ac- 
count of his different excursions, a work that gained him 
some credit. 

Colonel Gordon proposed our taking a view of the sum- 
mit of the Table Mountain, premising that it would bo 
attended with considerable fatigue. A party was im- 
mediately formed to take place when Colonel Gordon should 
flx, as it was requisite to attend to the state of the weather. 
The next morning he called to desire we would walk out 
with him, “ the tablecloth being laid.” Following him clear 
of the town, we observed upon the flat of the hill a thick 
white cloud entirely stationary, the sky above it and the 
land below being perfectly clear. This he told us was what 
the Capo people called the “ tablecloth being laid.” Ho 
said it was a certain indication of an approaching storm for 
two or three hours, but would ensure fine weather for at 
least three days after, and that our excursion should there- 
fore take place the next morning. He then directed us to 
assemble half an horn before sunrise at the foot of the 
mountain, where he would bo ready to receive and escort us 
up. Provisions in abimdance were prepared and sent for- 
ward by Hottentots. 

At four o’clock in the morning Colonel Gordon and Mr. 
Paterson were at our door, soon after which Colonel Watson, 
Major Mestayer, Messrs. Cleveland, Buller, Booth, Amott, 
CrcBsy, Agg, and myself set out with them. Bather before 
five we had reached the foot of the mountain and began our 
ascent, which we found dreadfully steep and rugged ; the 
path being covered with loose stones rendered walking 
difiBcult and tiresome. Colonel Gordon consoled us by 
saying the road would improve as we ascended. 
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Ai eight we ci\nie to n cave or rcecss in tho side of Ihc 
huge mass of rock, forming a spacious apartment, and were 
verj' agreeably snrprb-cd at seeing a lable spread with tea, 
cofTeo, cold ham, fowls, wth other articles of food, all of 
the best land. With keen appetites we fell to, doing com- 
plete justice te the stores thus unexpectedly supplied. Tho 
prospect from the mouth of our natural chamber was un- 
commonly grand and beautiful. We beheld beneath us 
both the Cape Town and that of False Bay, nn immense 
tract of rich and fertile country, bounded by the ocean. 
Colonel Gordon had predicted truly respecting the weather, 
which was mild and pleasant without a single cloud in tho 
sky. 

Whilst contemplating tho magnificence of tho scone 
around, which in my own mind I was comparing with some 
of those I have (though very inadequately) attempted to 
describe in Jamaica, I thought we were suddenly got into 
enchanted ground, such celestial sounds burst upon our ears. 
It seemed to come from the air above us, and consisted of 
tho sweetest harmony I ever heard. Our surprize was in- 
creased upon Colonel Gordon informing us that what we 
imagmed came from a complete band of instrumental 
music iiroceeded from nothing more than two flutes played 
upon by his servants whom he had sent forward for the pur- 
liose, but that the peculiar sweetness and melody arose from 
the situation of the spot where they had performed which 
was surrounded by echoes innumerable. 

Having finished tho pleasantest breakfast I over made, 
we proceeded, our land conductor pointing out every object 
deserving attention, likcwso showing us a variety of beauti* 
ful wild flowers and plants. Having ascended to the recess 
whore tho flutemon were sitting, we stopped some minutes 
to enjoy the delightful tones. After maroliing on for two 
hours more I beeamo very tired ; Colonel Watson also 
began to complain of being so fatigued he could go no 
further, and it was not without considerable difficulty that 
Colonel Gordon could persuade him to persevere, telling 
him too that a tent was pitched upon the flat of the moun- 
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tain, "^Tiiereni he might rest ss long as he pleased- Thtis 
Ttrged vre conSimed. to moimt the steep ascent and at last 
reached the snmmit. Here vra fonnd eveiy hind of refresh- 
ment both as to eating and drinking spread readv for ns, 
frith comfortable camp stools to rest- onr freaiied limbs 
upon- vrhiist a pair of excellent French horns yielded ns 
increased pleasnre. 

Having recmited our strength by a plentiful meaL Trashed 
donm by large draughts of delicious cool Trine, Colonel 
Gordon ob-erred that as it ivas then half-past eleven he 
should order dinner to be ready at half-past one, vrhich trro 
hours Tfe could not occupy better than in accompanying 
hiTTi to look doTfn npon the znost luxuriant plantation of the 
Cape. After some little objection on the part of Colonel 
Watson, on account of increasing the fatigue, ~e all set out, 
and after fralking about trro miles on the plain came to an 
abrupt precipice of several hundred feet, at the bottom of 
frhicb Tfas a prodigious nne estate, frhich, from its peculiar 
beauties, vras called Paradise, Trhere grefr the on^ g^?3 


from vrhieh the proper Constantia ~ 2 S made. 

Whilst admiring the various beauties of this charming 
vineyard, ilr. Qeveland, T>ho vras nfty or sixty yards from 
us, called to Colonel Gordon to request he vrould come and 
teS him mhat reptile he Tras Icoking at, frhich fras close to 
him and -vhich he —as just about to lay hold of, vrhen 
the Colonel, seeing —hat it fras, eagerly cried out desiring 
him for God’s sake to desist and go further oS, as the 
animal Tfas the most destructiTe snake in the frorld, the 
slightest bite causing death in a feTv minutes, nor had any 
antidote ever been found. It vras quite black, about ten 
inches in length, Eomevrhat resembling a young grig. 
It is called the Co-pra jncriilh, and is so seldom met 
Tvith that some naturalists Trere of opinion there vras 
no such snake. Colonel Gordon said that he had 


seen trro or three of 
—Grid duiins his travels. 


them in dinerent uarts of the 
ilr. Paterson, had also seen more 


than one of 
bite of one. 


them and Lad actually lost a servant from the 
the unfortunate person being dead in trventy 
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Having r ati- fn tl onr rnrjn-.ity wr* rx'turnctl to tho t/'nt. at. 
t«o ami rat flown to a rajiita! dimv’r, which, not- 

willn tontiint’ onr rr-cf-nt nnal, wc* did ainjih’ ju'-tict* to. 
While at. «inr hotth* I «'Xjm“"d my rat if faction at our 
jtiMnn-y home ln-inct all downhill, ron'er|iifntly compara- 
tivr-1y ca-:y to what the n.''cendinp had Ix-cn, when (.'olonel 
Gfirdon raid 1 l.ahoim-d under a pn-at mi'.takc, and rhould 
find the di - if-nt even more f.atipninp than the cominp up, 
an a'f-ertinn 1 could not- pive cmlit. t<». 

At hnlf.jnt'd fotir w«’ romnn-mx-d our march homownnl. 
1 had tint pone tnon* than twfi htmdred yarth; downward 
when I wn.'< r eired with hu rxcruciatinp a paitt in each thigh 
a.'« to n<nd<-r nn- ineapahle of moving, and 1 was compelled to 
ptoji rmd ix-at tnyeelf on a picfx* of rock, acttially imagining 
1 must ri’inain until jH-oplo arrived l-o cany mo, for no 
carriapr* couhl he tired in aucli a road. Colonel \Vats>ron was 
ti-i had as myrelf. We were fddiged to .«top and rost every 
pix nr eiplit, minutep, which matle (Uir jirogri-p;! cxtn-mely 
tedioiif: and plow. At last, however, we roached the hotlom 
of the mountain, ami hy half-past eleven at night arrived 
at Mrs. VanrvnenV house quite oxhaiLstcd and worn out with 
fatigue. I instantly went to bed, awallowittg by Colonel 
Gordon’s advice a large draught of hot and strong brandy 
and water. 'J’his, however, ditl not procure me any sleep. 
After n nrstles-s and uncomfortable night I endeavoured to 
■get uj), hut was unable ; my limbs refused their office and 
nchctl so inlolcrahly I was obliged to remain in bed. 

About nine in the moniing our Surgeon, Mr. Laird, came 
to see me. He gave mo some mcdicino that enased n pro- 
fuse perspiration that relieved me innlcrially. About noon 
I fell into a profound sleep wliioh continued eight hours, 
at the end of which time I awoke, finding myself vastly 
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Islands on tlio coast of Aracan, considerably more to tho 
northward. 

Lunar obserrations were not then como into general use 
and none were over t-alcen on board the Seahorse. Colonel 
Watson, amongst his many accomplishments, was a perfect 
algebraist, thereby correcting his watch to such a nicety as 
to render it to all intents and pm^ioscs a complete time- 
piece. By his account thus kept ho made tho ship more to 
tho northward and eastward than tho reckonings of any of 
tho odicers, and during the voyage ho had alwa 3 rs been 
found right, especially with respect to tho Cape of Good 
Hope, which wo made witliin half an hour of the time he 
said we should, although by the ship’s reckoning we were 
near tlmeo hundred miles from it. 

Tho weather in the Bay had been thick, with frequent 
squalls and much rain for sis days successively, during 
which wo had no observation. At dinn er tho day tho land 
had been seen. Colonel Watson said aloud tho Island was 
not Cheduba, but one at least a degree and a half more 
to the eastward and northward. Of this remark Captain 
Arthur took no sort of notice, whereupon the Colonel, 
addressing himself to Mr. Simson, said, “ I take upon my- 
self, though no seaman, to assert that if you stand on the 
same coiuso you are now going, and at the same rate, by 
two o’clock in the morning you will run the ship ashore, and 
that very near the place where the Falmouth Indiaman 
was wrecked, owing to a similar mistake, when every soul 
on board perished.” Mr. Simson replied he thought we 
were further down the Bay than the ship’s reckoning gave, 
and Colonel Watson added he was clear the fact was so 
and equally certain that we were at that moment upon 
soundings, probably in fifty or sixty fathoms. Captain 
Arthur, bursting with rage, looked as red as a turkey cock, 
' puffing and blowing with more than usual violence, but he 
uttered not a syllable. 

We continued standing on the same course, running 
seven knots an hour under topsails and foresail, not feeling 
quite comfortable at what the Colonel had said, having, 
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Tr.irn iiiin «(< Ir-nnvfl liit* fullowinft p.adiriilan? : 
Ariltnr li.vl n-ni-aiin tl npnn »lcc-h niitil twclw* 
o'cl'>r):, tiurins: ^vliirh h** (Sim- on) Jiad wpcal/^ally 

rxprv '-vti iiif. v.i'-Ii to rnnjui a** n nmtt^-r of pnnh'nru ; Jnit 
tlio ('.ap{:ii!i, nolwitli'tandinj; li<’ wna evidently nnen'iy, 
re-i* t/*d it, rayin'*, " To-inorrow nmniinf; nt dayhrc.ak will 
be early ( noufdi," and then n-tired to the round house; flint- 
nt juionif'ht v.hi'U Mr. Wnrn*, tin* veond junto, cnine upon 
det'l; to take ohnr}!e of the wntoli ho {%'im>-on) observed to 
him that lie felt eonvineed Colonel Wnt/ion was right n.s to 
the Hfimtion of the i*hip, and he therefore recjue.sted Mr. 
Warn* would have everything r<‘ady for ji ra.st of the lend 
nnd J:e<'j) a rhnrp lool: out. The weather hnd hn])pily 
become ijjueh ele.-inT, tiiough it i t ill blew iitronp, wo eon- 
tinuinp ninninf; right Iw-fore it und'T double-reefed f ojisnils. 
Mr. Warre upon ?>lr. .Sim.Kon’n having him immediately made 
the people paes the line forward, ntalioning men in each of 
the chain.n with coils ready to heave at a moment’s notice. 
A little before two in the morning Colonel Wntaon went out 
of hi.s cabin, and whilst walking the quarter-deck with Mr. 
Warre, raid he thought Ihero was an evident change in the 
water, it having become smoother, lie therefore had no 
doubt we had shoaled materially. Mr. Warre being of the 
snmo opinion had resolved to heave the lend without saydng 
‘inything to the Cajitain, and wa.s in the act of ordering it 
when a man from the bowaprit end cried out, “Breakers 
right jdiead and cIoko aboard.” In the same moment the 
leadsman hove the lead, and finding it directly take 
the ground, he in his fright called out, “ There’s only 
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tiiree fathom.” The utmost confusion and dismay ensued. 
Captain Arthur ran out of his cahin almost- frantic, crying 
liVft a child that he was mined past redemption and had 
sacrificed his own life as well as that of all on board. In the 
m(st abject and pusillanimous manner he besought the 
crew and officers to exert- themselves, if possible, to save 
the ship. In his fright he ordered and counterordered in 
the same breath, and was in such consternation he knew 
not what he said or did. Mr. Simson seeing him so incapable 
advised his going to his cabin. 

Mr. Wane had, upon the first alarm, ordered the man 
at the wheel to put the helm up, braced the yards sharp up, 
and hauled his wind, heaving the lead as fast as it could be 
carried forward. The second cast we had ten fathoms, the 
third only seven, the fourth ten again, then several casts 
between seven and twelve fathom, after which it suddenly 
deepened to twenty-five fathom, when the risk was sup- 
posed to be over. Yet so irregular was the bottom that after 
having run at least a mile in twenty-five fathom we had two 
casts with no more than seven fathom. 

At daylight the mainland of Aracan was distinctly s^n 
from deck with breakers extending a great way out, over 
which the sea broke with immense fury. Our escape 
certainly was almost miraculous. Colonel Watson behaved 
with much moderation and propriety on the occasion, nor 
did he ever allude to the circumstance afterward when 
Captain Arthur was present, a delicacy and forbearance our 
Co mman der was scarcely deserving of, for his ignorance 
and obstinate stupidity had neady cost us our lives. 

Having cleared the coast we stood to the westward for 
the purpose of making Point Palmiras. On the 18th 
(October), the weather being then quite moderate and fine, 
we saw the land, the sea xmruffled and smooth as glass. 
During the night it fell calm. At daylight of the 19th we 
were well in with the land ; ly observation at- noon found 
we were embayed between the real and false points, a situa- 
tion that Colonel Watson privately told us was big with 
evil, as, should it come on to blow from the eastward, which 
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'vn.*- lii.dy hnj'jv-n nt thr,*. t-'.-.-nn, <ntr pro-'j>'’rt wotilrl 

Iw rcimp mui n!.’irrr.i»f:, n*. ViP niiplit lU't hf* nMf^ to 

rlrnr ril jj'-r <■{ tl " .in<l nt nny rtil'’ tljf •'tjm-Jjt, whicli 

(lif’ti fit ;hr jotjthwnrtl nnd npninFt «!«, would 

pn'icd'h* dr!•.^it^ xi'‘ ft ItuiE: tjmp in tljf no'd: \ro hnd von* 
imjT'f-t*' I’y ftnd tinn*-(vr' ftrily p*'! into. Hrrv npnin lu’ 
rhowrd };;•• f uj'-rji.r j«d;rin'*nt. Wr .'irtnnlly rrmninf’d nint* 
dn)> !rv?;ddor1:< d, l>''inp oMh:< i! to l»rii»p tli'' t-hip to nn 
ftnrhor to jiri'V«’nt lif^r I'rinp r.~.rri'd aw.iy liy tlu* curn’iit, 
wliirh upr’n trird thry .v o-rt.niiwd r.m nt the rate of tlm'o 
hr.ot,-: nn liour. 

(>n tltf- ft lipht brrcr/* frotn tl*<’ jouth-wcet luckily 
iprTiJip up, wliirli fftrri'-d n- into p,ftl.>v:f)rv Ko.ftd!«, whcru 
We c.atiu- to m\ nnrhor. At dnylipht of the n|i:t. wc Imd the 
ph'.v-uri’ to If'* two rrh(»oi»T:* j-tondinR townrtl.'s un with 
the CVtinpnnyV' oolnur; flyinp, from which thny wc-ri^ known 
to In* jiilnt w'-'cl*--, Hy <*if;ht o'clock one of tlicm put n pilot 
on ho.ird of u*!, who took chnrp«* of the f'hip, imnicdlntcly 
pcttiiif’ her under wny, nnd idootl for the river. In nbout 
nn hour the wind foiled, nnd n.n the ehh tide Iwgnn to ninko 
wc ngftin brought to. 



CHAPTER X 

ATTOBNEY and PROCTOE in BENGAL 

W E remained at anchor until four in the morning of the 
Ist of November, when we once more made sail, and at 
noon anchored off the Island of Sangor. Soon after having 
so done a Bengal boat, called a pannceway, came along- 
side, which Colonel Watson engaged to convey him to 
Calcutta. At two in the afternoon the Colonel, with his 
assistants, Cressy and Agg, Major Mestayer, Mr. Morse, and 
myself took onr final leave of the Seahorse. 

This mode of travelling did not exactly meet our appro- 
bation, pannceways being so constructed that you have 
not room to sit upright under the roof or covering of mat 
to protect those within from sun or rain, nor is there any 
place to let your legs hang down in, passengers sitting upon 
a platform like tailors on their shophoard. The novelty of 
the thing, however, and every mile we went bringing us 
nearer to our destination, reconciled us to the uneasy posi- 
tion. We proceeded in high ^ee. The boat was rowed by 
six black fellows, who were not sparing of their labour, so 
that we went at a good rate, and by six in the evening 
arrived off Culpee, where the Indiamen and other ships of 
heavy burthen then lay. Here we stopped to let the people 
rest and to wait for the next flood. 

Going a quarter of a mile up a creek, we landed at a poor, 
shabby house called a tavern, the appearance of which both 
internal and external gave us new-comers a very unfavour- 
able idea of a Bengal house of entertainment. It was in 
every respect uncomfortable and beastly dirty. It was the 
Colonel’s intention that the party should sleep here, but 
not a single bed could be obtained. In about an hour 
and a half after our arrival we had served up some very 
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excellent fish, tolerable fowls, with plenty of eggs and 
bacon, and, wbat was a prodigious luxury to mo who had 
been BO long without it, capitally good bread. Claret and 
Madeira wo had plenty of in the eamo boat, so that al- 
together we made a hearty meal. 

Having eatisfied our appetites, wo fixed upon a billiard- 
table as our resting-place, the Colonel, Major Mestoyor, and 
myself taking our respective stations at full length upon it. 
Sleep was, however, entirely out of the question from the 
m 3 niads of mosquitoes that assailed us. At the end of 
three hours’ misery I arose and walked about the room, 
surprized at the liideous ycUs of jackals innumerable. 
Towards daybreak the troublesome insects quitted the 
apartment for the open air. I then lay down upon three 
chairs, and, being exhausted from want of rest, fell into a 
sound sleep, which continued upwards of two hours and 
refreshed me wonderfully. 

At eight I arose, and did ample justice to the hot rolls, 
tea, and coffee. At ten, the tide suiting, we re-embarked' in 
our unaccommodating vessel, taking with us a plentiful 
supply of cold fowls and other articles of food. Colonel 
Watson said he hoped we should reach his house by dark, 
but, owing to the wind coming to the north and impeding 
our progress, we were disappointed. Finding this to be the 
cose and our boat’s crew being quite tired from a severe 
day’s work, it was decided that we should stop to let them 
refresh themselves at a small village called Woolbmreah, 
where we all landed. Colonel Watson undertaking to pro- 
cure curry and rice for us, for which prupose he began to 
speak Moors to the natives, which excited our mirth. We 
laughed heartily, not only at the language so new to our 
ears, but at the whole scene that presented itself and the 
many grotesque figures that appeared amongst the spectators. 

The Colonel (absurdly as I conceived) took offence at 
our merriment, pettishly observing that if we chose to 
laugh at his exertions to get us a hot meal we might try for 
ourselves and see what we should make of it. We assured 
. him very triQy that our laugh was not at him, but &t the 
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IndicroTis Sgnr^ and po stnr ^ the black people put ttem- 
selres into, and Trbich -stss so entirelv ne~ to ns. Onr 
apology TTEs "vinell received, be leneTred his cookery, soon 
placing before ns some smoking hot curry of £sb and fo~I, 
vbicb TVB devomed voiacion^, pronouncing them de- 
licious, tbongb I cannot- say that I mncb admired them, nor 
did I ever become fond of Hindustani cookery. Having 
washed down our food with claret, we resumed onr stations 
in the paunoeway, rolimg ourselvK up in boat cloaks, and 
thns made it out for the night tolerably welL 
Between two and three in the morning, the dood tide 
TnakrTig. -yre got nndex way. At daybreak we all mounted 
iroon the chopper of the boat, at five came in sight of Garden 
Beach, where I was greatly pleased by a rich and magniScest 
view of a number of splendid bouses, the residences of 
gentlemen of the highest rank in the Companws service, 
who, with their families, nsual^ left Calcu tta in the hot 
season to enjoy the cooler and more zefr^hing air of these 
pleasant atuations. Some of the occnpanfs r^ded there 
throughout- the year, going to town in the morning to 
transact their busing and returning to the country in 
the evening. The TurdurB throughout on every sde was 
bsautifnl b eyo nd imagination, the whole of the landscape 
bemg more luxuriant than I had any espectstion of seeing 
in the burning climate of BengaL 
In than an hour wu wnre at the upper part of the reach, 

where we went- on shore to Colonel Watson's, the beauty of 
wMcb my powers of descr^tion are utterly inadequate to 
do justicjs to. The man si on was within a few yards of the 
edge of the river upon an elevation or bank full tbirfy feet 
above the level of the water, commanding a noble view- of 
Garden Beacb with all its palaces downward, «nn upward 
Port WiijfaTTi with the iDagniSKnt city of C^cutta, a sheet 
of water more than nine miles in ^tent, T-ca-rTy -two in 
breadth, covered wiSi innumerable sb^s of <^TT?aTP-nf. cT7Ag . 

Colonel Watson bad wiSiin a brick waH at least four 
hundred bogahs of land, of which the East- iT^nia Compain* 
had executed a grant to him to construct- docks, both wet 
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and dry, biiild ships and establish a complete dockyard. 
An immense range of buildings was already erected in- 
tended for blacksmiths, carpenters, sailmakcrs, and all the 
different artificers employed in a dockyard. There was also 
another range of handsome, well-constructed warehouses, 
in which were deposited naval stores of every description, 
working tools of all sorts, besides anchors, cables, cordage, 
and canvas. Timber to a great value lay upon the premises 
in every direction. In short, there never was in any part 
of the world so stupendous and so expensive an xmder- 
taking attempted to be carried into effect by a single in- 
dividual as this of Colonel Watson’s, yet extensive and pro- 
digious as it was ho would beyond a doubt have effected 
his object had not a party started up to oppose and thwart 
him, which ultimately succeeded in its base plan, thereby 
stopping a work that would have done honour to the British 
name in Asia. 

In this stupendous work Colonel Watson originally em- 
barked with Major Archibald Campbell, then Chief Engineer 
in Bengal and afterwards created a Knight of the Bath and 
Governor of Madras. Those two gentlemen having arranged 
their plan at Raderpore, about three miles and a half from 
Calcutta, where they fixed on the ground required, they 
both proceeded to England to obtain the aid and sanction 
of the Company. The Court of Directors, on having the 
circumstances fully before them, were* so satisfied of the 
extraordinary merit of the proposers as to determine .at 
once to afford them every assistance they could expect or 
ask for. A grant, by regular deed, was immediately made 
out by their Law ofiBcers of the quantity of ground required, 
tonnage to a considerable extent being likewise allowed 
them in each of their ships to transport the neceasaiy heavy 
stores from Europe free of tonnage and every other inci- 
dental expense except the prime cost of the different articles. 
The Directors likewise sent out orders to their Government 
in Bengal to support and promote the work by every means 
in their power. 


i 


In the beginning of the year 1777 Colonel Watson pur- 
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chased Campbell’s interest in the concern, and became the 
sole proprietor of the premises and immense stock that was 
upon it. At the time I accompanied him to India he had 
expended in the purchase money, in preparations for exe- 
cuting this stupendous work and collecting all kinds of 
stores, no less a sum than one hundred and eighty thousand 
pounds, an incredible amount for a private person to risk 
upon any speculation. 

Colonel Watson whilst at Portsmouth had showed me much 
civility. In the course of the voyage our intimacy increased, 
and he observed that he had little doubt he could have 
it in his power to push me forward in my profession by 
introducing me to some of the most opulent and respectable 
natives. He also desired that upon our arrival in Bengal 
I would make his house my home until I could establish 
myself to my own satisfaction. 

I was highly pleased in viewing the extensive works 
which the Colonel took us over, explaining every part and 
particular. A European manager of his also attended, of 
whom the Colonel enquired what news there was in Calcutta. 
The man answered he knew of none, but, recollecting him- 
self, added, “ Oh, I forgot to tell you we have lost two of 
our great people, General Clavering, the Commander-in- 
Chief, who has recently died, and Judge Le Maitre, of the 
Supreme Court, who departed this life only the day before 
your arrival. I suppose you must have heard the minute 
guns which were fired for his funeral at sunrise this morn- 
ing from the ramparts of Fort William.” The death of the 
Judge was likely to be of importance to Mr. Morse and 
myself, both of us having letters of recommendation to him. 
Previous to our arrival Mr. Morse and I had agreed to 
keep house together, and he undertook to look out for a 
suitable habitation. 

At eleven o’clock in the forenoon I was agreeably 
surprized by seeing my young friend and companion, 
Robert Pott, driving up the avenue in a very jemmy 
equipage. Our joy at meeting was sincere and recip- 
rocal. He said lis had an excellent apartment fitted up 
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and ready for my sole use, which I must forthwith take 
possession of, and for that purpose accompany him in his 
phaeton into Calcutta. But this Colonel Watson, who 
overheard him, said could not be, nor would ho part with 
me. He said he should bo glad to see liim (Pott) at all times 
at the docks, where ho might have os much of my company 
as he pleased. Ho then invited him to dinner that day, 
which he accepted, observing that ho must go back to town 
to tell Daniel Bnrwell, his chum, to entertain a large party 
that were engaged to dine with them. Ho insisted upon 
my accompanying him to Calcutta, which I did, finding it 
a pleasant ride of nearly four miles. 

Although it was called the cold weather the sun appeared 
to me to have prodigious influence, and to strike hotter 
than I ever felt it in England at any season. Pott drove 
me to his residence, a noble mansion belonging to Bichard 
Barwcll, Esq., a member of the Supreme Comicil, who lent 
it to his younger brother, Daniel Barwell, and three friends, 
these being Pott, IMr. Cator, and Mr. Gosling. I was im- 
mediately introduced by Pott in the most affectionate 
manner to the other inmates, after which he conducted me 
into vei^' spacious rooms, elegantly furnished, and having 
some valuable paintings in them. They eonsisted of three 
chambers opening into each other. Pott told me these were 
exclusively appropriated to my use. In one, where a bed 
was preparing for me, Pott took from a writing-desk a 
bundle of letters all under one envelope, addressed to me. 
These ho had prepared in the event of his not being upon 
the spot when I arrived, to ensure me a kind and hospitable 
reception from several of his friends. He in these letters 
spoke of me as the dearest friend he had in the world. They 
were addressed to Captain William Palmer (now a General 
officer), Mr. John Shore (now Lord Tcignmouth), Messieurs 
Montgomery, Kneller, Purling, Ducarel, Bird, Bristow, 
Graham, Hatch, Adair, Evelyn, and Mr. Justice Hyde. 

As one o’clock was at that time the general hour of dining 
I was obliged to remind Bobert, and hasten him. Having 
fleet horses we went back at a great rate, but found the 
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Mr. Francis, the other member of the Supreme Board, 
was then absent, being upon a visit at Chinsurah. Colonel 
Watson expressed great doubts as to the reception he should 
meet with from this gentleman from the following circum- 
stance : Colonel Watson had commenced his military career 
as a subaltern in the corps of Engineers in His Majesty’s 
service, in which he had served abroad, particularly at the 
famous siege of the Havannah in the West Indies, where, 
as a yoimg officer, he had acquired much credit. Upon the 
capture of that fortress he was summoned to England in 
great haste. On bis arrival in London he found a letter 
from Lord Clive, who patronised him, desiring him in case he 
reached London by a certain day therein specified, immedi- 
ately to follow him (Lord Clive) to Portsmouth, as he 
proposed taking him with him to Bengal, where he should 
be able to provide for him, having already secured an 
appointment for him in the Company’s Engineers at that 
Presidency. His lordship added that he had arranged 
everything respecting his leave of absence from His 
Majesty’s service with Mr. Welbore Ellis, the Secretary at 
War. 

In the same letter was enclosed a few lines of introduction 
to Mr. Ellis, which he (Wateon) was desired to deliver in 
person, when every requisite document would directly be 
furnished. He accordingly waited upon the Secretary at 
War, who received him with the utmost politeness, giving 
him a line to the. chief clerk in a particular department to 
supply the necessary papers. This clerk happened to be 
Mr. Philip Francis, a pompous, haughty coxcomb, who, 
very imlike Mr. Ellis, received Mr. Watson with much 
superciliousness of manners, by some described as “in- 
solence of office.’’ Being obliged to accept the Secre- 
tary’s note he did so, but instantly laid it down upon his 
desk without perusal, whereupon Mr. Watson ci'^y re- 
quested his immediate attention to his business, every 
minute being of importance. Thus urged he did condescend 
to read Mr. Ellis’s note, after which he coolly and deliberately 
referred to three or four large manuscript books, examined 
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them in several different parts, then, turning to Watson, 
said : 

“You are all vprong In applying here, your leave of 
absence must come from the Master-General of the Ord- 
nance, not the Secretary at War.” 

“ Upon my word. Sir,” answered Watson, “ I must think 
Mr. Ellis is well acquainted with the duties of his office and 
not likely to make the mistake you charge him with. How- 
ever, be that as it may, I cannot lose my time in discussing 
matters of form with you,” and seizing Mr. Ellis’s note 
from the desk he instantly ran with it back to that gentle- 
man, Mr. Prancis calling after him not to be in such a 
hurry. 

Watson having stated what had occurred, the Secretary 
rang his bell with some violence, desiring Mr. Francis 
might come to him, which he directly did, when Mr. Ellis 
said, “I sent this gentlemen with an order to you to fill 
up a permission for him to go to India without prejudice to 
his rank in the King’s service, instead of doing wliich you 
have insolently and presumptuously opposed your opinion, 
thereby betraying your ignorance as well as impertinence, 
for which I am inclined to punish you as you deserve. Go 
along and do as you are ordered without comment, and bo 
upon l^our guard in future, for should a similar behaviour 
occur you remain not another hour in the War Office.” 

The humbled and- mortified clerk bowed and rcthed. 
He forthwith drew the paper, sulldly chucking it across 
his desk to Watson, and observing, “ You were in a damned 
hurry.” Mr. Watson merely replied, “True, I was, and 
am.” 

This circumstance the Colonel thought might have 
made too strong an impression upon Francis’s mind ever 
to be forgotten, and now that they were about to meet, 
both in elevated stations, ho apprehended Mr. Francis 
would show that he did recollect it by his treatment of him. 
Mr. Francis, however, if he did recognize his old War 
Office acquaintance, betrayed not the smallest sign of 
his so doing. He received him with the utmost respect, 
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nnd wan upon nil oconsions n filrenuous supporter of Iho 
ColonclV plans. 

I’oti, who always coiU[)laiiU‘fl if I acldressccl him by any 
other title than that of “ Bob," having presented mo with 
a buggj' horse, I every morning drove into Caleutta direct 1}' 
after breakf.nst. Bob introduced me in the kindc.st manner 
to Judge Hyde aud his family, saying to him with his \isual 
familiar style, " My dear friend William must be taken 
care of, so pray mind you give him your suj)port nnd interest 
whcjicver necc.ssnry," nnd, turning to Mrs. lij'de (then a 
very lovelj* woman), he continued, “ And the more civilities 
and attentions j’ou show to the friend of my heart, whom 
I sincerely love, the more I shall love you, my charming 
Mrs. Hyde.” To do this couple justice they did invariably 
treat me with every possible degree of kind and hospitable 
attention. 

Bob Pott likewise introduced me to Sir Elijah Impoy, the 
Chief Justice, and to Mr. Chambers, afterwards Sir Robert, 
at both of whoso houses I was always treated most kindly. 
Sir Robert Chambers made a point of my spending cverj’ 
Saturday and Sunday wit.h him at his house about tw'o 
miles from tow'ii. His family then consisted of Lady 
Chambers, at that time a beautiful creature not mora than 
eighteen years of age, two lovely cliildren, a boy and a 
girl ; Mrs. Chambers, mother of Sir Robert, a worthy and 
cheerful old lady ; Mr. William Johnson and Mr. William 
Smoult, both Attorneys, w'ho went oui in the same ship 
with the Judges, and under the immeebate protection of 
Sir Robert. Mr. Johnson at the time I arrived was Clerk 
of the Crown and one of the Sworn Clerks in Equity ; Mr. 
Smoult was Sealer nnd Clerk to Sir Robert. These two 
young men are now both dead. 

A few days after my arrival in Calcutta Mr. Morse called 
to say he had been informed by several pereons competent 
to judge of the measure that it would be bad policy for us 
to live together, for that the natives, prone to mean sus- 
picion, would conclude when we acted on different sidc.s as 
Counsel and Attorney that the interests of our respective 
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clionts would bo sacriGcod to our private attachment to 
each other. Our intended jimction as housekeepers was 
therefore given up and relinquished. Tliis, however, made 
not the least alteration in our friendship or regard for each 
other, which continued unabated during our mutual resi- 
dence in Bengal. 

Mr. Morse one day observed that going about to deliver 
letters of introduction alone was a very unpleasant cere- 
mony, to remedy which he proposed we should do it to- 
gether. In those houses where he delivered a letter he 
would introduce mo, and I should do the same with respect 
to him where I gave mine. This proposal I agreed to, and 
it was^dopted. 

Looldng over the letters that remained from the persons 
to whom they were addressed being dead, or having left 
the country, Morse holding out one in particular and re- 
ferring to his memorandum book to see who had given it to 
him, said, “ This I should like to read because it contains, 
I have no doubt, a high pancg3nrio upon mo. Dining at an 
intimate friend of mine, Mr. Leo, in Berners Street, some 
weeks prior to my leaving London, I there met Mr. Potter, 
who, I was informed, was a Welsh Judge, a man of large 
fortune, living in the first company ; his address was ele- 
gant and fashionable. Upon my introduction to him os a 
person just going to Bengal os a Barrister of the Supreme 
Court, he made a number of civil speeches. Soon after 
dinner, again coming up to mo, he said Mr. Lee appeared so 
greatly interested in my success abroad that he (Potter) 
should request I would bo the bearer of a letter to Mr. 
Lo Maitro, one of the Judges with whom ho had been brought 
up from early infancy, and between whom the most cordial 
attachment subsisted, and who, ho was sure, would take 
every opportunity of promoting my success in consequence 
of his desire. Now,” continued Morse, “a letter thus, as I 
may say forced upon me, makes me solicitous to learn 
what an entire stranger like Mr. Potter can say of me in 
the complimentary way.” 

I told Morse that this Mr. Potter was an intimate ac- 
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quaint-nnco of m3’ fntlipr nnd Bisters, tlmt I also had sovoral 
letters from him te gentlemen in India, all of which wore 
given to me open, os was customary, and I could not help 
thinking liis to Mr. Lo Maitre being sealed made the con- 
tents a little suspicious, at least os far as ho (Morse) was 
concerned. “ Then," said Morse, “ by God, I’ll ascertain 
that fact,” and he instantly broke open the letter in ques- 
tion. It contained two sheets of paper close written, the 
first consisted of domestic circumstances with an account 
of mutual friends, the second, politics, comments upon the 
mode in wliich the Government of India was conducted 
nnd severe strictures upon the conduct of the gentry in 
Leadenhall Street. As I saw lilorso had read almost to 
the end of the letter without his name being once men- 
tioned I observed to him, " Morse, this new nnd zealous 
friend of yours seems slow in naming you to the Judge.” 
” Oh, never fear,” replied Morse, “ I shall appear when I 
am brought forth with the higher eolouring, and I eonclude 
something fulsomdy comph'meniary / ” Ho did appear I in 
the lost two lines, and in these very extraordinary words I 
“ This will, I believe, be delivered to you by a hir. Morse, 
who the devil ho is or what sort of a man I eannot teU, 
never having seen him in my life ! ” 

Poor Morse looked quite confounded at this strange and 
unexpected paragraph. After a pause ho suddenly ex- 
claimed, "Damn the follow, what could ho mean by tliis 
infamous duplicity 1 Had ho been teased by one who hod 
little or no claim upon him for a letter of introduction, that 
might have been some sort of excuse for so outrageous and 
impudent a falsehood and such contemptuous terms re- 
lating to me, but crammed down my throat as his letter was 
unsought and unwished for by me, renders his conduct base 
and unaccountable.” 

I firmly believe there have been too many instances of 
similar kind recommendations ; it would surely be more 
fair and candid to refuse wriiing at all than to do as Mr. 
Potter did. It was reported, and I fear truly, that Mr. 
Laurence Sullivan, when Chairman of the Court of Directors, 
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made a private mark upon such lettcm as ho v,-ished should 
be attended to, a shameful and unjust practice. 

On the 12th of November Sir Elijah Impey desired I 
•would attend in Court the following morning, and I should 
be entered upon the Roll- I accordingly did so, took the 
usual oaths, and became Solicitor, Attorney, and Proctor 
of the Supreme Court, the latter branch being particularty 
productive, from the fees being nearly double in ecclesiasti- 
cal business. My shipmates. Messieurs Tilghman and Morse, 
were the- same morning admitted as Advocates. 

In consequence of my n-umerous acquaintances I had 
many invitations to large dinner parties, v/hich often led 
me into ercess, it being the custom in those daj's to drink 
freely. Having landed in Bengal with my blood in a ferment 
from the intemperance committed on board ship, the e-vil 
was not lessened by daily superabundant potations of 
champagne and claret, the serious effects of which I began 
to experience by severe headaches and other feverish symp- 
toms. 

On the 13th (Xovember) I had been in town and was 
returning to Colonel Watson’s in my buggy about one 
o’clock when I met Sir. Justice Hyde in his palankeen, who 
stopped me to say I was guilty of great imprudence by daily 
exposing myself to the sun, thereby running the risk of 
laying myself up with a fever. He therefore recommended 
me to have recourse to medicine forth'with, I promised 
to foUov/ his advice, but being engaged on the next day 
to a famous tavern dinner to be given by Captain William 
Palmer, I could not prevail on myself to forego the pleasure 
of joining the convivial set. I therefore went to the Har- 
monic, though suffering under an excruciating headache 
and pain in my back. My illness incTeased so much that 
before dinner was half over I was obliged to leave the table 
and house. Pott observing I turned very pale followed 
me out, insisting on attending me home to his house instead 
of going to Colonel Watson’s, a desire I -wiUingly eomplied 
with, as I was, upon moving, seized with a violent sickness 
at mv stomach. 
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Wfiv n-or'rd to nothin:! would stoj: thr vninitinir, whicdi 
roritinucd the wlioh- ni'^lit, 1 I'Xiv't-lin;! fvory inonn'iit to 
hf niy la.' t. Ttiward*- morning n dflirinm cnntf on, nnd for 
(onrilays I w.-l-: !><>! ron-a-ious «*f any thin;: tliat pas.'-wl. 

rpi)!t r< tv.wrin}: my ••■!)•(••: I rt-rnu il to awnl:c« a,*; if from 
a ln:rTid dn-am, nf-t<>mpanu-d with ji’ii'^ations of agonies so 
r'-mplicat'-d I rantKit <h- crih'‘. 1 found my hclovi-d friond 
Tolt. \\ilh H Vi-r.il ji'ivants, htandin^; hy my Inalsidc, hi. 
with a I '.uiiivnaiit'c i-xpri-v-iw of tin- dii-pi-,-.t. sorrow, nor 
did ho ajijK.'ir pralifiod at my hiiowinp him, thu reason of 
whii'h, as 1 nft<rwards learnt, was that the physiciaas had 
told him it wa.s all over with me, not the smallest probability 
of recovery jxniaininp, hut that nin.st lihely the delirium 
would eea'e a few minute:: before death. He iherofore con- 
cluded the fatal time wa« arrived. A blister that entirely 
covered my brc:e-l annoyed me greatly, e.specially one 
corner that, was loose. I n,vked for a ])air of scissors to cut 
it off. 'J'his induei-d Pott to fiuppo.se me again wandering, 
nnd I wa.s n;4oni.shcd at hi.s .saying, “ No, no, my dear 
William, you shall have no sei.ssorfi I as.suro you.” I then 
c.\f)l;iined wluit I wanli-d them for, when he in.slnntly sent 
of! for the doctors. Within half nti hour I was .surrounded 
hy seven of them, that is, Dr. .A. Campbell, iStark, Robert- 
son, two l..airds, nnd my shipmatas, Cleveland and Iloworth. 
Tliey all looked very di.smnl, nnd 1 saw clearly' they e.vpcctcd 
my di.s.solulion, yet I never gave my'self up, nor felt any' 
particular dread at the thoughts of dy’ing. 

I continued in thifi hopeless state ten day's, the doctors 
in the morning thinldng it impossible for me to survive until 
night, nnd the same from night to morning. In this forlorn 
condition 1 was allowed to drink as much claret os 1 pleased, 
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and delidons it "35 to my palate. Equally grateftil and 
retreshing •vrere oranges vrhicli "were given ms several times 
a day. 

In the heighth of the fever I had frequently been lifted 
ont of bed and pnt into the vrarm bath, though Trithont 
deriving any benefit until the 30th (November) about 
noon, —hen just as they vrere taking ms out' of the bath a 
rash suddenly appeared over my —hole body, attended 
frith a profuse perspiration. Dr. Campbell, frho happened 
to be present, ordered the attendants instantly to cover 
me frith sha— Is, observing the crisis vfas arrived, and an 
hour TTould decide the business. He sat dofm by the side 
of my bed to —ait the issue, and soon told Pott he had 
hopes of saving me. A ne— medicine that vras prescribed 
acted most favourably, so much so that at a consultation 
of the doctors in the evening I was pronouncjed in a fair —ay 

for recoverv. 

« 

The following day, being the 1st of December, I had a 
slight r etu r n of fever, which soon yielded to medicine, and 
from that time I gradnaHy came about, though I continued 
so —eat I could scarcely turn myself as I lay on the bed, 
nor had I the least degree of appetite. The doctors teased 
me to eat, but obey I could not, until about the 7th of the 
month, when I fancied I should like a little dry toast, which 
being prepared and brought I f^h diSculty swallowed 
a morseL soon after which Dr. Stark arrived. BGs first ques- 
tion was had I eat anything ? Upon my replying, “ Yes, 
some dry toast,” he said, “ Well, I am ^d you have begun 
at last, though I had rather you had eat anything else : 
dry toast is not- wholesome.” In an hour after he left me. 
Dr. Campheil called, who likewise enquired as to eating, 
and, beingtold what I had done, said, “ I am glad to hear it, 
yon cannot eat a better thing. Take it frequentfy a-nd as 
much oi it as you please ! ” So much for the difference of 
doctors’ opinions I I, however, have no doubt but- Dr. 
Campbell was ri^t. The toast oertainfy did Tna good. 

I continued improving in health, hut so slowly that it 
was the 17th before I could stir a step without assistance. 
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Dr. Campbell said that in all his practice he had never 
seen a person recover from such a state as I was in. I 
certainly owed my life to the imusual exertions and at- 
tendance of the physicians united to the indefatigable 
attention of Pott and his servants. Amongst the latter 
there was an old fellow who had been in the service of Lord 
Clive. He scarcely ever left my bedside, nor ever appeared 
to sleep. How he bore the fatigue was a matter of surprize 
to every person that came to me. 

When the violence of the fever abated, languor and total 
want of appetite being the most dangerous symptoms that 
remained, this good body was for ever preparing something 
new in the way of nourishment to tempt me with, which 
finding me averse to eat of he would with the most per- 
severing mildness endeavoim to persuade me at least to 
taste, saying he was sure it would do. me good, and that 
his old master. Lord Clive, always benefited by such things 
when ill. He used also, if ho thought my spirits lower than 
in general, to try to raise them by roundly asserting I should 
be free from every attack of illness for at least seven years to 
come in consequence of the fever I had just escapedfrom, and 
that during his long life he had never seen it otherwise. 

On the 24:th, by Dr. Campbell’s orders, being completely 
enveloped in shawls, I was put into a palankeen and once 
more conveyed to Colonel Watson’s house at the docks, 
where, from the change of air, I recovered rapidly. In three 
days my appetite became so keen there was no satisfying 
mo. On the 1st of January, 1778, the only traces of my 
illness were a very pale face and thui, emaciated body. 

Soon after my return to Colonel Watson’s he told me that 
my shipmate, Cleveland, had more than once expressed a 
wish that we should join and live together in a very good 
house he had taken, which from its vicinity to the Court 
House would suit me admirably. To this proposal I readily 
agreed, and as soon as I had sufficient strength to go to 
Calcutta, called upon him. 

I found the house delightfully situated upon the' Es- 
planade, open to the southward and eastward, and com- 
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njanding an extensive view both up and down the river, to 
whicli it was close. Jt belonged to Mrs. Ogden, the widow 
of a pilot then recently dead, who had left her this house 
with other property. The only reasonable objection that 
could bo made was its being cAitcha, that is, built with mud 
instead of mortar. Formerly the greater part of the build- 
ings in Lcngal were of that description, wlicreas there is 
now liardly one to bo scon throughout Calcutta, being re- 
pIo,ccd l)y well constructed solid masonry. For this house 
wo agreed to pay tlirec liundrcd sicca rupees, or thirty-seven 
pounds ten sliillings a month. Pott exclaimed upon enter- 
ing it at its unfurnished state, and undertook to got it 
put into a proper condition for us, which he did, but at an 
expense of nearly one thousand pounds. On the 6th of 
January wo became joint houselioldors. 

The following day, being that on which the term com- 
menced, Sir iSlijah Impey, Chief Justice, Sir Robert 
Chambers, the oificers of the Court, Barristers, and At- 
torneys assembled at nine o’clock in the morning at the 
homo of Mr. Justice Miydo, who always gave them a break- 
fast the first of every term and sessions, the whole body aft/cr- 
wards proceeding in a line to the Court, attended by the 
iShcrifT, Undcr-ShcrilT, his servants and constables. At the 
door of the Court House, one of the Supreme Council joined 
the procession and took his scat upon the bench, which was 
then considered a propercomplimcntto HisMajesty ’s Justices. 
For many years back that ceremony has ceased to be observed. 

J had no want of clients, having within a week after 
I commenced business twelve actions and three equity 
suits to prosecute or defend. Tho difference in the practice 
from that pursued in Westminster Hall at first puzzled 
me a little, but the Advocates and Attorneys, showing tho 
utmost readiness to give mo information and assistance, I 
soon made myself master of tho forms. Being invited to dine 
with Sir Flijah 3 mpey after tho Court broke up, I dressed and 
went there, where I met many of tho principal gentlemen of 
tho Settlement, being introduced to those I was not already 
acquainted with, and passed a cheerful, pleasant day. 



A rnu.ir ImKAK^^^ST mr. 

n;^ 1 TiU. l*r if.’*. juiMif it 

I* ii.;; tV> <*vs-t< tn 1!) (‘’f *1;*’ 

r.t.-l !. '•’r.l- :• <•{ <‘i ^ --ivf *.*;• i!.-. ef rojnplim^nt/i or 

• tr:ir..-r r- r st.*.:'*!*;' n r.t I'rv -A.f.i- !, **n»’h linviiif; on** 

r'x .1 ' i'-r t?;*- j>*-5r]-v ?»{r. v.‘iin wn-i 

jv i5 .*'! hi' h"t:'f, 'fviii" ir,i< 

ri.t'T, ii’itr.i 'Jt.'.’.ii Iv fj-'iii 'h'* 'rihh' .'it •A!(i'’h Ik* ^\itJl 

thirtv :■■■ 'ArTv- ristii.;*. r.r.i! rt>niltir-t»-«l uv' to Jlr. 
rr;-.:;. :• thi- .-.'J of it. v.hi*!!! I lirhvi ri-il tny Irlt'-r;, 
\x!.rcji t-i ji'.v ftf r.t ftinirrf’ hr- «lir»-<!ly np-ni-rl ntul 
1!< J'-mI, h<.v,<\rr, j'ji v;<>u-ty to a rinir jwar him 

• ■n Vi’.;th 1 ’ ;.t llavjjit: |xr!S''-il th'* i't * l<‘tt<*r ht» 

oji' ;.i o, h'* h*!'Vf luf full in th'- (.•»'<• nsid h«r ! into n lionr.-f 
la’.jL’h, h‘r V hirh itj a h-n •'-(‘f-nfl- h*- nj>iil(>:!ir/-tl hy olr <Tvit»K 
tliat it •trnrl; him a- < iij'i-rJativcly riilirtilnU’; for Mr. llnrho 
to iiiiavi!!*' oonM h<- <*f thr ;-malli"'t ii'" t/> nn Attornov 
(t.la. iii'.r a ' tTi'iii; « mj>ha'i! u:i th«* !a‘t word). 

1 frit «>.trxm<ly inortifird nt hi-? impcrtinrnt manner 
r«jw t ia11y l» fon* • o larjto a rcmpajiy, ntnl I Kdiovo my 
fotmtonanoo (.lumod that I wa.-« offcjidod, for ho jiiiddonly 
rdf/ red hi"-' ln havinur ami nuid<* n {’roat matn* civil Hpocchois. 
Ho roqui-’ tod 1 would do him the honour to dino with him, 
Jamo!it'-d tho v<n' f^von’ indi'jpo-.if ion I had undorpont*, 
ndflinp if I ufiuM follow lu'-^ advice lie wmdd nn.swor for it 
I neve r T'liould ho trouhlod with hilo, his proventative heinp 
a pla"; of cfild w:it/-r as foon n.s 1 nwolcc in the inorninp, 
and auol)ii-r on rotirinp to r>'.t at nipht. TlnV, lio said, a 
pUj^ician of ominoneo in l.iondon had Tveommended, and 
lie* had fouml it answe-r most completely. 

At dinner 1 met Mr. Slice (now Sir Clcorge, a haronet), 
Sir dohn D’Oyloy, Mr. I’cter Moore, Mr. Ix>onnrd Collins, 
Mr. Kdwanl Hay, Mr. CJeorpc Hatch, Mr. Richard Johnson, 
and Mr. John Hnhlatie, with all of whom I hccanie very 
intimate and lived in habits of prent. kindness. I lament to 
lay the five last, named have been dead for several years. 
During dinner Mr. Francis, speaking to a gentleman ne.ar 
him, said, “ Wlien do you expect to get away. Captain 
Newlo V " and was answered, “I hope, sir, by this day 
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In this party I firel paw thf* linrbarous cuptom of pelleting 
cftch other, with lit lit* hnlls of hre/ul ninclc like pills, across 
the table, ^vhich was even prnefiped by the fair sex. Some 
people cniild disrharge them with such force ns to cause 
considerable pain when struck in the face. ^^r. Daniel 
Parwell was sucli a jiroficicnt that he could at the distance 
of three or four ynrd.s snuff a candle, and that several times 
Fucecspivcly. 

This strange trick, fitter for savages than polished society, 
produced many quarrels, and at last entirely censed from 
the following occurrence : A Captain Morrison had rc- 
pcntedlj’ oxpres.eed his abhorrence of pelleting, and said 
that if any perpon struck him with one he should consider 
it intended n« an insidt and resent it accordingl^y. In a few 
minutes after he had so said ho received a smart blow in the 
face from one wliich, although discharged from a hand below 
the table, he could trace by the motion of the arm from 
whence it came, and .saw that the pcllcter was a verj' 
recent acquaintance. Ho therefore, without the least 
hesitation, took up a dish that stood before him ond con- 
tained a leg of mutton, wliich ho discharged m’th nil his 
strength at the offender, and with such well-directed aim 
that it took place ujion the Iicad, knocking him off his chair 
and giving him a severe cut upon the temple. This pro- 
duced a duel, in which the unfortunate pcllcter was shot 
through the body, lay upon his bod many months, and never 
perfectly recovered. Tliis put a complete stop to the absurd 
practice. 

Having partaken .of several entertainments given at the 
tavern by Captain Sutton and other gentlemen, I thought 
it incumbent upon me to return the compliment, and 
accordingly bespoke the handsomest dinner that could bo 
provided for forty, at the Harmonic Tavern. On the day 
appointed thirty-nine sat down to table, all of whom did 
ample justice to the feast, and drank freely, some of my 
guests remaining till three in the morning, when they 
staggered home, well pleased with their fare and declaring 
I was an admirable host. 

J 
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Tiir. i.nps nr tifk anosrr.soR lao 

tuv -H .»:.(! tiiT'M* n:\!ivr rhil:*: : mujicqurntly c.imo 

ill Jfi' l. :>n tlint 1 m-vi r hf- townl n (tuMi^^hl nitnuf Iho priro 
<<J nil riTljrlr ; \\lini«<v« r I w.intri! wn-i <»r(lprcfl hmiip. I 
niruJc il n mil', li(i\v< \i r. to tli'-rharni' every domnud upon 
nu' till* firit «>f f-nr-h mouth. 

Not n wcrl: f v< r ]in*-'«d without luy vhifiiut CViloncl 
Wnt.' on, who ! tur); rlo;.i- to hi's dorhynrd. nuc driy j 
hnpji ui il to l*c with liiiu foohin;: nt the* worhiuon horiuR 
t4i .T t’l rtniu tin* «Hffi-n*ut hiiuK of mil, whm n(. the depth of 
uioro fhnu one liuudrrd h-et. from iht* Burfucr of the earth 
the ;uij:ur met with n ruhr lanee ro hnnl it wnw with extremp 
ilifiieulty till y eould forre it on. rpon the diflemit diviKinns 
of the horer heint: lirmipht up and uurerewod, thi.*! rcsiKtanco 
wa*. found to liave lui-li ore.f iotied hy the nupur cominp 
:i;.*aiii'-l and poiiip throiiph a piece of perfectly pound timhor 
of full thn-e fiet. in ihiekncpp. Tlii‘« was ennsidrred ns a 
mo'-t extrn<irdiuriry event, imr could any of the inpentous 
men or natundi' ts of .Asia in any manner account for it. 

In the month of Decemher (177S) my old friend and 
phijimate in the /Vo-wy, Samuel IJopcrs, arrived in Bcnpal, 
havinp the command of the (htrrlri/ Hast. Indiatnnn. I was 
lini'i'relv plad t<i sec this worthv man. He came out with 
the unfortunate' drort'nun which on her n’turn to ICuropc 
crowded with po'-i'iipem ran npround upon the const of 
Africa comiidirahly to the northward of the Caiie, sho 
havinp heen prosdy m'stahen in lier reekoninp. Although 
il lilew .strong when the accident hn)ipened, whie.h w'.a.s in 
the middle of the night, most of the people and passengers 
reached the shore in safety, being assisted therein by tho 
savage inhabitants of that part of the couutrj'. They 
were, however, many hundri'd miles from Iho Capo or tho 
residcnco of any Europeans. 

Among.st tho haj)le.ss passengers wero Mr. and Hfre. 
Ho.'ea with two children (Mr. Ho.sea having acquired a 
hand.somc fortune in the Company’s civil service at Bengal), 
the wife of the Chief Ofllcer, ami Charle.s Newman, Esq., 
llarristcr of the Sujjrcmc Court, who had also made a fine 
fortune by his profassion. These, wdth others whoso names 
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I do not now recollect, were either murdered or carried 
prisoners into the interior of the country by the natives, 
a race of CafEres. Three persons only of the whole crew 
(seamen), after undergoing almost unequalled hardships, 
reached the Cape, none of the rest having ever since 
been heard of, notwithstanding the Dutch Governor dis- 
patched several difierent parties in quest of them. Within 
the last five years it is said that one of the travellers 
into Africa at a great distance from the sea coast saw 
some young persons of a much fairer skin than the in- 
habitants in general. It has therefore been supposed that 
these may have been the offepring of the tmfortunato ladies 
by the Caffres that made them prisoners. Lady Chambers 
lost one of her cliildren that was on board tins ill-fated ship. 

In the middle of February my friend. Bob Pott, took leave 
of me and embarked in the Geres, and towards the end of the 
same month Mr. Daniel Barwell also departed with Captain 
Rogers. Their voyage turned out disastrous and proved 
fatal to Mr. Barwell. When ojEE the Mauritius they un- 
fortunately fell in with a largo French privateer, in which 
ship klr. Whittall, then high in the Company’s civil service 
at Madras, but much engaged in commercial concerns with 
the French, was said to be a part owner. Be that as it may, 
she attacked the Osierhy, and, being a powerful vessel, f^ 
of men, after a short and unavailing conflict on the part of 
the OsterUy the latter was obliged to strike her colours, and 
was carried a prize to the Isle of France, or Mauritius. 

kfr. Barwell in a few weeks obtained permission to leave 
the island in an American vessel which was bound to the 
Cape of Good Hope, where having arrived in safety he 
engaged a passage to Europe on board a Dutch East India- 
man. This ship reached the coast of Holland off the port of 
Middlebmrgh, where she was to stop. An ignorant fellow 
went on board and took charge of her as pilot to conduct her 
in, who ran her upon a sand-bank, where she was totally 
lost. The brutal Dutchmen on shore made no effort to 
prevent the accident, whieh from the course she steered 
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tlif-y f-n«- f..r n-vrrn! Imiir! mti- l hr»j»pon, iu»r <li»l llioy wlifn 
tlio ui':n.-!<'r lin<l ri'-tunlly oc«-urrofl tnUo nny mt'a.'stin-.i to 
rnv^* tlir live,': t>f tlio iinfortiin.nt^* pcriiou.'; on honnl. Tlioy 
rupj>tr'(5, not'vitli-tnndinp i1m< vrr-'i-l lin<l Dutch colotirH 
flyinp, thnt j'h'- v,n.'; Fuftli- h, nnd h.vi hoisted the t-iipign of 
Hollruul to indtirc the jH-ojik* on j-horc to rend off acpirlnnct?, 
for they proufiiinced it impo;-.':ihh. f hnt nny Dtitch rhip could 
iH'tniy nieh ijnuirnnre n.-: thi.*: rhip hnd done in running for 
the h.-iThttur. 

'J'o'\;ird'- evening of the dny on whirh rhe fit ruck it. Ijcgnn 
to Mow fitrong, the jcrv roufctpiently ropc, which innde 
thnr-e on hoard npprvhcnd rhe mufit go to pieccfl before the 
morning. Mr. Harwell, who wna n rcninrlcnblj* good 
fiwimnu-r, then-fore determined to Ic.'ivo tho wreck nnd 
mnko for the nenrert Innd, about three miles dirtnnt, 
nnothcr young mnn who Imd been n mid.-ihipmnn of tho 
Orirrlnj ngn-t ing to nccornpnny him. They necordingly 
rw.mJ from the rhip nnd both perirhed, wherens nlmo.st tho 
whole of tho;-(» thnt remnined wth the \\Tcck wero saved. 
Hy daybreak the j)eojile on shore had ascertained tho ship 
in di'-tn-^'i to Ik.- a Dutch homcwanl bound En.st Indinman, 
wher<-upon a scene of goncrnl confu.sion ensued, each mnn 
in ofiice upbraiding bin neighbojir with inattention nnd 
negligence in not sending off aid the day before. A great 
number of boats were forthwith manned nnd dLspatched to 
the wn-ek, biit bofoitj they reached her ahe -was nearl}' 
buried in the .«nnd nnd completely filled with water so that 
no article of nny kind could he saved. Tho live.s of the 
j>cople on hoard, with the exception of six, were, however, 
preserved. IIa<l assist nnce, been given when tbe ship first 
struck much of the cargo nnd probably tho vessel itself 
might have* been ;^aved. 

Mr. Harweirs corjjse wn,s found three dnj^s after by somo 
fisbermen ; was by them carried on shore and there buried 
in tbe church of Middleburgh. Mi.ss Mary Harwell, a maiden 
sister of Daniel’s, an eccentric, odd woman, took it into her 
head that her brother bad been basely murdered by tho 
Dutchmen in order to possess tbomselvcs of an immense 
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property in money and jewels which Mr. Barwell was Avell 
loiown to have had on hoard, of the truth of which suspicion 
she had formed her o^vn belief so firmly that notliing could 
shake it. She became outrageously violent on the subject, 
addressing letters to the Court of Directors, also to the 
different Cabinet Ministers, in consequence of which the 
most rigid enquiry and examination took place. The result 
satisfied every unprejudiced person that there was not a' 
shadow of foundation for the insinuations and charges 
made by Miss Barwell. 

All the circumstances of the investigation wore committed 
to writing and forwarded to that lady, who, instead of being 
satisfied therebv, 'wroto the most scurrilous and abusive 
letters to the Brimc Minister of England, likewise to the 
Court of Directors, wherein she taxed them with sanctioning 
robbery and murder. She also addressed Sir Joseph Yorke, 
the British Ambassador at the Hague, calling upon lum as 
the public roprosontativo of his country to exert himself in 
bringing the offenders to justice. Sir Joseph Yorke, anxious 
to convince the unhappy old gentlewoman that her sus- 
picions were unfounded, procured affidavits of the captain, 
the officers, and every respectable person on board the mi- 
fortunato ship, stating the manner in which Mr. Barwell and 
the midshipman had, contrary to the opinions and advice 
of all on board, abandoned the uTcck in order to swim on 
shore, and shewing that ju’cvious.to so doing ]\Ir. Barwell 
delivered •the keys of his trunk and bureau to the captain, 
telling him that in the bureau all his papers of consequence 
wore deposited. Miss Barwell, nevertheless, continued 
\msatisficd, again addressing Sir Joseph Yorke in UTiting, 
and charging him directly with countenancing and pro- 
tecting murderers. 

This last-mentioned letter, which was as scurrilous a 
production as I over saw, Sir Joseph Yorke showed to mo 
when I was subsequently at the Hague, nor could any 
arguments or any documents make the prejudieed woman 
change her opinion. To the day of her death she declared 
that her brother had been inhumanly murdered by the base 
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Dutchmon, who possessed themselves of his property to 
an immense amount. 

In the Ceres Mr. Jarrett, Attorney to the Company, also 
embarked for Europe, whereupon Jlr. Nailor, through the 
interest of Sir Elijah Impey, sueeecded to that lucrative 
appointment. 

Mj’ friend Colonel Watson now began liis doeks, and 
erected two large windmills. Being the first that had ever 
been built in Bengal, they excited much astonishment 
amongst the natives. The two mills were exactly alike, being 
one hmidrcd and fourteen feet in height, consisting of five 
stories or floors, the upper ones for grinding grain of every 
description, the ground floor to saw timber by circular saws 
worked by the wind, an ingenious invention then recently 
found out. 

It was one of my principal daily amusements to observe 
the progress of these works. The surprize of the native 
artificers was great beyond belief when told that the opera- 
tion of the uind on the sails at the outside would affect 
every floor, grinding flour or grain of some sort upon each. 
Indeed, they pronounced such an event utterly impossible. 
Upon the first trial when the flyers were fixed it was set in 
motion at a time when there -were upwards of one hundred 
workmen employed dn the upper floors, who, seeing the 
immense upright timber in motion and the whole fabric 
considerably agitated, were greatly alarmed, conceiving 
nothing short of magic could have prodirced so extraordinary 
an effect. In their fright their first object was to escape 
from the building, and in their endeavours to effect that 
object they tumbled heels over head doivn the different 
flights of stairs. Such was their anxiety to get clear of what 
they considered the enchanted spot that several wert 
seriously hurt. Altogether the scene was most strange 
“ Wall, wah ! ” (an exclamation of surprize) was heard from 
all quarters ! 

The Colonel had also commenced a mould loft of sufficient 
dimensions to lay down a first-rate sliip, the outer walls of 
which being more than half up he found he should be defi- 
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cient in teak timbers for laying the usual flat terrace. He 
therefore determined to make a pitched roof, a mode of 
building never practised in Asia, but, from the uncommon 
width of the loft, even to form a pitched roof, it became 
necessary to contract the upper part. The last ten layers 
of bricks were therefore carried in half an inch each layer 
for the purpose of lessening the width. SLr. Cressy gave it 
as his opinion that a wall so constructed could not stand, 
and would undoubtedly bulge, whilst, on the other hand, 
Colonel Watson and Mr. Agg were clear that it would answer, 
but at any rate the Colonel was resolved to make the trial. 

I was one morning looking at the workmen, the Colonel 
being by, when he suddenly exclaimed, “That fellow 
Cressy is clearly right. This building won’t do ; indeed, I 
always had great doubts about it. However, keep this to 
yourself, Hickey, for I will proceed with the work.” The 
next day he brought Mr. Thomas Lyon, the architect, to 
inspect the buUding. This gentleman having ascertained 
every particular, also the number of square feet the roof 
would consist of, he calculated the weight of the whole 
terrace, which he found so immense that he at once declared 
it would not do, that the wall on one side or the other must 
inevitably bulge. Being asked what he meant by “ bulge,” 
he replied, “ Give way outward and fall ” ; but ho observed 
that had the walls been continued to the top of the same 
thickness, and more slope given to the rafters, he had not the 
least doubt but that it woxild have fully answered the 
intended purpose. 

At dinner Cressy, having heard that his judgment was 
supported by so able a mechanist as Mr. Lyon, was ex- 
ceedingly proud, exultingly saying over and over again, 
“ I knew it could not stand, there could be no doubt about 
it.” “ No doubt you are a foolish coxcomb,” retorted the 
Colonel, “but stand or fall I am determined to proceed 
with the building and in ray own way.” “Then it will 
be down about your ears,” said Cressy. “ And I’ll have it 
up again notwithstanding,” said the Colonel. A few days 
after this discussion I went cut to dine at the docks, when 
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tbo Colonel cxnltingly said, “ Well, Hickey, yon see these 
wondrous clever fellows are ogrcgiously wrong ; in spite of 
their predictions the walls stand and will, I doubt not, bear 
the weight of the terrace, more than half of which is already 
on.” “ It will be down within eight and forty hours,” said 
Cressy. “ I’ll bet you one thousand guineas t6 one hundred 
it is not,” said the Colonel. “ Done, Sir,” says Cressy, when 
the Colonel coolly observed, “ You know very well that I 
never lay wagers.” Whereupon Cressy pertly observed, 
” You are right not to do so upon this occasion os you 
would clearly lose both yoiu: building and your guineas.” 

Two days afterwards the Colonel called to take me in his 
buggy out to dinner. Upon the way to the docks he told 
me when he left home in the morning nearly the whole 
terreice was on, and he was in great hopes, after all, that the 
bxiilding would stand. When within half a nule of his 
gate wo heard a tremendous crash.. ” Heh I Heh ! 
Hickey,” said the Colonel in his tisnal quick manner of 
speaking ; “ heh 1 what the devil is that, Hickey ? ” ” It 
sounds like thunder,” replied I. “ Heh, what 1 thunder. 
Zounds ! I’m cursedly afraid, Hickey, Cressy will prove 
right. However,” continued he, “ it was a nice point.” 

Just at that moment we perceived an immense, body of 
dust rising in the air, and a few minutes taking us to the 
entrance of his premises, we saw the fabric la3dng in ruins 
upon the groimd. The Colonel, with extreme anxiety, 
enquired if any of the people Were hurt, and was told the 
workmen had quitted the roof a few moments before to 
refresh themselves, only two young boys remaining, neither 
of whoni had received the slightest injury. Had the acci- 
dent occurred half an hour sooner or later in aU prohabilily 
many people woidd have lost their lives, there being up- 
wards of two hundred men, women, and children employed 
in beating the terrace. 

I have already observed that Colonel Watson was not 
upon good terms with Mr. Harwell, and conceiving he could 
carry on his scheme without his aid or assistance in Council 
he paid him no sort of attention. This, Harwell, who weis 



146 


ME3I0IRS OF Tmxmr EICKEy 

a proud man and tenacions ox the pnblic sifenation he held- 
highly resented- and malignantly determined in conseqnence 
to throw* eveiy possible impediment in the wey. 

When the grant or land -R-as first made by Goremment 
to Campbell he vras directed- npon ousting the natives from 
their difierent spots of ground, to make each an adeoTiate 
compensation, or an equivalent in ground elseRrhexe, but 
the natives of India, high and lov, being supeistitiously at- 
tached to the spot in vrhich they vere bom and brought up, 
no consideration ivhatever wSl induce them to relinquish 
it, and this vas stron^y proved npon this occasion- Colonel 
Campbell could bring them to no terms, iliserable as the 
huts they resided in vreie, they ■R'ere content- and peremp- 
torily refused to leave them. Force vras therefore resorted 
to ; the Colonel sent a party of Sepoys, vho turned the 
vretched creatures out of their habitations and then 
levelled them vith the earth. 

The persons thus treated •R'ent in a body to the Council 
House, vrhere vrith their usual noLse they cried out for 
justice. Colonel Campbell vras thereupon ashed the reason 
of such violence, to which he replied that he had always 
been ready to execute the orders of Govomment, bad 
offered the propiietois five times the value of their land 
and buildings, or to give them a far greater quantity of 
ground in the nc-rghbourhood, but that the parties eomplain- 
ing were so unreasonable as to refuse any terms, whereby 
the progress of the public vroris was impeded. Government 
then named four respectable gentlemen to determine upon 
the fair value of the spots of ground in question, which 
when done the proprietors should be compelled to accept. 
These gentlemen aecordin^y met many times during a 
period of ten months, when their opinions differed so widely 
as to the quantum of compensation that nothing decisfre 
was ever done nor any report made In* them. The inhabi- 
tants, however, were effectually excluded from their laud, 
and a high brick wall built round the whole space- Immense * 
ranges of workshops and godovms tor stores were also 
erected- 
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Besides those expensive buildings Mr. Watson, who had 
then joined Campbell in the undcrtalung, built a range of 
barracks sufficiently spacious to accommodate tliree hun- 
dred persons, part of their scheme being to pmrehase slaves 
at Mozambique and Madagascar to carry on the laborious 
part of their undertaking. 

Messieurs Campbell and Watson, who had already sunk 
a large sum and aware how mnch more it would take to 
complete so stupendous a work, were, of course, extremely 
anxious to secure themselves against any future obstructions 
by native claiments or othenvise, and after much consulta- 
tion with their friends it was deemed prudent to solicit a 
legal grant of the land which, as mentioned, was prepared 
by the Company’s law officers. This deed Colonel Watson 
conceived it impossible to shake or affect. 

Gocul Gosaul, a man of opulence, was one of those who 
had been dispossessed of a certain quantity of land for which 
he had refused to receive any compensation, it being taken 
from him against his will. This Gocul Gosaul upon the 
Colonel’s arrival paid him a visit, at which time I was 
present, and I was much struck by the elegance of his 
address and manners. In the best language he compli- 
mented the Colonel upon his return to Bengal, expressing 
the gratification it gave hin^ to see him and to hear that 
he was authorized to cany into effect an undertaking that 
' must do honour to India. 

During this interview not an allusion was made by 
Gocul Gosaul to his parcel of land, or anything like a com- 
plaint, so far otherwise he was profuse in his offers of aiding 
the prosecution of the work by every means in his power, 
observing that he would readily advance at any time three 
or four lacs of rupees to promote the object in view, yet this 
very Gocul Gosaul was the man that in a few months subse- 
quent to these voluntary offers and civil declarations became 
the Colonel’s first and serious opponent. In this, however, 
he was encom’aged by Mr. Barwell, at whose instigation he 
made a formal demand of the piece of ground of which ho 
had been dispossessed, in answer to which application 
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the Colonel referred him to the Govemor-Gfeneral and 
Council. 

Gfocul Gosaul replied he had nothing to do with Govern- 
ment, that Colonel Watson had tortiously ousted him from 
his property, and if it was not forthwith restored he should 
commence a prosecution against him in the Supreme Court 
by way of ejectment for the recovery thereof. Colonel 
Watson, alarmed at the threat, desired to se« him. He 
repeatedly promised to call, but did not. The Colonel 
therefore determined to go to his house, and did so, I, at 
his particular desire, accompanjing him. Grocaul Grosaul 
seemed much distressed, made a thousand apologies, and 
pleaded indisposition in excuse for not having waited upon 
the Colonel according to his promise. His confu^on was 
increased by the Colonel coolly saying, “Illness did not 
prevent your doing as you ought to have done. You very 
well hnow you acted under the orders of a member of 
Government, Mr. Barwell.” After remaining silent some 
minutes and looting extremely awkward, he observed, 
“ Mr. Barwell was a great man and his protector, he was 
therefore bound to act in obedience to his wishes.” The 
Colonel, in a rage, said, he (Gfocul Gocaul) and his protector, 
Barwell, were a pair of infamous rascals, and instantly 
walked out of the house. 

Three days after an action was commenced, whereupon 
Colonel Watson went to Mr. Hastings, the Govemor-Gfeneral, 
to Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, to inform them thereof, 
when they all reprobated the conduct of Mr. Barwell,' to 
whom Mr. Hastings said he would speak privately upon the 
business, and endeavour to stop the proceedings. He did 

* RicLzrd Bzrsrdl 'R'se bars in Czlcntto. prancts, i7ho hsd s 

contempt for him, wrote : ** Hr. Bam-ci], I tbin^ hu sU tbe bad qualities 
common to this dimate and country, of 'vrhich he is in every sense a natire, hnt 
I do not aSrm that there is no siiztare whatsoever of good in his composition. 
He is lapaeicus withont industry, and ambitious without ezertion of his fscolties 
or steady application to aSziri. He wcnld be Govtmer-Geceral if 'money conid 
make him so, and in that station he wonld soon engross the wealth'of the 
country. He will do whatever can be done by bribery and intrigue. He hw no 
other resource. His mind is strictly effeminate and unequal to any serious con- 
stant occupation except gaming in which alone he is indcfatieable.” csteed’s 
EAoa fron Oltl CitJeulla,) — Ed. 
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according!}’ apeak to tbo gentleman, who was mean enough 
to deny his having at all interfored or influenced Gocul 
Gosaiil in what he had done. Thus circumstanced, Colonel 
Watson had nothing left but to defend himself as well as 
ho could. 

The land claimed by Gooul Gosaul was of the utmost 
importance, being a narrow slip or footpath to the water- 
side by which Gocul Gosaul and his family had formerly 
gone to the river to perform their daily ablutions. According 
to his pointing out of his claim, it went directly through the 
centre of the newly finished windmill, interfering also with 
both the projected wet and dry docks. In short, if he 
succeeded in establishing his right to the land it completely 
did away with the possibility of carrying the proposed plan 
into execution. 

The Attorney employed by Gocul Gosaul was Mr. North 
Nailor, then the Company’s Solicitor, and acting likewise 
for Mr. Barwell in all legal business ho had to do, by which 
gentleman ho had been recommended to Gocul Gosaul. 
The Colonel having requested mo to act on his part, I 
entered an appearance. I also desired to see the grant from 
the Company, which, upon reading, I found to be so strong 
in the Colonel’s favour that I immediately advised my 
client to apply to Government to act in the defence, they 
being bound to support their own acts. Colonel Watson 
accordingly did so, when the question was referred to Sir 
John Day, their Advocate-General, who without hesita- 
tion decided in the Colonel’s favour. Mr. Nailor therefore 
received orders from the Company’s Secretary to undertake 
the defence of the action, to which he answered that, having 
in his private capacity of an Attorney commenced the suit 
and thus become acquainted with every particular of the 
plaintiff’s case, it would be highly improper in him to be 
concerned for the defendant. Thus awkwardly circum- 
stanced he said he could have nothing more to do in the 
cause, and. he handed over the papers to another Attorney, 
his own ‘partner, Mr. Samuel Tolfrey I 

Mr. James Pater Auriol, at that time principal Secretary, 
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then addressed a letter to me authorizing mo to continue 
the defence on behalf of tho Company, and directing me 
in the progress of tho cause to apply to Mr. Isaac Bonigh, a 
Civil servant, then recently appointed to a new office called 
Commissioner of Law Suits, who would furnish me with 
every information I might require, and supply every 
necessary document from the Council House. 

Gooul Gosaul, upon finding the matter thus seriously 
taken up by Government, became greatly alarmed, appre- 
hending that should he persist in his demand he might 
incur the displeasure of the Governor-General, a circumstance 
in those days of much importance. Having expressed his 
fears to Mr. Barwell, that artful man encouraged him to go 
on, reminding him that the cliief object of tho British 
Legislature in constituting a Supremo Court in Bengal was 
to efface from men’s minds a too prevalent idea that Euro- 
peans holding tho most elevated rank might with impunity 
harass and oppress the natives of every description ; that 
the duty of tho Judges was to prevent such oppression or 
to punish tho offenders when legally brought before them, 
to promote which object a pauper establishment of law 
officers were appointed and paid by Government to act for 
those who could not afford to apply for redress from their 
own private funds. Gocul Gosaul, however, notwithstand- 
ing the encouragement Mr. Barwell gave him, proceeded in' 
tho action with extreme reluctance. 

The trial commenced at nine in the morning, and did not 
finish until eight at night, when Gocul Gosaul having suffi- 
ciently proved his right to a certain portion of the land 
from which he had been forcibly ejected. Sir Elijah Impoy 
pronounced judgment for tho Plaintiff in a very eloquent 
speech in which he feelingly lamented the agitation of 
such a question as was then before him, pretty plainly 
saying he thought tho Government ought, from every 
motive, to have prevented it. 

Thus a complete stop was put to the further progress of 
an undertaking that, if completed, would have been of rho 
utmost national importance. 
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This may bo a projicr moment to say a word relative to 
Sir John Day, the Advocate-General who ought to have 
appeared as Counsel. 

A short time before his leaving England ho married Miss 
Bamus, whoso father was an old and favourite servant of 
His Majesty’s, upon which occasion, going to pa)*^ liis com- 
pliments at St. Jainc.s’s, he received the honour of Knight- 
hood, a circumstance that occasioned a witticism in the 
newspapers from it having occurred in the month of Septem- 
ber. The facetious George Sclwjni, seeing in tho Qazeite 
that ]\Ir. Day was mado a Knight, exclaimed, “ By God, 
tliis is out-horoding Herod. I have long heard of the extra- 
ordinary’^ power His Jlajcsty exercised, but until this moment 
could not have believed that he could turn Day into Kuroirr, 
and make a Lady Day' at Michaelmas.” 

Colonel Watson, being thus interrupted in liis plan by 
the verdict pronounced, feeling also that ho was liable to 
many similar attaclcs by persons who had been forcibly 
dispossessed of their ground and received no compensation, 
ho did not tliink it prudent to proceed on his great work, but 
stopped short, serving a formal notice upon the Governor- 
General and Council, declaring that ho should, in conse- 
quence of the legal interruption, look to tho East India 
Company for remuneration for his losses, as also for damages 
for the injuiy he must unavoidably sustain by being thus 
impeded in tho execution of a work commenced and pro- 
ceeded into a ruinous extent as to his private fortune 
under tho faith and security of a grant formally executed 
by the Court of Directors to him. Ho likewise transmitted 
orders to his Agents in London to serve a similar notice upon 
the Chairman and Doputy-Chairman in Leadenhall Street. 

The situation of Chief Engineer, which Colonel Watson 
held, being at that time one of prodigious emolument, 
the Colonel did not choose to relinquish it, which must 
have been the case had he left India. He therefore 
resolved to remain in Bengal and endeavour to dispose 
of at least a .part of the immense quantity of marine 
stores he possessed, or to turn the same to advantage by 
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employing the ingenious artificers he had brought from 
England with him in building ships. He accordingly set 
them to work upon a part of the ground about which there 
was no contest, and within two years launched three as 
beautiful vessels as ever were constructed in any dockyard 
in Great Britain. The first was named the Surprizt, the 
second the Nonsuck, and the third the Laurel. The 
Surprize, of three hundred tons, was, ’previoxis to leaving 
the stocks, taken up by Government and sent to Europe 
as a packet, making a very excellent passage and proving 
a first-rate sailer. The Nonsuck and Laurd were both en- 
gaged in the China trade, but were afterwards also employed 
as packets to England, and were much admired for their 
strength and beauty by the London shipwrights. 



CTIArTKK XII 


rm: 

If.*.! 


II. 

wr.r.tN*: 

nis; 

i-trxi: .\Ni) Tttr. 



r;r.,\ 

:;n 

-Jit A NCI s 

.HC1 

lOS* 

TX th. 

ini'!. 

111 ef 1*. 

[■hr 


fnrf.v 

i f Piifllr.::'?, ('apt.ain 

-i. •‘''uf..'. 

n. h 

ft Iw i:r 

.al 1 

m l.»r rrl' 

‘.irn t‘ 

o Iv.ir. •}»[’, and by h.-r 

'.lent prf 

• f •■>»■*, 

. rMr.l' 

‘at: 

< r. th»* b.-i 

rri- 1* 

r, v.ho, in hlth- mon- 

than ill! 

t'** y 

I .ar , :i' 

-q!I 

in d a f»i; 

rtmic 

*if eiphty thoii'-and 

pound- h 

ly hi 

■ jirofi •• 

ion 

1 , a ••fiti- id 


r- proportion of which 


Iv Jnn*!'- If' for tlj'> t.nUu'tl of N'Jmlrnjnisr, n 

liiii'hi Utij.'ih jnnji of tlio j'lr f ooh' ••( jii.-tii-f from r.'ink 
:in<l w.'.'.ttli th- ii.ntivf', who, U. Iiio chajy.fd witli 

hTfvry, u.'f: hrouf’.ht to trial for that ofTftu'f, comlomtud, 
fttul, to tin* «t/‘n>:il (li'yr.'vo* of tlc' lirili.di Govcrnnipnl, 
miller nti rjr fndo law. Tlif fact if? that this 
poor jii.'iTi, lihf tin.' tinfortmi.atc Adtiiiral Bynp, fdl a 
rarrifirc l<» party. 

Till* pio- t violent nnimodty thon provnileil hctworn .Mr. 
lla-itin;;'?, rv: (oiveriior, nml (Jeiiornl ('lavcrini:, fin-t ini'inhor 
of t'omieil, and r<Jin!nnnder-in-t.-Inef. An ncfount rcaehcd 
India that Mr. Ilastinp; had on a cnrlain ihiy whiidi was 
named, tendered In'? re.sit;nation to the Court of Dijeetors 
hy liis Apent, Colonel >iaf:lean. In coiiRequonce thereof 
General Claverinp immediately caused himself to bo pro- 
claimed and assumed the Government., at tempt inp at the. 
pamc time to pet possession of Fort William, hut Iho friends 
of Mr. Hastings, who were always upon the. alert, i)rc- 
vented it. Mr. llnstinps was strenuously supported by 
Mr. Harwell, whilst General Clavering was equally so by 
Colonel Monson and Mr. Francis. .At the most critical 
period of tho dispute, Colonel Monson was taken ill and 
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died, which gave Mr. HaatingB a majority in Council by his 
own casting voice. 

During the contest the partisans of each party were ex- 
cessively violent, putting the Settlement into a state of the 
greatest anarchy. For several successive days a general 
insurrection was hourly expected, so miich so that the com- 
petitors themselves were extremely alarmed for the conse- 
quences, when a sensible and considerate man of rank in 
the army, with a view to put an end to the dangerous con- 
troversy, proposed a reference to His Majesty’s Judges of 
tlie Supremo Court, requesting them to decide the right, 
a proposal that was instantly agreed to by Mr. Hastings 
and General Clavering. A written statement was pre- 
pared, which, being acceded to by both parties, was pre- 
sented to the Judges, who, after taking the same into their 
most serious and mature consideration, declared it to bo 
their unanimous opinion that tho Government ought to 
remain with Mr. Hastings, to which decision General 
Clavering yielded at once, thus ending a dispute that was 
near proving fatal to the very existence of the East India 
Company. As it was, the evils attending the discussion 
continued to operate for years, producing innumerable 
quarrels between the Advocates for each gentleman, and 
several duels, one of which occurred with two of the princi- 
pals, Mr. Hastings and Mr. Francis.^ 

Another of tho duels was between my friends, Robert Pott 
and James Grant, Pott being a staunch Hos'tingsito, while 
Grant was equally zealous on tho part of Clavoring. These 
3 ''oung men had thentoforo been intimate friends, but 
during the contest for tho Government Pott charged Grant 
with duplicity and w’ith acting the base part of an informer, 
divulging opinions that had been delivered in confidence 
and privacy. Grant thereupon challenged Pott. They mot, 
when after exchanging several shots, Pott wounded his 
adversary in the leg, and tho matter ended, but Grant was 
ever after distinguished from many of tho same name by 
the title of “ Informer Grant.” 

' Colonrl Watson was Frapcis’s .second in tJiis famous duel. — Ko 
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Rajah Nundcomar had been a warm supporter of General 
Claivering, from which many people thought he lost his life. 
There is no doubt but that in summing up the evidence and 
charging the Jury the Chief Justice, Sir Elijah Impey,^ was 
as hostile to the prisoner as cotdd be. The Jury, after being 
shut up many hours, and great diSerence of opinion prevail- 
ing amongst them, at last brought in a verdict of Guilty, 
but which several of them have since assured me they 
would sooner have starved than consented to had they 
entertained the most distant idea of execution following 
such a verdict, and most indignant were they upon finding 
the sentence carried into effect. Upon the day of the 
Rajah’s execution every Hindu, high and low, at an early 
hour in the mo rning left Calcutta in the utmost despair. 

Sir Robert Chambers, then the senior puisne Judge, 
differed from his brethren, declaring it to be his opinion 
not only that the Rajah ought not to suffer, but that the 
verdict was wrong, yet from his natural frivolity and want 
of firmness he allowed the influence the Chief Justice had 
over him to operate so far as to subscribe his name to the 
death warrant as with those of the other Judges. 

Shortly after the above serious contest for the Gk)vern- 
ment had taken place General Clavering was attacked by 
a malady of which he died, leaving a widow and three 
daughters of a former marriage. They were all remarkably 
fine young women, especially Caroline,' the youngest, who 
was most bewitchingly attractive. She was volatile to the 
greatest degree and full of monkey tricks, nevertheless has 
since proved a most exemplary wife and mother. Shortly 
after her return to England she married Sir John Borlase 
Warren, a British Admiral of high reputation, to whom she 
has home a number of children. 

Mr. Cleveland and I continued joint housekeepers until 
the middle of April (1778), when, feeling ashamed of his 

* Although Macaulay, in his essay on Warren Hastings, inak-es the gravest 
imputation against Impey for his sentence on Nundcomar, Impey had defended 
himself sticoessfulljr against tliis and other oharges at the Bar of the House of 
Commons. The injustice of Macaul^'a strictures was, it is said, pointed out to 
him, but he never corrected them. — ^Eo, 
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contributing one-balf of the house expenses, especially the 
serious article of Tvine, of which he scarcely ever took more 
than two glasses daily, and rarely invited anyone to dinner, 
whilst 1 with my frequent parties was taking large potations, 
E determined upon dissolving our partnership, and took a 
house for myself which was then finishing, and which I was 
to enter upon on the 1st of May. The one Mr. Cleveland 
and I inhabited was, as I have already observed, con- 
structed of mud instead of chunam. The sun striking upon 
the southern front made it intensely hot, to correct which I 
sent for a native builder, directing him to put up a matted 
verandah. My landlady, Mrs. Ogden, hearing this, came to 
me in the utmost alarm, expressing her fears that I should 
throw the house down, the walls not being sufficiently 
strong to bear a verandah. Having purchased all the 
requisite materials I did not like to give up my plan, though 
staggered by what she said. I, however, consulted Mr. 
Lyon, who pointed out some precautions, the adoption of 
which ho thought would do away with all risk. Pursuant to 
Mr. Lyon’s hints I built my verandah and found it of in- 
finite advantage. 

The months of March, April, and May in Bengal is the 
season for wild and sudden tempests, called North-Westers. 
Though tremendous in their appearance and effect they are 
expected 'with pleasure from rendering the air cool and 
delightful. The Saturdays and Sundays that I did not go 
to Sir Robert Chambers’s I generally spent at Captain 
Thornhill’s, the master attendant, who had a magnificent 
coimtry house upon the bank of the river at Cosspore, four 
miles above Calcutta, where he received and entertained his 
numerous friends with the greatest degree of hospitality 
and good humour. Towards the end of April, while I was 
at this gay mansion, there came on one of the most severe 
north-westers that had been experienced for many years. 
It commenced about .rix o’clock in the evening, blowing for 
upwards of an hour an absolute hurricane, and, as was often 
the case, after so doing from the north-west suddenly 
shifted to the opposite point, north-east, returning with 
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even increased force. As my house stood oiienly exposed 
to the north-east I felt exceedingly uneasy about my newly 
erected verandah, expecting every instant to receive an 
account that the whole fabric was level with the earth. 'A 
little before twelve I got into my phaeton and drove to 
town in as great a funk as ever I was in when I entered 
Westminster School, knowing I was to bo flogged. Upon 
turning the corner of a street close to which my house 
stood, I had the consolation to perceive at least that the 
body of the building still stood. Driving up to the door, 
however, I found my famous verandah entirely down and 
demolished, the wreck of it laying in the courtyard, yet I 
felt happy that it had not brought the crazy old building 
along mth it. 

During the period that Mr. Cleveland and I lived together 
a young Jewess of the name of Isaacs arrived in Calcutta 
to exercise the profession of miniature painting. Cleveland 
having known her family in England, interested himself to 
promote her success. He therefore observed to me that 
as he had heard mo say I meant to send my picture to a 
favomite sister he should be obliged if I would sit to his 
friend. I accordingly did so. At the first sitting he was 
present, when he surprized me not a little by saying, “ It 
has always been a matter of wonder to me how ugly fellows 
can ever bring themselves to sit for their pictures,” to which 
I replied, “ Upon my word, the remark comes with an ill 
grace from you who are the cause of my being in the situation 
that excites your wonder upon the present occasion.” Miss 
Isaacs thereupon with much naivete observed, “It was 
not kind in my friend to make such a speech, but,” con- 
tinued she, “ were none but the handsome men of Calcutta 
to apply to mo in my profession I should have very little 
occupation indeed.” Tliis lady, two years afterwards, 
married Mr. Higginson, a gentleman Ixigh in the Company’s 
civil service and of large fortune. 

I have already stated the strange reception I met with 
from Mr. Francis when 1 presented Mr. Burke’s letter of 
introduction of me to him. Now, it so happened that this 
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Ho thereupon applied to another Attorney, by whom the 
action was commenced. Mr. Francis upon being served 
with a copy of the writ brought it to me, requesting I would 
defend on his part, but which I also refused, declaring I 
would have nothing to do on either side. 

In the then ensuing term the cause came on for trial, 
wherein Mr. Shee (now Sir George) cut an awkward figine, 
the Chief Justice observing that his behaviour had been 
as reprehensible as it was derogatory to the character of 
a gentleman. The only material facts proved against Mr. 
Francis were his frequent visits at the house when Mr. 
Grand, the master, was from home, his being discovered, 
disguised in black, with a ladder upon his shoulder, which 
he was seen to place against the wall of Mr. Grand’s house, 
and his being discovered at night in Mrs. Grand’s bed- 
chamber by the servants. Yet upon that evidence, slight and 
unsatisfactory as it no doubt was, the plaintiff obtained a 
judgment. The defence was most ably conducted by Mr. 
Tilghman,* who insisted upon the impossibility of the 
plaintid’s succeeding upon such evidence, and he quoted 
a variety of modem cases in support of his opinion. 

As the Judges differed each gave his separate opinion, 
Mr. Hyde, as junior,, commencing, who commented upon 
the evidence, observing that, though slight, it satisfied his 
mind of the guilt of the defendant and justified a judgment 
for the plaintiff. Sir Robert Chambers spoke next. He 
said he had very maturely read over and weighed the 
depositions and sincerely lamented he was compelled to 
differ from his learned brethren by declaring he thought the 
plaintiff had totally failed to make out his case, and must 
be nonsuited, in support of which opinion he cited many 
late cases wherein the law had been clearly laid down by 
the ablest civilians of the present day, men who were 
equally an honour and an ornament to the British Bench. 

^ Tilgliinan was Francis’s Philadelpbian cousin, and srter Mackrabier’s death 
his greatest friend. His letters show that he was a most amusing, cheery 
fellow. It was conjectured that he supplied legal lore to juniors. He died 
on his voyage home from Bengal in January, 1786, aged 39. (See Busteid's 
Bdhoes from Old CaleuUa.y— Ko. 
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Sir Elijah Impey yaas evidently surprized and vexed at the 
depth of learning displayed by Sir Robert upon the occa- 
sion. He petulantly observed that he was not prepared 
to coninient upon such a mass of learning in Ecclesiastical 
Law as had been, he thought unnecessarily and inapplicably, 
introduced by his brother Chambers, not a particle of which 
applied to the present case. He entirely concurred in 
opinion with hlr. Justice Hyde that the evidence entitled 
the plaintifi to a judgment, and that such judgment should 
be fifty thousand rupees i Mi". Hyde, in a low voice, said 
“ SiccAS.” “ Aye, siccas, brother Hyde,” added the Chief. 
This produced a roar of mirth from the auditors, at which 
Sir Elijah was greatly offended. 

Within a week after the trial, Mr. Tilghman presented to 
the Court a petition of Appeal to His Majesty in CormcH 
against the judgment so given, and in the speech upon 
moving that the said petition be filed quoted the same 
cases Sir Robert had done, whereupon the Chief Justice 
angrily observed, “ This is precisely the language and con- 
struction of the law used by Sir Robert Chambers on Satur- 
day last.” “ True, my Lord,” replied Mr. Tilghman, “ and 
I am proud at having such respectable authority for using 
it to-day.” At the moment he said this he received a note, 
which I, who was sitting next to him, saw was hir. Francis’s 
handwriting, consisting of only three lines. What the con- 
tents were I know not, but upon perusal Mr. Tilghman 
directly requested leave to withdraw the motion he had 
just before made, which being granted no more was ever heard 
about appealing. Various conjectures were made thereon, 
but the prevailing opinion was that Sir. Grand, who was 
embarrassed in his circumstances, had proposed a com- 
position, and consented to take a' part of the damages 
to put an end to the discussion, to which Mr. Francis 
readily acceded, thereby preventing the matters being 
brought forward in England to his disgrace as' a married 
man. This business created much wit in Calcutta. Amongst 
a variety of jeu d’espriU the following by Colonel Ironside 
was handed about : 
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TALLEYKANI) AIsT) MRS. GRAND 

“Pehn! wlint a Fuse, 'twixt SIIEIS, nnd ’Iwixt lior! 

\V]mt nhuso uf n donr littlo t-rcntiiro, 

A GRAND and n mighty affair to bo euro. 

Just to give a light PHILIP (fillip) to naiuro. 

How can j'ou, yo prndce, blamo a luscious young wonc.h, 
^^^I0 BO fond is of Lovo and romances, 

VHioso customs nnd manners nro tout & fait French, 

For admiring whalover from FRANCE-IS I ’’ 

Soon after tho decision of the cause tlic fair lady quitted 
India and went to Paris, where the famous Talleyrand saw 
her, was captivated by her beauty and married her. 

At the expiration of the March term my shipmate, Mr. 
Moisc, proposed an excursion for a week or ten days. We 
accordingly set out in his phaeton, driving to Barrackpore, 
distant fifteen miles from Calcutta. This is the place where 
the Sepoys and troops attached to the Presidency are 
cantoned, one battalion marching on the first day of each 
month to perform tho duty in Port William, relieving those 
who had preceded them. 

After passing four and twenty hours at Barraokpoio 
we went to Mr. John Prinsep’s at Puttah (who is now an 
Alderman of London). He received and entertained us most 
hospitably at his manufactory for printing cottons, where 
after spending two pleasant days wo proceeded to Ghyretty, 
a noble edifice, the country residence of the French Governor 
of Chandernagore. At the time of our visit it was inhabited 
by Monsieur Chevillard, of a noble French family. 

Mr. Chevillard entertained us in a princely style. At the 
capture of Pondicherry, somewhere about the year 1769, 
Ghyretty House was made over to the late Sir Eyre Coote, 
then a Lieutenant-Colonel in the King’s service and Com- 
mander of the British Forces. Upon the peace made in 
1703, Colonel Coote having then returned to Europe, 
Chandernagore was restored to France, when Ghyretty 
House once more became the country residence of tho 
French Governor, it being only five miles distant from 
Chandernagore and on the same side of the river. Coote’s 
Agents generally once in each year served a notice upon 
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the inhabitant that the premises belonged to their con- 
stituent, but neither he during his life, nor his representa- 
tives after his decease, ever derived a sixpence advantage 
from the ownership. The building has long been in a state 
of decay, and no one choosing to expend money in repairs, 
it must soon, if it has not already, fall to the ground. 

From Ghyretty we went to Chandemagore and next to 
Chinsurah, the principal settlement of the Butch in Bengal. 
The Governor of the latter place was Mr. Boss, who though 
himself bom and bred in Holland was the son of a Scotch- 
man. By him we were received with a degree of hospitality 
that quite equalled Mr. Chevillard’s. Mr. Boss lived in a 
state' of regal magnificence. When sitting in Council no 
man whatever his rank ever turned his back on the presi- 
dent, and in their awkward retreat towards the door stopped 
at every third or fourth step to make a profound bow. 
On the day of our arrival we assembled at one o’clock in 
a prodigious sized hall, where a table was laid with, fifty 
covers upon it. Bixmer being atmounced, a pair of folding 
doors were thrown open and Mr. Boss made his appearance, 
whereupon a band of martial instruments struck up and 
continued pla3dQg during the meal. In the evening we 
were shown the fort and public buildings. After spending 
three days very pleasantly we took our leave, returned 
to Mr. Prinsep’s at Puttah, where we remained three more 
days, and then departed for our homes at Calcutta, much 
gratified by the jaimt. 

Soon after my return to town I was elected a member 
of the Catch Club, one of the pleasantest societies I ever 
belonged to, but unpopular with the ladies, no female 
being admitted. It was origiaally established by some 
musical men, seceders from a meeting called the Harmonic, 
at which the younger people of both sexes being more 
pleased with their own rattling chatter and noise, paid no 
attention to the sweet strains of Corelli and other famous 
composers, and thereby gave great offence to the real lovers 
of music. A party thereupon resolved to establish a sort 
of club, where none of the profane should gam admittance 
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and women to bo orchidcd altogether. This was the society 
to which I was admitted, and a delightful thing it proved. I 
was also a member of the old Harmonic, which, upon the 
establishment of the new one, sunk into a mere dance. The 
young women facetiously termed the new meeting, “The 
He Harmonic." The latter commenced with a capital 
concert, at which all the talents of the Settlement were 
displayed. It commenced at seven and ended at half-past 
nine. Precisely at ten we sat down to an excellent supper, 
after which catches, glees, and single songs were kept up 
until a late hour. Amongst the party were several un- 
common fine voices, especially Mr. Flatel, a member of 
Lord Sandwich’s celebrated Catch dub, Messrs. Golding, 
Ha3mes, Messnick, and Playdell, all of whom sung with 
extraordinary taste and execution. The Chair was taken 
in rotation, the President being omnipotent. Upon its 
coming to my turn to preside, I gave the master of the 
house private directions as soon as the clock struck two 
to introduce some kettles of burnt champagne, a measure 
that was highly applauded by all, particularly by Mr. 
Platel, who declared it was a glorious thought, and that 
I deserved to have my name recorded in letters of gold. 
We sat xmtil an hour after sunrise. Prom that night it 
became an established rule to have burnt champagne the 
moment it was two o’clock. The number of members was 
limited to twenty-five, and so popular did the club become 
that there were seldom less than fifly candidates to fill up 
any vacancy that occurred. 

It being the general custom of Bengal in those days to 
drink freely and to assemble in numerous parties at each 
other’s houses, I, who had always been disposed to con- 
viviality, soon rendered myself conspicuous, and by the 
splendour of my entertainments gained the reputation of 
being the best host in Calcutta. The dining hour being 
one o’clock, it was customary after that meal and about 
sunset to take an airing, driving to the race-course, where 
the carriages all drew up and a general chat took place. 
I had one day given a dinner to a large party, one of whom 
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was an Irishman, Captam Richard KcfFcrnan, as benevolent 
and good a crcatun as ever brent lied, but quite a Paddy. 
1 had filled them all so full of -H-inc that by seven in the 
evening they had all slimk off, except Heflteman, and he 
positively refu.<ed to swallow another drop. I therefore 
proposed giving him a little exercise, to which he consent- 
ing, I ordered my phaeton, and off we set as hard as a pair 
of high-mettled horses could go. By the time we had been 
out half an hour it became quite dart, a matter of in- 
difference to me whose head was overcharged with claret, 
and on I dashed pell-mell. My companion soon remarked 
from the violent jolts of the carnage that the way was cursed 
rough, and at last he asked whether I was sure I was in the 
right road, for so great a sea bad got up he conceived it 
would bo prudent either to shorten sad or bear up. I was 
obliged to confess I did not know where we had got to, 
and scarcely had I made that confession when away we 
went, phaeton, horses, and all, into a hole twelve or fourteen 
feet deep, wliich, as I aftenrards ascertained, for eight 
mouths out of the twelve was filled with water, but at the 
time of our tumble was quite dry. Stunned by the violence 
of the fall, we lay for some moments insensible, when, 
somewhat recovering, I endeavoured to extricate myself from 
the pit in which amidst an almost impenetrable darkness 
we were enveloped. Whilst groping about-, my companion, 
with his strong native accent, remarked, “ Upon my con- 
science, this is a scurvy sort of a hole you have pop’t me 
into, and the devd a chance do I percave of getting clear 
of it.” In a few minutes I had scrambled up the side and 
reached the level. Having assisted my friend to do the .«ame, 
I advised him to sit quietly there while I went to a light I 
saw at a distance to procure assistance and ascertain where 
we had got to and the state of my horses, both of whom I 
‘ feared were killed. I therefore ran ^rith all my speed towards 
the light, which having, as I conceived, nearly reached, my 
progress was interrupted hy going heels over head into a 
deep ditch, the shock of which second fall totally unbiuged 
me. Seeming to dislocate even* bone in my body. Fortu- 
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nnt^ly, f omo nnljvrt wr^rr }»nv.inf; m-ar tli*’ j'pnl 11ir> (imo, 
vho, I’.fnrinf: Jny proanr;, rnnu- «j». niul, luuHjift nir* inrnpablo 
pf prnpnal *>s<THon, rnitl tliry would po to tin* hn::pitnl, 
rlo; <• to whicu wo \viTr>. nud pronirc* nid. '.riioy ncoordinply 
did ro, nnd within n ipiart* r of nn hour n nuiuhor of .*‘''rvnnt« 
with palnjilo f-U'! nud lipht/s rniuc to me, nnd I wn« con- 
«hirl/-d to tin* njnrt inont.*: of iho hrnd luirpcou. Upon my 
mprc-^cntiup to him tin- fdtuntinu I had loft my friond in, 
nnd that of my hop r'j njid cnrrinpo, h<* ront off in rcnrch of 
them, nud in nhout nn hour 1 had th<* jdon.'surc to rot'. HofTcr- 
nnn with my fnvourito horws hnth havinp t‘<;ca]>rd without- 
Fcrioiis injury. I'or my.*:<df, I wnn mijcrnhlj* hruipod, yet-, 
nil rirrumetnucoM ron*idtTi-d, «*':pnjK*d wondorfully. The 
pn-nlof;!. injury my friond HffTomnn nttst.'iincd wns nlnrm 
from the fir.*-! pitrh wi> hnd into the hole, from wliich he 
Imd no other hurt- than n idipht- nprain of one ankle. Ho, 
however, deelnn-d that, in futUR* he would cnutiotjsly avoid 
puttinp hiniFclf under chnrpe of ii drunken pilot.. My 
phne.ton nnd the luur.e.s’ hanwFa were totally demolished. 

Soon nfl<’r my R-turn from the oxcunsion with Mr. Morse 
I wns invited to n splendid hall piven by Lady linpcj', nt. 
whieh nil the fnshionnhle people of the iSottlcment. were 
prc.sent. At. sujrper I wns nt the same table with Mr. 
Justice Hyde and n group of fine dnshing Inds, who, not 
supposing their ohscrvntions were ovprlienrd b}’ the Judge, 
nmused themselves in commenting upon hi.s qui/.r.icnl drc.ss, 
itc. At Inst one of them remarked what n glorious appetite 
he hnd nud wliat n quantity he nte, finishing his speech by 
snj-ing, “ I)nmn me if I don’t believe ho loves the brcn.st of 
turkey much better thnn ho does his wife,” whereupon, to 
his utter confusion, Mr. I lydc, though without taking Ins eyes 
from the plate before him or ceasing to cat, drily said, 
“ No, I don’t., young man, you are mistaken 1 ” Tlio youth 
bouneed up from his seat., making a precipitate- rct.rcat. 

I generally went once a week t.o very pleasant musical 
jiarties at, Mr. Hyde’s, his lady being much nttaohed to 
music, ])la 3 ’ing admirably herself and possessing an un- 
common fine voice. 
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A VAIK COiGIODOEE A2vD A2s EJTTEEPEISING PEINTEE 

AT the time of mj arrival ia Bengal an expedition "vras 
fitting ont-, as iras Enpp<xed, to go against the French 
Settlement of Pondichenv, and as Sir Ed^vard Vemon, the 
British Admiral, had not a fleet snficient to encoimter that 
of ilonsienr Tron JoKe, the French Commander, he had 
applied to the Government of India to suppljr a reinforce- 
ment of ships and men, in consequence of vrhich the Grover- 
nor-General directed the Besoliiiicm and CharlotUt 

two veiv fine merchant vessels, to be engaged and eqnipped 
as vessels of var, and to be sent to the support of the 
Admiral at 3Iadras. The com m and of these ships -was given 
to 3Ir. Joseph Price, a gentleman ■who had formerly been 
in the sea serrice, bnt had quitted it and mads a large 
fortune as a merchant, having always been patronised by 
31j. Hastings. He had the title of Commodore given him, 
hoisting a broad pennant on board the Sesolitiion and 
having a Captain on hoard under him. 

3Ir- Hastings, who had long been deskcms of establisbmg 
a permanent marine in Calcutta upon a similar footing -Hiith 
that of Bombay, availed himself of Sir Edward Temon’s 
call for aid to set it on foot. He therefore proposed the 
measure in Council as likely to be most beneficial to the 
Company and to Greet- Britain, as thereby a force would 
always be at hand to scour the Bay of Bengal and rid the 
Indian seas of all French privateers, some of whom had com- 
mitted dreadful depredations upon our country trade. The 
proposition being immediately sanctioned by the Council, 
waa carried into efiect. The Briiannia, one of the Com- 
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pany’s own ships, with two others of nearly the same 
burthen an^ a small schooner, called the Nancy, were fitted 
out as ships of war, a Mr. Richardson, also a prot4g4 of 
Mr. Hastings, and who was then Sheriff of Calcutta, being 
appointed Commodore. Mr. Richardson was a Lieutenant 
in the Royal Navy, but had been many years in India and 
acquired a handsome independence. 

This squadron was preparing at the same time with that 
going to assist the Admiral, and upon the Britannia being 
put into commission, Mr. Richardson hoisted a broad 
pennant, upon which Price sent a boat on board with orders 
that it should be struck, he being Commodore at Calcutta 
and two pennants could not fiy in the same port. Richard- 
son answered he had a superior right to carry a broad 
pennant, being at the head of the Benghl Marine, whereas 
Price was merely engaged on a temporary service and had 
no claim whatever to a distinguishing flag. The dispute 
became so high between the rival Commodores, each 
threatening to fire into the other, that it reached the ears 
of the Governor-General, who forthwith ordered them 
both to appear before him, when he expressed his displeasure 
at their mutual folly and imprudence, and after the most 
severe reprimand dismissed them with a caution to take 
care what they were about, for that if they, like children, 
were disposed to quarrel for their playthings, the toys 
should be taken from both. This rebuke had its due effect, 
and the two broad pennants flew xmmolested. The lesson, 
however, was in a degree lost upon Richardson, who, 
previous to going with his squadron to sea, avowed his 
determination to enforce the pa3nnent of all due respect to 
his flag, and that he would compel every Company’s ship 
that he fell in with to strike their pennants while he con- 
tinued in sight. He also said that being aware of the inso- 
lence of Captains of East Indiamen he should be the more 
tenacious respecting them. 

The command of the Nancy schooner was given to my 
Irish friend, Heffernan, who, having been brought up in 
the British Navy, was considered an expert seaman. This 
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little vessel was to be dispatched as an avant courier to the 
coast of Coromandel to communicate to the British Admiral 
the accession of strength he was soon to have. Previous to 
Captain Heffeman’s departure ho waited upon Richardson 
for final instructions, when the Commodore in the most 
peremptory language insisted upon his requiring the same 
respect from the Company’s ship that a man-of-war would 
exact. “ And pray, sir,” asked Hefiernan, “ how am I to 
act in case of refusal ? ” “ Enforce it,” answered the 

Commodore. “ How, sir, pray, considering the size of my 
vessel ? ” “ Zounds, sir,” furiously retorted Richardson, 

fire into the vessel that dares persist in refusing to pay 
the required compliment. I have taken care, sir, to arm 
myself with authority to justify the orders I give you, 
and have the power of inflicting death by court martial,” 
a power Mr. Hastings had most incautiously and incon- 
siderately given him, and which had he ever acted upon 
would have laid him open to be charged with murder! 
Fortunately, no instance occurred to bring the question into 
agitation. Captain Hefiernan having had audience 
of leave departed. 

About the middle of April, 1778, Commodore Price and 
his squadron sailed for Madras, and proved of important 
service to the Admiral. Soon after the departure of the 
Resohition and Royal Charlotte, Commodore Richardson 
gave a splendid fete on board the Britannia to the whole 
gentry of Calcutta. The ship was fitted up for the occasion 
with the greatest taste, no expence being spared. The sole 
error committed was not having a fixed accommodation 
ladder, from the want of which the ladies wore obliged to 
bo hoisted in by the common coarse method of . a chair. 
There was in Calcutta at that time a Mrs. Wood, wife to a 
gentleman of rank in the Company’s service. This good 
lady was of a most unwieldy form, her size being immense. 
Being one of the guests invited, upon coming alongside the 
Britannia she was placed in the chair, and the four men 
stationed at the halliards directed to hoist away. They 
accordingly started, hut making no progress ima^ned the 
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wliich being finiBhed the lively girls resumed the sprightly 
dance, continuing thereat until six in the morning, when 
quite exhausted they were obliged to give over, and all 
departed for their rcspectivo homes much gratified with 
the entertainment. 

Captain Heffornan having sailed from Calcutta, in four 
and twenty hours afterwards reached Culpeo, where the 
East Indiamen of the season lay moored. Upon approach- 
ing the first bo hailed, desiring they would strike their 
pennant. The commanding ofiicor on board, who happened 
to bo an intimate acquaintance of Hcffoman’s and know the 
vessel, asked why ho was to lower his pennant, to which 
Heffornan replied, *‘In oomplimont to one of the Bengal 
Marino.” “Very well, Dickey,” said the officer, “bring 
your man-of-war alongside and I’ll hoist her in, and bear 
a hand as the soup is just coming aft.” Heffornan brought 
the Nancy to an anchor, wont to dine with his friend, and 
over a cheerful glass commented upon the vanity and folly 
of Commodore Richardson. This unfortunate Nancy upon 
the doing away of the Bengal marine scheme by orders for 
that purpose from the Court of Directors was sent from 
Bombay to Europe as a packet, under the command of 
Captain Haldane, whom the public prints too truly termed 
“ the child of misfortune,” ho having been once cast away 
when mate of an Indiaman, losing everything ho possessed. 
Ho afterwards got the command of the Fairford, a noble 
vessel of the Company’s wluch upon her first voyage was 
destroyed by fire in the harbour of Bombay, ho again losing 
all but life. Mr. Hornby, the Governor at the time, feeling 
for the heavy loss Captain Haldane thus sustained, with 
the humane intention of assisting him, fitted out the Nancy 
as a packet, giving him the command and also lending him 
a considerable sum of money to purchase an investment. 

Captain Haldane had taken out in the Fairford the famous 
actress, Mrs. Cargill, wlio was greatly attached to him, so 
much so ns to relinquish the stage on which she had attained 
much celebrity, to follow his fortunes. This beautiful and 
accomplished woman embarked with him in the Nancy for 
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England. Afl<'r n roinnr];ablp finr pnpcnpo. ihoy roacliod 
the Brilinh pomuHngs, n fromendotw lempe.et arore. 

It being in the deptli of winter, and they being (na won sup- 
poPcd) nn-Mohen in their n'ekoning, ran njihore upon tlio 
rooki’ off the Ipland.*! of Srilly, wliero every ponl on board 
porifhed. The corpse of Mrs. Cargill, with a child clasped in 
her nrnip, wna wn-^^hed on phoro upon one of the Iplnnd.s 
wherv both were bnried. 

Admiral Sir Edward Vernon, in conpcqncncc of hi.*? great, 
want of phip.s to act ns tran.spnrfa and victnallcrp, had in 
177S detained at Madras two East Indiamen, the Nassau, 
Captain Gore, and (he Southampton, Captain I>enox, which 
continued to act with (he King’s sliips during the entire 
siege of Pondicherry. Upon (he purrender of (hat fortrc.sa, 
the Admiral dipuii.sscd (hem with many compliments in hia 
public orders for their 7.eal and activity whilst acting with 
his fleet. He al.^o authorized (hem to carr}' the King’s 
pennant untibthey arrived at their moorings in the Bengal 
River. Tlio Nassau whilst on her pns.sngc from Madras to 
Bengal fell in with Commodoro Richardson and his squadron. 
The Commodoro ranged up alongside the Nassau, hailed and 
desired his pennant might be struck. Upon which Captain 
Gore, with much violence, answered that, having a greater 
right to carry one than he (Richardson) liad, ho deemed 
it the height of impcrlinenco to presume to give “an order 
for its being lowered. To this tho haughty Commodoro 
replied, if it w’n.s not instantly struck ho would firo into tho 
sliip. “ Will you, by God 7 then do so n.s soon ns you please, 
I am ready for 3'ou,” at tho samo timo ordering tho boat- 
swain to pipo all hands to quarters. In an instant tho ports 
fore and aft woro up, guns run out, and matches lighted. 
Tho Commodoro, surprized at tho promptness with which 
tho Nassau appeared in a stato of formidable lesistanco, 
cooled upon it and mildly said, “Why are you so hasty, 
Sir ? ” to which Goro answered, “ Because your extraordinary 
and unjustifiablo conduct makes it necessary.” “ Will you 
send a boat on board with an ofBcor 7 " demandcd'Richard- 
Bon. “ No," gruffly answ’crcd Goro. " My boats arc all 
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caulldng,” said tho Commodore, “and having information of 
importance to coramunicato I request you nill send a boat.” 
“Being civilly asked for I have no objection,” said Gore, and 
ho immediately dispatched his j^awl with tho third mate. 
Tho information alluded to being given in writing, tho boat 
retmned, and tho ships jiartcd Avithout further intercourse. 

My Irish friend Heffernan was fori.unato onougli Avhilo 
in the command of tho Nancy to jnalcc some rich prizes by 
winch ho gained suflicient fortune to induce him to resign 
his situation and return to Europe, whci'o, in tho year 1781, 
ho married a very beautiful 3 ’'oung woman and lived happily 
for several j'cars, when he departed this life. 

On tho 10th of May, 1778, I Avont into my new liousc, 
which belonged to Thomas Motto, Esq., then a respectable, 
and considered a very opulent, man. On the 1st of Juno 
folloAving I invited a large party to dinner. Among tho 
guests was mjf said landlord, Mr. Motto, AA-hom I found a 
pleasant, Avcll-informcd man, also Mr. Shore (now Lord 
Tcignmouth), Mr. Purling, Mr. Montgomery, and his brother, 
who commanded tho BcshorovgJt, Indiaman, Mr. Kncller, 
Colonel Watson, Major Jlcstaj^er, and some other of ray 
Seahorse companions. I had likewise Captain .John Durand, 
AA'ith whom I lind been at school at Streatham. Although 
not then quite tAventy-one j'cars of ago ho had tho command 
of tho Northinylon, one of the ('ompany’s shijjs. .Ho aa'os 
tho eldest son of the infamous scoundrcl I liaA'c almady 
mentioned in oonnection Avil-h his treatment of the AA'orthy 
Captain Waddell, of the Plasscy, 

The morning had been A'ory threatening, it blowing hard. 
By tho time aa-c sat doAA'n at table it increa.sed t.o a violent 
gale AA'ith inccs.sant heavy rain ; so heaAy it poured doAA’ii 
that not one of mj' party cliose to cncomitcr it, and aa’o 
therefore continued drinking until morning. Some of my 
gue.sts being then convinced it aa'us tho setting in of tho ruins 
and might not cea.se for day.s, in spite of its fury set out for 
their oAA*n hou.'se.s, but thret* remained AA'ith mo until tho 
morning of tlie -Ith, when it smldenly cleared iij), leaving 
the toAvn completely deluged. 
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At that period the King’s birthday was celebrated with 
much pomp, the Governor-General always giving a dinner 
to the gentlemen of the Settlement, and a ball and supper 
to the ladies at night, at wdiich entertainments everybody, 
malgre the extreme heat, appeared in full dress, with bags 
and swords. I made up for the occasion a coat of pea* 
green, lined with white silk and. richly ornamented \vdth a 
spangled and foiled lace, w'aistcoat and breeches decorated 
in like manner being also of w'hile silk. All the company 
appearing in splendid apparel made a very handsome show. 
The Governor-General presided at the dinner-table. Upon 
the cloth being removed, he gave as first toast. The King ; 
then. The Queen and Royal Family ; The East India Com- 
pany ; The Army and Navy ; The Commander-in-Chief ; 
Success to the British arms in India — each toast being fol- 
lowed by a salute of twenty-one guns, from cannon dra^vn 
up for the purpose in front of the Court House. 

I had only been a few days in Calcutta when I received 
a letter from a Mr. James Augustus Hicky, then a prisoner 
for debt in the common jail, requesting I would have the 
goodness to call upon him. I did so and found a most 
eccentric creature apparently possessed of considerable 
natural talents, but entirely uncultivated. Never before 
had I beheld a mortal who so completely came up to what 
I had often heard described as “ a wild Irishman ! ” He 
related a lamentable talc of the unmerited cruelty with 
w'hich he had been persecuted by a few malignant Bengalis, 
who had kept him locked up in prison upwards of two years 
upon false debts, which, although supported by the oaths 
of different plaintiffs, W'cre founded only in perjury. During 
several visits I made him on different days he showed me 
many written documents strongly corroborative of what 
he asserted. I therefore determined to give him all the aid 
in my power. 

Upon enquiring particularly into the character and con- 
duct of my namesake, I learnt that he was extremely vio- 
lent, yielding so much to sudden gusts of passion and so 
grossly abusing whoever acted for him that at length not a 
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profeseional man could be found to act for him, and he 
actually remained a prisoner from there not being an 
Attorney who would have anything to say to him. I early 
saw that this account was not an exaggerated one, yet I 
could not help feeling for the unfortunate man. After re- 
quiring from him the most sacred promise that if I became 
his Attorney he would leave the conduct of his business 
entirely to me and not, as I understood had thentofore been 
the case, bounce up in Court every five minutes to complain 
of his lawyers to the Judges, I would do all I could to assist 
him. Such promise being readily given, I read the papers 
in each of his causes. 

After making myself master of the leading facts, I applied 
to, and prevailed upon, my friends, Tilghman and Morse, 
to bo Hicky’s Counsel. As we ail thought it right he should 
be present at the trial of his causes, I applied for a writ of 
Habeas Corpus for that purpose. Upon the first trial, 
Mr. Tilghman having a mtness under cross-examination, 
Hicky suddenly started from his seat like a maniac, swearing 
bo (Tilghman) did not know how to probe the conscience 
of a rascally native of Bengal and ho would question him 
himself. Mr. Tilghman instantly, with great indignation, 
throw up his brief, accusing me with breach of my word, 
inasmuch as I had ventured to say I could be answerable for 
the propriety of my client. 

Enraged at Hicky’s behaviour, 1 told him ho was a lying 
vagabond scoundrel, who ought, and should for mo, rot in 
jail. The poor devil burst into a violent flood of tears, 
threw himself upon his knees, entreating the Judges to plead 
for him uith me, and that if I would forgive him and con- 
tinue to manage his business ho would leave the Court and 
in future bo guided solely by mo. The Chief Justice hu- 
manely desired I would comply, and I did so, prevailing 
also upon Mr. Tilghman to resume his brief. In this case wo 
succeeded in getting a judgment for the defendant, whereby 
a pretended debt of twenty thousand rupees for which ho had 
been arrested was completely done away, the Court express- 
ing a wish that the plaintiff should be indicted for perjury. 
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wi* nlpo f5i)C(rrp(h-cl, nnd hy tin* ond of the term I got rid of 
nil hL« tx'guL'h plnintiffu nnd procuifd his lilK'rntion, for 
which he wa>; mo-.t truly protz-ftil. 

At the time' I fin-t i nw Hicky he hnd hcen nbout seven 
years in India. During hi.s confinement he met with n 
treatise upon printing, from which lie collected sufficient 
information to commence printer, there never liaving 
been n pr^^.'^r^ in Calcutta. By indefatigable nttention and 
unremitting labour he succeeded in cutting n rough set of 
lj*pcs which answered verai* well for hniuMiills and common 
advertisements, nnd n.s he could afford to work cheap he 
met u-illi considemhle encoumgoment. Hadng Bcrnpcd 
together b}* this moans a few hundred rupees ho sent to 
England for a regular nnd propiT set of malcrialfl for print- 
ing. Resolving also to have two strings to his bow, he at 
the same time gave orders for a quantity of medicine, ns he 
proposed to cxorci-ce the business of physician, surgeon, nnd 
apothecary, iw well ns that of printer. 

Whilst patientl}' waiting the arrival of theso articles, it 
occurred to Hickj' (hat great benefit might arise from setting 
on foot a public newspaper, notliing of that kind over having 
appeared. Upon Ids tjqic.s, &c., therefore reaching him, he 
issued proposals for printing a weekly paper, wliich, meeting 
with extraordinary encouragement, ho speedily issued hia 
first w’orlc. As a novelty cvciy person read it, and w'ns de- 
lighted. Pos.scs8ing a fund of low wit, his paper abounded with 
proof of that talent. He bad also a happy knack at appl 3 ing 
appropriate nicknames and relating satirical anecdotes. 

Tlicro was at that lime in the Settlement a gentleman 
named Tiretta, of considerable eminence as an architect. 
By birth he was an Italian, but had passed the early part 
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of Ilia life in Franco and Germany. Notwithstanding ho had 
resided twenty years in a British Settlement, he liad made 
no great proficiency in the English language, nor, in fact, 
did ho shine in any other, it being porfcetly ridiculous to 
hear the strange milangc he made when speaking, especially 
if ruffled, as was often the cose, upon which occasions what 
he uttered was a compound of English, French, Portuguese, 
and Hindustani, interlarded with the most uncouth and 
mire oaths in each language. His figure was uncommonly 
good, and ho was fond of exhibiting it in a minuet, his 
address and manners elegant, with an animated countenance 
and handsome in spite of an enormous nose. 

The heat in Bengal in the month of Juno is extreme, 
notwithstanding wliich Mr. Tiretta always appeared on the 
4th, being the King’s birthday, at the ball given by the 
Governor, in a full-trimmed suit of rich velvet. Hicky, in 
giving an account of this entertainment in his newspaper, 
and the guests that wore present, says of Tiretta, “ Nosey 
Jargon danced his annual minuets, seasonably dressed in 
a full suit of crimson velvet 1 ” The title of “ Nosey J argon ” 
from thenceforward stuck to Mr. Tiretta. 

The emolument arising from Hicky’s newspaper became 
immense, and with common prudence he would have made 
a large fortune, but suffering it to become the channel of 
personal invective and the most scurrilous abuse of in- 
dividuals of all ranks, high and low, rich and poor, many 
wore attacked in the most wanton and cruel manner. The 
consequence was that several prosecutions were instituted 
against Hicky as the printer and publisher of the paper 
in which these libels were. His utter ruin was the conso- 
,quonco. 

During the hot months, and the rainy season, I made 
frequent visits to my shipmate. Major Mestayer, who com- 
mandfvl at Budge Budge, a fort about twenty miles below 
Caleufta, delightfully situated on the bank of the river. 

Notwithstanding I lived much in the best society, passing 
fverj' (rvening in y)arties, my mornings wore dedicated to 
liard work at my desk, from wliieli cash accumulated rapidly. 
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civil cases to act also as Jurors. He insisted that was con- 
trary to the Constitution, and he would oppose it to his 
latest breath. Colonel Watson, finding him thus obstinate, 
requested I would point out the requisite steps to he taken. 
I accordin^y did direct him how to enter an appearance 
with the Prothonotary and to obtain a copy of the plaint 
or declaration. I also drew a plea of the general issue, not 
guilty, substituting instead of the customary conclusion, 
“ And of this he puts himself upon ihe Court,” “ And of this 
he puts himself upon the Country” 

doing this I informed Cres^ that unless the plaintiS’s 
Attorney was an egregious blockhead it could answer no 
purpose, for that the process so worded must be considered 
as no plea, and the cause would be set down ex parte. Cressy 
still persevered, and the plaintiff’s Attorney neglecting to 
avail himself of the advantage he might have taken, filed 
a demurrer to the plea, which in due course being set down 
for hearing, Cressy determined to argue it in person. 

A day being appointed for the argument of the demurrer, 
the Court by eight o’clock in the morning was crowded by 
the British inhabitants of Calcutta, both civil and military, 
but the Chief Justice being indisposed could not attend. 
The discussion was therefore postponed. This happened 
in the middle of the Mohammedan festival of the Mohurrem, 
during which the lower orders of Mussulman by swallowing 
large quantities of an intoxicating drug called Bang, work 
themselves up to a state of absolute madness and commit 
great excess. Their zeal was increased that year by the 
Nabob Sydaat .Ali being in Calcutta. 

Soon after Sir Robert Chambers and Mr. Justice Hyde 
had taken their seats upon the Bench and the common 
routine of business was entered upon, a prodigious mob 
assembled directly under the windows, when the beating of 
tom-toms (a small sort of drum in use all over Hindustan) 
and the shrill squeaking of their trumpets made such a 
horrible din, the Counsellors could not possibly make them- 
selves heard bv' the Judges. Sir Robert therefore directed 
the constables in attendance to go down and disperse the 
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people. In n few miniitofl one of these consfnblcs, whoso 
name wns Roop, nn old German, ran into Court in great 
agitation, without his wig, crying out that ho had boon 
violently assailed bj’ the mob, who hod sovoroly beaten him, 
carried off his hat and m‘g, end upon his showing his staff 
of office, requiring peace in His Majest 5’’6 name, two English 
sailors who n*crc amongst the crowd, seized his said staff, 
and carried it off in triumph. 

The tumult, insfond of subsiding, seeming greatly to 
increase, the Under Sheriff was ordered to interfere and do 
his duty by forthwith dispersing the mob, which by that 
time had increased to several thousands, shoning strong 
symptoms of riot. The moment Mr. Harry Stark (the 
Under Sheriff) made bis appearance in the street the leaders 
of the band seized him, broke his wand, and were carrying 
him bodily away, when ho was rescued by some of the 
Nabob’s servants who happened to know him, but for which 
ho would probably have been murdered. The mob then 
attacked and maltreated the bearers and Hircarrahs that 
were in attendance waiting for their masters, demolishing 
every palankeen they could lay hands on. Another party 
ossailcd the Court House, discharging showers of brick- 
bats through the vnndows, which were soon demolished, the 
bricks flying through the Court-room in all directions, for 
unluckily there was abundant ammunition from a part of 
the building being under repair. 

In about half an hour after the first grand attack bad been 
thus made, an alarm tyos given that the mob, armed with 
tulwars (scimitars), had forced tho sontrics and were in a 
vast body rushing up the principal staircase. A general 
panic prevailed, the spectators running in all directions to 
seek shelter. I was one who wont mth tho stream, seeking 
safety at tho top of tho Court-house, where was also Mr. 
William Chambers, brother to Sir Robert, a gentleman well 
acquainted with tho dispositions of tho natives, and who 
seemed particularly uneasy at tho situation we were in, 
declaring our lives were in imminent danger and that most 
likely every European would bo put to death. 



180 MEMOIRS OF WILLIAM HICPOSY 

I own I felt considerable alarm at finding matters becom- 
ing BO vscrions, but the champion for the privilege of a Briton 
(Cressy), upon hearing Mr. Chambcra’s speech, very 
spiritedly said, “ If such be the case let us act like English- 
men and not run from a parcel of vagabond Indians. Let 
us resolutely face them and at least sell our lives dearly,” 
at the same time seki^ig a pike from the hands of one of 
the SherifT's peons, who happened to stand near him. Ho 
continued, “ Noav, let all who feel like mo follow my ex- 
ample,” and he boldly de-scended the staircase, followed by 
many who were encouraged by his behaviour. 

The event justified Cress j ’s spirit ; the mob instantly re- 
treated, and a party of Invalids from the old fort arriving 
at that critical moment, the rioter.s went off after letting fly 
one terrible shower of bricks. Major Sturgeon, which was 
literally the name of the officer who commanded the In- 
valids, receiving a blow on his head which sot the blood 
streaming down his face, in which condition ho entered the 
Court, dc.>!iring the Judge to rest assured that he and his 
brave fellows w’ould shed the last drop of their blood in 
defence of their Lordships ! This part of the scene was 
most truly ridiculous, the more so from there being present 
nearly an hundred officers, all with their swords on, who 
had been drawn to the Court House in the hopes of enter- 
tainment from hearing Cressy abuse the Judges, but who 
seemed quite moon.'.truck when the riot commenced and 
more frightened than any other of the spectators ! The 
mol), although they left the front of the Court House, still 
.‘■eemed disj)osed to mischief until a large body of Europeans 
marching from Fort William effectually dispersed them. 

In this attack I was one amongst many other .sufferers, 
having a palarikcfn which cost me three hundred riipces 
totally dfinoii.she*!. The infuriated Mussuhnen also broke 
clown several of th'* gates to the entrance of a range called 
the Writers’ Buildings, demf»li.shing the windows, lamps, 
and cvcr\'fliirig (liat tMinc within their power, pelting and' 
beating every European they met with. 

So r.ncomaion and e.\lruordiuriry a breach of the peace 
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occurring in the BritiMij capital of India, and upon tho Court 
itself, occasioned uiiivoraal nstonishincnt all over tho 
provinces. A common opinion prevailed that Sydaat Ali 
had encouraged and promoted* the riot with a view to a 
general massacre of the Europeans, which, coming to the 
Nabob’s knowledge, he instantly published and distributed 
tluroughout Calcutta a strong and energetic disclaimer of 
his being directly or indircctl 3 ' privy to tho intentions of tho 
mob or having anjihing to do Avith them. On tho contrary, 
that himself and all his attendants had done their utmost 
to paeifj* the rioters and to quell the disturbance. He con- 
cluded a well-drawn address by offering a reward of five 
thousand rupees to any jierson or persons who would dis- 
cover the principals, or any of those who had cither directly 
or indirectly promoted or encouraged tho riot. 

In consequence of this outrageous tumult. Government 
issued an order that thenceforward no religious processions 
should be allowed to pass through tho town of Calcutta 
during the celebration of tho Mohurrem, which order has 
from that time been strictlj* adhered to. 

Crc.s.sy’s demurrer coming on for argument in a few days 
after the above extraordinary occiu’rcnce, the Court-room 
was once more crowded Arith auditors at an early hour. Tho 
business being called on, Cressy acquitted liimself better 
than I thought possible, but in giving judgment tho Chief 
Justice remarked that “ although tho i>laintiff’s Attorney 
inadvertently demurred to tho plea, instead of setting doAvn 
the cause ex parte, as he should have done, still the Judges 
upon reading the record ought to have rectified that inad- 
vertency, and not have heard a syllable upon the occasion.” 
He added that he should give a judgment for the plaintiff 
Avith four hundred sicca rupees damages and costs 1 

Tho other action against Cressy was not tried, his Counsel 
advising him to let a judgment go for the same damages 
dS in the one determined, reserving a right of aijpeal. The 
agitation of tliis question created a great interest not only 
in Bengal, but .ill over the Company’s provinces, Cressy 
receiving the most fiattering and complimentary addresses 
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from every direction as the staunch supporter of the rights 
and privileges of Englishmen. He was pronounced the 
Wilkes of India ! A subscription was instantly set on foot 
by which a large sum was raised and presented to him, to 
reimburse him the expense and trouble he had been put to. 

Colonel Watson was extremely desirous of appealing from 
the judgment of the Court, a measure I could not sanction, 
because I saw no chance of success. 1 therefore said as 
much to the gentlemen of the committee, but recommended 
their being governed, not by what I said, but by the opinions 
of the Counsel concerned in the cause. To this they acceded. 
I therefore drew a case, stating every circumstance candidly 
and fairly, of which Colonel Watson approved. One copy 
was submitted to Mr. Newman, another to Mr. Lawrence, 
and a third to Mr. Tilghman, who all in the most 
decided language said no appeal could possibly succeed 
under such circumstances, nor did they believe a lawyer 
could be found who would affix his name to a petition of 
appeal in such a case. Colonel Watson, notwithstanding 
this opinion, resolved that the matter should not drop. He 
therefore got together a few loading men, to whom ho pro- 
posed calling a meeting of the British inhabitants of Calcutta 
to deliberate on the steps most proper to be taken in order 
to bring the question before the legislature of Great Britain. 
A summons was issued, and in January, 1779, a very 
numerous assembly met at the theatre, at which a petition 
to Parliament was unanimously voted, praying a repeal of 
the Act under which the Court was constituted, and that 
British subjects might in India, as they were in all other 
parts of His Majesty’s dominions, bo allowed a trial by 
jury’! 

A committee was chosen to prepare this petition, and to 
do all that was requisite to promote the success of the same. 
This committee consisted of Colonel Pearso, Colonel Watson, 
Mr. John Shore (now Lord Teignmouth), Messrs. John Petrie, 
Alexander Iligginson, Henry CottcrcU, John Evcling, 
Charlt^j I'nrling. Francis Gladwin, and Giles Rooko, all men 
of con'<i<l' rablc talents, who paid the utmost attention to 
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tlio causo pinccd under their management. They met four 
times a week. In the progress of their task they found it 
necessary to apply to the prothonotary and other officers of 
the Court for copies of certain documents. These officers, 
feeling some doubt as to the propriety of giving the papers 
demanded, submitted the matter to the Chief Justice, who 
instantly prohibited any copies of the records of the Court 
being furnished to any persons except those properly 
authorized to ask them. They were consequently refused. 

Colonel Watson, at the next meeting of the committee, 
after commenting upon the arbitrary and unconstitutional 
conduct of the judges, was pleased to pay me some high 
compliments for my honourable and independent behaviour 
upon all occasions, finishing his encomiums by recommend- 
ing that I should be employed as the attorney of the com- 
mittee. This proposal being carried without a dissenting, 
voice, the secretary apprized mo thereof by letter, and from 
that time I constantly received official notice of the meetings 
and attended them. 

For my success in obtaining the required copies of docu- 
ments I gained great credit with the committee, who had 
altogether despaired of obtaining what they wanted, and 
without some of the papers they could scarcely have accom- 
plished their purpose. One of the members proposed that 
I, who had in several instances shown my zeal and anxiety 
for the success of the business they were engaged upon, 
should be sent to Europe as the agent for the petitioners. 
The motion was, however, deemed premature. 

This it was that first led me to turn my thoughts towards 
my old companions in London, and made me desirous of re- 
visiting them. I immediately began to calculate what my 
outstanding debts would amount to, also the probable 
emoluments arising from the business then going on in my 
office. Upon a rough sketch I found the sum-total at the 
lowest estimate would be between three and four thousand 
pounds. I did not, however, for some time afterwards 
throw out the slightest hint to anyone that I intended 
leaving India, but continued to labour assiduously at my 
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profession and to assist the furtherance of the petition, 
whereby, although I gained popularity, I at the same time 
incurred the heavy displeasure of the judges, especially Sir 
Elijah Iinpcy, who, when we met in society, ceased to speak 
or to take any sort of notice of me. Sir Robert Chambers 
and Mr, Hyde were less illiberal, behaving to mo in public 
as usual. Sir Robert being near me one night at supper 
observed he was sorry to find I had turned a truilor, the more 
so as he was convinced I was acting contrary to my own 
interest, which undoubtedly proved to bo the ease. 

Early in February, 1779, the committee had prepared 
the petition to II is Majesty and to the Parliament of Croat 
Britain, praying that the Act under which the Supremo 
Court was established might be amended, especially by 
granting His Majesty’s subjects resident within the provinces 
of Bengal, Bclmr, and Orissa, their right of trial by jury in 
all cases, civil as well as criminal. A meeting of the British 
inhabitants was then convened to hear this petition read, 
which was unanimously approved and pronounced an 
eloquent and masterly performance. Of this document 
I should hero have introduced a copy had I not lost the only 
one I had in a tremendous storm in the year 1782 (of which 
more hereafter). A further large sum was next raised by 
.subscription to defray the expenses of carrying the object 
into effect, and now I first communicated to my friend, 
Cohmcl Watson, my wash to go to Europe for a couple of 
years and to be the bearer of the petition, &c. He gave the 
most decided opinion against my tiaking what ho called so 
incon.^iidcrate and imprudent a step, observing that I was 
in the fair and high road to fortune, universally rc.spccU‘d, 
living in the first .society ; in short., “ with the ball at my 
font,'' to rcliuqui.sh v/hich unnecessarily ecemed to him to 
b<‘ ab.-olute insajiity. Not with.st ending I felt the truth and 
full force of the Coloners remarks, yet the idea of revisiting 
old haunts having once got into my giddy brain I had 
n»-ithi*r prudence nor fortitude enough to resist, 

('oloiu-l Watson, finding me obstinately regardlc.s.®. of what 
h'- and all my real friends urged, and that nothing could dU- 
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Bundc me from the voyage, he most kindly endeavoured to 
render the trip ns beneficial to me ns possible. He, at the 
next meeting of the committee, mentioned my sudden 
determination to leave India, and proposed that the petition 
should bo delivered into my charge to convey it to Europe, 
that my cxpenccs should be paid, and a ftirllicr sum of two 
hundred pounds be allowed me annually for two years after 
my arrival in London. All which was agreed to liy the 
committee, cvciy' member expressing himFolf happy at 
having an opportunity to complj* with my wishes, though 
they lamented my thu.s early leaving Bengal. At a subse- 
quent meeting it was resolved that the allowance should bo 
increa.scd to four, instead of two hundred pounds, and that I 
should be fully reimbursed the cxpenccs of my voyage home. 

In March, 1779, 1 applied to Captain Arthur Gore, of the 
Nassau, for accommodation in his ship, which, together with 
the Southampton, Captain Leno.x, was shortly to sail. 
These two ships, as 1 have already observed, had been 
assisting in Sir Edward Vernon’s fleet for upwards of a 
twelvemonth. Captain Gore told mo the whole of his round- 
house and great cabin were already disposed of, but that I 
might have a spacious cabin on the larboard side of the 
cuddy for five thousand sicca rupees. I therefore closed the 
business at once by consenting to take that accommodation 
upon the terms proposed. Mentioning this to Colonel Wat- 
son, he said he w'ould make the committee forthwith advance 
me ten thousand rupees to pay Gore and' other port charges 
during my voyage, but I said I had already more cash than 
was necessary for those purposes, and should prefer receiving 
the whole amount in England. The Colonel still urging mo 
to take a part at least, I drew upon the committee for the 
sum I was to pay Captain Gore, and lucky would it have been 
for me had I taken all that was offered. 

The time of my departure fast approaching, I desired my 
Banyan Durgachuru Muckerjee to prepare bis accounts for 
settlement, which he promised but neglected to perform. 
My debts were soon ascertained, I having made it a rule to 
pay everything I owed at the end of each month, except my 
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Mnjor WrMv-r hnvinp Cnptrtin Hrntloy to join fho 

dininp pirly nt hi>. hour./', (ho honx wiw to Ik> (lioro carried 
into ffTf-r{. Lt'inp n.»c'-fmh)ed on (lie IStli, vre nt one o’clock 
rn( down (o dinner. In (he middle of (ho meal n gontlo- 
mn!j r-MTie in, wlio fihnr»;;t immediately told ns a mclan* 
clmly event had orennx'd in the wreck of (he H'flrren Jltut- 
])ilot rchooner, which, in going to Kedgeree, had etruck 
tipnn rv rand, inntnntly ovenct, and wna totally lost, every 
f otd on l»oard jvri«hing, (hat in an hour not n vestige of her 
remained, and that (he lo's was the more pcrious from her 
having (he packets for the two Indinmon on hoard. 

Captain Lent ley upon hearing this turned extremely pale, 
and with (ht! utmost agitation raid his money was onboard 
her. Captain Core remarked that it wn.s unluck3', but that 
he could not he n material imflerer, ns no douht the property 
w.-is insured, to which Betttley in an agony replied, ** Oh, no, 
sir, not a nijK-e of it. I am undone, niittcd, undono for 
ever,” and he hurst, into (ears. Mnjor Wublx'r, who was n 
humane and Ix-nevolent man, was distressed boyond 
measure whett he raw (he rerious effect of his joke, and in- 
stantly raid he had no doubt but (hat the boxes of rupees 
would be n-coverx'd and ho would directly rend a man on 
horseback to Calcutta to ascertain the particulars. 

IJenlley continuing in a rtnto of torpid despair, tho 
Mnjor in n few minutes left (ho room, and rotuming im- 
mcdintelj' raid a messenger had arrived to say tho account 
of the loss of the vc,ssel was a mistake, it being a pariah sloop 
in company to which tho accident had happened. Captain 
Bcntloj’ was then congratulated, but tho fright had deprived 
him of tho littlo scn.so ho posses.scd and lio could not rally, 
sitting weeping like a child. When Major Webber men- 
tioned the joke, ns ho called it, to mo, I expressed my dis- 
approbation at it, os being of too sorious a nature and likoly 
to produce ill-conscqucnccs. Tho Major thoroupon seomed 
disposed to give it up but was persuaded not by Captain 
Goro. 



CHAPTER XV 


ON THE WAY HOME AGAIN 

U PON rising to go on board our vessel, I found Captain 
Bentley had no conveyance but a paunceway, a sort of 
boat very unequal to go down the river at that season. I 
therefore offered him a passage in Mr. Lacam’s sloop, which 
he thankfully accepted. At five we got under way with a 
strong gale from the south, wliich was in our teeth. Two 
miles below Mr. Lacam’s resided Mr. Playdcll, the father 
of my shipmate, who, vrith a largo party that had dined 
with him, came to the waterside upon our passing and gave 
us three cheers, which wo returned. That evening wo 
anchored off Budge Budge, where I landed to shako Major 
Mestayer by the hand. 

On the 19th it blew hard ; the vessel wo were in neverthe- 
less made considerable progress, being admirably fo\md and 
well manned. That day wc worked down to Kedgeree, 
there waiting for the ebb tide. During the night the wind 
increased and wo tumbled about dreadfully. The Southamj)- 
ton that night lost three anchors. On the 22nd, after a 
boisterous and very unpleasant passage, wc got on board the 
Na-imu, then laying in a wild and open sea, surrounded by 
sands over which the surf broke tremendously in every 
din-otinn. She was eight miles distant from the nearest 
land. 'J’Ik* first man 1 beheld on going up the Nansnu's side 
was my old iVct/i ShoreJinm shipmate, .Terry Griffin, who I 
found wn'! boatswain, and with whom I renewed my ac- 

'lii'* 2tfh, L’.'th and 26th it blew so hard the pilots dare 
liot move the .‘'hip-, though we er.jK,'ctod our cables would 
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part every moment, the strain upon them being so im- 
mense. 

On the 29th the wind being less boisterous, we worked 
down a narrow channel about eight miles. The 30tb 
being still more moderate we made a better progress. 
Whilst at anchor this day another schooner joined us, from 
which a Sircar of Durgachuru Muckerjee’s came, presenting 
me with a bond ready filled up for the penal sum of ten 
thousand sicca rupees, which he claimed as the amount due 
upon balance of account. Although satisfied I did not owe 
him two thousand, yet was I absurd enough to execute the 
proffered bond and deliver the same to the Sircar, who went 
off well pleased with the success of his mission. 

The following day being the 1st of May, 1779, the pilot 
left us, it then blowing a hard gale from the southward. 
We stood to the east-south-east under courses in company 
with the Southampton, the errantest hog trough that ever 
fioated on salt water. The orders of Government to the 
respective Commanders were upon no accotmt whatsoever 
to separate, but alwa3rs to keep as near to each other as the 
weather would permit. As there was not sufficient cargo 
ready in Bengal, we were to proceed to Madras and there 
fill up with coast goods. Being in the very height of the 
south-west monsoon we were consequently obliged to keep 
the eastern shore of the bay well on board until we should 
reach Acheen Head, when it was intended to stretch across 
to the coast of Coromandel. 

In the Nassau we had only one other passenger. 
Lieutenant Grand, of the Artillery, a young man going to 
sea for his health. He was brother to the husband of Mr. 
Francis’s fair friend. Being, though young in years, a man 
of observation he at once discovered Bentley to be a sort of 
body capable of being made an advantage of, and laid him- 
self out to derive that advantage. Bentley was fond of 
cards, conceiving himself a superior player of piquet, an 
idea that Grand encouraged. They had frequent contests 
at the game for many hours together. In the early part of 
the contest Bentley generally rose a winner by thr^ or four 
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games. As we approached otir destination fortune changed, 
and the artilleryman was a gainer of near five thousand 
rupees by the contest i The fact was he could and ought to 
have given Bentley at least twenty points. 

The officers of the Naaaau were Mr. William Greer, chief 
mate, an abominable sot who kept himself in a state of 
constant intoxication, as might well be the case from his 
“ grog,” as he termed it, being always three-parts spirit ; 
the second was Mr. John Pascal Larkins, a worthy man 
and admirable seaman; Joseph Clarkson, the third; and 
John Rogers, the fourth ; John Smith, surgeon ; William 
Darling, purser. From the time the ship left her moorings 
at Culpee, Mr. Greer had been confined to his cabin under 
the plea of indisposition, which Captain Gore asserted was 
a mere pretence to avoid doing the duty of his station, an 
opinion that was strengthened by Mr. Larkins declaring 
the same, and he was not a man to bo biassed by prejudice 
or misrepresentation. Smith, the surgeon, was an absolute 
maniac. Uncommonly able in his profession,, his general 
conduct was so eccentric as to justify my having pronounced 
him a maniac. The nickname by which he was generally 
designated was ” Quicksilver Jack.” 

Wo had horrid weather for several days after the pilot 
left us; an uninterrupted gale with tremendous squalls 
and incessant rain, accompanied by such peals of thunder 
and vivid fiashes of lightning as are rarely seen or heard. 
During one of the most boisterous nights (by a little fait 
management with the man at the helm) we most happily 
parted from the Southampton. At daylight she was not to 
bo seen. Every measure was thereupon adopted to rejoin 
her, or perhaps I should be nearer the truth in introducing 
the word not before ” to rejoin her.” Bo that as it may, we 
saw no more of her between Bengal and Madras. We made 
the Andaman Islands during exceeding tempestuous 
weather, not a day passing without our carrying away 
jacks, sheets, or halliards, splitting sails every hotir, and 
altogether being most uncomfortable. During the month 
of May wo only had one observation. 
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expected from an anchor in such a sea as we are now en- 
countering ? Our only chance of escape is by making safi 
and endeavouring to dear the land that has so unexpectedly 
come in our way.” Every person on board competent to 
judge felt the force of what Mr. Larkins said, and aU were 
equally ready to testify to the very extraordinary skill and 
exertions of the boatswain, Jerry Griffin, who, when the 
men hesitated to perform a requisite duty from the risk 
attending it, himself set them an example, going out to the 
weather yardarm of the main topsail and succeeding in 
handing the sail, the whole time using the most extraordinary 
and out-of-the-way expressions. A reef was forthwith let 
out of each of the topsails, the courses reefed and set, and 
the ship hauled close to the wind. And this she bore ad- 
mirably, though wo had before thought too much sail was 
set, and that something was giving way every half-hour. 

We perceptibly passed the land rapidly, which when 
nearest to us appeared towering above the mastheads, it 
seeming that we must inevitably be upon it. The night was 
uncommonly dark, with a tremendous sea running, render- 
ing our situation truly alarming, indeed absolutely desperate. 

Upon my leaving the cabin, the other gentlemen followed, 
when Larldns entreated me to return, as we might bo in the 
way and could be of no use. We therefore retired to the 
round-house, soon after which Captain Bentley entered 
with a candle and lantern in his hand. Quite at a loss to 
account for this, I asked him the meaning of it, when, with 
his usual simplicity, he answered, “ As I hear we are likely 
to go ashore I should like to see where to land ! ” This 
strange speech struck all present most forcibly. Darling, 
the purser, gravely observing, “ I believe, Captain Bentley, 
your light will not prove of any use, for in such a sea as is 
now running if the ship once strikes, a few momenta will 
decide our fate by consigning us all to watery graves.” 

In two hours wo had cleared the land sufficiently to con- 
sider the danger over, and congratulated each other upon 
our miraculous escape. At four in the morning the day 
dawned, showing us the land that had caused our danger 



AN fNKNfJWN ISr.ANT) ipn 

r\ rh'Tl iM'-'.-iii -c ujwtjj mir !'•“ lni( fii \vo hml 

tjo v.jtli M\?y fn!h"tn'' «»f Jin<> fui'l n)l rlciir wo 

liml jin fiirtl’.f r nj-jm-li'Mi-.iiin''. 

Mr, Lntl.iir- tljfii to- {Jint n( nino o'clrK’];, whon 
!:«• hr»'l for toiiio liino bcvn loohitjg 
f t^n'iily n! n lilnoj; j.jio! jjc.irly lu’lif nln-nd wluVh ho could 
n" ''.\v nrr(>«nt for. ihn! ho hntJ inrulf iho in:in nt <h'> holm 
hooji !lio rhij* holf « jtdjut no^ror fho v.irjrl hi ron"orjuonco. 
,‘^!jll !ho tjm{ ioi.}iit.d lix'-d, lln r-ill'-rl tho fiflh Jiiufo, who 
v,;o- uj*ii» ih" wnfrh wish him. |»ointinf! out Sho ohjcct thrit 
ongf'f.*' d hi'' fiSt» jitioij, hut thi-- ortiior jironounood it to ho 
A r)oud, r.-- did s oino <,{ tho fo.mion. I.nrhiii'i, howovcr, Htill 
thr.iifht it h:id nil tin n]ijv-;ir.mc<' of Inud ; ho ordon-d .a 
r.vt of lh<* h'.v.l dm rtly. Tlu* lino hcing norordinply |);i‘:'‘i*d 
for.vnrd niid hovo in n few iiiinut<-', wa*: in'-l;intly lU’clnrcd 
to hnvo flruo): tho hotl-om with only n fow fathoiiu) of lino 
out, rnid tilt'* in n jmrt of tho oc«.-nn whort* hy nil tho clmrls 
wc ihould nut hnvo boon ujinn rouniling«. Mr. Lnrhins 
conjfclun-d that nt tho firfit ca'>t thorn wn.-) nbout fifloon 
fnthoju'!, nftor which tlu* founding.! varied from fourteen 
fnthoms (tho Kn/-t wntcr wo hnd) to thirty-Iivo, hnnl rocky 
bottom. 

It i" n ino'it cxtrnordinniy' circum.'’'lnnrp that in n pnesage 
fo much firquonlod n.'t that of tho .Sombrori' Chnnnol wns, 
nnd hnd boon for n grx'nt munbfr of yonm, hy nil nhips 
bound from .Afadras t^i Chinn, thon; nhould ho nlmo.st in the 
middlo of it nn iidnnd totally unknown, or, at lcn.Ht, un- 
noticed, in tho charta of tho.so nciw. Yet aucli indubitably 
wjL'! th«* fact. 

Having (leaped thin danger, our no,\t dread wna that, in 
cro-i'ang the bay tho current nhould drive u.m bo far to fho 
north waixl we nhould not bo able to make Madra,s. Luckily 
tho wind proved favourable, no that wc made tho coast 
within three leaguer, of our port, off which place wc anchored 
on the llth of Juno, having been nix wcoki) on tho passago, 
then considered a fair jioriod agaiiiKt tho inon.soon nnd whon 
nenreely any of our tdiips wore eojipor-bottomed. 

Upon landing, I found Mr. Hnll I’lunior waiting to rocoivo 
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me, immediately conveyed me to Ms house in the 
fort, where I had a conple of spacioos and handsome apart- 
ments allotted to my nse. Having dined with my friend, 
we got into Ms phaeton and drove to Choultry Plain, where 
he likewise had a delightful country residence, and where 
he generally slept. In the neighbourhood of this residence 
he was building a magnificent mansion, the superintendence 
of which was his principal amusement early in the morning 
previous to going to town, and again in the evening upon his 
return. He at that time had the contract for completing 
the works, particularly an entire newly-constructed sea- 
line, presenting a truly formidable battery of the heaviest 
guns. These works required Ms daily attendance for several 
hours. The much talked of Paul Benfield had been the 
original contractor, bnt he, having acquired an overgrown 
fortune, gave np the works to Plumer, who, according to 
public report, cleared sixty thousand pounds therebyl Such 
was the advantage arising from Government contracts in 
those days. 

Two days after m’’ arrival at Madras I called upon Cap- 
tain Gore, who told me he had just received the unpleasant 
information that the foremast was discovered to be so badly 
sprung as to be wholly unfit to stand, and he feared there 
would be extreme difficulfy in procuring a new one at 
Madras. 

We found the inhabitants of the Settlement exceedingly 
gay, cMefly owing to the cheerful example ^ven by the 
Governor, Sir Thomas Rumbold, and Ms lady. There 
was scarce an evening without some great entertainment, 
public or private, a weekly concert of a superior kind, many 
of the performers being of a description that would have 
created admiration in any part of Europe. My cMef 
favourite amonpt the fair sex was Mrs. Maule, wife of 
Major Maule. At her house we had frequently delicious 
music. There was also an elegant theatre, where I was 
present at the performance of “ Love in a Vfilage ” in a 
style that would not have disgraced the London stage. A 
Mr. Lewiu of the Civil Service personated Hawthorn; 
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Mr. Storey, nn nrchitoct, young Mondows ; both gcntlomon 
Imvinp uncommon fine voicon nncl iK’ing proficient in music. 
The n**>t of (he clinmclcrs were verj* respect fibly filled. 

Upon my being presented to Sir Thomas Rumbold, I 
WAS agreeably Furprirx.d at finding in one of his aides-de- 
camp an old acquaintance, Count Sliippej*, whom I had 
met at Colonel Coojwr’a at Tilbury Fort when fitajing 
with Mr. Cano at Eritb. Sir Thomas, I understood, was 
much attached to him. Sbipi>ey, as I have before ob- 
Fcrvcd, was a man of voiy* elegant manners, spoke several 
language? fiuently, and wa«i, in overj* respect, the homme du 
mor.dr. Sir Thomas found him of real use in receiving and 
tallung to the French officers then recently arrived from 
Pondicheny upon the capture of that fortress by the British. 
Sir Thomas, although a man of good address and fashionable 
apjx'arance, spoke not a word of I'rench, wluch made his 
situation as Governor rather awkward by having a number 
of fon.‘ign guests at liis table with whom he could hold no 
conversation but through tho medium of Shippoy, ns intor- 
prvlcr. 

Upon my introduction I was, according to tho etiquette 
of the place, invited to dinner, at which I was, by Sir 
Thomas, presented to Lady Rumbold, and to liis eldest son, 
Captain Rumbold, aide-de-camp to Sir Hector Munro, tho 
Commandcr-in-Chicf, and then upon tho eve of sailing for 
England with tho official accounts of tho taking of Pondi- 
cherry. This young man was rather disrespectfully spoken 
of from being thought deficient in personal bravery. The 
nature of bis station mndo it roquisito for him during the 
siege frequently to cany orders from Sir Hector Munro to 
the officers on duty in the trenches, a duty tho Captain, 
from his mode of performing it, was considered as not 
likibg. It soon became a general remark that upon the 
sound of a shot whizzing by ho bobbed his head, to the groat 
entertainment of tho private soldiers, amongst whom it at 
lost became a byword upon seeing a comrade flinch or in any 
way shy, to say, “ Ho tipped him a Rumbold.” 

There was an immense party in tho evening. Lady 
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Rumbold very courteously asked me whether I was fond 
of dancing or preferred it to playing cards, to which I replied 
I rarely did either, begging her permission to walk about 
and chat. But that she declared could not be, one or the 
other I must do. As the lesser evil therefore I chose cards, 
and was placed at her Lad;^hip’s table, she observing loo 
was their game, and that they played very low, only for 
Fanams unlimited, at which low rate I, in about two hours, 
notwithstanding the utmost caution, found myself minus 
upwards of sis hundred pagodas, whereupon as I suddenly 
rose from table. Lady Rumbold exclaimed, “ Oh dear, Mr. 
Hickey ! you cannot think of giving up already. Pray 
don’t leave the party ! ” to which I answered in a somewhat 
peremptory tone, “ Your Ladyship must excuse me. I 
certai^y shall stop now, for were I to continue a few hours 
longer at the same rate, instead of pursuing my purposed 
voyage to England, I should be compelled to return to 
Bengal, there to refurnish an empty purse.” Her Ladyship 
bowed and ceased to importune me further, nor did she 
during the subsequent four months I remained at Madras 
ever ask me to touch a card, although I was constantly in- 
vited, and always went to her parties, where she behaved 
towards me with the utmost politeness and attention. In 
short, she was satisfied with my fine of near three hundred 
pounds, which loss gave me the entree to her reaUy elegant 
and pleasant coterie, where I met aU the fashion of the 
Settlement, and in those days it was .a very gay place. 

My greatest intimates were Mr. Paul Benfield, Mr. 
Alexander Davidson, Major Burrowes, Messrs. Welch, 
Cochrane, Roebuck, Moubray, Einloch, and Captain Bagot, 
the last named being one of the best companions I ever met 
with. His figure, although Herculean, was strikingly ele- 
gant. He had the command of one of the finest battalions 
of Sepoys in the army, the men of which almost adored him. 
He had behaved upon more than one occasion with the 
utmost gallantry, yet, unaccountable as it is, subsequent 
to my 'leaving Madras this gentleman’s corps being engaged 
with a body of Tippoo’s troops he betrayed the utmost 
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purUltinimUy, and nnlwitliPt-antUnp liis favourite Sepoy?, 
who paw (he panic, did everyfhinp; in their power to oncour- 
npe and roupc Juin, he finnlly turned his horfo and fled ns 
fast, a.'! (he nnintnl could cnrrj* him. His ruin ns a militnr}' 
man nntur.ally followed, hut .«n universal!}' was he loved 
and n'spected by all orders of people that no public notice 
was tahen of his miseonduct. He returned to the Presi- 
dency, where a considerable subscription being raised by 
his friends (who well knew ho had not. saved any money) 
was privately rent to him with a recommendation (hat ho 
should leave India and pet to Europe in a foreign ship. In 
obedience to which advice he proceeded to 'J’ranquebar, 
(here embarking in a Danish vessel. I undei'stnnd he died 
in I.rf)ndon some years afterwards in extreme indigence. 
Never was 1 acquainted with a man for whoso melancholy 
fato I felt more real concern than poor Paget’s. 

Mr. Plumer'o neighbours about CbouUr}' Plain were all 
agn'cable men, so (bat time slipped rapidly away. Wc also 
of(<'n went to the red hills, distant fourteen miles from 
Madras, where Mr. Phimcr had a comfortable bouse \ipon 
the border of a noble lake on which ho had a sailing bo.-it. 
His table wn.s there plentifully supplied with game of most 
delicious flavour. 

The first night I slept at this house I wn.s awaked by 
something, as I imagined, running over the bed, wbicli 
alarmed me a good deal from an apprehension of tigers, 
jackals, snakc.s, and other noxious and ferocious animals 
and reptiles. After remaining more than an hour under 
considerable anxiety, I dropped asleep, from which I was 
again disturbed by I know not what. Instantly starting 
up I felt happy at finding light appearing. Having com- 
pletely opened the ivindows, I saw not less than a dozen 
prodigious Bandecoot rats performing their antics about 
the room. Upon taking off a silk not I always wore over my 
hair when in bed, I found several holes gnawed by these 
animals, attracted by the powder and pomatum, of which, 
according to the then fashion, I wore a largo quantity. 
Upon mentioning the circumstance at breakfast, I iros told 
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AN OLD FRAUD 

“ Why the hell devil can’t you stay on your own deck, which 
is a damned deal better than Madras sand. I only wish my 
ours’t duty did not keep me dancing attendance after my 
commanding o£Scer, the Admiral. If he was not in the way 
of my will, blast me if ever my foot touched the land, for 
I never am more betterer, nor weller, than when on board 
my own ship ! ” 

This stupid old tarpaulin possessed no merit in his profes- 
sion, being universally pronounced altogether unfit to com- 
mand a British ship- of war. Nevertheless, to hear him 
speak of himself one would suppose him a Hawke or a Bos- 
cawen. Joe Bevell pretended to extol his exertions upon 
all occasions, especially during the siege of Pondicherry. 
“There, Admiral,” said he, “you convinced the enemy 
what a knowing cock they h'od to deal with ; you tickled 
them up nicely. In what a style you handled the Mauritius 
lads upon their vain attempt to throw supplies into Pondi- 
cherry. Why, they had no more chance with you than a 
cat in hell without claws.” “ Aye, aye, young chap,” re- 
plied Marlow. “ For sartin I did make them know their 
Lord God from John Bell. I showed them they had no 
child’s play to expect, having got the wrong sow by the 
ear.” After working him up to the full bent of his absurdity, 
Joe went on thus, “ Well, Admiral, now pray inform us how 
many prizes you took whilst la;^g off Pondicherry.” 
“ Prizes,” repeated Marlow, “ why, damme, they knew me 
too well to come in my way.” “I always understood,” 
continued Revell, “ that not a single ship appeared of the 
enemy’s.” “ How the dickens then was I to take them ? ” 
said Marlow. 

During my stay at Madras 1 met with no less than six 
old London acquaintances, every one of whom had been 
ruined* by boundless extravagance which compelled them 
to abandon their native shore. The first was O’Hara, a 
schoolfellow at Westminster. His father, who was an 
Admiral, purchased a commission in the Guards for him when 
only seventeen years of age. Upon entering that fashion- 
able corps he began his career, frequently involving himself 
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deeply in debt. His father conid no longer afiord to extri- 
cate him and rras driven to the necessity of sending him 
abroad as a cadet in the East India Company’s service, then 
the last resource of ruined profligates. At the time I thus 
met him he had been several years in India, having risen to 
the rank of Captain. He died at Madras some years after. 

The tTco next rrere, Tomkins and Lee, both also thehto- 
fore of the Guards. The former "vras son to the surgeon 
of that name in Coventry Street. The latter, Lee, had 
squandered avay a fine fortune which he inherited from 
his father and an uncle. He had been distinguished in 
town by the name of “ Handsome Lee.” Both of them also 
fell sacrifices to the chmate of India. The next was Byde, 
usually called ” Bouquet Byde,” from his constantly wearing 
a large nosegay. I never heard what was his ultimate fate. 
The next was Wflliams, a Captain in EUiot or Burgoyne’s 
regiment of Light Dragoons, who exchanged into the other 
Burgoyne’s, went with the regiment to Madras, and thus 
cheated his creditors in England. He was killed in one of the 
battles fought in Mii^ore. 

The last was Darby, a true fox-hunter, who when quite a 
boy came into the possession of a clear five thousand pounds 
per armum, which he contrived to dissipate before he reached 
Sve-and-twenty. He was a good-natured, simple fellow, 
whom everyone plundered and everyone laughed at. A 
grievous accident happened to this young man shortly after 
his arrival at Fort St. George, owing to the inconsiderate 
conduct of a sportsman named TVhite, the proprietor of 
several fine hoi'scs. Darby having dined with him, they in 
the evening went to view his stud, when Darby greatly 
admired a beautiful horse, which he walked towards, 
asking if he might go up to him. “ Oh yes,” said Wliite, 
** pat his neck.” Darby did so, the animal permitting it 
to the utter surprize of his master and servants, who knew 
that he mvariably began to kick and plunge if a white 
person was withi.n several yards of him. Ti'hite always had 
him blindfolded before he attempted to mount, and even 
then did so with, infirute diSculty. 
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Wliilst l^Ir. Wliito was cj^prcssing his surprize at what he 
saw, the treacherous beast suddenly put down his head, 
seizing poor Darby by the fleshy part of his thigh on the 
inside, and, as if conscious of having effected his object, he 
instantly broke from his keeper, galloping away at full 
speed with Darby hanging from his teeth, and every now 
and then violently shaking him, the blood pouring in streams 
from the victim. The gentlemen and others present, shocked 
at the scene, did aU in their power to release the sufferer, 
but many minutes elapsed ere they succeeded, and even 
then it was only done by one of the servants knocking the 
horse down with a heavy bamboo. Darby was taken up 
senseless, miserably tom and lacerated, conveyed to bed 
and there remained for sis months. A cure was, however, 
made which was deemed a wonderful thing. Darby died 
of a fever long subsequent to his recovery from the accident 
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CHAPTER X\T: 


ON EOABD THE “NASSAU** 


T Hk months of June and Julj having elapsed Trithont 
anv tidings of the Sa'^JiCrrip.rm. people began to he 
apprehensive for her safetj. 'Esrly in Angnst the A'c-siou'e 
foremast being £shed and made as complete as possible, 
TTzs seat oS and again pnt in its proper place. Sir Thomas 
P.tanbold told me he eveij v-eefc expected a large fleet from 
Europe under Sir Edvrard Hnghes, and that if thev arrived 
in time vre shonid have Sir Edvrard Temon in the Bippon 


to convov us. 

On the 6th Captaia Gore invited me to dinner to meet 
mv feUoTv-passengers that —ere to be. I accordin^y went 
and foimd ilr. George Smith, his wife, and three lovely 
children, who were to oeenpy the ronnd-hotise, and Colonel 
Flint and his wife — as worthy a pair as ever lived- These, 
with the sagacious Bentley and onr ship’s omceis, then on 
shore, mads the partv. 

Eveiy day now increased the alarm about the Southarrip- 


tor,. Accoznts arrived of the French naval commandant, 
Txon Jolis, having with his sqnadron left the bay and 
saved for the Uanritins, where it was said another oScer 
waited to relieve him. All hopes of ever seeing the South- 
crr.picT. vrez^ over when, early in the morning of the 20th. of 
Angnst, a large ship was seen to the northward working np 
along shore. From her appeararrce hopes were entertained 
that it might be the long mven-np ship, and so it proved. 
In the afremoon the So'jtr.'nr.p.on came to an anchor in the 
reads. Captain Lenox landed immediately. Captain Gore 
and myself going directly to ccngratnlate npon his 
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arrival. Ho appeared much surprized when told the Nassau 
had been ten weeks at Madras. Captain Gore, asking him 
where he could have been for so long a period, he rephed in 
his broad Scotch dialect, “ Hoot awa, maun, do not ausk me, 
ausk that de’il’s cheeld, Ghareley, who, with aw his coorsed 
loonor oobservations and his daumned roond-aboot vagaries, 
haas keept oos at sea saxteen weeks fra the peelot.” 

The Chardey alluded to was his nephew and chief mate, 
who although an enthusiastic advocate for the then new 
mode of working the longitude from lunar observations was 
not sufficiently experienced in it to avoid mistakes, the ill- 
consequences of which they had experienced. 

The day after the Southampton arrived. Captains Gk>re 
and Lenox each received an official letter from the Secretary 
to inform them they must respectively receive on hoard 
their ships eleven French officers and seventy private 
soldiers of the garrison of Pondicherry, and convey them to 
England, pursuant to an artiole of the capitulation ; and 
that the officers being upon parole were to be treated with 
respect and considered merely as passengers. I happened to 
be with Captain Gore when he received this document, and 
never beheld a man in a greater rage than he was. He swore 
he would not take a man of them, desiring his purser to 
answer the Government letter to that effect. The steady 
Darling, however, knew better than to do so. 

I had now reason to rejoice that I had fixed myself in 
the cuddy, thereby avoi^g such a monstrous addition 
to the residents between decks. In vain did Captain Gore 
exert all his interest to get the order revoked. Sir Thomas 
Rumhold telling him they must get rid of the French without 
losing a day, hut that a liberal allowwce would be made 
for taking them. Captain Gore, feeling himself without 
remedy, had a part of the steerage partitioned off with 
canvas for the use of the French officers. 

The 11th of October being the day fixed for all ships to 
leave the Roads, from which to the 11th of December 
insturances ceased along the coast of Coromandol from Point 
Palmiras to Cape Comorin, the fiagstaff of Madras was 
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struck, and I became somerrhat tmeasj lest bad ■vreatber 
should begin. There w-exe, besides the two very rich Bengal 
ships, near twenty sail of valuable merchantmen in the 
Roads, and the whole British squadron of Sir Edward 
Vernon. Fortunately, it continued mild and fine. 

The Governor was very anxious to have convoy for the 
Xa-ssau and Souihampjon^ fearing the French would make 
cSort-s in every way to intercept them, but as they were 
detained at a high demurrage he was also desirous they 
should depart as speedily as possible. He therefore resolved 
to wait no longer than the 30th, when if Sir Edward Hughes 
should not arrive he would dispatch the two ships to Trin- 
comalee with the men-of-war, there to stay during the month 
of Xovember, and in case Sir Edward Hughes did not arrive 
by that time we were to sail at all risks irithout convoy. 

On the 29th of October the French officers and privates 
cmbartc-d, when a new source of vexation arose to Captain 
Gore from one of the officers having a wife, for whom no 
provision had been made. Colonel Flint bad half the great 
cabin and Captain Bentley the remainder, except a common 
passage taken oS to the quarter gallery, a corner of which 
passage Captain Gore was obliged to partition off for the 
lady to sleep in. It was so small that there was literally 
room only for the cot and herself to stand in. 

In the morning of the 30th I embarked. I found Captain 
Gore in a violent rage from the quarter-deck being covered 
and the passage blocked up by trunlis, chests, bandboxes, 
and packages of every description, belonging to Mrs. Smith, 
who he swore had sent on board one hundred ar^ iv:enly 
different parcels, and to increase his perplexity the French 
officers had made a formal complaint that they had no place 
to sleep in. To a man naturally irritable this acoumulatfon 
of untoward circumstances was a severe trial. Perceiving 
how much he was annoyed, I strove to console him, though 
rather unsuccessfully, for he continued to curse and swear 
cutragecnsly at the unreasonable and shameful quantity of 
baggage with which the Smiths had encumbered the ship, 
declaring that in case bad weather came on, which might 
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be expected every hour, the wliolo must and would bo 
thrown overboard. 

In the midst of tho bustle Mr. Smith and his family came 
alongside in tho Government boat, Cajitain Goro instantly 
attacking poor Mr. Smith with uncommon vehemence, for 
whom I felt, great compassion, tho poor man being already 
sufficiently tormented in attending to tho complaints of his 
wife and children. Jlrs. Smith was quite ns furious ns Cap- 
tain Gore, whom she honoured with .the cjjithcts of brute, 
sea monster, and savage, vowing she would not stay on 
board the Nassau. “ As to you, George,” said she, turning 
to her husband, " 3 -ou mnj’ do as you please, stay or-go I 
care not, but for m^'self, proceed in this abominable pigsty 
I will not.” 

Mrs. Smith’s intemperate behaviour quite silenced Cap- 
. tain Gore, and Mr. Larkins jiwt then coming forward and 
endeavouring to pacify the lady, succeeded. Good humour 
was restored, and Larldns engaged that in a couple of hours 
cverj'thing should bo complete!}' arranged to her perfect 
satisfaction. 1 remained in the round-house, assisting 
Mr. Smith in fixing and arranging liis baggage. \Vlulst so 
cmploj’cd Captain Marlow entered, who seeing us so hard 
at work, directly ordered up his boat’s crew, a lino active 
set of fellows, who soon elected and lashed everything in a 
capital stj'lc. 

Captain Gore spoke not a w’ord of French, nor did one of 
tho passengers except myself. Ho therefore requested me 
to tell the officers they must excuse for a fow days tho con- 
fused state of tho ship, after which cverj'thing should be 
arranged for their comfort and convenience. No men could 
behave better than they did, ail of them expressing their 
readiness to submit to sleep upon their chests, or on the 
deck until the ship was put to rights. They were remark- 
ably quiet and good-humoured. Two of them. Colonel 
Russellc and Major St. Faulle, spoke a httlo English. 

At two in the afternoon Colonel and Mrs. Flint came on 
board ; at five the Admiral made the signal to unmoor by 
loosing his fore-topsail and firing a gun. Towards sunset 
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the horizon became exceedingly blacl:, and there •were 
strong indications of an approaching gale from the north- 
east. It fell dead calm, Tvhich Tras considered as a bad 
EjTnptom. Of course vro could not stir. At nine at night 
a torrent of rain poured dovm, vrhich continued the greater 
part of the night, "when the -vreather cleared up. 

At daybreal:, just as I had fallen into a doze, after laying 
avrakc from the moment I vent to bed, I vas roused by the 
discharge of a gun, vhen jumping up and looking out I had 
the pleasure to sec a beautiful morning vith a pleasant 
breeze from the northvard, and the fleet getting under vay. 
At sunrise the fort saluted the Admiral, vhich his ship re- 
turned. We made sail, soon losing sight of 3Iadras, and had 
a capital run that day. 

On the 2nd of November ve entered Trincomalec, one of 
the most capacious and best harbours in the vorld, then 
belon^g to Holland. The face of the country in every 
direction was beautifully rom“ntic ; the houses, vrith the 
exception of tvo or three, execrable. Joe Re veil bemg 
greatly attached to the Smith family, accompanied them 
to spend the time ve were to pass at Ceylon in their society, 
and a prodigious acquisition he vas from his uncommon 
flow of spirits and convivial qualities. As he spoke Gferman 
fluently he was of material use in procuring many things 
for us we otherwise should not have had. Through his 
interference a miserable residence was obtained for 
Ur. Smith on shore, also a room for me in the fort', but so 
dreadfully hot was I and so tormented by mosquitoes in 
it that I only tried it for one night, after which I always 
went on hoard the Naseatt to sleep. 

The day but one after that on which we anchored at 
Trincomalee, the monsoon shifted, with a severe gale of 
wind, incessant heavy rain for six-and-thirty hours, and 
tremendous thunder and lightning. I remained the whole 
time on board, and had reason to rejoice at being so well 
sheltered, for upon landing when the weather cleared up, 
I found the Smiths, with Colonel and Mrs. Flint, to whom 
they had ^ven a room, in woeful plight, their apartments 
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being deluged, (he rnin pouring in through nporturcs in- 
numernblc, bo that they hnd not n dry spot in tlio Ijoubo, 
nor n single change of clothes (o put on, all being completely 
soaked. During two enfiro nights they had boon obliged 
to sit up, tho children lining thereb}’ all got sovero colds. 
Tills grievance being forgot, wo amused ourselves by ilsliing, 
bunting guanas, and making short excursions on the borders 
of most beautiful groves, also rowing about various inlets 
and small bajT? where wo found innumerable guanas, an 
animal of the lixard kind, but very much larger. They 
make a rich soup ; many people think even superior to 
turtle. Tho Dutch cat tho flesh loo, but that I never could 
bring myself to do. We got plenty of mid hog with wliich 
tho island abounds : a high-flavoured, dolioious meat. 

The frequent heavy showers of rain that fell made it 
very dLsagrccablo, especially to tho French officers and 
soldiers shut up between dcclcs in a confined, close part of 
the ship, tho heat oppressive, and W’holly debarring them 
from all exercise. Day after day passed mthout bringing 
any intelligence respecting Sir Edward Hughes, which made 
Captain Gore miserable from his dread that if wo wore 
obliged to sail without convoy tho Fronchmon who doubled 
our number would murder us all and run away 'with tho 
ship to Franco. This idea struck mo as being as imjust 
as it was illiberal. The officers were elegant goutlomon, and 
I firmly believe men of tho strictest honour, tho privates 
orderly, quiet, and well behaved as could bo, besides which 
they wore not going to Europe as prisoners, but were by an 
article of the capitulation to bo sent to England on parole, 
to bo treated tho same as any other passengers during tho 
voyage, and on the ship’s arrival at homo to be dispatohed 
for France at the expenco of Government. Captain Gore, 
however, was of a very different opinion to me, nor did 
he seem disposed to change it, always appearing uneasy at 
seeing tho officers walking tho deck in their uniforms and 
Bwor^, which they daily did. To such a length did Gore 
cany his fears that it came to the knowledge of the French 
officers, who thereupon sent for me to their berths to ex- 
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press their surprise and mortification at Captain Gore’s 
doing them such injustice by suspecting them of conduct- 
derogatora- to their characters as ofScers and gentlemen. 
I could only endeavour to console them by assuring them 
the idea v>*as confined to the Captain alone, and advising 
them to take no notice whatever of it, by vrhich I Tras 
convinced his ridiculous fears vould subside. They rrith 
the utmost good nature promised to follow my advice. 

On the ICth of the month (November) Captain Bentley 
wTC-to me a note requesting to have a minute’s conversa- 
tion, and wishing to consult me upon a matter of the utmost 
importance to himself. I therefore went instantly to his 
cabin, where I found him walking up and down in a state 
of the utmost agitation. Enquiring what occasioned this, 
he in a tremulous voice said he was so unhappy he conld 
neither eat, drink, nor sleep; that all he possessed in the 
world was in that ship at his own risk ; that Captain Gore 
had told him he apprehended the Frenchmen on board 
would scire the ship as soon as we got to sea, besides which 
we certainly must fall in with the French fic-et, and he cried 
bitterly. I assured him there was not the least apprehen- 
sion of any improper conduct in the French that were 
with us ; that as to meeting their cruisers that risk was un- 
avoidable, but even should we do so I did not suppose they 
would touch Iiis private property. In an agony he replied, 
“ Oh yes, they trill, they surely will.” 

Bentk-y then told me he had thoughts of going to Colombo, 
and trying to get a passage from thence to Europe in a Dutch 
ship. Finding I made no answer, he asked if I approved of 
hLs plan, to wliich I said, ” Certainly not, so far from it that 
I consider it the wildest, the most extraordinary and im- 
prudent that ever entered the mind of man ; you clearly 
have been highly incautious by omitting to insure your 
property, but I think that instead of lessening you will 
greatly increase the risk by leaving the iVess-au to go in search 
of a Dutch ship.” 

Bentley returned me his grateful thanks for my opinion, 
appearing perfectly satisfied of the reasonableness of what 
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I offered, yet Ms natural weakness and indecision soon set 
Mm wavering again. He consulted Captain Gore upon the 
same subject, who abruptly stopped Mm, swearing ho must 
be either raving mad or the damnedst idiot in existence, 
desiring he would leave the cabin. 

The silly man next spoke to the Dutch Governor, when 
Mynheer, like a wily Hollander, perceived he might turn 
the foolish Englishman’s fears to Ms own advantage. Ho 
therefore encouraged Mm in his scheme, declaring it to he 
the only safe way of getting Mmself and property from 
India, and by adopting it he would show alike Ms prudence 
and good sense. He further observed to Bentley how 
fortunate it was he had spoken to Mm, as he had a very 
fine vessel with a most valuable cargo just ready to depart 
for Colombo, in wMch he and his baggage might have a 
conveyance ; that he would also furnish Mm with letters 
of recommendation to a friend of Ms Mgh in office at 
Colombo, who would in consequence thereof obtain a passage 
for him to Europe in one of their Indiamen, the finest sMps 
in the world. 

The credulous blockhead, delighted at this representa- 
tion, forthwith went again to Captain Gore to demand an 
order to the commanding officer on board the Nassau to 
deliver up everything belonging to Mm (Bentley), where- 
upon Captain Gore, with his usual impetuosity, exclaimed, 
“ Damn me, if you ought not to be shut up in Bedlam. 
However, I give you notice once for all, if you put your 
wild plan into execution of leaving my sMp, by God, you 
never set foot in her more, nor would every chest of 
yoiir rupees induce me to receive you again, so consider ere 
you damn yourself past redemption.” To this imcouth 
though good advice, Bentley replied that all he required 
was the order, wMch Captain Gore immediately wrote and 
gave him, at the same time sending to Mr. Larkins to desire 
that the very moment Captain Bentley with his property 
quitted the ship he would have the bulkhead of his cabin 
knocked dorni, and on no pretence whatever suffer Bentley 
to come on board any more. The apartment he had occu- 



210 


JEEMOIRS OF WILLIAM HICKEY 


pied being thus tbro'WTi open made a spacious and airy 
room, of which possession was given to the French officers 
who were delighted therewith. 

The day after this had occurred Captain Bentley paid 
a visit to Colonel and Mrs. Flint, where Captain Lenox 
happened to be, and who directly attacked him, saying, 
“ i^Tiat the de’il ha’ ye been aboot, mon ? I’m tould ye ha’ 
put aw your pelf into the haunds of a rascally Dootehman. 
Hoot, mon, do’il tak the baubec ye’ll e’er see of it maire. 
Gin they once gat ye fairly into their clootehecs they’ll cut 
your wem, tak your pelf, and thraw your carcase into the 
oceean ; that’s what they’ll do, you may depand upon it. 
Ye ha’ made a varry bad haund o’ it indeed, Maistcr Bentley, 
and moreover, Maistcr Bentley, do ye na ken that the 
dc’fl a Europe shap ha’ they at Coloombo, nor wal ha’ for 
sax months to come.” Tliis ungracious speech set Bentley 
all agog again, nor was he rendered a bit less uncomfortable 
when upon enquiry he found what Captain Lenox had said 
relative to there being no Europe ship at Colombo was too 
true. He therefore concluded the rest of his assertions 
would bo equally verified. 

Taking alarm, Bentley suddenly became as anxious to 
regain possession of his rupees, which he had delivered to 
the Dutchman, as he had been to get them out of the 
Nassau. Whilst that was in agitation away ho posted to 
Captain Gore, sajing that upon more mature consideration 
he had determined to remain in the Nassau. This was 
abruptly, coarsely, and peremptorily refused by Captain 
Gore again swearing violently no consideration upon earth 
should induce him to receive him . Finding all he could 
say of no avail, Bentley next called upon Captain Lenox, 
to whom he complained bitterly of Captain Gore’s un- 
generous treatment, observing he was sure he (Captain 
Lenox) would have acted very differently, finishing his 
remarks by asking Captain Lenox to give him a passage 
lathe Southampton. “ Why, as to giving a passage, Maister 
Bentley, I believe we ha’ plenty of room, but these are 
matters I durma attend to. Gang awa to my purser, who 



DONE BY A DUTCTiMAN 211 

wll tal yc wimi n cabin ye may have, and at what prccs." 
In short, notwithstanding all Bcnt1c3'*u eloquence, ho could 
not succeed with Sa\n»cy a bit bolter than with Captain 
Gore. 

Bentley then applied to me to exert my influence •with 
Captain Gore to induce him to i-eceivo him again, to w’hich 
I observed there was no place, his former situation being 
given to the French ofTiccrs. He eagerly said lie did not 
want a cabin, onl}’ suflicicnt space to hang his cot up, in 
the steerage, or anj^vhero. As I could not help feeling for 
the unhappy man, I did speak to Captain Gore, who flew 
into a dreadful rage, asking what the devil I could mean 
by vsisliing the ship again to bo annoyed by so insufferable 
a madman, and positively refusing my petition. 

Bentley had nothing loft for it but complying mth the 
demands of Captain Lenox’s purser, and actually con- 
-Ecnted to pay six thousand sicoa rupees for a part of the 
great cabin, nor did his miseries end there. The Dutch 
chief told him his trcasxuro being shipped and entered in the 
bill of lading could not bo rolanded oxcept at Colombo. 
This drove Bentley wild ; ho threatened that ho would 
complain to the British Admiral, at wliich Mynheer laughed, 
drily saying ho would try to got the money out of the 
vessel, though his skipper assured him it could not bo done. 

Bentley, kept in a state of feverish anxiety for several 
days, was at lost told his money would bo restored upon 
his consenting to pay half freight and the port charges, 
amounting altogether to six hundred and fifty dollars, 
which, finding himself without remedy, ho submitted to, 
thus dearly paying for his wavering disposition. 

Being upon the subjeot of poor Bentley, I had better 
finish liis liistory. Upon liis arrival in England, he either 
really was, or affected to bo, disgusted 'with the manners 
of the metropolis, 'with the olimato, and every circumstance 
of the (iountry, and resolved to return to the more con- 
genial plains of Hindustan. He therefore engaged a passage 
on board the Hinchivbrook, Captain Maxwell, one of the 
ficet that sailed under convoy of Commodore Johnston, 
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who had the famous rencontre with the French Admiral 
Suffren at the island of St. Jago, in which short but violent 
contest the llinchtnhrook being one of the oulennost ships 
w’aa roughly handled by the enemy. Bentley, not liking the 
appearance of thing.s, in an early stage of tlie bu-sbicss dis- 
appeared, nor was it Itnowi what had become of him until 
one of the hidics sent into the brcad-room as a place of 
safety suddcnlj' c.xclaimed, “ My God ! here i.s a man 
laying at my feet.” The unhapi>y wight being dragged 
forth proved to be Bentlej'. Upon the French fleet’s re- 
tiring and the ]adie.s being released, this circumstance was 
publicly talked of, in consequence of which Bentley tvas 
sent to Coventry, Captain Maxwell making no secret of his 
intentions to bring him to a court martial for cowardice. 
It was supposed that this preyed upon Bentley’s mind ; 
he pined and, without any positive malady, died just as the 
ship reached Bengal. 

No hopes remaining of Sir Edward Hughes’s arrival, 
Sir Edward Vernon gave orders for the departure of the two 
ships, and on the 30lh of November wo sailed with moderate 
and pleasant weather. Scarce had we cleared the land ore 
symptoms of that horrible disease, the scurvy, made its 
appearance, a circumstance that increased Captain Corn’s 
fears respecting the Frenchmen. The fourth day after wo 
loft Ceylon he told me he must take the French officers’ 
side-arms from them for the safety of the ship ; that ho 
intended .therefore civillj' to ask them to deliver the same 
into his custodj' until they reached England, when ho would 
restore them. I without hesitation gave it as my decided 
opinion ho would be very ■wrong to require such a sacrifice. 
Colonel Flint and Mr. Smith coinciding •aith mo, tolling 
Captain Gore nothing could justify an act of that sort. His 
fears, however, predominated, and be scut Mr. Darling, his 
purser, with a message to the French officers request- 
ing thej' would deliver up their swords and fire-arms 
to remain in his custody during the voj'agc. After 
a strong remonstrance against such a requisition, the 
officers who had appeared upon deck to express their 
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pr.^ Tit. tJi'-n no jnonr’, In- rouM not lirini: liinv-olf to tlirow 
it riv.r.y. l.i . rjunra'l' ■ lint! vi-ty jiri^p^ rly cloiu*. He then 
Very pra<'. {ul!y j>n ent' d hi-- .‘>wor<l to Colonel Flint, en- 
tn atiof.’ lio \voul(l roinpre -ionnte his nctite feelings nntl 
retain the {.’ift <»f t\ n'Vencl parent until tlie ungenerous 
pu';j>irior. ' c'f Captain Core wen.* done nwjiy nnd he thereby 
be entitled to deniatjd the re;lor.ition of it. Colonel Flint 
rioe<jit/(l the [Word in n neat and appropriate speech, 
lainentintr the inistahen caution of Captain Gore requiring 
such a snrrifici' of feelings, assuring the French on'icers that 
not only himself hut every English pa'-senger on hoard 
the jYos.oin «*ntertained the highest- respect for them. 
Caj)tain Gore felt ashamed of his suspicions, j’ct had not 
candour enough to admit that Ito did so. 

After hrdng at sea three weeks many of the crew were 
CO seriously altae.ked hy the scurvj’ as to ho rendered iii- 
capnhle of doing duty, our disfres.s being magnified by the 
weather becoming vci^* boisterous off the south end of 
Madagascar. We, however, proceeded until the 15th of 
iTanuaiy, at which time lieing in the latitude of thirty-nine 
and a half south in order to avoid the enemy’s ships, a 
Iromondons gale camo on from the west-north-west, ns 
ndverso a wind as could blow, 'riie ship was laid to under 
a hninnee mizen, tumhliug about dreadfully. In three days 
wo lost six of the hands from tho scurvy, all of whom died 
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suddenly, three of them dropping to rise no more whilst at 
the helm. Within the following twelve days our loss 
amounted to thirty-three, when we began really and truly 
to think we never should reach St. Helena or any port. 

Captain Gore, terrified beyond measure at the forlorn 
state wc were in, carried his weakness so far that at last 
he would not receive the sick list from the Doctor, also 
forbidding any tolling of the bell, as was customary, previous 
to performing the funeral service upon a corpse being com- 
mitted to the deep. He shut himself up in his cabin, from 
which he never stirred except to attend at meab. 

In the height of the bad weather, it becoming necessary 
to hand the fore-topsail (then close-reefed), the few men 
we had were so reduced and debilitated by illness that they 
remained two hours upon the yard in fruitless exertions 
and endeavours to do the duty they had been sent upon. 
This BO enraged Jerry Griffin, the boatswain, that after a 
volley of the most blasphemous oaths, he dropped upon hb 
knees, rabing his hands as if in an act of devotion, and 
prayed to the Almighty that there might not be enough left 
living in the ship to bmj' the dead. Soon after uttering thb 
impious and horrid wbh, he observed the poor creatures 
upon the yard were likely to succeed in furling the sail. 
He in the instant clapped hb hands, exultingly crying out 
to the men aloft, “ That’s right, that’s right. Well done, 
messmates, well done, my lads.” 

The following morning Colonel Flint was talking to on 
invalid soldier whom he had often seen when serving with 
the army. As thb man appeared to be free from scurvy, the 
Colonel congratulated liim upon preserving hb health 
amidst such general and fatal dbcase, asking if he had used 
any particular means to avoid infection, when the fellow 
bluntly replied, “ Grog, your honour, grog b your only. 
I’ll be damned if scurvy or any other malady ever hurts me 
while I have plenty of grog, which possesses more virtues 
than all the contents of the Doctor’s medicine chest.” 
During the conversation we were summoned to diimer, and 
accordingly went into the cuddy where we were scarcely 
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rrr,v<| rrt- tljr- I)(*rt<>r r.-illrd nut, lull fv« thnt occurred 
driily tinthiutt In* ftuv jur-'-nt. In n few minufc.M 

he n’.urr.fti, j.ntJ tn «iur jnexi.rr--.itdr j.urjjrirc nnd liorror, 
.'.n!5<’unrr«i 'hr.t tt)r m.-ui ‘whom Cnlnnrt Tlint li.nd just Ix-foro 
t'r-jj with u,\s ttr.vl ! A ulioctnng exit flii.**. 
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A SECOND TIME AT CAPE TOWN 

rjnHE great injuntico Captain Gore had done our French 
JL officers and privates was now made manifest by their 
voluntarily coming forward and offering their assistance in 
working the ship, whieli from that hour they did with the 
utmost zeal, a few amongst them who had been seamen 
proving of the greatest use, and there Is not a doubt but wo 
owed our preservation entirely to them. Our companion, 
the Southamphn, could give us no aid, the crow being all 
affected by sciirvj', though not of so fatal and disastrous a 
kind as ours. Smith (the surgeon) was grievously distressed 
at seeing the ravages made by tho cruel distemper without 
having it in his power to prevent or alleviate tho misfortune 
though ho made various experiments for tliot purpose. 
Wine, sugar, spruce, and every other antiscorbutic pro- 
curable wore abundantly supplied, without material benefit. 
Tho three firet men that died Smith opened, hoping to gain 
somo information from the state of certain parts of tho 
inside, but ho was disappointed, all tho vital parts ap- 
pearing sound and healthy. 

Mr. Greer, our chief mate, pursued his usual practice, 
being shut up in his cabin five days out of every six, and 
when ho did show himself upon deck he was generally drunk. 
This produced many unpleasant altercations between him 
and Captain Gore, tho latter always losing bis temper, 
when he abused Greer as a brute and everything base. 
This abuse Greer returned threefold ; the end generally was 
Gore’s ordering him off tho deck. I once heard Captain 
Gore say to him upon the quarter-deck, “ You are a drunken 
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good-for-nothing vagabond. Go to your cabin or by God 
I’ll order you into irons,” to Tvhicb Greer replied, “ You 
dare as well bo damned, 3'ou scoundrel. Suppose I am 
drunk, what then ? Drunk or sober I know my duty, and 
can do it liko a seaman, which I’ll bo damned if you are 
capable of.” Captain Gore, mad with passion, ran into his 
cabin for a sword, and I have no doubt would in his rage 
have put Greer to death, but during his absence the boat- 
swain bad taken Greer up in his arms and by main force 
carried him down to his cabin. 

My daily business was endeavouring to console Mrs. Smith 
and Mrs. Flint diudng the bad weather, dividing the morn- 
ing between them. One day when the motion of the 
ship was extremely violent I wont into the round-house to 
Mrs. Smith. I had taken her eldest child, George, upon 
my knee as I sat upon the deck, having just advised her to 
let the rest also come by mo, as being safer than where they 
then were, when a sea broke over the ship that for a time 
quite overwhelmed her. Down she went upon her beam 
ends. The shock was so violent and sudden everything 
yielded to it. Mrs. Smith, who was sitting on her bed with 
a child on each side, came, cot and all, bodily over to lee- 
ward, as did chests, tnmks, and every article in the cabin. 
How George and myself escaped being maimed, if not killed, 
was marvellous. Although for some moments I actually 
thought the ship had upset, I could not help smiling at the 
scene that presented itself, the female servants floundering 
about in all positions, Mrs. Smith screeching to them to 
cover their nakedness, whilst she herself was employed in 
gathering up curls, toupees, , and various articles of her 
toilette she would not upon any consideration have ex- 
hibited to profane eyes. 

Mr. Smith had just come in from deck, and was com- 
forting his family by teUing them the ofScers thought the 
fury of the gale was spent, when the shqj took the desperate 
heel I have above mentioned. He was then standing by 
the side of his ^vife’s cot, when the violence of the jerk 
made him lose his hold. Finding himself going bodily to 
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leeward, and being apprehensive of falling upon the chil- 
dren, he by an extraordinary exertion stopped himself 
by laying hold of a cot-hook fixed in one of the beams, but 
in so doing swung round ^nth such force as to put his 
shoulder out of joint. The pain attending it was so acute 
as to occasion his fainting. His namesake, instantly at- 
tending, put the arm into its place again before he recovered. 
These united accidents were the more distressing and serious 
from Mrs. Smith’s being in hourly expectation of laying in. 
Apprehensions were therefore entertained that the conse- 
quences might be fatal to her. Happily’, however, no evil 
attended. 

A fine active lad about eighteen years of age, a midship- 
man, whose name was Smith, was amongst the earliest of 
those attacked by the scurvy. Being blessed with fine 
spirits and an uncommon share of fortitude he resisted the 
fatal malady in an extraordinary manner, declaring he 
would not yield, but would do his duty as long as he could 
stand. He kept his resolution nor left the deck until he 
dropped, as was supposed, dead. Being conveyed to his 
cot and medicine being administered, he rallied, though not 
sufficiently to be able to go upon deck again. We all felt 
extremely interested in this young man. The Doctor’s atten- 
tions, too, were unremitting. One symptom of the disorder 
was an extraordinary listlessncss and disinclination to move. 
Being urged -to exert himself, he repeatedly jumped out of 
his cot, but had not strength enough to support himself 
and generally fainted. Every comfort the ship afforded was 
given to him. 

We had now only sixteen men who could do any duty of 
the ship’s crew. Mr. Larkins therefore considered it ffigh 
time to take some decisive step, and having spoken to 
Captain Gore privately without effect, he after dinner on 
the 30th of January addressed him before us all, described 
the desperate state the ship was reduced to, being worked 
entirely by the French, no officer but himself and the fifth 
able to appear upon deck, the fresh provisions entirely ex- 
hausted, and only water for three weeks left ; that tmder 
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such circumstances they ought to make for tho nearest 
port at all risks. 

Captain Gore, terrified at Larkins’s speech, asked what 
ho would advise, when Larkins instantly replied, “ Make 
for tho Cape as fast as possible.” Captain Gore then directed 
him to speak tho Southaniplon and say our situation having 
become desperate we must run for a port. Going as close 
as tho sea would allow to our companion, the communication 
was made, when Captain Lenox said he thought it absolutely 
necessary for the preservation of both ships that wo should 
go into tho Cape. Wo accordingly stood direct for the land. 
The moment tliis measure was determined on, wo went to 
inform the poor invalid Smith, who lay gasping in his cot, 
his death being expected every hour. He seemed much 
gratified by the intelligence, observing in a languid tone 
that could be hold out to get a mouthful of fruit ho was 
sure ho should survive. 

Tho 1st of February, 1780, wo struck soundings upon the 
bank off Cape LaguUas, early the next morning saw the 
land, and as it was then blowing very strong direct on shore 
the two Commanders determined to make for False Bay 
instead of rounding the Cape, as tho most likely way to 
avoid any French cruisers. Wo accordingly (certainly at 
considerable risk) went close in under tho land, running 
along shore until four in the afternoon of tho 2nd, at which 
hour we opened False Bay, stood directly in, and at six 
both ships came to an anchor. Our invalid. Smith, after 
we made the land, enquired every quarter of an hour with 
extreme earnestness when we should get in. About noon of 
the 2nd he gave up all hopes, lay in the most melancholy 
state, uttering nothing but, “ Oh, fruit, fruit, or I die.” 
Soon after we anchored, a boat from the shore brought off 
a variety of fruits, vegetables, and refreshments. Every- 
body ran with tho utmost anxiety to Smith’s cot with fruit 
of all sorts. The Doctor held a bunch of grapes to him, which 
the poor fellow (then speechless and entirely exhausted) by 
an effort raised to his lips, and with a deep groan expired ! 
His death was sincerely lamented by all on board. 
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Upon our arrival 2ilr. Smith proposed a subscription for 
the French privates, to vrhosc exertions and indefatigable 
labours vre were indebted for our lives. Ho set the example 
by giving one hundred guineas. Colonel Flint a like sum, to 
which I joined my mite of twenty guineas. 

The night we got- in, and after poor Smith’s death, we all 
went on shore to Mr. Brandt, the Dutch chief, where we 
experienced a pleasing change from what we had undergone 
for many weeks. Instead of a scanty table with scarce any 
fresh provisions, we sat down to most excellent fish, flesh, 
and fowl, followed by a dessert consisting of the fruits of all 
quarters of the world, and, what was still better, light and 
cheerful hearts. !Mr. Brandt told us our escape was most 
fortunate, 3Ionsieur Trou Jolie with two line-of-battle ships 
and two frigates having been cruising near three weeks 
expressly for our two ships, his squadron being in sight all 
the afternoon while we were also seen crawling close in 
along shore, the French as the evening approached stand- 
ing off to keep plenty of sea room, as they did every night, 
and having no suspicion we should put into False Bay at 
that season. Biad- we attempted to go round the Cape we 
must- inevitably have been captured. Luckily, the enemy 
did not see us, nor we them. 

On the 3rd we set off for the Cape Town, where I took up 
my residence at 3Irs. Tanrenen’s, with whom I lodged on 
my way to India in the Seahorse, She had taken another 
husband and was now Mrs. YanCahman. The two eldest 
daughters were become fine young women, esjvecially the 
senior, an errant coquette, evidently laying herself out to 
catch some wealthy Englishman in the bonds of matrimony, 
to which scheme she in about a year after the time I am 
now speaking of fell a martyr. A man named Hatfield, 
being passenger on board a Danish Indiaman from Bengal, 
stopped at tne Cai>e. He lodged at VanCahman’s, cut-^g 
an amazing figure, displaying a profusion of shawls and 
rich Eastern stuffs, several of which he presented to the 
handsome Dutch girl. The report- of Hatfield by the Com- 
mander of the ship was that he had amassed a large fortune 
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which ho was roturning homo to onjoy. This account made 
him tho ohjcct of attack. Tho damsel set her cap at him, 
and he, who supposed she would have at least ten thousand 
from her mother, readily bit. In short, they were married. 
It proved a mutual take in, the lady not having sixpence 
in the world, Hatfield precisely the same. He was an im* 
pudent, chattering puppy, and had never been in a higher 
situation of life than purser. 

An explanation took place soon after the wedding, when, 
instead of mutual upbraidings, the couple laughed heartily 
at the double deception, wisely determining to make the 
best of a bad bargain. As they were both remarkably well 
looldng and by no means deficient in mother wit, they con- 
cluded from their joint abilities a livelihood might be gained 
somehow or other. 

The night we landed at the Cape Mrs. Smith was delivered 
of a daughter, two days after which Trou Jolie and his 
squadron put into Table Bay from his unsuccessful cruise, 
his ships being all crippled from the tempestuous weather 
they had encountered. Enraged at finding the two English 
ships had slipped into False Bay, he the morning of his 
arrival summoned the officers of his fleet, when he proposed 
going round in his flagship, the Brilliant, and cutting them 
from their anchors, insisting that a mere saluting battery, 
which was all there was at False Bay, could not be considered 
as protection against their seizing an enemy. This proposi- 
tion coming immediately to the ears of the Dutch Governor, 
he sent notice to Monsieur Ikou Jolie that if such an un- 
justifiable measture was carried into effect he should deem 
it tantamount to a declaration of war, and would act 
accordingly. 

Knowing that the French squadron could not sail until 
repaired, which must occupy some da 3 rB, the Dutch Gover- 
nor put ten eighteen-poimd guns on board a Dutch vessel 
and sent them round to False Bay, where they were mounted, 
an artillery officer and party of men with plenty of ammuni- 
tion being also stationed at them, with orders to resist any 
attempt made by the French to molest the English ships. 
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Tii:-: rv-ell-t:n:ed anti .'prrirofl condwr* of the Governor iiad 
the destred ctlect ; Mr. Tron Joh'e did not cc'.rry his threat 
mto esecutiorj. The alarm this had occasioned having 
subsided, the French ofneors mixed Tntb us all in perfect 
harmony, a fc” of the chattering coxcombs sometimes 
lamenting their ih’-fortune in losing their shares oz ‘tto such 
valuable prizes as our ships vould have proved to them, 
arrogantly affecting to console themselves in the certainty 
they felt that they should still take them ere they reached 
Europe. Their Commander stationed a frigate at the mouth 
of the bay to vateb our vessels, and had a line-of-battle 
ship made ready to follow us should we have moved. 

We lived a merrj* life, having dances, concerts, or plays 
every evening, at which s number of very fine girls were 
always present. 

Towards the end of the month (February) seeing no 
chance of the -Vassuu getting away and having already been 
ten months from Bengal, I became anxious to continus my 
voyage, the committee having requested I would use the 
greatest possible dispatch. A feet of Dutch Indiamen 
Iveing to sail shortly, I consulted my fcUovc-passengers as to 
the propriety of my going on in one of them, which they ail 
advised me to do. I therefore applied to the Commodore, 
Mynheer Paardakoper, to whom I was introduced by Colonel 
Gordon, respecting a passage. He said he would give me 
an answer in two days, at the end of which time he called 
to tell me I might have his state room, being an excellent 
apartment, for six h\:v.drcd pounds sterling. The enormity 
of the demand astonished me so much I knew not how to 
act, and in my turn said I must take time to cortsider of 
it. Indeed, I conceived it would be highly improper to 
yield to such impesition, bat upon sp-eaking to 3Iessieurs 
Smith and Flint they were of opinion that under all the 
circumstances I ought, even upon such exorbitant terms, 
to go as the W cssau might not sail for several months. I 
therefore closed with 3Ir. Paardakoper, payine birn his price, 
and writing to the committee in Calcutta to inform them 
thereof and the motives that inSuenced mo then-ta 



fijx' ii.f.’. liinj t'» cliflieultic'*, tuxl hnd it not 
In'* n (i.r t!<f f.' • ii Jotirc <if (’<>lori'-l do 1’n‘hn, wlio ndvnnccd 
him iiic!i*y l<» :< t!l<' "itli hi-, rn ditor*, ho would hiivo boon 
throw ji into fraol {»t th" t’aix-. Tho ruddy j>arty wtus there- 
forv, im ludiii^: tlo- t'.-ijitniu, to e(>u*.j‘.t of rovi-u. 

I v.Tul oft to f'-" th<- ncoomiuud.'itiou I wim to hnvo, which 
I found v< ry ( j'lniuu'.-, niry, and ctunfoiinhlo. Tho Cnjitain 
iiiforiuod uu- it Wii’f ou'tomary (or piW'-i-ny.i-rfi to hrenhfw^t 
in thoir own < ahin':, hut if I jm-forn-d tn'kiuK that tncal with 
him in tlio lound-hou-o ho i-hould ho plad of my company, 
to wliioli 1 ayn-od. Aft<T a liand>:umu dinner, wo returned 
on r-liorx* in Iiim harp*. On tho way ho f^nve me a hriof 
i-hotoh cjf Iii'i life. Wlien quite a hoy his father, nlwaya 
partial t^i On'.-it Jiritain, had iu>nt him to Kngland, there 
placing him in an academy, whore ho waa taught English, 
I'r*-nch, and various branches of tho mathematics. His 
parents' chief object being to malce him a perfect seaman, 
naval tficlie.s won* numt particularly attended to. Assiduous 
in hi.s ati<-ntionK, his ]irogress was rapid, so that at the ex- 
piration of the third year he had nothing moro to learn. 
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When only fourteen years of age ho Tvent on board a line- 
of -battle ship under the immediate care of the master, an 
old acquaintance of hLs father’s. Under this gentleman ho 
acted as mate with inhnite credit to himself, frequently 
receiving the public acknowledgments and thanks of the 
Commander for his conduct. At the end of that period ho 
quitted the British Navy to return to his native country, 
bearing mth him the most unqualified approbation of those 
he had served under.. 

Captain Paardakoper’s father, delighted at perusing such 
flattering testimonials of his son’s industry and abih'ties, 
exerted his influence with people in power at Amsterdam, 
soon obtaining a situation for him as second offleer of an 
East Indiaman, in which service, after going two voyages, 
ho obtained the command of one. At the time my acquaint- 
ance commenced with him he was about sixty years of ago, 
a hale, strong man, and being then the Senior Captain in 
the Dutch Company’s service, carried a broad pennant 
and had the title of Commodore, a rank of importance in 
Holland, the officers in the Company’s service all receiving 
their commissions from the States-General and wearing 
the uniform of their Navy, a blue coat with scarlet 
facings, richly laced, waistcoat and breeches also of 
scarlet. 

Captain Paardakoper’s ship’s name w’os the Held Woilte- 
made, i.o. the Brave Woltemade, so called from the following 
extraordinary circumstance. A homew’ard-bound ship from 
Batavia happened to be at anchor in Table Bay when one 
of those tremendous gales that occur there at certain times 
of the year came on. The tempest raged with such violence, 
blowing direct on shore, that no boat could go ofi to the 
assistance of the ship then making signals of distress. Her 
anchors not holding her from the violence of the sea, she 
drifted and soon struck, immediately falling upon her broad- 
side, the waves breaking over her with the utmost force, 
sweeping away everything that opposed them. . The sight 
was truly pitiable to those on shore, there being upw’ards 
of two hundred souls on board and no prospect of saving 
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Any of thorn, though not moro than n qunrtcr of a railo 
from the bench. She lind novernl femnlo pnssongors and 
children, wlioso cries and lamentations wore distinctly 
honnl. 

Large rewards were offered by the Governor to any who 
should suggest a mode of relieving (lie unfortunate people. 
Several boats attempted to get off, but wore all swamped 
in the hcavj* surf and dnslicd to pieces. One of the specta- 
tors at last determined to afford succour or perish in the 
effort. This person’s name was Woltemnde. Ho was pos- 
sessed of a large tract of land and farms on the sea coast of 
the Bay, nith cverj' foot of which ho was well acquainted, 
being a famous fisher. Ho had a remarlcablo lino horse, 
milk-white, of uncommon strength, and so sagacious ho 
used to observe of it that it could do everything but speak. 
It struck liim that by riding about a mile along the shore 
to windAvard ho might bo able to swim off upon this favourite 
horse to the Avrook, taking Avith him the end of a small line, 
the other being made fast on shore. He and his noble 
animal accordingly plunged into the foaming ocean in the 
presence of some thousands of spectators, all most anxious 
beholders of the extraordinary scene. To their utter astonish- 
ment he reached the Avrcck, his line was made fast to a strong 
rope which was then hauled on shore, and himself and horse 
returned in safety, bearing with him two fine boys of eight 
and nine years old. 

By the rope from the ship hauled taut to a post on the 
land thirty persons reached the shore in little more than an 
hour, when it imfortAmately snapped. The miserable people 
still on the Avreck uttered the most piteous and piercing cries 
on perceiving the accident, whereupon the generous Wolte- 
made resolved to make a second effort for their relief, al- 
though the bystanders observed his horse seemed to have 
exhausted his powers by the former exertions. He accord- 
ingly once more plunged into the turbulent element, and once 
more succeeded in conveying a small cord to the Avreck, but 
in the instant he had so done he- and his noble animal were 
overwhelmed by the sea and sAink to rise no mote. The 
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sympathizing crowd uttered a shriek of despair at the fate 
of the hero and his extraordinary horse. 

Seventy more of the people were preserved by the second 
hawser, when that ako gave way. Night then approaching, 
more than one hundred stili remained in the wreck, all of 
whom perished. At dayh'ght the following morning the ship 
had gone to pieces. 

In commemoration of the persevering intrepidity of this 
wonderful man the Dutch East India Company caused the 
ship I came home in to be built, naming her the Udd Wolfe- 
made, there being a carved representation of the extra- 
ordinary occurrence, very well executed, upon her stem, in 
which Woltemade and his horse are the principal figures in 
the act of swimming off to the wreck. 

About a week before leaving the Cape, one James Adcock, 
who had saved a sum of fifteen hundred pounds as a 
petty merchant in Bengal, when he left by the Scmthamplon, 
offered himself to me as a servant, observing he was sure 
he could be useful to me in a foreign ship, having acted as 
steward on board a Danish man-of-war. Liking the man’s 
manner, I engaged him. Captain Paardakoper upon my 
recommendation appointing him steward, and a capital 
good one he proved. 

Besides the mireasonable sum of six hundred poxmds I 
paid for my passage, I sent on board a chest of English 
claret which I purchased from Mr. Ballandyne, second 
officer of the Southampton, likewise the same quantity of 
fine old madeira. Shortly prior to embarking, Adcock 
called at my lodging to ask if I knew anything of Mr. Pater- 
son, as he had applied to him for a loan of four hundred 
poimds, proposing repayment in London at a favourable 
exchange from a considerable sum due to him from Lady 
Strathmore, which amount he was willing to advance 
provided I thought he might do so with safety. All I could 
say was I knew Mr. Paterson had a large demand upon her 
Ladyship, but when it would be recovered I could not tell ; 
that my acquaintance with Mr. Paterson was very slight, 
but I had a good opinion of him and believed him to be an 
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IN* HOLLAND 

O N tho 9th of March, 1780, 1 took leave of Captains Gore 
and Lenor, as ■well as nay other Nassau companions, and 
on tho morning of the 10th, with my little pet boy. Nabob, 
went on board the Held Woltemade. I felt rejoiced at leaving 
the Cape in tho hope that my health would mend from the 
pure air at sea. At one o’clock wo sat down to an excellent 
dinner, contrary to my expectation dressed quite in the 
EngEsh style, instead of everything floating in oil, as I had 
been led to suppose would be the case. There was upon the 
table three immense dishes of vegetables, one of them being 
as beautiful colliflowers as I ever beheld "nith an appearance 
as if fresh cut from the garden, and this continued daily the 
v,'holo voyage. The meat being removed was followed by 
a dessert of pines, grapes, melons, a variety of plums, apples, 
pears, and tho highest flavoured oranges I ever tasted, 
added to all which was many kinds of dried fruits, which 
like'wise continued every day. 

Upon rising the first morning I saw breakfast upon table, 
a clean cloth and every article as neat as could be. There 
'was cofiee, tea, as good rolls as ever were baked on shore, 
and what was more extraordinary, admirable fresh butter, 
toast, eggs, ham, sausages, smoked beef rasped, and lastly 
an inunense cheese. The tea and coffee I found were ex- 
clusively for me, my messmate not touching either, but 
eating heartily of the solids, qualifying the same with two 
or three draughts of cline (small) beer, as the Captain called 
it, bat which was, in fact, as strong as our porter. He 
finished by chucking down a glass of the favourite liquor 
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gin, then cnllcd for his pipo. Indeed, it was scarcely over 
out of his mouth except "when eating or asleep. I ■will not 
venture to sny how many sopehjs ho took between breakfast 
and dinner. It appeared to me that his servant was in per- 
petual motion with the gin bottle and gloss. True, the 
latter was small, but the repetition rendered the quantity 
considerable, and yet I never saw him intoxicated. 

Everything was very comfortable on board, and Captain 
Paardakoper’s attentions to mo most marked. Observing 
that I was low-spirited, he tried various ways to conect it, 
and amongst his good-natured endeavours was that of 
teacliing me trick-track, a game I bccamo exceedingly 
fond of. 

The second night of my being on board, 1 had occasion 
about an hour after I went to bed to rise and go to the 
quarter gallery. Passing through the round-house I was 
greatly alarmed at seeing the Captaift fast asleep upon a 
couch, a pipe in his mouth, the bowl of which was down- 
wards and the contents laying on the deck. 1 instantly 
roused and showed him with terror the embers of tobacco 
upon the boards, when, ■with the utmost composure, he 
said, “ Oh, no danger, no danger, the tobacco-ash never 
gives the firo.’’ Notwithstanding this decided opinion 1 
never afterwards felt quite at ease, often getting up in the 
night-time to take a peep at the situation of the Captain 
and his pipe. 

About a week after we had been at sea, the Captain, after 
diimer, said to mo, “ Come, sir, I perceive that I must be 
your doctor. Follow my advice and you’ll be a stout man 
very soon.” I replied that I was ready to do whatever he 
recommended. “ Well then,” added the Captain, “ as I 
know you have good claret on board, let you and I take a 
bottle of it, instead of that vile sweet stuff you daily drink.” 

I acceded, a bottle of claret was produced which we emptied, 
took a second, and I never slept better than the ensuing 
night. His prescription proved so congenial to my stomach 
that I improved under it every day, soon feeling as well as 
ever I was in my life. 
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Csptain Pasrdskopsr in every respect a IToeral- 
ir.inded man. He latjcced at tie old system o! navigation 
pnrsued by their ships, vhich althongb knovm to be errone- 
ons TTtis persevered in merely becansc it had been so for 
more than a hnndrsd years. One of these follies vraa that 
of shortening sail (no matter hoiv the vreather) in certain 
latitndes. His mods of condneting the Sect rms predsaly 
the same as in onr service, and no British Commander conid 
carry sail in a h*etter style than he did. The feet tinder his 
command consisted of five large Indiamen vrith a beantlful 
little ship about three hnndred tons, ~hicb he made act as 
a frigate. Three of the captains, being vx-!l acqnainted 
•trith the skill and abilities of the Commodore, obeyed his 
orders Trith alacrity. The fonrtb, an obstinate brute of the 
old school, vonld adhere rigidly to the Company's instme- 
tions. His ship v-as called the rcr.nf, as errant a tnh as the 
Fmricenyfor., and from the manner in tThich she "sras navi- 
gated had been a t~eIvemonth getting from Batavia to the 
Cape- 

Ime tenth day after ive left the Cape at daybreak vrs fomr 
onrselves close to a large cutter under English colours. 
There being a very light air of vrind, a boat came from her, 
the omcer in her telling ns she belonged to the East India 
Company, Tvas commanded by Captain Bendy, and stationed 
of the Island o: S:. Helena to look out for any French shirs. 
We also Is-amt the Island bore right ahead, distant eighteen 
leagues. The boat then — ent back to the cutter, returning 
immediately vlth Captain Bendy, "ivhom our Commodore 
invited to dinner. He accordingly remained on board the 
vhole day. 

At noon ve sav the land, and at sunset vrere vrithiii five 
miles of it, —hen Captain Bendy took leave. As he had told 
me he should put in to report our feet, I availed myself of 
that opportunity to Trrite to my XTrickenham plsyfeEo— , 
Bebartes Carr, then Chaplain, to the Settlement. This 
gentleman, nearly my oim age, had. Tvhen a boy, resided 
^rith his mother at the nesS honse but on© to my father’s at- 
TTvicksnham as guests to ilx. Hindlsy, vho succeeded to 
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Lord Radnor’s beautiful scat. Young Carr and I were con- 
stantly together, toldng many a bard tug at the oar and 
other amu.'icmcnta. 

At daj’light the next morning 'vro bad run out of sight of 
the Island, four days after which wo made Ascension, tho 
famous place for turtle, passing it at a groat distance. 

Notwithstanding tho repeated throats of tho Commodore 
to uso violent measures, tho Captain of tho Venus continued 
to torment and to delay us. Ho novor would obey any 
orders, and daily stopped tho fleet four or five hours. 

Upon making tho Azores, or Western Islands, tho Com- 
modore told mo Ills orders were to take tho fleet north 
about, that is, to tho westward and northward of Ireland 
and Scotland, an order ho was desirous of parrying, if 
possible, and which ho should endeavour to do from the 
leaky state of tho Venus and hor being short of wotor. In 
n fow days after, tho woathor being moderate and fine, he 
made tho signals for all tho Commanders of tho fleet to 
como on board tho Woltemade. Being assembled, he read his 
instructions to them, after which ho said the state of the 
Venus, he conceived, would justify a deviation by going 
through tho English Channel instead of north about, 
whereby in all probability a month would be saved. The 
Captains all coincided in the opinion except the Venus's. 
He, after hearing tho sentiments of each, declared his dis- 
sent to any breach of instructions on account of his ship, 
which ho affirmed to be as capable of keeping the sea as any 
one of the fleet, and he should protest against her being 
made a pretext for the necessity of avoiding the north 
passage. The idea was thereupon given up, to my extreme 
mortification, for Captain Paardakoper had promise'd to 
let mo get into the first English ship we should meet in the 
Channel going into port. He said his directions were to 
land all passengers, without exception, at Amsterdam ; 
exactly like a bale of goods to be entered at the Custom 
House, notwithstanding which he would yield to the claim 
of me by any British Commander. 

On the 30th of May we made Ireland, running along the 
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—estem side, closer npon s Tdcd, in order to go roniid the 
northern end cf it and of Scotland, to touch at Shetland, 
Trhere a Dutch ship of ~ar rrould be ready to reccire and 
convoy u= through the 2>orth Sea into the Texel. The 
continuing to bloTr from the eaat-north-eact, vre necessarify 
stood on to the northvard so far as to the latitude of sixty- 
three, vrhere, although ve had no night, the vre-ather Trac 
exceedingly disagrc-eable, being dreary and cold, thich fogs, 
gloomy and threatening skies. I often thought from the 
tremendous blackness of the horizon vre rrere to be blo'sm 
out of the ~atcr, but as these formidable clouds rose it 
turned to mere drizzling rain vrith thick fog. 

I one morning upon ~aHng a=ln:-d my boy Isabob as to 
the state of the 'B'eather, vrhen lae ansvered, “ Xo much ec 
vind, but too much ce smoke,” Not at a!l knoTung “hat 
he meant, I rose and looking out savr there ~as so thick 
a fog one could not see across the ship, vrhich Nabob called 
“smoke.” The 4th the "syind suddenly shifted to north- 
vest ; VO hauled in, and the next day, the 5th, made 
Shetland, o5 vhich a very fine Dutch frigate, the Tcdfr, 
of thirty-six guns, joined us. The Commander, a vell-Iook- 
ing man vho spoke admirable good English, came on board, 
desiring the Commodore to follov bis slup, as he should 
bring the fieet to an anchor for thirty hours. He then in- 
vited the Commodore arid his passengers to dins vith him, 
vhich being accepted he took leave. 

At eleven o’clock the Sect anchored off the principal tovn. 
Upon my expressing a vish to see the place, the Commodore 
immediately ordered his barge to be made ready, into vhich 
Colonel de Prehn, llr, Paterson, and myself vent, and vere 
roved to the most vretched tova I ever beheld, principally 
consisting of fishermen’s huts vith only three or four 
houses fit for a human creature to inhabit. The inhabitants 
received us vith the utmost good-nature and hospitality. 
The herrings vere the finest I ever tasted, upon vhich I 
should have dined but for my engagement to the T7,£its. 

Having gone through every part of the place ve vent 
to the frigate, vhere ve vere received by an excellent band 
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of mupic plft 3 ’ing on fho qunrtor-dcck. At two (Mre. dc 
Prchn being como) we pnt down to a sumptuous dinner ol 
three courses, the first consisting cntirolj' of fish, in which 
wns the largest- tTirbot I ever belield, but. t.he herrings were 
so exquisite I ale of nothing else. A vei^' good band played 
during dinner. Wien the cloth was removed some charm- 
ing songs and duets were sung both in Dutch and German, 
the music plaintive, sweet, and exactlj' to mj' taste. (Wo 
had a great deal of it, too, on board the WoUemade in a 
capital Btjde, the greater part of the watch frequently join- 
ing in chorus with most correct hnrnlon 5 ^) After spending 
a ven’ agreeable day on board the Thetis we at midnight re- 
turned to our ship. It was a novel scene to us to have 
broad da 3 'light at that hour. Indeed, thcro was no night 
at all, at least no darkness. 

Early the following morning it blow fresh from tho west- 
south-west with thick weather and rain at times, notwith- 
standing which tho Thetis mode the signal for sailing, and 
by seven o’clock tho fleet were under way. Tho wind ond 
rain continued but did not prevent tho Captain of tho 
Thetis from coming to dine on board our ship, Captain 
Paardakopor having invited him so to do. Considering wo 
had been three montlis from port tho fare was not bad, our 
guest expressing his surprize at seeing so many good dishes 
after so long a voyage, and also at tho handsome manner 
in which it was served. This wos entirely owing to the 
abilities of Adcock. 

Tho Thetis had left Holland three weeks when war with 
England was daily expected, owing to a strong French 
party in tho Dutch Cormoils, the public at large being 
violently against it. The Captain informed us of the 
universally lamented death of that great man and able 
navigator, Captain Cook, which event he said was considered 
by all Europe as an irreparable misfortune. The news had 
reached Amsterdam the day he left that city. 

The weather continued wet and tempestuous the whole 
of the 6th and 7th, making me bestow some curses upon 
Scotland, from which the wind blew direct. The first part 

V ■ 
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of tho 8th WM fair. At noon n floot of upwardfl of throo 
hundred Bail of small Dutoh vcssols hovo in sight cncortod 
hy two frigates, standing to tho northward. At 2 p.m. 
wo wore in tho midst of thorn, when tho wind suddenly 
flow round to north-north-west, increasing in violence. 
For US it was quite fair, but adverse ns possible for those 
wo mot. They wore tho annual fleet bound to Shetland 
and tho other islands for herrings. These they pickle and 
sell to tho English, upon whoso shores tho fish were taken, 
receiving for tho same an immense sum of money every 
year. This largo floot standing in all directions and all 
positions, reefing and preparing to encounter tho gale, was 
one of tho prettiest sights I over saw. 

It blow BO fresh that in two hours wo ran so far as not 
oven to see tho frigates. Tho 9th tho wind incrcoGcd to 
a hard galo, tvith heavy rain. As our convoy’s reckoning 
made us near the Dutch coast and wo could not vcntiuro to 
run closer in such weather, the fleot was ordered to lay to. 
This was a mortifying circumstance to bo tumbling about 
on a turbulent ocean with tho wind as fair as it could blow, 
but such is tho nature of tho const of Holland, and so 
numerous ^aro the rocks and shoals in ovory direction that 
it cannot ho approached -without pre-vdously seeing tho land- 
marks, or tho buoys. Wo lay four-and-twonty hours in os 
unpleasant a state as over I was in. Tho 10th tho weather 
moderated — -wo thoroforo onco moro stood for tho land, 
which wo saw at olovon in tho forenoon. Captain Paarda- 
kopor saying ho had novor scon a bettor landfall, the mouth, 
or entrance, to tho Toxel being directly before us. At 
1 p.m., tho fleot being supplied -with pilots, we stood on, 
passing through tho Mars Diop in very shallow water. At 
Bovon in tho evening wo came to an anchor off tho Island of 
Toxel in perfectly smooth water. 

Having consulted Captain Paardakoper as to my pro- 
ceeding, ho recommended mo not to loavo tho ship until 
next morning, but to start oarly in a Dutch boat to a town 
ho mentioned about fourteen miles up the Zuydor Zeo, 
where I might land and pursue the rest of tho journey in 
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a carriage. He added that i£ I would wait until ton o’clock 
ho would accompany mo quite to Amsterdam, an offer i, 
as an absolute stranger in a foreign land, was glad to avail 
myself of. He accordingly bespoke a boat, into which, after 
eating a hearty breakfast, the Commodore, myself, and 
Nabob got, the ship’s erow giving us three cheers ns we 
quitted her side. 

After a brisk run for four hours we reached Inkhausen, 
a neat, handsome town, distant about thirty-two miles from 
the Tesel. While our carriage was preparing wo took some 
refreshment, then stepped into a conveyance like a phaeton, 
except for its being driven by a coachman who sat upon a box 
directly before us, so that the smoke from his pipe (for he 
smoked the whole way) came directly in our faces. It was 
drawn by a pair of immense, tall, black horses that, like 
their driver, seemed to have a will of their own, taking special 
care not to hurry themselves. 

We changed horses four times, passing through a rich 
fertile country for about thirty-three miles, when we entered 
the famous city of Amsterdam, driving to a large hotel, 
where the Commodore, after securing a bed for me, went 
about his own business, promising to be with me early 
the next morning. He accordingly came to breakfast, after 
which ho accompanied me to the house of Messieurs Fye, 
Rich, and Wilkinson, English merchants of respectability, 
to whom I had a letter of introduction from Colonel Gordon 
at the Cape. Mr. Rich was in England, but Mr. Wilkinson 
' received me with much politeness, requesting I would con- 
sider his house as my home during my stay at Amsterdam. 
He gave his chief clerk directions to get my baggage cleared 
from the Custom House as soon as it arrived there, which 
he said could not bo for some days, probably eight or nine, 
the Commodore promising to expedite it all in his power. 

I preferred keeping a chamber at the hotel, but accepted 
Mr. Wilkinson’s invitation to meals. The Commodore 
and my host then went to their respective employ. I re- 
turned to the hotel, and going into the coffee-room, found 
a number of English assembled, conversing upon the sub- 
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fe-ct cf R^' -r-.i-r r ricr:; that bad orcurred, a-d =til] shbnsted, 
in London, cf v-hich the most ertrscndrnsrr and alarming 
accormts had jnst reached the-m. In the cc-mpanv -eras a 
gentleman ■p-hosa face seemed familiar to me, and —ho I 
ohaerre-i Irc-hinn earr.estiv at me. In a feor minntes he 

** Xf not rr.Tr ^.Vp^ I Rrn 

spoahing to an c!d T'pickenham ac^naintanc-e named 

SsiTador, orith — hos-e famllj mine had hoen intimate fer 
many years. He told me he ^Tis settled at Amsterdam, and 
shcnld be happy to shoy me every attention. He im- 
mediately intrednred me to some of the Srst pe-opie of the 
cty, mcm yhom I reirefyed inyitations enongh to nH cp a 
month had I been ao:e to remain so long in HcIIand. 

I spent the second cay Prith a gay party at Salrador's. 
Whilst ^ttag yith them after dinner, a sermnt — hispered 
me to say a gentleman wished to speak to me in pravate. 
I instantiy yent to him, yhen I yas snrprincd to find it yas 
my shipmate, Jlr. Paterson, yho seemed greatly sgitsted 
and distressed- XTron my ashinE the occasion of his tm- 
easinesg, he shoye-d me a letter he had |nst received from 
Colonel de Prehn, yritten in harsh and pcsitive terms. It 
stated that having advanced five hnnired ponnds at the 
Cape to enah'e him to settle vdth his creditors and leave that 
place, he expected, if net the cash, at least seenrity for it 
preyfons to leaving Hoiiand- yhich he mnst scon do, intend- 
ing to fix his residenre in Germany. “Xoy,'" ohserved 
Pateson, “ it is as mnrh ont of my poycr to find money here 
as it yas in Africa, being an etter stranger yithont a single 
ac4riaintance except three yhr came in the Weiicrzede.” 
Feeling greatly for the pror man, I tnrdertcoh to speak to 
the Coionel on his Khalf. X did so. At the first interriey 
I conid efiert nothing, bnt I discovered the gallant German 
to hs an errant -Jey. He declared the smn dne yith interest 
yas of imp-ortance to him, and have it he mnst and yonld. 

TTp-m mv retnm to the hotel another annovante syaited 


lere I fonnd Adcock 


sad tribulation- He had 
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hcfvrtl thfit Do Tn'hn thrent^'iiwi to put Pfttoraon in prison, 
" nritl tlicn," j'fiid he, " \vhn(. is to l>oeomo of my debt, tho 
lo<-s of « hicli would min mo 7 *’ I endoRVourcd to coiiBolo 
him by orsurnnees tlmt be wns Fdfe, and that altbougli 
r-ome tinjc might elap.-^e ero he received tho casli ultimately 
he certainly would do fo. After repeating his n])])rchcnBions 
over n!jd over again, I with difliculty got rid of him. Ho 
left me declaring 1 wa.s his solo dependence, that upon mo 
he relied fo prevent his utter min. He continued his visit 
and complaints fo me- daily, ciying and bewailing lament- 
ably, iK’pging and beseeching me to give him Eomo writing 
to nay In* was fccur*. This I declined, truly olwcrving I 
had nothing to do in the trnn.snction, wliich was Ids oum 
voluntarj* act. He, however, tormented mo so incessantly 
that at la-st, in order fo get rid of lum, I wrote upon tho back 
of I'at<Tson’s note to him thc-so word.s, “ I do hereby under- 
take fo procure payment of the amount due upon the within 
note for the within named James Adcock. W. Hickey.’* 
Finding I could not bring Colonel do Prehn to accede to any- 
thing short of the utfonnoBt farthing due, principal and 
intere.st, I mentioned tho matter to Mr. Wilkinson, who, 
upon my engaging to exert mj’solf to enforce payment of 
the prote.slcd bills from Lady Strathmore, most kindly 
liquidated Do Prelin’s demand. 

Caiitain Paardakopor was rcmarkablj' attentive and 
civil ; not a day passed without Ids calling to ask if be 
could do anything for me. I went one evening to tho tlicatro 
with him, a fine btdlding ivitli very capital actors, where I 
received much entertainment. Mr. Willdnson attended me 
over the whole of the Stadt House and every other place 
worthy of inspection. At Ids house I met wth a Mr. Swains- 
ton, on eminent merchant of Liverpool, who occasionally 
went to Holland on his mercantile concerns. Conversing 
uith this gentleman, who was very inquisitive on tho subject 
of India, upon hearing tho length of time I had been on tho 
voyage from Bengal, and tho important papers I had under, 
charge, urged mo not t o think of crossing tho Channel from 
Helvoctsluys to Harwich, ns that passage was much in- 
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foetod by Fronoh privatoors, and that it would be a sod 
finale of a dieoetrous voyage to bo taken by an enemy in 
the very jaws of homo. Ho said my only Boouro Avay would 
be to go by land through Flandora to Ostond, from whence 
neutral vodsoIb wore passing over to England every day; 
that ho always pmsuod that route, and would join me in 
the travelling charges most willinglj’’ by taking post horses 
instead of the dlligonoo in which ho usually wont. Mr. WUldn- 
Bon thought the plan an eligible one. He, however, said, 
as 1 must at any rate go to The Hague I had bettor make 
enquiries there and dcoido according to what I should 
hoar. Mr. Willdnson daily received letters from London 
filled wth particulars of the horrid riots which had put the 
whole Wngdom in despair. Several families were so alarmed 
as to embark for Holland and other parts of the Continent. 

Having procured my baggage from the Custom House, 
I prepared for departure. I had a quantity of shawls and 
rich gold and silver muslins, presents from different friends 
of Bengal to their relations. These (as well as some of my 
own) Mr. Willdnson said I should certainly lose if I at- 
tempted to land them at Harwich, and that the conveyance 
of the heavy trunk they wore in from Amsterdam to Ostend 
would bo attended with enormous expense. He therefore 
offered to manage the business for mo by delivering them to 
a man ho know who would imdcrtako to deliver them where 
directed upon being paid 10 per cent on the original cost, 
and if seized ho would bo responsible for that amount. This 
plan I consequently adopted. 

On the 22nd (June) it was agreed between Mr. Swainston 
and mo to set off the follou’ing day, of wluch T wrote to 
inform Captain Paardakopor, who thereupon imniediatclj' 
came to the hotel. Upon ray returning liim thanlcs for his 
kind attentions during the voyage, ho shook me vary cor- 
dially by the hand, saying it would have been most un- 
grateful in him to have done otherwise, as I had liberally 
■ paid for every civility in his power to show. With mutual 
wishes for each other’s health and happiness wo parted. 

The 22rd my companion and I got into a travelling chaise 



HAAIILAKM, Li:\T)KN. AND ROTTERDAM 2B0 

Ik' purrlirv-pd for thf* opoftrion, Jin very good-imluretlly con- 
f pntinp to Nn})f>1tV bciiip itu-ido wltli uj<. It wan not without 
rt-pn-S that I left A:ur<t<‘rxlft!n, having boon troatod there 
with fxtraortlinnn* JdndnoFn by many of the inhabitants, 
and c'jHTially by Mr. Wilkiiif-on, with whom I formed 
n friendly correi-pondcnre that continued wliilo I re* 
inainod in Kjjpland. Our firet stage wne to Hnorlacm, 
twelve iiiiK::, when* we. vh--i(<..d the church, in which is a 
fninou.'? rirgan said to lx* the lnrge.st and finoBt-toncd instru- 
ment in the world. Mr. Swniiiston l>oing acquainted with 
c»ne of till' burgheni, through hin intero.st procured the 
nttondance of tlie organist, who played several beautiful 
pieces of imi.«ic. Undoubtedly, it in a wonderful instrument, 
the tones swwt. and melodious beyond ovor^'tlung I ever 
heard, tlie number and variety of .stops unparalleled, 
dudging by the ear I should have sujjposcd tho sounds pro- 
duced by a complete and full orchestra of the first musicians. 

.After sp<'nding four hours in this far-famed town, wo 
proceeded along tho hanks of n large and beautiful now 
canal, then recently finished, to tho equally celobralod town 
of Ixydcn, so famous for its Univorsit}' that has sent into 
the world some of the most learned men and profound 
scholars that ever lived. I>e 3 'don is about eighteen miles 
from Ilnarhicni. Tliero we slept, and rising early went to 
view tho colleges, library, obsorvatorj’, &c., all of w'hich 
are magnificent and well worthy tho attention of strangers. 
After a day roiiletc with ontertnininont, wo in tho evening 
continued our journej', sevonteon miles, to Rotterdam, 
considered the second city of Holland in point of opulence 
and extent. Having mado an excellent supper, we retired 
to our chambers for the night. 

The next day Mr. Swainston took ino to all tho publio 
edificcH, of which I found nono that pleased mo so much 
ns the East India House, a superb building, delightfully 
situated upon tho edge of a noblo river that runs through 
tlio city, upon which wore laying at anchor innumerable 
vessels of all sizes and of every nation in Europe, altogether 
conatituting one of Ihu grandest scunos 1 ever behold. 
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pains he had taken to satisfy himself, as well as the relatives 
of the deceased, that there was not the least foundation for 
a report that had gone abroad of his having been murdered 
by the people of the ship and robbed of jewels and cash to 
a great amount, but had actually fallen a sacrifice to his 
reliance upon superior sldll in swimming. “ And now, 
sir,” he continued, “ I’ll leave you to judge whether I have 
not reason to complain of the manner in wliich I have been 
treated.” He then took from his escritoire a letter, and 
gave it to me. Upon perusal I found it was from Miss 
Mary Barwell, couched in the coarsest and most scurrilous 
terms. After abusing the Ambassador for what she calls 
” his shameful negligence and infamous dereliction of his 
duty as representative of the British nation,” she directly 
charges him with conniving at a base murder from interested 
motives, nothing short of participating in the plunder, most 
impudently concluding her libellous address by requiring 
him to declare what his share of the spoil from her cruelly 
murdered brother’s property amoimted to. I was surprized 
and shocked at so ^graceful a letter being written to a 
man of Sir Joseph Yorke’s unblemished character. Beturn- 
ing the strange epistle, I could only observe the writer must 
be insane. Sir Joseph with mildness replied, he under- 
stood the lady was very eccentric and odd, adding, “I 
immediately ^patched to .her documents of so indisput- 
able a nature as must have satisfied the mind of any un- 
prejudiced person of the foUy of crediting for a moment 
the injurious report of Mr. Harwell’s being murdered. She 
nevertheless protested all those papers were forged and 
fabricated.” 

In the midst of this interesting conversation, the steward 
came into the room to say it was within a few minutes of 
three o’clock, the hour of dining. Sir Joseph thereupor 
apologized for having detained me so long. “ However, 
continued he, “ there can be no occasion for your leaving 
the house now, and I will bo ready in five minutes.” Ho 
then ordered the steward to summon Mr. Maddison to the 
study that- 1 might not be alone. Mr. Maddison instantly 
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entering the apartment, said, “ You must have interested 
the Ambassador greatly, for he has neglected some matters 
of considerable importance which were by his own desire 
to have been settled this morning.” 

At a quarter-post three, a company of twenty wore 
assembled, amongst whom were my fellow-traveller, Mr. 
Swainston, three young men of fashion in their tour of 
Europe, Dr. Fisher, the celebrated musician w’ho married 
the widow of Powell, the actor, and La Motto, the famous 
performer upon the violin. The latter appeared actually 
like a corpse, and was evidently in the last stage of a con- 
sumption. The rest of the party consisted of some of the 
principal Dutchmen of the place and the Ambassador’s 
family. Sir Joseph desired mo to take the chair next to him 
upon his loft, and did the honours of his table with the 
greatest affability and condescension, dividing his attentions 
equally amongst all his guests. Having heard of my inten- 
tion of passing through Flanders, and my reason for so 
doing, ho assured mo it was unnecessary and would con- 
siderably protract my arrival in England, besides en- 
countering a fatiguing journey. Ho therefore advised me 
by all means to proceed by Holvootsluys and cross from 
thence [to Harwich in the regular packet, one only of wliich 
had been captured during the war, although they were 
passing and repassing three times a week. Under such an 
opinion it would have been the extreme of folly not to do 
as Sir Joseph recommended. I was not, however, sorry 
to hear three days would elapse before a packet sailed, as 
Sir Joseph had insisted upon my attending each of those 
days at his house. 

His Excellency having expressed a wish to see the petition 
of which I was the bearer, I presented him mth a copy. 
After perusal he declared it to bo a masterly and elegant 
piece of writing. At night ho took us into his box at the 
theatre, where there were a set of very good. French 
comedians. From thence we returned to supper, and at half- 
past twelve retired to our hotel. The following morning (the 
27th) Mr. Maddison called, as he said, by the Ambassador’s 
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desire to conduct mo and Mr. Swainston to the Stadt- 
holder’s Palace. Wo found it superb, both in point of 
architectine and furniture. It also contained a choice and 
rare collection of paintings, as well as one of the finest 
libraries in Europe. The grounds were laid out with taste, 
the park abounding with game, an extensive menagerie and 
aviary stocked with the choicest beasts and birds. Viewing 
these premises occupied us until it was time to dress for 
diimer. 

At a little after three o’clock Mr. Swainston and I again 
went to the Ambassador’s, where we were treated ivith 
similar elegance to the preceding day, all the musical 
talents of The Hague being collected. 1 was astonished 
to see how voraciously La Motte eat. He was reduced to 
a mere skeleton, skin only covering the bones, pale and 
melancholy countenance, yet notwithstanding all this there 
was something interesting in his figure and appearance. 
He was so reduced and weak he could not walk without 
help. Ill as he was, he led the band (which was capitally 
good) the first piece, and afterwards played a solo with such 
pathos and feeling as to draw tears from the eyes of many 
of the auditors. The tones he drew from the violin were 
peculiarly sweet and afiecting. When he had finished his solo. 
Sir Joseph Yorke asked me if I had not been mueh pleased. 
I replied that I never had been so much gratified by any 
performer. “ Poor man,” said Sir Joseph, “ I fear his 
melodious and touching strains are nearly over.” These 
fears were too well founded. We had heard the last notes 
he was ever to produce ; he expired the following morning, 
d 3 dng without a pang or even a sigh, closing his eyes as if 
in a pleasant sleep. He was no more than twenty-seven 
years of age. 

The morning of the 28th I spent in a ride to a fisliing 
village called Sceveling, where stood a handsome pavilion 
commanding an extensive view over the ocean towards the 
North Sea. Here was served up a collation consisting of at 
least a dozen different sorts of fish, all fresh caught and 
admirably dressed. We had besides various dishes of cold 
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“MRS. POTT” 

M r. WILEIINSON having given me a letter to a friend 
of his in the Custom House, who he said would have it 
in his power to expedite the clearance of my trunks, 
I sent a waiter with it from the Three Cups Inn, and 
my compliments, inviting him, if disengaged, to sup with 
me, as I proposed, if possible, proceeding to London by 
break of day. In less than half an hour he came. I 
found him a very gentlemanlike man. He thanked me 
for bringing the letter from Mr. Wilkinson,, for whom he 
expressed a great regard. He said that in consequence 
of my wish to go on he had sent for one of the office 
searchers to come to the inn directly, which would prevent 
my detention till the office opened. Before supper was 
announced this person came, whereupon I opened my 
large trunk, at the same time slipping three guineas into his 
hand. The man bowed low, and, looking at the gentleman, 
the latter said, “ Mr. Hickey tells me he has nothing but 
what is for his own use. Do not therefore distmb the 
packing.” The man made another profound bow, and 
shutting the truids left the room. 

Thus, as matters turned out, had the trunk been full of 
shawls and other India goods, the whole would have been 
safe, but alarmed at what I had been told in Amsterdam 
I had with me only one article I cared about. This was a 
Japanese cloak I had purchased for my father to travel in, 
being, although of great warmth, lighter than the thinnest 
cloth. It cost me two hundred and fifty dollars at the Cape 
of Good Hope. 
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Touchet being eont for, tho packet was opened and the 
contents examined in my presence. After perusal of tho 
papers, Mr. Irvine observed that in their instructions from 
the committee they were particularly directed to consult 
mo in every stage of tho business, and should therefore take 
care to give me timely notice of their proceedings. From 
tho Temple I went -with Mr. Touohct to his mother’s house 
in No^vman Street, having a letter for her from her son in 
Calcutta. I found her a remarkably cheerful, pleasant old 
lady, with whom I promised to dine tho following day. 

My next visit was to Bryanston Street to deliver a parcel 
to Mrs. Qreer, wife of tho chief officer of the Nassau. She 
was an uncommonly fine woman, with three beautiful 
daughters, tho eldest of whom some years afterwards 
married my Seahorse shipmate, Amott. 

Upon my return homo, my sister informed mo of the death 
of my favourite, Tom Forrest, he having lost his life from 
a wound received on board Lord Rodney’s ship at the first 
relief of Gibraltar, at which I was greatly concerned. Prom 
my sister I also learnt the horroiS of the riots that had 
occurred three weeks prior to my arrival, which from their 
novelty and violence paralysed the inhabitants of the 
metropolis from one extremity to the other, and from the 
consequences of which they had not yet recovered. I saw 
upon entering the city some of the effects, and large parties 
of military, both horse and foot, upon duty in different 
places, especially at the Bank and in St. Paul’s Church- 
yard. These excesses commenced on the 4th of June, the 
King’s birthday, continuing with unabated fury the 6th, 
6th, and 7th. 

The 2nd (of July), Mr. Touchet and Mr. Irvine paid me 
the compliment of a visit in St. Albans Street, as did 
Mr. Paxton, of Buckingham Street, who, although I had 
never seen him before, I instantly knew from his likeness to 
his brother in Bengal, WUliam, now Sir William Paxton, 
about whom he came to enquire. Mr. Archibald Paxton 
and I soon became intimate, and were afterwards much 
together. 
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EMILY DISGUISED AS A BOY 

he could not by any means eSeot, although at his sugges- 
tion Emily agreed to put on the disguise of boy’s clothes, 
in which dress he attempted to pass her as his servant, but 
Captain Collett’s penetration at once saw the deception, 
and he told Pott it could not be as it would lose him the 
command of the ship and be his ruin. He (Pott) was con- 
sequently compelled to leave her behind. 

Thus circumstanced, Pott said he relied upon my friend- 
ship and regard for him to bring out his darling Ei^y with 
me, which, if I should fail in my endeavours to do by an 
English Indiaman, I might easily accomplish on board a 
French, Swedish, or Danish ship. He told me he was ren- 
dered miserable at being separated from her, nothing saving 
him from utter despair but the certainty he felt that I 
would not forsake him in his distress and sorrow. He 
further said he had left Emily in a handsome, weU-fumished 
house in Cork Street, the rent of which he had paid fifteen 
months in advance, besides abundantly stocking it with all 
sorts of wines, coals, candles, and every article of house- 
keeping sufficient for the same period, and had likewise left 
her a carriage and pair of beautiful horses which he had 
himself driven in his phaeton. Pott concluded by en- 
treating me to pass as much of my time as possible with his 
dearest girl, whom he had prepared to love me, which he 
was sure she would do for his sake, and he referred me to 
her for a thousand particulars respectmg them both. 

I wrote a short answer to Emily merely to say I would 
be with her by eleven o’clock the next morning, and then 
retired to bed, from which I was roused before eight, my 
father’s servant saying a lady in a carriage was waiting for 
■ me at the comer of Pall Mall, seeming extremely impatient ; 
and that he had objected to disturbing me so soon, where- 
upon she eagerly said she must see me, putting half a guinea 
into his hand. 

Hastily putting on my clothes, I went down the street, 
where I saw a dashing bright yellow vis-a-vis having Pott’s 
arms emblazoned thereon, an elegant pair of bright bay 
horses, the coachman and footman in smart frocks of blue 

g 
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faced •?rith yelloTS' and trimmed -with, a broad silver lace. 
Bnt -vrbat -K-as all this ontdde shovr compared to the lovely 
creature vithin, looting more than mortal ? Kever did I 
behold so perfect a beauty. 

I had seen this divine woman in 1776, then an unripe and 
awkward ^1, but with features of exquisite beauty. That 
experienced old matron, Charlotte Hayes, who then kept a 
house of celebrity in King’s Place, where I often visited, had 
]'ust got hold of her as an advantageous prize, and I have 
frequently seen the little sylph, Emily, under the tuition of 
the ancient dame learning to walk, a qualification Madam 
Hayes considered of importance, and in which her pupil 
certainly excelled, Emily’s movements and air being Grace 
personified and attracting universal admiration whenever 
she appeared abroad. 

»Sir Joshua Eeynolds, whom all the world allowed to be 
a comj)etent judge, had painted . Emily’s portrait many 
times and in different, characters. He often declared every 
limb of hers perfect in syrnmetry, and altogether he had 
never seen so faultless and finely formed a human figure. 

Upon my approaching the carriage I thought she would 
have leapt out of it into my arms. Accepting her proffered 
hand she eagerly drew me towards her, saying, “ Come in, 
come in, my dear fellow, for so you who are such a favourite 
of my angel Eobert’s ever must be.” Stepping into the 
carriage, she almost devoured me with kisses, laughed, 
cried, and was nearly in hysterics, to the surprize and enter- 
tainment of several persons who were passing at the time. 

Eecovering a little, Emily ordered the coachman to 
drive home. In vain did I remonstrate and say that being 
just asT jumped out of bed I must go and dress myself. 
Besides, my sisters would wait breakfast. It did not 
signify, go with her I positively should, aye, and stay too. 
She said I might write, send, do anjfthing except leave her ; 
that she had several servants, all of whom should go wher- 
ever I required them, and if they were not sufficient she 
would hire chairmen ; that if I wanted more sleep I might 
go to bed at her house and no one should disturb me. In 
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Lonse fiat that ve might set oS tstv eaify. imding 
me solicitons to letnm home she ordered her ris-a-ris to 
conTsy me, bidding the coaohman obey me throiighont &s 
day, nor -nonld she snSer me to go fritioiit her serrazit 
behind, obserring it fronld be dangerons for the coachman 
to leave the box. Thus attended therefore I proceeded to 
St. Albans Street, -rfiere I fonnd my brother jnst oome to 
tomu 

Upon qnii fin g ’Fmih - she told me, although she had sent 
a letter to me vrith the signature of Warren, she had long 
dropped that name, assnming that of Pott. This appeared 
to me strange, nor could I then acconnt- for it. 

My brother, -who sa~ me drive up to the door, after the 
nsnal congratnlations greetings, remarked I had lost 
no time in maVirig' an acquaintance "svith Mrs. Pott, “ And 
faith,” said he, “yon are in high luck to be already upon 
such terms "Kith a — Q -ma-n Tna-ny of the fashionable young 
men wonld give their little fingers to procnre a boTV or 
acknoTvledgment of acquaintance from.” 

Ha-ving dressed, paid my devoirs to my sisters and 
promised to dine nith them, I proceeded in my vis-a-vis 
to the India House, svhere Mr. HcQt, Secretary to the 
Company, received me -snth great vrarmth, my brother 
having once rendered hi-m a considerable service. While 
sittin g vrith hrm, an old acquaintance came in. Ihis vras 
the Honourable Ephinstone, Mho bad commanded 

the Triion TniiaTna-n vrhen I went first to Madras and 
China, and he erpressed much satisfaction .at- the 
meeting. Zilr. Holt told me this gentleman was become 
a Director. 

I had not callsd at haTf the places I intended when I saw 
it was three o’dodk. I therefore drove home a~”d dismissed 
my carriage, • gHf T r . g a note to thank Emfiv for the use of it, 
adding that I should come to her house from the Haymarket 
Theatre, where I was to go at night . -Kith mr brother. As 
the hours were more reasonable in those days than at 
present I found dfnnPT waiting for me, Mr. Bichard Buike, 
sen., and Mr. WfTKam Burke bring the only guests. The 
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Inttor was preparing to return to India overland, ho having 
been appointed agent for the Rajah of Travancoie. 

After a cheerful meal and plentiful dose of claret, I 
retired to my room to equip myself in one of my gay India 
coats, being of scarlet with a rich spangled and foil lace, 
made from one of Sir Thomas Rumbold’s, and of which I 
was not a little vain. Upon my rctium to the drawing- 
room my dress wos greatly admired, my brother only re- 
marking ho thought it a little too gaudy. 

Having taken coffee, wo four men went to Foote’s, 
getting seats in the balcony, opposite which I soon descried 
one of my Streatham chums in the Jimior Lovelace, then 
a Comet of Dragoons. Observing him look at the box I 
was in, smile, and quit his seat to come round, I concluded 
he recognized mo os I had him, and upon his entering the 
box I was in held out my hand. Then it was I found he 
did not recollect me, whereupon I mentioned my name. 
He shook hands with much warmth, expressing pleasure at 
the meeting. “But,” said ho, “I had no idea of your 
being an acquaintance. Seeing so unusual a dress brought 
mo round to look nearer at the wearer of it, who I pre- 
sumed could be no other personage than the Lord Mayor's 
irumpeier." This facetious speech raised a laugh against 
me from all who heard it, at which I was not a little dis- 
concerted. It, however, put me so much out of conceit 
with my finery that I determined not only to get rid of it 
immediately, but also of upwards of twenty coats equally 
ornamented and rich that I had brought from Bengtd. 

Whilst engaged in eonversation with Lovelace, Mr. Richard 
Burke said, “ Who can that beautiful woman in yonder 
side box be nodding and making signs to 7 They seem 
to be directed this way.” Scarcely had he said so when 
the box door opened, and one of the fruit women whis- 
pered me that Mrs. Pott desired I would come down to 
her, she having a place kept for me. Casting my eyes 
across the house, I saw the beauteous Emily in all the 
splendour of most fashionable dress, looking like an angel, 
seated in the front row of the side box next but one to the 
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stage, an elegant-looking woman being on one side of her 
and a handsome young man on the other. The moment she 
caught my eye, she beckoned and made all sorts of signs for 
me to come to her, which I hesitated doing from a disin- 
clination to exhibit my trumpeter’s coat in so conspicuous 
a port of the theatre and before a crowded audience, but 
Lovelace sa3dng aloud, “Why the devil don’t you obey 
Emily’s summons, Hickey ? She certainly will be up here 
in five minutes if you do not go down to her,” I thought 
it prudent to comply, and wishing my party a good night 
I descended, esco]^d by the fruit woman, who desired a 
box-keeper to open the door of Mrs. Pott’s box, upon 
entering which I observed there was no seat vacant, when 
the gentleman on her right hand instantly rising, politely 
said, “ This, sir, is your place,” and in spite of my remon- 
strances relinquished it, slightly bowing as he passed out. 

If I felt doubtful respecting my dress, I had still more 
reason to be abashed at Emily’s reception. I thought 
she would have embraced mo. Taking hold of both my 
hands, she said, “ Now I have once more got you by my side 
I shall take good care not to part with you again.” Her 
manner towards me drew the attention of the whole house 
upon us, which mode me entreat her to be less ardent. At 
my gravity she laughed heartUy, adding she was too happy 
to be considerate, and could not help betraying her regard 
for her bashful awain / I told her what had occurred about 
my dress, to which she replied, “ Lovelace is an impertinent 
coxcomb. It was sheer envy in him, who would give his 
ears for a similar coat. It is an elegant and becoming suit, 
and I’ll venture to assert there is not- a better dressed 
man in the theatre. Your hair, too, is charming. Pray who 
is your operator ? Is it your own servant ? ” I told her 
it was dressed by one of Courtoy’s men, an Italian named 
Freskini‘; that he was not above ten minutes about it, and 
had intimated a wish that I would take him as a servant. 
Emily recommended me to secure him forthwith as an abso- 
late treasure, and I took her advice. 

Enquiring who the handsome young man was that had 
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EO civilly Tcsigned his seat to me, Emily told me it was the 
handsome Jack St. Leger, sworn friend and companion of 
the Prince of Wales, “ but,” added she, “ he is lately re- 
turned from the West Indies with a dreadful fever which 
has reduced him, poor fellow, most dreadfully, and he is by 
no means himself yet.” She further told me that he was 
intimate with my father and sister, attending all the parties 
in St. Albans Street, and she was sure he would be a pro- 
digious favourite of mine. She then lamented that she had 
not introduced us to each other. 

The play and farce being over, I accompanied Emily 
to Cork Street, where we supped, after which she showed 
me to a neat bedchamber which she said was over her own, 
and saluting, wished me a good night. I observed that this 
was tantalizing me with a vengeance, whereupon she gave 
me another hearty kiss, saying, “ To-morrow night I hope 
to have Robert in my arms, but when he, poor fellow, has 
quitted the kingdom yon will be nest to my heart, and 
then / ” She once more embraced me and ran out of the 
room. 

As I always made a point of being p\mctual, 1 was up and 
equipped for the journey ten minutes before the time fixed 
for departure, when Emily tapped at my door and im- 
mediately entered. She looked, if possible, handsomer than 
ever, was most becomingly dressed in a green riding-habit, 
trimmed with gold frogs. For the first time I was the 
assailer, seizing her in my arms and glueing my mouth to 
her enchanting lips, nor was she backward in meeting it. 

At a quarter before five we were seated by each other in 
Emily’s own post-chaise, which had every convenience for 
travelling a carriage could, and was in every respect as 
elegantly finished as her vis-^-vis. Both were the work of 
the then celebrated Hatchet of Long Acre. We had four 
excellent post horses. Tearing away at a great rate we 
reached Kingston, our first stage, in an hour and a quarter. 
Two grooms, a man of about thirty and a lad of sixteen, set 
ofi with us, the boy riding in advance to prepare fresh horses 
and the man continuing by the chaise to pay the turnpikes. 
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When leaving Kingston I observed it would not be possible 
for the servants to keep on at the rate we were going, as they 
must knock up from fatigue, to which she replied, “ Not 
they indeed, were it ten times the distance. Eighteen 
montlu ago they followed me to Holyhead when I was going 
to Ireland with Warren, who, by the by, I did not treat 
well, for I left him who was as liberal as man could be, and 
adored me, to go to Robert whom I adored and still do adore I 

We got to Guildford by half-past seven, breakfasted, and 
at eight went on to Godaiming, then to Liphook and from 
thence to Petersfleld. Whilst changing horses at the latter 
place Emily alighted, and, during her absence, the landlord 
said, “ A glorious wind, sir, for the fleet.” I asked what 
fleet he meant, to which he replied, ” The East and West 
India, which sailed last night at ten o’clock.” I directly 
mentioned this to Emily, who would not give credit to it. 
The landlord assured me an express had stopped at his house 
that momiug at seven, going up to the Inma House with 
an account of the whole fleet being clear out at sea, with 
a flne breeze at north-north-east. Still Emily would not 
believe what she hoped was not true, so on we went to 
Portsmouth, which we reached at two in the afternoon. 

The master of the George Inn coming to the door upon 
our driving up to it, Enuly eagerly asked, “ Are the India 
ships gone ? ” To which the host answered, “ Yes, ma’am, 
they sailed last night.” Poor Emily burst into tears, and 
I apprehended would have fainted. I made them car^ her 
into the house and lay her upon a bed. After a long fit of 
tears, I prevailed on her to drink some warm wine and lie 
still for a few hours. Like an infant she cried herself to 
sleep, as I thought, when I walked to the seaside, leaving 
a female servant to watch by her bedside. 

Upon the beach I saw the two servants amnmng them- 
selves amongst the boat people, apparently as much at 
their ease as if they had only taken a morning’s airing in 
Hyde Park. I asked them if they were not tired, when the 
lad sharply answered, “ Tired, sir ! with what ? We have 
only rode seventy-four mfles.” “Well, my fine fellow,” 
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said I, “ and if oocasion required it could you set off for 
London again to-day ? ” “ Aye surely, sir,” said both in 
a breath. A waiter of the inn that moment came up to 
say the lady wanted me, whereupon I walked back to the 
“ George,” at the door of which stood Emily’s chaise with 
four horses to it, and saddle horses ready for the two ser- 
vants. 

Upon entering the house I met Emily, who entreated 
me to leave Portsmouth immediately. In vain did I 
importune her to take some nourishment first. She peremp- 
torily refused and got into the chaise. I then went to the 
bar to ask what was to pay, and was told the lady had 
already paid the bill and for the horses to Petersfield. 1 
therefore took my seat' by her, and we drove off. 

I felt somewhat surprized that, though indifferent about 
herself, Emily had not showed more attention towards me 
by at least asking whether I chose to eat or drink previous 
to leaving Portsmouth, as I had touched nothing since 
breakfast. I, however, kept my feelings on that score to 
myself, but remonstrated against her hasty return as likely 
to affect her health from over-fatigue and anxiety, upon 
which she assured me she often had travelled six-and- 
thirty hours without taking any food, and that she could 
not bring herself to stay at a place where she had received 
so bitter a disappointment. She told me she had not closed 
her eyes, and feigned sleep supposing I should then walk 
. out ; that the moment 1 was gone she rose, paid the trifie 
that was due and ordered horses. Taking out my purse, 
I desired to know how much the expence amounted to so 
far, that I might reimburse her, an offer that greatly offended 
her, she saying that when she urged me to sacrifice my time 
and my own plans to accompany her, she had no idea of 
taxing me also with the expence, nor would she hear of it. 

Observing the post-boys drove immoderately fast, I was 
about to call to them, which Emily begged I would not, 

_ and said that being anxious to get back to London, she had 
promised them a crown each if they went to 'Petersfield in 
two hours, which they did (notwithstanding some long and 
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When leaving Kingston I observed it would not be possible 
for the servants to keep on at the rate we were going, as they 
must knock up from fatigue, to which she reph'ed, “Not 
they indeed, wore it ten times the distance. Eighteen 
montlu ago they followed me to Holyhead when I was going 
to Irmand with Warren, who, by the by, I did not treat 
well, for I loft him who was as liberal as man could be, and 
adored me, to go to Robert whom I adored and still do adore / “ 

Wo got to Quildford by half-past seven, breakfasted, and 
at eight wont on to Go^lming, then to Liphook and from 
thence to Petersflold. Whilst changing horses at the latter 
place Emily alighted, and, during her absence, the landlord 
said, “ A glorious wind, sir, for the fleet.” I asked what 
fleet he meant, to which ho replied, “ The Bast and West 
India, which saUod last night at ten o’clock.” I directly 
mentioned this to Emily, who would not give credit to it. 
The landlord assured mo an express had stopped at his house 
that morning at seven, going up to the India House with 
an account of the whole fleet being clear out at sea, with 
a fine breeze at north-north-east. Still Emily would not 
believe what she hoped was not true, so on wo went to 
Portsmouth, which we reached at two in the afternoon. 

The master of the George Izm coming to the door upon 
our driving up to it, Emily eagerly ask^, “ Are the India 
ships gone 1 ” To which the host answered, “ Yes, ma’am, 
they sailed last night.” Poor Emily burst into tears, and 
I apprehended would have fainted. I made them cany her 
into the house and lay her upon a bed. After a long flt of 
tears, I prevailed on her to drink some warm wine and lie 
BtiU for a few hours. Like an infant she cried herself to 
sleep, as I thought, when I walked to the seaside, leaving 
a female servant to watch by her bedside. 

Upon the beach I saw the two servants amusing them- 
selves amongst the boat people, apparently as much at 
their ease as if they had only taken a morning’s airing in 
Hyde Park. I asked them if they were not tired, when the 
lad sharply answered, “ Tired, sir I with what ? We have 
only rode seventy-four miles.” “Well, my fine fellow,” 
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enid I, “ and if occasion required it could you sot off for 
London again to-day ? ” “ Aye surely, sir,” said both in 
a breath. A waiter of tho inn that moment came up to 
say tho lady wanted mo, whereupon I walked back to tho 
" George,” at tho door of which stood Emily’s choiso with 
four horses to it, and saddle horses ready for tho two sor- 
vants. 

Upon entoring tho houso I mot Emily, who entreated 
mo to leave Portsmouth immediately. In vain did I 
importune her to take some nourishment first. Sho poremp- 
toril}' refused and got into tho ohaiso. I then wont to the 
bar to ask what was to pay, and was told tho lady had 
already paid tho bill and for tho horses to Potorsfield. I 
therefore took my seat by hor, and wo drove off. 

I felt somewhat surprized that, though indifferent about 
herself, Emily had not showed more attention towards mo 
by at least asking whether I chose to cat or drink previous 
to leaving Portsmouth, os I had touched nothing since 
breakfast. I, however, kept my feelings on that score to 
myself, but remonstrated against her hasty return as likely 
to affect hor health from over-fatigue and anxiety, upon 
which she assured mo she often had travelled six-and- 
thirty hours without taking any food, and that she could 
not bring herself to stay at a place where she had received 
so bitter a disappointment. She told me she had not closed 
hor eyes, and feigned sleep supposing I should then walk 
out ; that the moment I was gone she rose, paid the trifle 
that was duo and ordered horses. Taking out my purse, 
I desired to know how much tho expence amounted to so 
far, that I might reimburse her, an offer that greatly offended 
her, she saying that when she urged me to sacrifice my time 
and my own plans to accompany her, she had no idea of 
taxing me also with the expence, nor would she hear of it. 

Observing tho post-boys drove immoderately fast, I was 
about to call to them, which Emily begged I wotdd not, 

. and said that being anxious to get back to London, she had 
promised them a crown each if they went to Petersficld in 
two homrs, which they did (notwithstanding some long and 
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st^p hin=) in trreiitv inintites 1^ than the time stipulated. 
"We Mcnt- at such a rate that the servants vrith diScaltv 
hept- np. 

Emily being very lom-^irited, I endeavoTcred to engage 
her in conversation by a-g^rinp Trhy she had not gone to 
PortsmoTith vith Eobert, to ~Mch she replied. “ I Tvonld 
have given the •world to have dons so, but one of his sisters, 
her husband, and tvo children going vith him made it 
impossible ” : she added that they only left him the morn- 
ing he ■?vrote to beg she and 1 -Ko-nld come dosva. “ And 
no's", pray let me ask yon, my dear fdsnd, -svhether yon are 
of the chameleon kind and can live tenon air ? ” accom- 
panying her question by pnllrng out a dra’^ver beloTv the 
seat, in -K-hich -vtas a nice-looking roast chicken, cold tongne, 
sand-vich^ of barri and beef, a bottle of madeira, ■jsith 
glares and all the etceteras. These th in gs the kind girl 
had procured- at the “ Gfeorge *’ in the short time I "nns 
absent. Being really very hungry, I eat voradonsly, bnt 
could not prevail upon her to touch anything except a 
crust of the roIL 

At Guildford, •U'hile changing horses, I compellEd Emify 
to drink a dish of strong cofee and take some toast "Rith it, 
after vrhich -me continued our progress, arriving in Cork 
Street about t 'R’ el ve at night, having thus trs'vened s 
distance of one hundred and forty miles in nineteen hours. 

I fo'und a note from my brother reoussting me to come 
immediately home. Fearing somethins had happened to 
my father, I instant^ -RaD^ to St. ATha-ns Street, ■Rhere 
I had the happiness to learn from the servant that letters 
had arrived from him in Paris that morning and that he •Ras 
perfect^ ireiL I then •Rent info the dining-room, •Rhsre 
a large party •Rere srf- f T » g after sup per. Thia party soon 
breaking up, my brother asked -srhethsT I •rus indebted to 
any person "Rho •Ras likely to molest me. I assured him I 
•Rss not. He ^en told me a man of very su^idous appear- 
ance had been four diferent 'dmes enquiring for me ; that 
he (my brother) had sain he conid do anything that •res 
necessary on my behalf, b^ct the man replied that •Rould not 



rfn nr/i Kr- rr, jr.r. Hn ‘.vould not toll wlint liin 
b;:rit;r:s, wn’’ wnfl;*^-;! n«ny, tlio In/.t tiiiv’ innttorinf; to 
hirr.r-rlf. " Jty (Jfl. I'll yi-n," 

rrx’jo jny l':\!thrr‘n d^-crlptton of tbr j>rrr(>n I coneoircd 
it rnii;!}*. l*^ /idcc-rl: jnc* t»rrivo<l from Ilollotid, na lip wan to 
Irr.Yr A::: f '.o:\lnm in a Pnt^h vrr"*l Inniml to I/ondon four 
or r>v<* «r.yt fiflor I cjni'.tif':! that j'lftpo, having tlio rent of my 
haj.Vr.go nr.'.irr hi’’ carv. My rtinjprtiirv* jirovrd right. The 
nrx! m< rjiing Adr'-rh wn.- at the dtxir iK-fum I had left 
KmllyV^ and rat ihi-.vn in the hall until I r.atne home. Uj>on 
my fohii.g the rra^en <,f hif* Iv-lng ro imjvrtin'iit and re- 
fvi'ir.g Ut tell hi* r.ame or hu'iner', he anid Mr. Wilhinnon 
t'.antif :;r;i hi:n J:ot to do m» until he had f rv n me, and an to 
l>r!j;e tnuivjl to juy brother he did not hnow him, and the 

hov Nah'd) told him lie ‘.vat onlv a rh-rh. lie raid even*- 

• • • 

tlsijig iK-hmgitif t<i me wn/ rafr, laying in a bo.at at Ilungcr- 
fori h'tair', hut that getting them over had co:.t an rnnrmou.H 
dr.’ll of money. t*|icjn hi'' produring bin account, I found he 
h.vl exjK ndr’tl altogether forty-r ix potintL'! sterling, five-and- 
ihitiy <if which Mr. Wilhimon had advanced. 1 cli<!p,itched 
mv fatherV f ervant.i' with a cart, and in an hour aftorward.*? 
all my hngt’.’ige wn/i in the liotire. 

•Mr. Wilhiii'-on wrote me that the day after I left him 
a Dutch friend of hin railed at hit? oflico to aid: if ho had 
anything he wanted conveyed to ICngland privately, n.s ho 
had an ojijiort unity of doing it with fieourity and would 
umleriahe the}’ nhould he landed in tho Thnme,a above 
I>otidun }lridge ; that he had cloi-cd with tho jicraon and, 
as he conceivi'd, on moderate term.s, tho whole hoing under 
fifty poundfi, whereas had one of tho UHiial ontugglcnt boon 
employed it wotild have cor.t doublo that Hum. Thufl woo 
I enabled to deliver to tho iJaroucBB Nolken and many othcro 
the parceli) I brought from India for them, and that freo of 
every expenfic, aa I thought it would not bo handsomo to 
mako them pay a proportion of what I expended. 

Having unpacked my tninlcB, I displayed all my fine 
clothes to my nistera, but u« Lovclaco’s B{>coch had mndo 
a gn-at impreBBion upon mo, and I did not liko tho thoughts 
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of being mistaken for a trumpeter, 1 resolved to get rid of 
the stock. I therefore applied to onr old servant, Mary 
Jones, Tvho had been in the family prior to my birth, desiring 
she would obtain the best price she could for them. I, how- 
ever, retained a fidl-suit of beautiful velvet of four colours, 
which I knew must always be in fashion, and two others of 
those least ornamented with lace. The rest were carried 
off the same morning by a Monmouth Street salesman, who 
paid me forty-seven guineas for what had, I suppose, cost 
me seven times that sum, and most of them were nearly 
new. 



CHAPTER XX 


MORE LONDON DAYS 

I NOW wroto to my father, at Parw, to announce my 
arriral and the businces^that brought mo, upon the eubjeot 
of which I embolluhcd a little, taking Bpccial care also to 
afifluro him I came w’ith ample funda for the time I should 
remain in England. I had just finished and dispatched my 
letter when Emily sent her vis-k-vis for my use, stopping 
into which I went to a tailor named Knill, to whom I 
had been recommended as a (it person to equip mo comtne 
ilfaut. 

Ho advised my having a dark green with gold binding, 
dark browm with the same, a plain blue, and for half dress 
a Bon do Paris with gold frogs, all which ho spoke of as being 
much worn and of the highest ton. I bespoke the four suits 
accordingly. My next calls were at Bymer’s for boots, 
Wagner for hats, and Williams of Bond Street for leather 
breeches. In three days I was to come forth a proper 
“ Bond Street lounger,” o description of person, then just 
coming into~voguo. The rest of the morning was filled 
up in visits to my friends. 

During this round my vis-&-vis was stopped several times 
by fashionable people who, knowing the oarriage and 
liveries, halload to the coachman, to draw to the side, 
concluding the much-admired Emily was within, instead of 
which they found an ugly male stranger. Amongst these 
disappointed heroes were His Grace of Queonsberry, Lord 
Carlisle, Charles Wyndham, Harry Grm^e, and Colonel 
Fitzpatrick, against each of whom my fair friend after- 
wards had a hearty laugh. 
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Having promised to dine in Cork Street, I drove there and 
found Nabob already hoiised and quite at home, Emily 
having taken a great liking to him. Indeed, he 'vras a little 
pot vith all the ladies, being an interesting-looking hand- 
some boy. I dressed him, too, very smart as a Hussar. As 
a servant he was not of the least use to mo. 

There came to dine with Emily, Harriet Powell, an old 
flame of mine, who had been a oontemporaiy of Emily’s 
at Charlotte Hayes’s, and they had eontinued uninterrupted 
friends thenoeforward. Powell was in high keeping, and 
drove to the door in an elegant ohariot of her own. The 
fourth of the party was a gentleman dressed in the very 
extremity of the fashion, having a valuable diamond ring 
upon one of his fingers. He also arrived in his own carriage, 
and was introduced to me by the name of “Moimt.” I 
afterwards foimd liim'to be the only son of the great stationer 
upon. Tower HiU, under the firm of Mount and Page. His 
father, being immensely rich, allowed this young coxcomb 
to squander what he pleased. I soon discovered Mr. Mount 
was no small favourite of Emily’s. The dinner and wines 
being of the best, and Mr. Mount no flinohor at the glass, 
by seven o’clock wo had disposed of a tolerable quantity 
of champagne. We therefore adjourned to the play-house, 
going in Harriet Powell’s carriage and returning in the same 
to supper. 

At a late hour wo broke up, and I was preparing to go 
homo when Emily said she must speak to me. Mr. Mount 
at that moment ^w her aside, when a whispering conversa- 
tion took place between them. He seemed angiy. In a few 
minutes she wished him good night and, coming up to me, 
said, “ I have so much to say to you we must not part yet.” 
She then led me, not to the chamber I had before slept in, but 
to herownroom,wherol passed a night thatmany would have 
given thousands to do. 

Altliough to look upon Emily was to look upon per- 
fection as far as figure and features went, yet my continued 
intimate acquaintance with her convinced mo that she 
was totally void of feeling, and was indeed cold as ice. 
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Not\Tiihstnncling (his I bclioro sho wns sincerely attached 
to Pott, loving him os much os sho was capable of loving 
anyone. I also believe that her partiality to mo rose entirely 
from her knowing the affectionate regard ho entertained for 
me. Of a common failing of her sox she possessed a large 
portion, that is, love of admiration and flattery. She was, 
too, with oil her personal accomplishments, vain, weak, ox- 
travogant, and ignorant. As to the latter, that is not extra- 
ordinory her life and origin considered. Charlotte Hayes mot 
her in the streets of London when not quite twelve years of 
age leading her father, a blind beggar, obout, soliciting charity 
from overj' person that passed. Struck with the uncommon 
beauty of the child’s countenance, sho set her myrmidons 
to work and, without difficulty, soon got her into her 
clutehes. The young beggar proved an apt scholar, so far 
os walking and common address went. She could neither 
read nor write, though by no means deficient or awkward 
in conversation, nor do I recollect ever to have heard her 
make use of a vulgarism or a phrase that could mark her 
illiteratencss. I had been acquainted with her some time 
before I discovered the deficiency. True, I often observed 
that upon her receiving a letter or note in my presence she 
always left the room. I had frequently written to and 
received answers from her, but never saw a book in her hand 
or in the house. At lost I asked the meaning of this, when 
she candidly declared her ignoranee. Upon expressing my 
surprize thereat she said she had never had time to attend 
to learning, nor been connected with any person sufficiently 
interested about her to induce the acquirements of reading 
and writing until sho went to Bob Pott, who intended to 
have been her instructor himself on the psssage to India, 
but imfortunately ho failed in his endeavours to get her on 
board ship. This discovery, mortifying as it was to her 
vanity, was attended 'with some advantages as, instead 
of running upon every occasion to her cook, her long- 
established amanuensis and secretary, I often officiated in 
reading and answering her billets-doux, by which means I 
discovered her incontinence, and that attachment to her 
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Bupplicd with horpcflcph ntul gcncrnlly roclo two or three 
houn? evcrj' dev. 

On the Sth I dined npnin in Cork Street. Atnipht Emily 
convoyed me to Vnuxhell, phe hnvinjr licard rno pnj' 1 was 
fond of that entertainment, meelinp revoral acquaintances 
there of both Hexe.s. We formed a large party at supper, 
having French horns and clarionets plaj'ing to us until near 
three in the morning and drinking bund, chnmpagno the 
whole time. About that hour we drove homo. 

The folloning morning after breakfast Emily took mo 
in her carriogo to view the various scenes of desolation and 
enormity committed by the rioters ; dreadful and shocking 
to behold tho3’ were. Wo first drovo to tho ruins of Lang- 
ton’s distillery in Holbom, then to that of tho Fleet 
prison and Newgate, tho toll houses on Blaokfriars Bridge, 
proceeding to tho ICing’s Bench in St. George’s Fields. 
Tho city and suburbs were still filled with tho military, 
regular guards continuing to be mounted daily at the 
Bank, St. Paul’s, tho Old Bailey, and several other 
public buildings. There were several largo encampments 
in and about London ; one in St, James’s Park, another in 
Hj’do Park, a third in the gardens of tho Museum, and a 
fourth in St. George’s Fields. While looking on and ex- 
pressing my Burprizo that such excesses could have been 
committed in tho very heart of tho metropolis, the coach- 
man, who had witnessed some of tho outrages, assured me 
that at the commencement none were engaged in it but a 
parcel of tho most abandoned w'omen and boys of from ten 
to fifteen years old, and, he was convinced, twenty resolute 
men might have dispersed tho whole, biit everyone seemed 
helpless and inactive, from which, and the mob finding 
themselves unopposed, their numbers accumulated, being 
joined by pickpockets, horse-breakers, and thieves of every 
description. Ho told me that at midnight of the 6th of 
Jimo he counted no less than eleven dreadful conflagra- 
tions,, all raging with tho utmost fury at ono and the same 
time. 

This most extraordinary event which struck the inhabi- 

u 
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tants of London -nitli horror and dismay originated in the 
fanaticism, or perhaps it Tronld he more candid, and nearer 
the truth, to say, in the insanity of Lord George Grordon, 
son to the Duke of Gordon, and ■with ■whom I was upon the 
excursion I have related from Mr. Cane’s to France and 
other parts in the year 1776, at which time he was a reason- 
able and elegant young man. 

On the 10th my brother and self went to dine ■with the 
kind-hearted Mr. Holt at Camberwell, where we were 
received and entertained by him and his good lady with the 
utmost hospitality- The par^ consisted of Lord Lough- 
borough, the Chairman and Deputy of the Court of Direc- 
tors, Sir George Colebrooke, Sir James Cockbum, and other 
men of rank and consequence in the City. We continued 
with biTn until a very late hour, and even then were obliged 
to steal away so un^wiUing was he to part ■with us. 

About the middle of the month my father returned from 
Paris, when I had the happiness to see hfin looking quite 
as stout and well as when I left him in 1777. A few days 
after his return, while walking with him towards Fozard’s, 
I was surprized at meeting Commodore Richardson, whom 
I left commanding the Bengal Marine. He told me he 
reached London only the evening before from Plymouth, 
at which place he had been landed from the ship that brought 
him home, and he said he was ■then going in search of me. 
My father invited him to a family dinner that day, which 
he accepted ■with apparent gratification. We talked over 
many circumstances that had occurred on the banks of the 
Ganges. From him I learnt that Major Walter Bourke had 
come home in the same ship ■with him and was very desiro'us 
of seeing me. 

The Commodore, in the course of conversation, observed 
he was at a loss to decide in which countrv he should settle, 
Endand or Ireland, and that he intended visiting the latter 
soon. He then said to me, ” I ■wish you, who I have so often 
heard express a desire to see that Island, wo^uld accompany 
me. Since we met this morning I went into a stable-yard, 
upon the door of which was a printed notification of a 
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nearlj' noAv and fasliionablo iiosl-chaiso, with a pair of 
nblo liorscs, to be sold by nxiclion that morning. Five 
minutes after I entered the lot wn.s knocked down to me 
at two hundred and fifty guineas, and I was driven to in}' 
lodgings in tlie new purcliasc. plan now is to buy a 
couple of common road liorses for myself and servant, and 
thus to travel leisurely and bj' easj' stages to Holyhead, 
cro.ss to Dublin, and after passing a month, or at most six 
weeks, among relations and friends in Ireland, return to 
London.” 

This scheme I mightily approved, but was afraid the busi- 
ness of the petition I brought homo might interfere ; 1 
said that if that were not in the way I certainly would join 
him. My father thereupon observed nothing could bo done 
until Parliament met, which would not be earlier than 
November, and as he approved of my visiting the sister 
Idngdom, where many of his family lived who would rejoice 
to SCO me, I accepted the Commodore’s offer. We there- 
upon agreed each to dispatch a trunk of clothes by the 
waggon, and I ordered my valet, Freskini, to hold himself 
in readiness to move with my horses. Upon mentioning 
my intended expedition to Emily, she expressed an 
earnest desire to bo of the party, which I told her I 
had no doubt my 'travelling companion would willingly 
accede to. 

A week after this Adcock called to say ho heardr I was 
going abroad, and hoped I would previous to so doing settle 
vdth him. As I conceived he meant payment for acting as 
steward of the ship from the Capo, although I knew Captain 
Paardakoper had liberally rewarded him, I presented him 
with a bank-note for twenty-five pounds, which he thank- 
fully accepted, but said the settlement ho wanted was of 
Mr. Paterson’s money, the sum being of great consequence 
to him. To this 1 replied that my father, to whom 
I had spoken on the subject, had promised to speak to 
Lady Strathmore and persuade her to pay what was due. 
Whereupon Adcock departed, as I supposed, perfectly 
satisfied. 
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tho circumsianco to me, saying ho felt awlcward about you, 
and must make tho best cxcuso ho could.” My blood boiled 
with anger upon receiving this information. 

Having got Richardson's direction from Major Bourkc, 
I VTOto to him to lament I bad ever been acquainted with 
so despicable and deliberate a liar, declaring I would pro- 
claim him such wherever I beard bis name mentioned. I 
bad reason to know my letter reached him, yet, not^vitb 
standing bis bearing a commission as lieutenant in the 
Royal Navy, and being a commodore of a squadron of 
fighting ships belonging to tho East India Company, bo 
never took tbo least notice of tbo language in which I bad 
•written to him. I was tbo more hurt at this dupbeity of his 
from my sister having n*rittcn to several friends in Ireland 
to preparo them for my visit. 

Emily offered, and indeed pressed mo, to sot oS •with her, 
saying she would answer for it wo reached Dublin before 
my blackguard India friend. Inclination would have led 
mo to comply, but a moment’s reflection convinced mo of tho 
impropriety of such a step, for how could I appear in tho 
midst of my father’s family and connections accompanied 
by a woman of Emily’s character, and that, too, in Dublin, 
where sho was as well kno'wn as in London ? I therefore 
put a determined negative upon it. Thus ended my medi- 
tated excursion to Ireland, and I have never visited that 
country. 

As I was returning one day from tho City in Emily’s 
vis-a-vis I saw my old Plassey shipmate; Sam Rogers, in 
tho midst of a crowd collected in Cheapsido. I stopped the 
carriage and called to him, whereupon ho came up and was 
greatly surprized at seeing mo whom ho supposed to be in 
Bengal. We were mutually gratified at the meeting, ha'ving 
a sincere regard for each other. Ho told mo he was on his 
way to Cambcrwoll, where he lived ■with an uncle, end had 
stopped in tho street to look at a boxing match between a 
hackney coachman and a carman ; that he had only been 
in England a fortnight, the Frenchmen that took his ship 
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(the OaterJey) having detained him a prisoner at the Manri- 
tins, thongh they released Chatfield, his chief mate, a few 
days after reaching the Island, becanse, forsooth, they 
discovered that he was a freemason ! “ And so,” continued 
he, “ finding some use in being a brother, 1 r^olved when 
I got home to be made, as they call it, and am at this time 
one of the elect.” He then, with his usual oath, swore that 
having thus unexpectedly met, he would not part so soon, 
but would bilk the old codgers and their fat ribs of Cam- 
berwell by dining with me at some coffee-house. This I 
could not refuse, though engaged to a pleasmre party at 
Emily’s. I therefore ordered the coachman to drive to the 
Bedford. 

From the Bedford I sent the carriage home with a note 
to inform Emily of what had happened to prevent my 
coming to her. Sam insisted upon my ordering dinner, 
and he was sure then of having a good one. I did my best. .. 
Whilst waiting for its dressing, I saw Emily drive up to 
the piazza, and going to her, she said, “ Very pretty this, 
ilr. William. Do you think to deceive me with yomr old 
shipmate and your Sam Rogers’s ? Believe me it won’t 
pass, so come along this moment, get into the carriage.” 

I urged the impossibility of leaving my &iend, and sending 
for him to the carriage door, I introduced him to Emily, who 
laughingly said, “ I really thought you was deceiving me and 
was at your tricks, but as that is not the case, you must 
both come in. I can sit on your knee, William.” Rogers, 
however, could not be persuaded, pleading deshabille, long 
beard, dirty shirt, &c. Emily, finding him determined, was 
obliged to leave us to our fate, unwillingly driving away 
alone. 

Rogers informed me that his uncle and other friends had 
sent in proposals to the Court of Directors to build another 
ship in the place of the Osterley, which had been accepted, 
and the keel was to be laid immediateh'. At nine at night 
he set off for Camberwell and I to Cork Street. 

The next day, being in the City, I heard of the ship 
General Barker's arrival, with Sir Thomas Rumbold and 




272 MEMOIRS OF WILLIAM HICKEY 

Jiavo known liim by the description, which was not in the 
least exaggerated. I had, however, that morning been 
informed of his arrival and that ho had come from Bengal 
in the same ship with Mr. Francis, Mr. Harwood, and my 
respected friend, Mr. Tilghman. 

Seeing by his card that Mr. Lacam lived in C^cil Street, 
I directly went to his house, and arrived there before he had 
recovered from the fatigue of his unsuccessful attempt to 
sec mo in St. Albans Street. I found him looking wretchedly 
ill. He told me he had recently been at death’s door, ex- 
pecting daily to die during the voyage from India ; that 
at the time the ship arrived oflt Dover his dissolution was 
hourly predicted, and he felt sure he owed his existence 
to the extraordinary attention and unceasing kindness of 
Mr. Harwood. 

After tormenting me for an hour with his hackneyed sub- 
ject, “ New Harbour,” Mr. Lacam asked whether Captain 
Heniy Mordaunt, of the Bengal military establishment, 
who came to Europe in the same ship with him, and who 
had been making earnest enquiries for me, had yet found 
me. Before I could answer the question, the very person 
was announced. He entered the room with, his usual 
scowling countenance, but for a minute smiled and shook 
mo by the hand with apparent cordiality. He then began 
damning the climate, the brutality of the common people, 
and the general stupidity of London, cursing his own folly 
for being such a blockhead, such an inveterate ass as to 
quit the paradise of Hindustan to visit the sink of every- 
thing despicable by comparison, England, a country no 
man who had ever enjoyed the blessings and comforts of 
India could feel comfortable in. As I saw that his cynical 
discontent and snarling aimoyed Mr. Lacam I proposed 
a walk, to which Mordaunt agreed, and we set out to visit 
Mr. Francis in Upper Harley Street. 

Upon getting to Mr. Francis’s house, wo were shown into the 
drawing-room, where Mrs. Francis with two fine-looking girls 
her daughters, were sitting. In a few minutes Mr. Francis 
came in and was very courteous, making some civil speeches 
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to me. lie Hhc Monlnunt, nhHsecl the clininto os being 
far inferior to that of Bengal. Thi.** I thought, oxtra- 
ordinarj* in him who had been fo short a time abroad. He 
particularly complained of the clo.ecne.ss of the rooms in 
Ixindon, the opprcs.«^ivc heat of which he said almost suffo- 
cated him. Ho invited Mordaunt and myself to dinner, 
good-humouredly saying he wished me to come that day 
because Tilghman, whom he knew I had a regard for, was 
to be with him. I aceepted the invitation, and was rejoiced 
to see my shipmate looking rcmiarkabh* well. He told me 
his inducement for visiting England was to endeavour to 
get into the Company’s Civil Service in Bengal, which 
if he Bucccedcd in doing he should immediately return to 
India and re.sumo hi.s situation at the Bar of the Supremo 
Court-, ns his ultimate object was the appointment of 
Advocate-General. 

At night, Tilghman, Afordaunt, and myself wont to Vaux- 
hall, on the way to which they gave mo tho particxdnrs of tho 
duel that took place a few month.s before in Bengal between 
Mr. Hastings, Governor-General, and Mr. Francis, which 
ended without bloodshed. It originated in party dissen- 
sions in Council, thoso gontlcmcn always violently opposing 
and abusing each other. 

IVherovor I wont into public Mordaunt fastoned upon and 
stuck clo.so to mo, always gnirabling and snarling, and always 
excessively disagreeable, yot I know not how to shako him 
off without absolute rudeness. As his constant thomo w’as 
tho stupidit}’ of England, wishing ho had never como near 
so horrid a country but remained in India, I endeavoured 
to console him by observing that ho would bo better pleased 
and in bettor humour after ho had made somo acquaintances 
with both sexes, ns at present ho know scarcely anybody 
Besides, London was ahrays thin of company and barren ot 
amusement at that season of the year. I likewise observed 
that tho absence of his brother. Lord Peterborough, who 
was upon the Continent, w’as an unfortunate circumstance, 
as had ho been upon the spot ho would have introduced him 
to his numerous friends. To these attempts of mine to put 
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him in good-humour he sulldly damned London and every- 
tliing appertaining to it, and said that it was impossible 
anything could ever make him change his opinion respecting 
it, and was there a ship to soil the following day ho would 
gladly embark on her for Bengal in preference to Staying 
anotW hour in such a sink of gloom and dullness. 

Not having seen Emily for two days, I went to dine there, 
and in the evening accompanied her to Colman’s theatre, 
where Mordaunt spying me was soon at my side, nor could 
I got rid of him during the whole play. Indeed, when the 
entertainment was over he made a hold push to be invited to 
supper with us, which I was determined he should not be, 
and whispered Emily not to ask him. I at lost prevailed 
on him to leave us upon a promise that I would next day 
introduce him at a house of fashionable resort where ho 
would find a choice of beautiful girls and might pass his 
leisure hours agreeably. I accordingly called upon him at 
his mother’s. Lady Peterborough, in Dean Street, Soho, 
from whence I took him first to Mrs. Weston’s famous 
receptacle in Berkeley Row, whore having introduced 
him to the Lady Abbess and her Nuns / we next visited 
Mrs. Kelly and her bevy of beauties in Arlington Street. 
Here oven the cynical Mordaunt was obliged to confess the 
women were lovely, and ho made some efforts to say civil 
things to the girls, but his common address and manner 
was so morose and so unpleasant that the Cyprian lasses 
soon distinguished him by the appellation of the “ Surly 
Nabob.” 

. Mr. Strange ealled in St. Albans Street to inform mo of 
a serious misfortune that had happened. This was the 
total loss of the ship, General Barker, in which ho had re- 
turned from Madras, an account having just reached the 
India House of her liaving been blown from her anchors in 
the Downs during a heavy gale of wind in which she had 
drifted over to the coast of Holland, and was there wrecked, 
going entirely to pieces in two hours after she first struck, 
many of her crow being drowned, the rest saved by the 
extraordinary exertions of the Dutch pilots. Mr Strange 
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told me lie lifid lost evenihing, liin clot lies of oveiy sort and 
n large quantity of plinwls, kincobs, and muslins that cost 
him pome thousands of pounds. I consoled him at his 
having left the ship previous to the accident, which I under- 
ptood pomo of the passengers had not done. 

My father took a great liking to little Nabob, and, per- 
ceiving that he was of no upc to me, he proposed sending 
him to Fcbool to bo taught reading and writing, which he 
did, the boy making a rapid progress in both. At the ond 
of a few months ho expressed a great dcsiro to become a 
Christian. I therefore, after ho was duly instructed, caused 
him to be baptized at St. James's Church. 



CHAPTER XXI 


MARGATE, LOIOJOS', AND DEAYTOK 

I T now drawing towards the end of the month, London 
being both hot and dull, my brother ashed me to make an 
ezcurdon with him to one of the watering-places, to which 
I agreed, observing, however, it could not be until subse* 
qnent to the 28th, for which day I had invited a party to 
dinner at the Royal Hotel in Pall IJall. We accordingly 
met there, fifteen in number, the company consisting of 
Major Bourke, Mr. Touchet, Mx. Archibald Pazton, the 
snarler, Mordaunt, hir. Strange, his brother. Sir Thomas 
Strange, afterwards Chief Justice at hladras. Sir Thomas 
Pvumbold, Mr. Elphinstone, the India Director, Mr. Dallas, 
now Chief Justice of Chester, Mr. Holt, Sir. Wilberfoxce 
Bird, Messieurs William and Richard Burke, my brother, 
and myself. The master of the house furnished an admir- 
able ^ner and all the wines were of the best, nor did we 
spare them, some of the set remaining at the bottle until 
four in the morning. 

My brother and I had arranged everything for going to 
Margate on the 29th, but the overdose of champagne 
rendered me totally incapable of moving. I was half dead 
with headache and sickness at the stomach. This dinner 
cost me rather more than forty pounds. 

On the 30th, being somewhat recovered from my debauch, 
we set ofi after breakfast for Margate, which we reached 
the same evening, driving to Mitchiner’s, where we each 
got an excellent bedchamber and a very good sitting-room 
commanding a full view of the pier and roads with the shi- 
ning passing up and down. As I had previously dispatched 
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Froskini with my horses, wo rodo every morning to Dan- 
delion, Ramsgate, Dover, the Rcculvers, and aU the different 
charming rides with which the Isle of Thanct abounds. 
The rest of the morning we passed in lounging from library 
to library, billiard-table, and public rooms, in the evening 
the subscription assemblies, coffee-rooms, and theatre, the 
latter having a very tolerable set of actors, who were con- 
stantly repaid for their exertions to please by crowded 
audiences. 

At Margate I first became acquainted with Mr. Metcalfe, 
then a Captain, or young Major, in the East India Com- 
pany’s service, since become (especially in his own estima- 
tion) a prodigious great man, having for several years been 
a baronet, an M.P., and an India director. There I also 
first know a Mr. Anderson, f the Dragoons, a rattling 
pleasant fellow, and mth thes two gentlemen my brother 
and I spent much of our time. 

After we had been at Margate a fortnight, Mr. William 
Burke arrived, in order to cross from thence to Ostend on 
his way to India overland. Ho was accompanied by 
Mr. Richard Burke, junior, who had come to see the last of 
bis friend on British ground. Hearing wo were in the house, 
they joined us and we agreed to mess together during 
Mr. Burke’s stay, which would only be until a packet sailed 
for the French coast. Mr. Burke had come from Madras 
as the agent of the Rajah of Travancore, to endeavour to 
procure redress of grievances the Rajah suffered under, 
and, having proved successful, was now returning with the 
■ gratifying nows to Travancore. 

While wo were sitting at the window in momentary 
expectation of dinner being announced, a smart landau with 
four post-horses, drove up to the door, which Mr. Bimke 
immediately observed contained two lovely girls, with 
an old woman, and a child of twelve or thirteen, he 
having seen them changing horses at Canterbury. Upon 
their, alighting, I saw it was my Arlington Street friend, 

• Mrs. Kelly, and two of her nymphs. I therefore ran down 
to speak to them. Whilst so doing Mr. Burke joined us. 
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and calling mo aside he desired 1 would ask them to diue 
with us, a desire that somewhat st^rized me, as 1 imagined 
he would cautiously have avoided introducing such person- 
ages to his young friend, Richard, at that time a steady, 
reserved lad. As, however, I felt that was no business 
of mine I obeyed his wish and gave the invitation, which 
the old lady most graciously and willingly accepted. 

Upon Joining us Mrs, Kelly became very communicative, 
telling us she was on her way to Ostend to place her daughter 
(the yoimgest girl) in a convent there fcr education, and 
that the other two ladies had kindly consented to bear her 
company to France and back again. Upon enquiring of 
Mitchiner, we learned that an Ostend packet would sail at 
seven o’clock the following morning, that being the hour 
of high water. Mr. Burke and the ladies sent instantly to 
take a passage and secure the best cabins. 

At and after dinner our whole party made rather too free 
with the champagne, the effects of which were particularly 
conspicuous in my brother, for the wine being in and the 
wits out he was easily persuaded to consent to escort the 
ladies across the Chaimel and back, a piece of gallantry I 
most positively refused to accede to, protesting a voyage 
of nearly eighteen months had quite satisfied me, and 1 
certainly would have no more to do with salt water until 
returning to India. The girls, however, ceased not to im- 
portune me, declaring 1 must and should go, and that they 
would puH me out of bed and forcibly convey me on board. 
My brother was so drunk that at ten o’clock we were obliged 
to have him carried to bed. 

Before five o’clock in the monung one of the fraU sisters 
bounced into my room, awakening me out of a sound sleep, 
crying out that I must rise directly, the rest being nearly 
ready and my brother quite so, I renewed my assurances 
that my movement should not extend beyond the pier- 
head, to which I would go and see then set sail. I accord- 
ingly dressed, and going dovTistairs found my friends over 
an early breakfast. 

My brother had no recollection of the engagement he had 
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entered into the preceding night, but seemed not unwilling 
to fulfil it until he found me resolved not to make one, 
whereupon he likewise declined, joining, however, in the 
general upbroidings of mo for my fil-nature, though he after- 
wards expressed his satisfaction at my having prevented his 
taking the cruise. Mr. Burke complained of the wine 
having heated him. He appeared low and dejected, I be- 
lieve solely from being so soon to part from his favourite, 
Bichard. At half-past seven they cast off their fastenings 
to the shore, in a few minutes after which they were fairly 
out at sea, and in little more than an hour were hull down 
r unnin g at a great rate before a strong southerly wind. 
Upon their departure kir. Bichard Burke, junior, got into 
a post-chaise and set off for London. 

By noon my new acquaintances, Metcalfe, Anderson, 
and half a dozen fashionable coxcombs were with my brother 
and myself, making earnest enquiries after the divine girls 
they imderstood had arrived the evening before, seeming 
grievously disappointed when told the objects of their visit 
were by that time half seas over on their way to Ostend. 
I could not help giving Metcalfe a wipe for this lamentation, 
observing I should have thought he had enough to attend 
to at home. He at that time was the professed keeper of 
Mrs. Cuyler, a woman without pretension to maimers or 
beauty of face or person, and only an under-strapper upon 
the stage of one of the London theatres. With this woman, 
however, such as she was, Mr. Metcalfe appeared to be 
deeply enamoured, nightly exhibiting himself by her side 
in the front row of a balcony box. 

In the middle of August a report became current that 
our outward bound fleet of East and West Indiamen had 
fallen in with a squadron of French and Spanish ships of 
war, and that a great number were captured, but it gained 
no credit, and after two or three days died away. 

On the 4th of September my brother and I returned to 
London, where I had ^ot been six hours before the snarler, 
Mordaunt, heard of my being in town and came to St. Albans 
Street, if possible more discontented than ever. 
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bccamo ono of tho most dasliing buclm of tho metropolis 
and tho constant companion of tho Prince of Wales, His 
Royal Highness having long been intimate ■with his father, 
a man of convivial habits, who sang an excellent song, and 
was in every way calculated to please such a dissipated 
character as tho Prince then was. 

Ono of the first persons I saw at Carlyle House (the name 
Mrs. Comelys’s then went by) was my blackguard friend, 
Sam Rogers, who, coming to me, said aloud, “ Damn my 
eyes. Bill, but I’m glad I’ve met with you, for I wanted to 
tell you that my uncle has met with a man who has a ship 
just finished, which as ho has some pounds to fool away he 
had rather not command, at least, had rather not leave 
England so soon as she must. An exchange has therefore 
taken place. She is to be the Osterhy and I her commander, 
he taldng what whs to have been my ship next year, so 
stand by, my lad, to be at a launch in five or six weeks.” 
At the same place I likewise met James Grant, who made 
mo promise to accompany him to Drayton the next day. 
I did so, and was there first made acquainted with his 
brother, Peter. 

James hod with him at Dra3d;on a little woman whom he 
kept, and was fond of supposing he had debauched. She 
had a good voice, sung prettily, and knew something of 
music. Her proper name was Brown, she being daughter 
to an advertising tailor of that name upon Ludgate Hill. 
She had at least the merit of constantly keeping the interest 
of her father in view, by recommending all Mr. Grant’s 
friends to employ him in his business. This cost me some 
pounds, as I was obliged to get three or four suits of clothes 
made by him, which were so badly executed I never could 
wear them and they were altered to fit my little Bengally. 

I had not been more than an hour at DraytoYi when 
Emily’s lad (the junior groom) brought me a letter from 
her, enclosing one written by Robert as a prisoner at Madrid, 
in which he said that after tho fleet had been three weeks 
at sea in hourly expectation of making the Island of liladcira 
they saw four strange sail in different directions, two being 
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upon the lee quarter, and two to windward. In half an hour 
after seeing the above four, two others were discovered right 
ahead. A line-of-battle ship that was the convoy thereupon 
made the signal to prepare for action, in consequence of 
which a smart post-chaise, a curricle, and gig of his, also 
some handsome mahogany furniture stowed between dechs, 
were upon the above signal to clear ship all thrown over- 
board. The man-of-war then hailed the different Indiamen 
to say he thought the strange vessels were detached frigates 
belonging to a fleet of the enemy, and, if so, more of them 
v/ould soon appear, in which case he would hoist a Union 
flag at the main top-gallant mast-head, and upon seeing 
that flying every ship must do the best to escape, both East 
and West Indiamen. Thus they run on until about an hour 
before sunset, when seeing the Union hoisted they dispersed, 
his ship carrying a press of sail all night, but at daybreak 
had the mortification to see tv/o Spanish eighty-gun ships 
within two miles of them, to one of which they were soon 
afterv/ards compelled to strike. While the enemy were 
taking possession they had the further humiliation of he 
holding several other of their companions in the like pre- 
dicament with themselves. 

Robert (I think) stated that six East Indiamen and a 
great number of West Indiamen were captured, the enemy 
consisting of upwards of twenty sail of large ships, Spaniards 
and French ; that the ship he was in being prize to 
a Spaniard he was taken into Cadiz, where all the prisoners, 
male and female, were treated v/ith the greatest respect 
and kindness, all being at liberty upon paroh ; that be 
availed himself of that opportunity to see more of so famous 
a part of Europe and, having obtained permission, pro- 
ceeded to Madrid, where he met with equal attention, 
especially from the Donnas, who, if they had a fault, it 
was overwhelming him with love ; that as he found from 
the liberality of the people there was no want of cash, and 
that he could get as much as he thought proper for his 
bills upon England he should bo in no hurry to leave bo 
inviting and charming a country, which he must in common 
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juptico pronounco n |)crfcct PArndiFo ! By Emily’s lottor 
1 could porccivo sho did not nt nil liko tho rnpiurouB stylo 
in which Boljcrt spoke of tho Spanish ladies. 

During my st-ay nt Draj-ton, n female servant who had 
the enre of tho poultry’ one morning enmo into tho room 
where we were sitting nt breakfast, apparently in great 
anger. Taking from her apron what I imagined were four 
fine eggs, she laid them upon tho table, violently exclaiming, 
"If that euiTcd Juno is FufTcred to range wherever she pleases 
there will not be an egg left for the use of the family.” While 
she was sp<':iking I had taken up one of tho eggs, which I 
found to Ixj an empty shell. Upon expressing my surprize 
what could have occasioned it, thero being no crack or mark 
that I saw, she petulnntl 3 ’ said, “ What could occasion it ? 
Whj", that cursed brute Juno, to bo sure, who sucks them 
nil, and mj* master thero allows of it.” To this I replied, 
“ It was impossible n dog could get the contents without 
injuring tho shells, ever^’ one of which seemed to bo per- 
fect.” " Aye, so thej' are, perfcctlj’ empty.” Thb wit of 
the maid’s catiscd a laugh. Grant then taking up one of 
the shells showed me at tho end n bole so small that I could 
scarce perceive it, appearing a.s if made by the point of a 
pin, but through which, small ns it was, the animal, be 
assured mo, had sucked out tho contents. I should have 
observed that Juno was one of tho largest greyhounds I over 
beheld. This appeared to mo so improbable I could not 
help expressing my belief that some two-legged hounds 
must bo aiding and assisting. Grant assured me it was a 
fact within his knowledge. " However,” said ho, “you 
shall have ocular demonstration.” Ho sent for an egg, 
wliich lajnng upon tho carpet, ho called Juno, and desired 
her to take it. Tho servant thereupon with much wrath 
said, “ Ah, you thief, if you offer to touch it I’ll cut your 
heart out,” a threat that had full effect upon Juno, who did 
not venture near tho egg until patted and encouraged by 
her master, when sho squatted down, extending her foro 
paws, bctw'ccn which sho dexterously fixed tho egg, and 
putting her mouth to it in three or four minutes it was as 
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enptfsd of its coritests as either of the fotrr the 
E^id brotrght in. Cextaiclj if I had not been an eje- 
Tdtness of this fact I eonli not have thought it possTDle. 

Ths 7th (of September} I retnmsd to tovm, being en- 
gaged to dins vdth I-Iafor ilstcalfe on the Sth at his home 
in SnSoIk Street, inddlssez KospitaL At this party I 
Lord Fieldlngj eldest son to the Eari of Denbigh ; General 
Smith, of "horn I have before spoken relative to diesci at 
the Island of St. Helena ; the General's son, a fne vonng 
man in app-earanoe, ~ho had, I kno~ not vrhv, been nick- 
named Tippco ; l-fr. Devajnes, the India Director; Cf 
tain Dcnglas, —ho commanded the ship Oaeen, and some 
others —hose names I do not recollect. We Lad a very 
jolly set, and as I — a= in those cays a great promoter of 
hilarity I invited ali that remained to a iate hour at table, 
h-eing those above speoided, to dine vith me that day vec-k 
at the Hoyal Hotel in PaH JIall. This they agreed to do. 
I added to the nnmher, llr. Paxton, the discontented I-Ior- 
dannt, and my brother, vho vhen the day arrived vras so 
mnch indisposed that he —as TmvdiL'ngly obliged to give np 
the pleasnre of joining ns. 'We had, as nsnal, a hard batch 
at drinking and —ere very merry, keeping it np nnti! an 
early Lonr of the morrung. 

I'ly brother, vho never shtmned a jovial set himself, took 
it into his head to tax me vith being the instigator of his 
committing Under this idea, certainly an nrijnst 

cme as to me, he, more than once, vhen — e — c-re engaged 
to great tavern parties, has said to me, “ Vr'illiam, this mnst 
from some of the names I see in the list, b-e a sad debanc-h 
—inch in pmdence vre had better avoid. Let yon and I 
therefore get cnt of the — ay of temptation, movnt onr 
horses and ride gently to Bfcbmond. Brentford Ait, or any 
ether place vdthin ten miles of London that yon prefer, 
—here —3 might take a qniet dinner, a nint of port each, and 
jog soberly home in the evc-rJng." To so steady a plan, 
— hich I really liked, I readily eon.-ented. The event, ho— - 
ever, never ans— ered : entirely the reverse. The 5rst 
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my telling him how I wns circumstnnccd, desiring Emily to 
give him tip to mo for n few hours and she good-humouredly 
complying, he promised to join mj' party in Pall lilall, with 
every one of whom he was well acquainted. I endeavoured 
to prevail upon Emily to accompany him, which she would 
not hear of, observing one woman amongst such a party 
of riotous men would only be an ofTcnsivo intruder, nor 
should she herself like it. I went to Cork Street with them, 
at Robert’s request, sending for Freskini and my clothes. 

At five o’clock Robert and I drove to St. Albans Street, 
where, after stopping to toko in my brother, we proeecded 
to the hotel. I made a point of alwaj’s asking my father 
to be of my parties, which he declined, okserving his race 
was alrcad}' run, that though he believed no man ever lived 
more freely than he had done, both his age and his inclina- 
tion concurred to make him now avoid excess. He there- 
fore felt he should contribute nothing by his presence 
amongst such jolly fellows and desired to bo excused. 

We had in the opinion of all but Robert, an excellent 
dinner, he alone pronouncing it execrable, saying, “ Let mo 
give you a dinner at Ijc Tcllior’s, and I’ll show you bow a 
table ought to bo covered to deserve commendation.” AH 
readily eonsented to indulge him. Five days afterwards 
wo partook of his catering, when certainly there was a more 
showy and far more expensive, but as I thought, not a bit 
better dinner as to the materials than mine. 

General Smith, Mr. Devaynes, and a few others of the 
graver sort, having departed, Robert called for pen, ink, 
and paper, and wrote down the following names : Mr. Roe 
Yoe (M.P. for Coventry), Lord Fielding, Wilberforce Bird 
(of Wood Street), Lord Peterborough, Smith (Tippoo), 
Henry Mordaunt, Joseph Bird, William (now Sir William) 
Curtis, James Curtis, his brother. Messieurs Marjoribanks 
and Lovelace, senior, of the Guards, Captain Belford of the 
Horse Guards, Harvey Coombo (now one of the Members foi 
the City of London), Lovelace, junior, Tom Vaughan (the 
author), Arthur Sbakespear, Captain Sutton, young Hor- 
ncck (of the Guards), William Hickey, and Robert Pott. 
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“ And now,” said ho, ** let these twenty dine together twice 
a week during the winter, each person ordering a dinner 
at which he is to preside, at whatever tavern he pleases 
vidthin London or Westminster, and, when the whole list 
has gone through, finally to fix at whatever house a majority 
of the members should pronounce to have been found the 
best.” 

The rules or regulations proposed were simple and few 
in number, the charge per head for the dinner to be left 
entirely to the discretion of the master of the house ; the 
dinner to consist of every article procurable, whether in or 
out of season ; any member absenting himseU from the 
meetings, no matter what the cause thereof, to forfeit one 
guinea for each and every time he was so absent ; the Presi- 
dent for the day to discharge the bill, and to collect by 
himself or his own servants the proportion due from each 
member ; the proprietor of the house to send in his bill by 
one o’clock of the day next after that of the diimer to the 
residence of the President. 

This plan being unanimously approved, was immediately 
adopted, and Pott being requested to commence by taking 
the first chair, I attended him to his favourite place, Lo 
Tellier’s, in Dover Street, to order the dinner. He told the 
landlord the nature of the meeting, concluding thus, ” From 
the experience I have had of your abilities and the superior 
excellence of your cookery, I have no doubt if you exert 
yourself we shall finally establish ourselves at your house, 
and it will, I conceive, bo well worth your while to endeavour 
to attract as constant customers twenty gentlemen who are 
indifferent about the expence, and being lovers of the bottle 
will consume a handsome allowance of wine, in which, as 
I understand, the chief advantage to you tavern keepers 
arises.” The landlord assured Pott he would take special 
care to have the table supplied with the very best pro- 
visions, and, with respect to wines of every sort, he could 
venture to defy all England to supply better than his 
cellars wore stored with. 

Several of the members being about to leave town for 
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ft fow dnys tho first dinner was ordered for tho 2nd of 
Oclol)cr, on which day seventeen of tis met, tlio older Curtis 
being prevented from attending by illness, Lord Peterborough 
and Homeck being both upon the Continent. Tho landlord 
kept Iiis faith with us, every person present agreeing in 
opinion that a better dinner could not be, and that all tho 
wines were fair, the claret particularly good. Upon this 
general approbation, Ulordaunt proposed no further trials, 
and that we should at once establish tho club where wo had 
commenced so well. This being put to the vote, a majority 
were for adhering to tho original plan, though it was ob- 
served that in all probabiHty several of the members would 
have the dinner at Le Tcllier’s. Lord Fielding, requesting 
leave to be tho next president, said he intended to try 
Hunt of tho St-ar and Garter in Pall Mall, whore, if ho was 
not greatly mistaken, wo should bo as well treated in every 
respect as on that day. Tho fact is, any set of gentlemen 
acting upon tho principle wo did must bo served in the best 
possible maimer, nor could there bo any material difTcrcnce 
between tho taverns of repute. 
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A BCOCK no“ became tronblesomelj impcrtmiate rsHpect- 
-0_ ing his demand upon i£r. Paternon, ~hom be spoke 
of as being at Mde-and-seebj nor conld he diso-orer anj 
fixed place of reeidsnce that he had- He said he had 
t-jfice met him accidentally in the CitTy at both vrhic-b 
times he pneraricated and shnSed in attempting to state 
his present and futnrs prospects. I ovrn I thought it rather 
extraordinary, considering the natme and extent of the 
faronrs I h^ conferred upon this said Hr. Paterson, that 
he should never once have caEed upon me since his arrival 
in England, nor Tnitten a single line, or in any manner 
"B-hatever, directly or indirectly, achnoTrledged a sense of 
gratitude for the ohiigations he must have felt he lay xmder 
to me, nor has he to the present day ever done so. 

This gentleman in a year or trB-o after his return from the 
Cape of Good Hope got a commission in a nev regiment 
raised by Colonel Fullarton from his otm tenants in Scot- 
land, the Colonel having a knotrledge of and regard for his 
(Paterson’s) family. With this regiment Paterson vent 
abroad to Hctt South Wales or Botany Bay, as it vas then 
called, -where hi due course be rose to the rank of major, 
and subsequently became lieutenant-Gcvemor of the 
Settlement, -which pc^, I beEeve, he still continues to hold, 
or did so vc-rv latciv- 

I assured .Adcock that his money vras in no danger, and 
bo would ultimately receive the uttermost farthmg 'with 
interest to the day of jjayment, but that he must have 
patie-uce. Lady Strathmore being then in Scotland and likely 
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lo rrm^Jn thfrv rMiip nif>nth» lonpT. NnSwith'-t.fituljnRtlirw 
min" rAtiHinn'^l ntvl liy tny 

ftiVUrr, vrhrt r.K-rT’ ^h^n nRor- pjwkf» to him upon th*’ nii»joct, 
nntl {»>!(! him no crr-rfirr mr.vurr« rotiiil Ik* rr^oriotl to 
until h^-r LvljThipV rrturn, Im con!inu»'tl tlnily (onnontinp 
m" with hsK fupplir.i'ionn for pnymrnt, nnJ 1 wnn wmh'r 
ihr nrw'viiy ni hvsl of t^flHnp him ho trn.i injpiitlcntly intni- 
rirr. Thi*, hnTrT%*rr, hfi<l no Hr j^rovraKl in hw 

rif itA rvrry tiny ; tho Iv t two or thro" timtvi tlmt I Kiw him 
in tho h^U Imvinp nnothor man with him. Upon findin}* 
rurh clrt/nrmii:otl ini'olonoo, I p.avo tho prnmntA onluni in 
hi' and hi" ronjp.iniojiV Ijo.nrinp never in fulurt? to allow 
him t<i come within the door. 

Aft/-r thir 1 liraitl no more of him for tipwnnht of n week, 
wlif-n one afternoon jur t a.*i I ww. stepping into n conch to 
go to mir club dinner n decent -looking man addrx^wd me, 
Inking off hie hnt and vrrj* rr."j>eet fully begging to ajK-rik to 
me in jirivnte. I ati."wer\-d that being •alrc.'idy Into I could 
not then atop, hut rhould bo plnd to r-ee him at any hour 
mt>>t ronvenient to himwlf the following morning. Ho 
civilly ohr'er^*c<l hia but-inefv! was of puch a nature it could 
not l>e postponed. f?uq)rirx*<l at thin urgency, or whnt it 
could ariae from, I rx-tunied with him into the hnll, wlicn he 
took from hw pocket a iJn|MT which he nnid was a warrant 
ujKjn a writ h-suwl agaimd me by one .Tninea .Adcock, and that 
he had taken the lilx*rty of requesting I would go into the 
hoxuv? again in orxler to avoid executing it in the public 
Ftrt*et. My father, forttnmtoly for ino, Iwing at homo in- 
ntantly undertook to hail the action to the plicrifT, which 
the bailifi K-ing jKrrfectly aatisfied with, I wn« allowed to 
proceed, presenting the man with a couple of guinena for 
hb: marked attention and politeness, I then got into the 
carriage and drove off. 

It ia rather cx'raordinary that I who, throughout my 
life had Ix'en beyond measure extravagant and thoughtless, 
incurring debts to a considerable extent in every direction, 
should never, except in the above instance, have boon 
arrested, ami this once for the debt of another person, in 
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which transaction I had not derived the smallest advantage 
nor had personally anything to do with it. This reflection 
was exceedingly mortifying. 

Adcoek having iniquitously obtained a judgment against 
mo, my father informed mo the amount of debt and costa 
must bo paid within a certain period. This I told him I could 
not do without discounting one of my bills at a groat loss. 
My brother therefore called upon the plaintiff’s attorney to 
ask a month’s time, which he without scruple consented to 
give, but being a pettifogging blackguard he chose afterwards 
to deny having given any such promise, and the moment 
ho was entitled so to do, issued an execution upon the 
judgment, Adcock attending the bailiff who had the 
writ of Capias ad satisfaciendum^ in order to point mo out 
to him. They went together for the purpose to St. Albans 
Street, where it was supposed I should bo found. Adcock 
showing the house to the bailiff, ho knocked at the door 
and enquired for mo. The servant answered I was out of. 
town ho know not where, nor when I should return. 

The bailiff joined his employer to communicate this 
information, and they thereupon adjourned to an ale house 
in the neighbourhood, from whence Adcock sent a person 
to call the servant, w'ho directly obeyed the summons. 
Being asked where I was, ho answered that ho did not 
know, nor when I should bo at homo. Adcock then offered 
him a guinea if ho would toll whore I might be found, which 
the servant indignantly spumed at, calling him an ungrate- 
ful villain whom, if ho would engage not to take the law, ho 
would thrash although twice his size end strength. Adcock 
not choosing to accept the challenge, the servant left him 
and immediately mentioned what had occurred to his 
follow-servants in the kitchen, whore Nabob being present 
and hearing it, without saying a word to anyone, ran over 
to the public-house to Adcock, to whom ho said ho know 
whore I was. “ Do you so,” answered Adcock, “ and pray 
whore is he 7 ” “ With a lady in Seymour Street,” said the 
boy. ” If you please I’ll go with you and show you the 
house.” “ And pray,” asked Adcock, “ do you loiow what 
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I %mni with your mnslor ? ” ** Ob, yes,” replied he, ” Jfr. 
Gihiion (the nnmo of niy fafbcr’o Bor\'nnt) told ue nil in ibe 
hit cbm you would pond Ivim to pricon becaueo ho would not 
give you money.” 

Adcocl:, ill ns ho hnd himpolf behoved to mo, woo shocked 
nt Fuch boFc ond imfcoUnp conduct in tlio little urchin, 
knowing nr. he did full well, the extroordinory ond uniform 
kindnerp with which ho hnd been f ronted by me during the 
voynpo, nnd which hnd been continued by every one of 
my fnmily pinco 1 Imd renched Englnnd. So greatly did ho 
feel it that ho nclunlly gnvc the boy some Bmnrt> boxes on 
the, cheek nnd kicked him out of the house. Not Baiisfied 
with that, ho went in person to my fathcr’e, nnd knocking 
nt the door, dopired to bco the houBokcepor (Molly Jones), 
to whom he related the circumstance, adding, “ I declare 
to you, Mro. Jones, that this black rnsenrs scandalous in- 
gratitude townrdn cuch n master ns Mr. Hickey has bo con- 
founded me that I could not avail myself of his infomous 
offer.” 

Molly Jones instantly dispatched one of the mon-Borvnnts 
to tell mo that Adcock, accompanied by a sheriil’s ofBcer, had 
boon looking after me. Upon receiving which information 
I immediately went into tho City, got the requieito sum, 
which a clerk of ray father’s carried and paid to tho plain- 
tiff’s attorney, who gave a releaBO to tho actioil. I knew 
nothing of Nnbob’s tronchory and baBoncES until upon tho 
ovo of leaving Englnnd, when Molly Jones desired I would 
bo upon my guard and not place any conddonco in Nabob, 
and her reasons for giving mo tho caution. Upon my return 
to Bengal I had another strong proof of his total want of 
gratitude or attachment to mo, which I shall in its proper 
place notice. 

On tho 4th of October I wont to tho launch of tho TTarren. 
Hastings, Enst Indiaman, having received an invitation 
thereto from tho senior Mr. Larldns, who was principal and 
managing owner. She was to bo commanded by that 
gentleman’s third son, my friend and Nassau shipmate, 
John Pascal Larkins. Wo bad a handsomo cold coUatioiv 
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not onfiroly fitrippcd of its tiles or slnlcs, tlio church was 
malerially injured and every ■window demolished. Several 
perpons, besides a quantity of cattle, wore struck dead by 
(he lightning. Some months afterwards wo heard that on 
the very same day and hour an equally fatal hurricane 
arose in the West Indies, wherein the Stirling Castle and 
Thunderer, two fine seventy-four gun ships, \rith two large 
frigates (hat were in company, wont to the bottom and 
ever}’ soul on boanl all four ahips perished. 

In (bo middle of October, Bob Pott proposed that Emily, 
he, and I should run down to Bath for a fortnight, to which 
I had no other objection than the possibility of it-s inter- 
fering with the bu.sineps of the Bengal petition. Parliament 
being prorogued to the Ist of November. I therefore went 
to the agents, Jlcs.'^icurs Irvine and Touchet, who said the 
House would onlj* meet on the Ist to adjourn to a future 
day, and bc 3 'ond a doubt no business would be done. Upon 
this assurance I made ono of the Bath party, spending 
fourteen days very agreeably in that gay city. 

Upon returning to town I found several letters, the first 
I opened being from Alderman Woolridge, containing an 
in'vitation for mo to become his guest at the approaching 
feast at Guildhall on the 0th of November, the day upon 
which the mayoralty of Sir Watldn Lew'cs conunenced, and 
ns the luiight was a professed patriot all the members of 
opposition and liberty champions wore to be present. Never 
having been at one of those entertainments I was glad to avail 
myself of the opportunity by accepting the alderman’s offer. 

I likewise found a card &om hir. Paxton, asking me to 
dine with him on the 3rd of the same month in Buckingham 
Street. Tliis was the very day I returned from Bath. I 
accordingly wont and met a very jo'vial party. He treated 
us with some of the most exquisite burgundy I ever tasted, 
the flavour of which Sir James Douglas, a veteran admiral, 
seemed to smack his lips at and enjoy equal to any of the 
young people. Daring this dinner our mirth received a 
check by accounts coming in of the melancholy and lamented 
death of Major Andr4, a rising and very promising officer 
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•who, ha'Ting accepted the dangerous office of entering the 
enemy’s camp in disguise in America, -was discovered and 
hung as a spy. His conduct -was so manly and firm at the 
time of his execution as to excite the pity and the tears 
oven of the Americans themselves "who witnessed his last 
moments. 

My father hearing me talking to my brother about another 
party I proposed ha-ving at the hotel in Pall Mall, expressed 
his surprize that I should unnecessarily incur a heavy 
qjcpenco by giving dinners at those extravagant houses when 
I might have the use of his, •with that of his servants, which 
would save me two-thirds of the expence, and bo at least 
as comfortable, if not more so, than a tavern or hotel. “ In 
making this offer,” continued my father, “ do not imagine, 
young man, that I intend to supply your dissipated com- 
panions with my wines ; at least, ■with claret and madcira 
you must furnish yourself.” I gladly availed myself of 
my father’s offer for, independent of the comforts I know 
would attend adopting it, my sister Mary had great taste in 
the arrangements of dinners, nor was old Molly Jones at 
all inferior. As to -wines I could confidently rely upon 
Mr. Paxton. All I had to attend to was taking care that my 
parties never should clash with those of my sister, of which 
she generally had one a week, consisting of what, in the 
language of the day, wore called “fine people,” especially as 
to the men. 

The first party I had in St. Albans Street proved the just- 
ness of my father’s remark, for it did not cost me near half 
of what I had been charged for a larger company at the 
-hotel and was beyond comparison better, my guests all 
declaring they never had seen a more elegant or a better 
dinner, nor better served in every respect. The excellent 
quality of the wines too called forth the highest praise and 
approbation. For that I was indebted, as I have before 
mentioned, to Mr. Paxton, who always made one of my 
party. He constantly took as large a share of claret as 
anyone at table, and when his head was affected by excess 
ti-td to v/hisper in ray ear how much he liked me, that I 
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was a noble follow and always should have the best wine his 
cellars afforded, a promise he most strictly kept. 

I always was ambitious of sitting out every man at the 
table where I presided, which by a little management I 
generally accomplished. By eating sparingly of some one 
plain dish, avoiding malt liquor, and desiring the servants 
to take away my glass after a hob-nob the moment I put 
it down, I was the better enabled to do the duty of presi- 
dent when the cloth was removed, from which moment 
I never flinched, and contrived to send my guests away 
quite happy and contented: When, as was sometimes the 
case, I felt the wine disposed to revolt, chewing two or three 
French olives without swallowing the pulp would relieve 
and enable mo to get down half a dozen more glasses. By 
these little fair manoeuvres I established the character of 
being a capital host. 

The 9th being the Lord Mayor’s day, I arrayed myself 
in my full suit of velvet. Alderman Woolridge called at 
my father’s and conveyed me in his chariot to the Guild- 
hall at half-past fomr o’clock, about an hour after which 
the procession arrived from Westminster. At six we sat 
down to a profusion of turtle and venison, followed by all 
the etceteras of French cookery, with splendid dessert of 
pines, grapes, and other fruits. I was seated between Mrs. 
Healy, sister to Wilkes, and Lord Lewisham, eldest son of 
the Earl of Dartmouth. Mrs. Healy almost enveloped me 
in her immense hoop, but was vastly attentive to me, whom 
she perceived to be a stranger, ordering one of her servants 
to wait upon me, and naming to me the different persons 
who sat at the same table, amongst whom were most of the 
great 'officers of state, the Lord Chancellor, Judges, and 
Master of the Bolls. 

The heat from the crowd assembled and the immense 
number of lights was disagreeable to all ; to many quite 
oppressive and distressing. The Lord Mayor’s table at which 
I was, and nearly opposite his Lordship, was less so than 
other parts of the hall from being considerably elevated 
above the rest. 
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Tho Trines vroro excellent and the dinner the enmo, served 
too \rith os much rognlority and decorum as if \to had been 
in a private house, but far difTcrent vros tho scone in tho 
body of tho hall, where in five minutes after tho guests took 
their stations at tho tables tho dishes wore entirely cleared 
of their contents, twenty hands seizing tho same joint or 
bird and literally tearing it to pieces. A more determined 
scramble could not bo, tho roaring and noiso was deafening 
and hideous, which incroased as tho liquor operated, bottles 
and glasses flying across from side to side without inter- 
mission. Such a bear garden aJtogother I never behold, 
except ray first visit to Wbthorby’s which it brought very 
forcibly to my recollection. 

This • abominable and disgusting scono continued till 
near ton o’clock, when tho Lord Mayor, sheriffs, tho nobility, 
&o., adjourned to tho baU and card rooms and tho dancing 
commenced. Hero tho boat was no way inferior to that of 
tho hall and tho crowd so great there was scarce a possi- 
bility of moving. Rejoiced thoroforo was I upon Alderman 
Woolridgo’s saying ho would take mo homo whenever I 
Tvished it. I eagerly answered, "This moment, if you 
please.” Ho therefore took mo through some private 
apartments and down a flight of stairs to a door opening 
into a back lano, where his carriage was ready, into which 
wo stepped without tho smallest difficulty or impediment 
and were driven home. Completely exhausted, I retired to 
bed, porfcctlj' satisfied ^rith having once partaken of a 
Lonl Mayor of London’s feast. 

Our club went on well, nothing over occurring to interrupt 
tho harmonj’ of it except now and then some expressions 
of displeasure at tho unprovoked snarling of the discon- 
tented Mordaunt, at which tho majority always laughed, 
which seemed to mortify him more than complaining of 
or finding fault with his raoroseness. 

The 17th of November I received notice from Messieurs 
Irvine and Touchet that tho petition was to Ijo presented to 
tlse Hou.'O of Commons on the 23rd, upon wdiich day they 
requested my attendance and my companj' to dine with 
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them afterwards at the British coffee-house. I accordingly 
wont on the day appointed to Westminster, Mr. Burke tak^g 
mo in hand, by which I got a voiy good place in the 
gallery and was much entertained for two hours listening to 
the different speakers. The petition being received and 
read was, ordered to lie on the table, the member who pre- 
sented it observing ho should on a subsequent day move 
that a committee be appointed to take it into consideration 
and report thereon. 

In the regular course of business the petition was referred 
to a committee. General Smith being the chairman of it. 
Amongst the other members were Mr. Burke, Sir Gilbert 
Elliot, now liOrd Minto, Mir. Long, and (on account of his 
uncommon parsimony) the much talked-of Mr. Elwes. 
From the time of their first meeting I was obliged to attend 
daily in the committee room, and I underwent a very long 
examination relative to the practice of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature and the general line adopted by the judges 
thereof in their official capacities. 

Whilst this matter was under investigation Mr. Richard 
Barwell arrived in England from Bengal, with a fortune, 
according to common report, of upwards of four hundred 
thousand pounds sterling. In a very few days after this 
gentleman reached England he became a candidate for a 
seat in Parliament. He likewise purchased the extensive 
and valuable estate of the then late Earl of Halifax situate 
at Stanstead in the county of Sussex. His first habitation 
in London was in a house belonging to an old maiden sister. 
Miss Mary Barwell, of whom I have already spoken, in 
Great Ormond Street, Bloomsbury. 

It having been suggested to the committee that in all 
probability much important information might be gained 
by examining Mr. Barwell, especially respecting the impedi- 
ments that had been thrown in the way of Colonel Watson 
in the carrying into execution his plan of constructing wet 
and dry docks in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, by which 
impediments and interruption the nation, as well as the 
individual promoter of the work, had sustained a great and 
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niitinonf, -vln'nMjjjon ho piiid he hfid r-ecJi liin ninstor about 
fin !i(uir before ! " Where ! ” At* homo in his own house, 
where lie wop when he left jt ! 

A bunt of indignation buret out from tho whole com- 
mittee, nnd one of tl'.e nembore proposed that the fellow 
be diieetly rnmmittod to Newgate. Tho room was there- 
upon ordered to be cleared, and nil strangcra to withdraw. 
Vi’e in conrequcnce went into nn adjoining apartment, tho 
inrolent rervant being taken into custody by the mossongors. 
While in this chamber, I asked him what could have in- 
duced him po far to forgot himself ns to behave in so dis- 
rcnpc-etful and unwarrantable n manner to a committee of 
the House of Commons, by which ho had got himself into a 
most serious scrape, nnd would bo voiy’ severely punished. 
The man looked very’ foolLsb, simply replying, “ It was 
hanl upon him who was no way in fault, having only 
fibeyed his master’s orders who had directed him to give 
.fiuch answers." 

In abotit an hour we were readmitted, when wo found the 
clerk making out a fresh summons for lilr. Barwell, which 
was delivered to a messenger with orders to take a suilicicnt 
numl>er of persons with him to search cveiy room in tho 
house, and upon discovering Mr. Barwell, without per- 
mitting a moment’s delay, bring him before them. In a 
little more than an hour tho messenger returned with tho 
object of his search. Upon being brought into tho com- 
mittee, one of tho gentlemen asked him whether or not 
ho had received unj' summons from that House. Ho 
answered he had. “ How many ? ” Altogether three 1 
and his reason for not obeying them was . . . Here ho 
was prevented from proceeding by tho chairman’s hastily 
saying, “ Stop ! not a word more, but ■H'ithdraw.” The 
room was again cleared, and wo kept out half an hour, 
during which wo could hear tho voices of the members in 
loud debate. 

Tho doors being onoo more opened, Mr. Barwell was placed 
at tho end of tho table, when the chairman ((xeneral Smith) 
addressed him to tho following effect : “ Mr. Richard 
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BarrsTH, vou have bohared in a manner that calls 

for the highest degree o£ rcpreher^sioa I Your daring to 

treat a committee of the Honse of Coininon5 vdth contumely 

reSects dirgracc upon the person so Bctin^^ and it is the more 

extrsordinaij that yon ehonld prerame to do so at the rery 

time yon arc yourself a candidate for becoming a member 

of that House you are thus indecently insulting. This 

committee feel vith the utmost surprize and indignation 

your ungontlemanlihe conduct, a conduct that imperiously 

demands the severest censure, and I am directed to inform 

you that nothing prevents the committee from representing 

your contemptuous and disgraceful behaviour torrards 

them to the House, but an untriliingness to break in upon 

the very serious and important avocations in vrhich they 

fcnov that House to be novr engaged. I am fmthcr directed 

to tell you that the uncommon insolence and shameless 

prevarication of your servant has not passed unobserved 

by this committee, an insolence that should not remain 

unnunished did not the committee feel convinced that no 
* 

man in the Iott station that person is vould have dared to 
betrav the impertinence he has unless he had been en- 
couraged and instructed so to do by hi? master. Withdratr.” 

The- humbled and mortified nabob began a speech ■srith, 
'* I beg leave to a'sure this honourable committee . . 

“ Vrithdra’v ! ” haughtily said the chairman. “Not a 
word more. Withdraw ! ” accompanying hi* imprcricus 
order vdth a contemptuous motion of Iiis hand tovari? the 
d'X'r, Trhercur/or. the mcssc-nrers and attendants forced 
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The morliricnfion of Iho nabob ilid not end with the repri- 
mand, for after being kept (hrec hours waiting in the ante- 
chamber, ho was disniij^sed with an order, delivered to him 
1)3' a mcK^enger, on hia peril not to fail attending tho next 
morning at ten o’clock, and thus was ho treated for three 
FUcceeding da5'F. 

^^’hcn at lost called into the committee room to bo 
examined, Mr. Bam'cll Fccmcd disposed, IU:c his servant, to 
1)0 sauc}' and give himself airs, affecting not to understand 
the questions put to him, and when repeated, sometimes 
more than once, giving evasive answers, lifr. Burke, who 
had undertaken tho examination, with perfect coolness 
though blended with a commanding countonanco and 
manner, said, “What your object is in such conduct, 
Mr. Banvell, I acknowledge m3'Folf quite at a loss to sa}'. 
Probabl3' 3'ou Fcnrcel3' know it yourself. I, however, ta.ke 
tho libcrt.3’ of assuring 3'ou it will not nn.swer your purpose 
whatever that may bo. If 3'ou expect to weary mo or ex- 
haust m3' patience or that of the honourablo members 
constituting this committee, I can with conGdcncc assert 
you irill fail and have egregiously mistaken the characters 
of tho-se 3'OU are now before, and likewise that you know me 
not / (With strong and marked emphasis.) Answers ! 
intelligible and direct answers to such questions ns I deem 
necessary and proper to put, I must anduill have ero I have 
done with 3'ou. I therefore conceive it uill tend to your 
own case, and that it will bo prudent in you to drop tho 
puerile and silty behaviour (to uso no hnrshor epithets) you 
iiavc hitherto adopted.” Mr. Barwcll felt tho full force 
of the rebuke, followed Mr. Burko’s advice, and from that 
moment gave his evidence distinctly and without hesita- 
tion or evasion. 

A few days after tins scone had occurred to tho nabob, 
I accompanied Mordaunt to dinner in Ormond Street, where 
I mot with tho highest degree of ostentatious parade. 
Dinner being announced ready wo proceeded to tho dining 
parlour, wherein stood a table sumptuously filled with every 
kind of rarity in food, and eighteen covers laid, although 
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the party consisted of no more than six. We had three 
regnlar comses besides dessert, the whole served upon plate. 
We were attended by two men, ont of, and four in, livery, 
everything else being correspondent. This I undeisto^ 
was the daily cnstom without any special order being given. 
For so expensive and nnnsnal a practice Mr. BarweH was 
pleased to give the following reason to me : “I have two 
brothers who are authorized to consider this house as their 
own. They therefore not only come themselves to dinner 
whenever it suits their convenience or pleasure, but fre- 
quently bring with them three or four guests. I, too,” said 
he, “ sometimes in my morning rambles pick up a friend or 
two who are kind enough to accept of a short invitation 
and come home with me. Thus our parties varying almost 
every day, I considered it the best plan to order a table 
constantly to be arranged for eighteen.” 



CHAPTER XXIII 


viTH non roTT and others 

O N the nj)proach of Chriptmnfl, Pnrlinmcnt ndjourued 
over (he IjolidftjT. I therefore took that opportunity to 
visit Mrs. Foirest, the AdmirAps widow, nt her beautiful 
PCAt at Binficld in Uorkshiro. Upon my reaching tho place 
I was concerned to r-ec that it won fast falling into decay from 
want of timely and (rifling repaire, tho poor woman’s means 
being too scanty to allow of her paying bricklayers and 
carpenters. Mra. Forrest’s mode of life was prcciselj' tho 
same as when I had last seen her. Wliimsical in every re- 
spect in the extreme, she seemed to mnko it a rule always to 
act unlike everybody else. Thus sho reversed tho ordinary 
custom by sitting up tho whole of tho night and laying in 
bed during tho day. 

Our meeting was, ns I expected it would bo, very distress- 
ing to us both, tho sight of me bringing most forcibly to 
Mrs. Forrc.st’s mcraorj’’ her then recently deceased and 
lamented son, TJiomas, who died of tho wound ho received 
at the first relief of Gibraltar. Sho wept bitterly — nor did 
she recover her spirits tho whole of tho day. Arthur, the 
eldest son, having involved himself deeply in debt, had been 
obliged to sell his commission and secrete himself to avoid 
arrest, after which some friends of tho family procured 
for him a cadetship in tho Corps of Engineers belonging 
to tho East India Company and ho had sailed for Fort 
St. Gcorgo a short time before I arrived in England, leaving 
his wife, a Greek whom ho had mari*ied when serving with 
his regiment in the garrison of Gibraltar, and ono child, a 
boy, to bo a burden upon and incieasc the diflicultics of his 

30C 
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already deeply embarrassed and inconsiderate mother. Her 
daughters continued to be the same charming and interest- 
ing young women I had ever known them. After spendiog 
three days at Binfield, on each of which Mrs. Forrest paid 
me the extraordinary compliment to make her appearance 
at three o’clock in the afternoon instead of eight at night, 
her usual hour, I took my leave of the unfortunate family 
and returned to town. 

In January, 1781, meeting Mr. Barwell at the opera, 
he told me our volatile friend, Pott, had promised to let him 
have his company for a few days at Stanstead, in order 
to give his opinion and advice respecting alterations and 
additions he intended making to the house, he (A&. Barwell) 
having much confidence in his judgment and taste ; that 
he should feel happy if I would join the party, a seat in his 
post-coach being entirely at my service. Having no way of 
passing my time more pleasantly, I accepted the invitation. 

After breakfasting in Great Ormond Street, Mr. Barwell, 
his second brother, Pott, and myself on the 3rd of the 
month set off post for Stanstead. The house was an im- 
mense pile of buildings, the greatest part very old-fashioned, 
one wing alone, which had been erected by the last Lord 
Halifax, being in the modem style. It was altogether a 
straggling, irregular structure, on the outside by no means 
pleasing to the eye, but it contained many noble apartments 
and was richly furnished. The garden, pleasure grounds, 
and park were extensive and could not be exceeded in natural 
and acquired beauties. Attached to this estate was a parha- 
mentary borough returning two members, likewise two 
livings in the chmch, one of a thousand pounds a year, the 
other seven hundred ; timber fit for cutting to the amount 
of seventy thousand pounds, with game of every sort in 
profusion. 

The estate had long been in the possession of the Halifax 
family, but the last Earl, by his unbounded extravagance, 
having materially injured his fortune, his embarrassments 
became so serious that he endeavoured to dispose of this 
part of his property. It was accordingly advertised for sale, 
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but no more than one himdred and forty thousand pounds 
being bid, a sum considered far below its value, it was 
bought in. Upon the Earl’s death his debts were so great 
and the creditors so clamorous that the executors to his 
Lordship’s will made another attempt to dispose of the 
Stansteod estate by public auction, when only one hundred 
and ten thousand pounds being offered it was again bought 
in. A year, the period allowed by law for the executors to 
arrange all matters on accotmt of the testator, having 
elapsed and the creditors being extremely importunate, they 
came to a determination, after consulting the most eminent 
lawyers upon the situation they were placed in, of letting the 
property go to the highest bidder. It was therefore adver- 
tised for sale a third time, the notices annotmoing that the 
sale was to bo an actual and peremptory one. Mr. Barwell 
became the purchaser at ninety thousand pounds, and it 
was universally thought to be the cheapest bargain that ever 
was known, but the purchase money being, by one of the 
conditions, to be paid within three months after the day of 
sale, and few persons having command of money sufiScient 
to enable them to pay down so large a sum, occasioned 
Mr. Barwell to obtain it considerably under its real 
value. 

It being promulgated to the neighbourhood that the new 
proprietor was arrived at the mansion house of the estate, 
the Corporation of Chichester, which town is only a few 
miles distant from Stanstead, waited upon Mr. Barwell 
the morning after our arrival with a complimentary address 
upon his coming into the neighbourhood, which address 
was spoken fluently and gracefully enough by the Mayor, 
ending with a polite request that he and his family would 
honour them with his and their company (on a day speciSed) 
to a dinner and ball at the Town HaU. 

This mark of respectful attention, so politely offered, was 
received in an awkward and cold manner by the pompous 
East Indian. He, however, did accept the invitation, and 
we naturally concluded he intended to keep the engage- 
ment, noth^g passing to lead us to suspect the contrary. 
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On the day appointed his coach-and-six and chaise-and-four 
came to tho door at three o’elock, when he desired ub, that 
is, his brother, Pott, and myself, to got into tho former, 
which we did, concluding ho meant to follow alone in tho 
post-chaise. We drove to the Town Hall of Chichester, 
where the whole Corporation and all the principal people of 
the place were in waiting to receive us. Surprized at not 
seeing Mr. BarwoU, tho Mayor made a civil enquiry respect- 
ing him, to which the brother answered he would follow 
immediately. An hour elapsed without any tidings of 
him, when young Barwell went downstairs and sent ofiE a 
servant to see what detained his brother. The man being 
admirably mounted, returned in little more than half an 
hour, saying his master was not well and did not intend 
coming at all, but this he had only learnt from the steward, 
Mr. Barwell saying he had no message to send back. 

The brother, confounded at such deliberate rudeness, 
made the beat apology he could, and we sat down to a 
sumptuous entertainment, at wliich I felt ashamed of 
being considered tho friend of a man who had acted in so 
insolent and unpardonable a way. The dinner and evening 
ball went on with the utmost harmony and good-humour, 
no reference, after the first surprize, being made to tho 
great man’s strange behaviour. The wanton insult was, 
however, felt and resented not only by the Mayor and 
Corporation of Chichester, but by the whole county, every 
individual thereof with one consent sending the insolent 
nabob to Coventry ; not a single gentleman visited or took 
the least notice of him upon casual meetings. 

Not content with insulting the men of Chichester, 
Mr. Barwell made it his study, as it should seem, to render 
himself obnoxious to persons of all ranks, shutting up gated 
and paths through his parks that had, as an indulgence, 
always been open to the public, preventing the poor xrom 
supplying themselves with water from a spring they had 
long been used to frequent ; in short, doing everything rhat 
was illiberal, offensive, and ill-natured. His very name 
from this conduct soon was held in such detestation that 
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men, women, and children hissed and hooted at him as he 
passed, with all his Oriental state, through the villages. 

After persevering in this offensive line of conduct about 
sis months Mr. Barwell began to t hink that being com- 
pletely shut out from society, except what he had from 
London, and those mostly East Indians, was not pleasant. 
He therefore began to relax by not only opening the former 
paths, roads, &c., but making additional ones, likewise ex- 
tending every indulgence ever granted by Lord Halifax. 
Ho even condescended so far as to humble himself to the 
Mayor and Corporation of Chichester for his rudeness, 
thereby making his peace with them, which having effected, 
he invited them and all the principal families round the 
neighbourhood to a magnificent dinner, ball, and supper. 
Some few of the gentry had spirit enough to spurn his 
attempt to bo acquainted, and declined being present at 
his fete, but still there were always people enough who, 
although they despised the man, could not resist the tempta- 
tion his splendid dumers and excellent wines afforded. 

Parliament being to reassemble on the 8th, Pott and 
1 returned to town that I might resume my attendance 
upon the committee, the chairman having desired me to 
do so. 

A few nights after I came to town, being at the Opera 
House, 1 saw Mordaunt standing in Fops’ Alley with 
his brother. Lord Peterborough. I thought he looked less 
surly than usual. He soon after came up and shook me by 
the hand with much cordiality. I congratulated him upon 
the favourable change, remarking that he was in better 
spirits than when I left London, and I conjectured was not 
in such a violent hurry as he had been to revisit Bengal, 
the mdy ‘part of the vjorld fit for a man to live “with comfort in ! 
(his own language), whereupon he hastily exclaimed, “ Oh, 
damn the place, don’t mention it. I should be devilish 
glad never to be obliged to see it again so lohg as I live.” 
Upon reminding him of my having predicted that when his 
brother returned to England and introduced him to his 
numerous cormeotions he would be better pleased with 
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London and everything attached to it, he admitted I was 
quite right, for he felt as happy and contented as man 
could be. 

A curious circumstance now occurred. I had dined with 
a jovial set at Wilberforce Bird’s in Wood Street, Cheapside, 
where we drank a large quantity of wine. Soon after mid- 
night, the company breaking up, someone proposed finish- 
ing the night at Malby’s. A hackney coach being sent for, 
six of us crammed ourselves into it : Bob Pott, Coombe, 
Shakespear, Lord Fielding, Vaughan, and myself. We had 
got as far as Ludgate Hill on our way to Covent Garden, 
when Pott, thinking the coachman did not drive fast enough, 
damned his blood and bid him move on. Coachie made a 
gruff answer, which offended Master Bob, who thereupon 
poked at him through the front window with the hilt of his 
sword, a salutation John Bull not approving he instantly 
retTuned the compliment by the butt end of his whip. Pott, 
in a violent rage, crept through the window and began 
pummelling the fellow with all his mi^t. After a sharp 
but short conffiot they tumbled together off the box into 
the street. A mob coUecting, the horses were stopped and 
we all got out to the assistance of our associate. A 
kind of general engagement ensued, chiefly between us and 
the watchmen who had come to support the rights of the 
brother of the whip. The battle ended as might be ex- 
pected it would by three of us, that is, Vaughan, Pott, and 
myself, being violently seized and dragged to the watch- 
house in Fleet market. Lord Fielding, Shakespear, and 
Coombe having very prudently made good their retreat, 
thereby avoiding being taken prisoners by the enemy. 

The constable of the night, a respectable-looking person, 
upon seeing three full-dressed men brought in, all abomin- 
ably intoxicated, upon the coachman’s making his com- 
plaint, with great good-natme said, “ Come, come, young 
gentlemen, this is, I perceive, a drunken frolic. You most 
therefore pay for your folly and go quietly home to sleep off 
the effects of too much wine.” 

While the constable was speaking, a good, fat-looking 
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" Ulnrl: hole!" n-peated Pott. "Take care, old Dog- 
lierr}', you an.* upon the edge of a precipice into which if 
you fall the devil hiinrelf will not Imj able to relievo you, 
though 1 can. Proceed thert'foro with caution. You talk 
of black holcfl without a trial 1 Come, proceed. Aacond 
your jnngihterial chair and take down depo.iition.i, othonviso 
you w’ill be all nt pea nnd enrit away upon the roclm of error 
and ignorance. Proceed, I nay.” 

“ Very well I very* well, young air, T bcliovo you may bo 
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right in this notion and I will act conformably.” While 
preparing to take his seat, Pott slipped behind him and 
occupied it, to the great entertainment of the bystanders. 
Again the black hole was alluded to. Bob therefore relin- 
quished the chair, which the humble representative of 
justice immediately filled, and, taking up his pen, prepared 
his book ; Bob in the meantime got behind him and twirled 
his wig round, putting the back part in front. Again a 
burst of laughter broke forth, and again the black hole 
was threatened. 

The constable then demanded to know his name. 
“ George,” answered Pott. “ That’s not true,” observed 
the constable, “for I just now heard that gentleman 
(pointing to me) call you ‘ Bob.’ ” “ That gentleman,” said 
Bob, “ is too drunk to tell his own name, and I am sure 
cannot distinguish any other person’s, so get on, most 
upright judge, you second Daniel.” “ Well, sir,” asked the 
constable, “ who are you ? ” “A son of the King’s,” said 
Bob. The man stared, and in a hesitating voice said, “ I 
do not exactly understand what you are at, young sir. 
I wish you would act like a reasonable creature.” "Pro- 
ceed, thou mirror of all that’s just, or by the mighty Jupiter, 
I’ll jumble you to mincemeat.” 

The constable losing his temper at being made a laughing- 
stock, ordered the door of the black hole to be opened, 
whereupon Vaughan, with vast solemnity, addressed him, 
saying, " I have hitherto, sir, been a quiet spectator of all 
that has passed, and although wrongfully brought and 
detained here as a prisoner, have not uttered a syllabic, but 
when I hear you talk of more rigorous confinement of my 
friend, I consider it right to caution you as to your pro- 
ceedings, for which, if wrong, depend upon it you shall be 
made responsible, and give me leave further to inform you 
that I am the more competent to caution you as to your 
measures from myself having the honour to be in His 
Majesty’s Commission of the Peace for the County of 
^Middlesex. I therefore once more recommend you to take 
care what you are about.” 
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" I nni Forrj’ lo lienr you nro yourself a raagistrat-o, eir,” 
paid the constable, *' bccniiFO if that bo tho case you ought 
to know belter than to commit a breach of the peace by 
kiciang up a broil and riot in tlio Klrccfs at midnight. How- 
ever, sir, that mailer j-ou shall sctilo before tho sitting 
alderman in tho morning.” 

Growing tired of tho scene, I took one of tho constables 
aside, to whom I ob.sor^’cd I thought mj' young companion 
had sulficicntlj* amused himself, and that I should bo 
obliged to him if ho would settlo tho business, and lot us got 
home. This he verj’ good-naturcdly undertook, and after 
talldng apart, with the coachman, returned, saj-ing tho 
coachman at first demanded fivo guineas, but had finally 
consented to toko two. Tho disinterested pastry’ -cook 
declined receiving any pecuniary recompense, very con- 
siderately saying tho personal injury’ ho had sustained was 
trifling, and although ho at first felt much ofTended at the 
treatment ho had received, ho was now convinced it arose 
entirely from a dninkcn frolic, tho gentlemen not intending 
or ■n’ishing to injure anyone. I thereforo paid tho coach- 
man two guineas, gave two more to the people of tho watch, 
and wo departed, cheered by tho hearty huzzas of all present, 
tho spectators declaring wo acted like gentlemen ; that they 
woro sure if tho fair one (meaning Pott) was not a son of 
His Majesty’s ho must bo nearly allied to tho Roy'al Family 
from his lUreness to them. But at any rate, be he whom ho 
might, ho bod that night proved ho was a very comical, and 
certainly was a very fine-looking, handsome fellow. 

In tho beginning of February Pott told mo he had agreed 
for the whole of tho round-house and half tho great cabin 
of tho ship Lord Mvlgrave, commanded by Captain Urmston, 
which ship would sail for India in six or seven weeks ; that in 
consideration of a large sum of money the Captain had con- 
sented to receive Emily on board, and they both (Emily 
and Pott) flattered themselves that I would join tho party 
by occupying the half of the great cabin, which he (Pott) 
had taken in the hope that I would do so. To this 1 answered 
that it was impossible for me to leave England until some- 

0 
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thing decisive was done respecting the petition I had 
brought home. Pott thereupon laughingly said, “ Psha 1 
nonsense, Bill. Why don’t' you speak honestly and say, 
as the truth is, that your money not being yet expended 
you have no inclination to leave this paradise, nor do I 
wonder at it. Emily’s vanity made her tliink you would 
sacrifice much to have her society during the voyage, while 
I had too good an opinion of your taste to suppose you would 
quit England until compelled by dire necessity. I only 
lament that my finances will not allow of my waiting 
another year for you, as by that time I fancy your stock 
will bo pretty well exhausted. However,” continued ho, 
** under these circumstances you must be with us as much 
as possible until our departure,” a desire I had real satis- 
faction in agreeing to. 

Being at a masquerade with Pott and Emily at Cornelys’s, 
I there again met with Charlotte Barry, hanging upon the 
arm of my C 3 mical friend Mordaunt, who, after introducing 
mo, whispered that ho had taken her into keeping. Pott 
being seized with a violent headache, Emily and ho wont 
homo before twelve o’clock, whereupon I joined Mordaunt 
and his now favourite. Ho being fond of running about the 
rooms to speak to every acquaintance ho saw, frequently 
loft Charlotte under my care, and wc soon became mutually 
attached,^ so much so that from that evening our love ended 
only with the dear girl’s life. 

Our club continued to meet tmeo a week, ultimately 
fixing entirely at Lo Tollior’s, I believe more from the name 
and central situation than any superior merit. The house 
1 pitched upon and gave my dinner at, or rather presided atj 
was the St. Albans, where, though one or two general 
snarlcrs found fault with the dinner, all admitted the wines 
lo bo c.xquisitely good, the champagne especially. The 
taverns wc had tried were : The Star and Garter, Pall Mail, 
unanimously approved ; the St. Albans, as I have above 
tncnlioncd ; Thatched House, St. James’s Street, tolerable , 
Crown and Anchor, Strand, dinner capital, v/inos aboniin- 
ahlj' bad ; Devil, l-'leel Stieet, the dinner indiiTcrcjit and 
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'wincB tho Bamc, 'nith the exception of port, which being 
remarknbl}' good, nothing clso was drank ; Queen’s Arms, St. 
Paul’s Churchyard, dinner and wines in general pronounced 
passable, and the London, Bishopsgato Street, which in my 
opinion far surpassed ovciy other tavern wo went to. The 
dinner was allowed to bo excellent and served in a style of 
magnificence peculiar to that house, wines all of the best. 
Hero everybody was so well pleased that several of us re- 
mained at table imtil seven o’clock in the morning. Had 
our original plan been strictly adhered to, doubtless the 
club would have settled at the London, but a considerable 
number of the members residing at the west end of the 
town objected to the horrid Lore of going so far os Bishops- 
gato Street to dine. Lo Tellior’s therefore was decided to 
bo the best house ! 

About once a month I gavo a dinner at my father’s, my 
friends always doing me the honour to say neither Lo Tollior’s, 
the London, or any tavern in the metropolis could surpass 
mo in the oxcellcnco of the viands and liquors. 

Wo had another very good sociable mooting occasionally, 
twelve or fifteen of us, attended by some of the most fashion- 
able women of the time, going to March’s, the Windmill, at 
Salt Hill, where w'c spent three or four days together in 
all sorts of frolic and &noy. 

Wo usually w'cnt on Friday, staying till Tuesday, except 
that on Sunday evening, Mordount, Charlotte Barry, and 
myself would after dinner get into a post-chaise and four, 
and dash up to Comolys’s promenade, where after strolling 
round the rooms, chatting to acquaintances', we returned in 
the same manner to Salt Hill to sleep, but generally found 
some of the party up, engaged at hazard, to which several 
were greatly addicted, especially Major George Bussell, 
who, about four years before, had returned from Bengal 
with a fortune of upwards of forty thousand pounds, the 
whole of which he had squandered away or lost at the 
gaming table, he at the period I became acquainted 'with 
him not having five hundred pounds left. He lost at one 
sitting near ten thousand pounds to the Duke de Chartres, 
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afterwards Duke of Orleans, who fell a martyr to that 
dreadful revolution which he was very instrumental in 
bringing about, dying under the guillotine, unpitied and 
unlamented, the mob who attended him in his last moments 
stopping the cart in which they were leading him to execu- 
tion opposite his own palace, and there bestowing all sorts 
of abuse and opprobrious epithets upon him. 

Major BusseU used to say that the night after losing the 
above large sum he met the Duke at Ranelagh, and bowed, 
but His Grace neither returned his salutation nor took the 
least notice of him, a rudeness that greatly offended Russell. 
He was, however, most likely mistaken upon the occasion, 
and probably the Duke who was uncommonly near-sighted, 
did not see his bow, for if he had doubtless he would have 
returned it, being universally allowed to be one of the most 
affable and best bred men in Europe. 

My Sunday night excursions from Salt Hill to Soho 
Square cost me a coat each time, for Mordaunt, like my 
friend Bob Pott, always falling fast asleep in a carriage, 
Charlotte and I, during his naps, kissed and fondled like a 
pair of turtle-doves, and as the women then wore large 
quantities of pomatum and powder, and Charlotte had 
a profusion of hair, I was constantly covered with them. 
When Mordaunt observed this he would say to me in his 
usual rough snarl, " What the devil have you been about 
to make such a figure of your clothes ? ” to which Charlotte 
without hesitation replied, “ I followed your bad example 
and went to.sleep with my head upon his shoulder.” “ Did 
you, by God I ” said Mordaunt, “ the more fool ho for per- 
mitting it. I’ll be damned if you ever shall spoil my clothes 
so.” “Never fear, there is not the least danger of my 
attempting it,” contemptuously said Charlotte. 

Riding in Hyde Park, I there met my Fleet Market watch- 
house companion, Thomas Vaughan, Esq. After talking 
together some time upon common topics he said, “ I fre- 
quently see you in Suffolk Street, and yet, although so near 
and that you have often promised to ^vo me an oppor- 
tunity of introducing you to Mrs. Vaughan and a house full 
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of dftxiglit-ors, 5 'ou have never done me the honour of call- 
ing.” I made some commonplace apology, and the Bubjcct 
dropped. After riding. some time, we left the Park to- 
gether, and his horses standing at Fozard’s, wo dismounted 
and walked up Piccadilly, during which ho took out his 
watch, observing, “ It is, I sec, only three o’clock. Suppose 
therefore, as you will afterwards have ample time to dress 
for dinner, that you come home vrith me now and let me 
make you acquainted with my family.” As I knew not how 
to parry this proposal I wont with liim. 

Upon getting to his house wo found the street door open 
Mr. Vaughan therefore desired me to follow him upstairs, 
where, without any announcing, ho opened the drawing- 
room door. Upon entering the room, I found sis very nice- 
looking girls at high romps, and all in dishabille. The two 
eldest were just rising into womanhood, estremely elegant 
figures. They appeared distressed beyond measure at a 
stranger’s thus unexpectedly coming upon them, exclaim- 
ing, “Fie, papa, how could you bring a gentleman in 
without affording us an opportunity of retiring ? ” Nor did 
the father lessen their embarrassment by saying in an 
audible whisper to me, “There they are, Hickey, a com- 
plete half-dozen, aH good-looldng girls. Damn me, if I 
know what is to become of them, or how I shall be able 
to provide for them as they grow up.” Mrs. Vaughan was 
not at home, but I had been introduced to her a few even- 
ings before at a great party ^ven by a Mrs. Troves. She was 
an uncommon clover woman and had written several things 
of extraordinary merit, which were published under the 
name and ns the production of her husband, though he was 
in no way equal to composing one of the kind, being a weak, 
empty coxcomb. They were both particularly attached to 
the drama, constant attendants upon the theatres, criticising 
in the public newspapers all new pieces and new actors. 
Mr. Sheridan was said to have had this couple in view when 
ho wrote the eharacteis of Mr. and Mrs. Dangle in his cele- 
brated work of “ The Critic.” 

Mrs. Vaughan brought her husband a fortune of ten 
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thousand pounds ; he held a sinecure place under Govern- 
ment of about six hundred a year, but being not only ex- 
travagant but a bad manager he was always involved, 
finding it difiScuIt to support with decency a numerous 
family. Indeed, he would have proved wholly unequal to 
do so had he not received material aid from the writings of 
Mrs. Vaughan, which becoming fashionable were read by 
everybody, consequently had a great sale. Three of this 
gentleman’s daughters some years after my awkward visit 
went to India, where they ^ married. The mother has 
been dead a long time, and Vaughan himself, as I am in- 
formed, a prisoner in the King’s Bench for debt. 



CHAPTER XXIV 


CHAIILOTTE AND MORDAUNT 

T owards the end of February the committee to which 
the petition from Bengal had been referred made their 
first report to the House of Commons, which rendered any 
further attendance on my part unnecessary, a circumstance 
I was not sorry for, having just received an intimation from 
Charlotte Barry that l^Iordaunt was making a party to go 
hunting and shooting in Oxfordshire, requesting that I 
would bo one amongst them. This I could not do, having 
promised Emily and Pott to accompany them to Portsmouth 
and see them embark, an order to do which they were in 
daily expectation of receiving. From this promise, how- 
ever, I was relieved by Robert calling one morning upon 
me and saying that he, upon consideration, felt that such 
a jaunt upon such an occasion must bo far from pleasant to 
me and would undoubtedly bo most (^stressing to him as 
well as to his dear girl when wo should come to the final 
Icavctaldng, a ceremony he knew wo mutually abhorred. 
Pott thought it would be better to waive the Portsmouth 
engagement, and proposed in lieu of it that I should go 
with them to Salt Hill, to which place he must pay a visit 
in order to sec his brother, Joseph Holden' Pott, then at 
Eton School ; ho said that ho and Emily would stay there 
until summoned away, and I, after passing one or more days, 
as I pleased, with them might slip oif sans ctremonie and 
proceed to join the Oxfordshire party. Thus it was arranged 
and executed. After spending three days at March’s, aU 
low in spirits, I rose at break of day on the fourth morning, 
and leaving Pott and his lovely companion in bed, stepped 
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into a post-chaise for Reading on my w&y to Chapel House 
near Chipping Norton to join the sportsmen, and so avoided 
the formal adieus of my greatly esteemed friend, Pott, and 
his beautiful Emily. 

Upon our arrival at Chapel House, Charlotte greeted me 
■with extraordinary warmth, while her jade of a sister, 
Nancy Barry (as -wicked a little devil as ever existed), cried 
out, “ Now?s your time, Hickey ! That beast Mordaunt 
was called a-way this morning by his Earl of a brother, who 
is on a visit at Lord Hilsborough’s, somewhere in the county, 
to whom he wants -to introduce the nabob, so that you 
have a couple of days’ enjoyment together, and I have no 
doubt you’ll make the most of them.” The males of the 
party had not yet returned from the chase. From the 
women I learnt that it consisted of Joe Bird, Harvey 
Coombe, Wilberforce Bird, Van, Lord Semple, Lord Field- 
ing, and Ulysses Browne, the last-named having just then 
quitted the Horse Guards, in which ho was an old Captain, 
but was obliged to quit from having lived rather too fast for 
his income. 

By five o’clock the chasseurs being all assembled at the 
inn, we sat down to dinner, were exceedin^y merry, and 
kept it up until midnight when we separated. Notwith- 
standing the fair opportunity and the mutual regard for 
each other between Charlotte and me, we had both our 
scruples of conscience, from her then living exclusively -with 
Mordaunt, whose intimate friend I was considered 'to be. 
She also assured me she never had been unfaithful to any 
man -with whom she lived, that from her soul she detested 
her present keeper, Mordaunt, and would get rid of him vei> 
soon, but while under liis immediate protection she -wished 
to act -nith propriety. Neither could I forget Emily’s 
speech to me when in something of a similar situation. 

At ten we breakfasted, then mounted our horses, Char- 
lotte being one of the best horsewomen I ever saw. We 
took a long ride tovrards Birmingham, during which wo 
wore once very near falling in -with the hounds and obliged 
to ttirn short, galloping off as fast as our steeds could carry 
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UB in order to gel out of their track, my fair companion 
having no more relish for the sports of the field than myself. 

At Chapel House I spent four as pleasant days os over 
I experienced, in the enjoyment of women, wine, and ad- 
mirable society. Wlien at table the men often remarked 
that although I shunned the chase, over the bottle I was 
as keen a sportsman ns the best of them. 

On the fourth evening Mordaunt returned, and as he 
seemed more savage and looked surlier than over, I bid the 
party adieu ; ordering a chaise-and-fourlset off for London, 
giving Captain Browne a passage. 

Upon reaching St. Albans Street I found a letter from 
Mr. Pott, Robert’s father, most earnestly requesting to see 
me immediately upon a business in wliich his happiness was 
raatcrialty concerned as wcU ns the future welfare or irre- 
trievable ruin of his son, my friend Robert. This letter I 
was concerned to see dated the morning upon which I had 
left toAvn. I, however, thought it right to wait upon him, 
and directly went to his house in Hanover Square, telling 
him I had only that hour received his letter. He was much 
distressed upon first seeing mo, and expressed his grateful 
sense of my kind attention towards him. Almost in tears, 
ho said that knowing the great influence I possessed over 
that inconsiderate boy, Robert, be bad taken the liberty 
of sending for mo to beg my interference and exertions to 
preserve him from absolute destruction by preventing his 
committing an act pregnant with every possible evil, but 
which he feared was then post remedy, adding in an agony, 
“ For, do you know, Mr. Hickey, the unthinking boy has 
taken that infamous and notoriously abandoned woman, 
Emily, w’ho has already involved him deeply as to pecuniary 
matters, with him to India, a step that must not only shut 
him out of all proper society, but prevent his being em- 
ployed in any situation of respect or emolument. I have 
nevertheless the melancholy consolation of feeling that I 
have strictly performed my duty as a parent towards him 
and done all in my power to save him from disgrace and 
ruin, and if I have failed in accomplishing an object I had 
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so much at heart no blame surely can bo ascribed to me ; 
his folly bo upon his own head, mais scs vves sont courtes." 

I received the same day a long epistle from Robert, 
tcUing me that after an ineffectual attempt to get to sea 
they had returned, and still lay wind-bound at the Mother 
Bank (Portsmouth) ; that ho was extremely uneasy at the 
detention, as the old buck (meaning his fatW) was stirring 
heaven and earth to defeat his wish of keeping his dear 
woman with him. ** Nay,” adds he, “ do you know, Bill, 
he has carried it so far as to apply to the Court of Directors, 
and the stupid soap-boilers in consequence directed their 
addle-pated secretary to address a letter ‘ upon the. service,' 
to Captain Urmston, admonishing him against so impardon- 
able a fault as permitting a common prostitute to find her 
way to India on board his ship. But it’s all in vain, my dear 
Will, go she must, and go she shall by all the powers of 
heaven and hell. Poor Urmston is in a woeful panic, 
saying it may be the means of his losing the command of 
his ship, and the service altogether. But I know better ; 
the worst the cheese-mongering varlets of Leadenhall 
Street can do is to mulct him a few hundred pounds, which 
I, of course, shall pay.” He then again pressed me to join 
them, observing he had a noble cabin quite complete and 
ready to receive me, with a set of passengers I should like. 
I, however, felt no inclination to avail myself of this friendly 
offer, having too many attachments to England to quit it 
until dire necessity should make me do so. 

Two days after this, I believe about the 6th of March, 
taking my usual exercise on horseback in Hyde Park, 
Mordaunt rode up to tell mo he had the evening before 
brought Mrs, Barry to town, apprehending her to be danger- 
ously ill ; that the physicians, however, consoled him by 
saying that was by no means the case, and, although she 
might be confined for some time, would ultimately do very 
well, but that perfect quiet was indispensably necessary, and 
that nothing should disturb or agitato her for a week or ten 
days. 

“ For my part, Hickey,” continued Mordaunt, “ I begin 
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to piijipcct phe is in love with you. Slio is so damned ill- 
nal lin'd and out of spirits except vhon you arc present, 
and when you an« she is all life. The hour j'ou left us at 
Chapel lIou.ee she became ns cross ns the devil, ond I could 
get no good out of her. Damn her, I won’t talk any more 
about her, but leave her to her infernal apothecaries* bolusscs, 
draughts, and dark chambers. How horridlj- stupid London 
i.**, nothing going forward worth notice. I wish you was not 
Fo wedded to it and would dash off Bomewhorc for a week 
or so.” 

1 told him I wns ready and willing, having no particular 
inducements ju.st then in Ixmdon, but where should we 
go to T “ To Portsmouth,” said Slordnunt. “ I was told 
nn hour ago that the grand Channel fleet aro at an anchor 
there, affording to the people on shore a glorious spectacle. 
Ijct’s get into n chni.se and bo off directly.” 

That I told him 1 could not do, being most particularly 
engoged for the rest of that day, but would accompany 
him on the following morning at as early nn hour as bo chose. 
He growled sadly at this dday, as he caUed it, pressing mo 
to give up my engagements and set off, but ns I positively 
refused it was setUed that I should brcalcfast with him the 
next morning at eight o’clock at his mother’s house in Dean 
Street, Soho, from whence we should start on our expedi- 
tion. 

Upon my arrival at Lady Peterborough’s I saw standing 
at the door a smart travelling post-chaise, having the family 
coat-of-arms and coronet handsomely painted upon the 
panels. Having finished our brcaldnst, wo stepped into 
the carriogo and sot off in high stylo. Upon enquiring how 
Mrs. Barry was that morning, ho replied, “ Oh, ciuso me if I 
know anything about her, as from the infernal doctor’s 
prohibition I am not allowed to touch her. I slept last 
night at my mother’s, nor have I seen her since I brought 
her to town and left her at her lodgings the night before 
last. I have no doubt, Hickey, but you could euro her 
much sooner than the whole college of medical men.” 

When Mordaunt and I loft London the weather was, as it 
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Without a •\vonl inoro Moninunt told the waiter who had 
come info the room to take away the hreakfast-things, and 
bring the chniFe to the door ns soon ns possible. In a few 
minutes it was announced rendj'. Wo got in, but before 
wo reached Portsmouth the snow recommenced, falling so 
fast and so thick that when we got. out at the George Inn 
we literally could not distinguish the houses on the opposite 
side of the street. As it began to freeze before wo loft 
Petersfield the roads were so slippery the horses could not 
Icecp their feet, and wc were full four hours going the stage 
to Portsmouth. 

Monlnunt, more sulky than ever, would not speak when 
I wished to consult him about dinner. I therefore desired 
the landlord to furnish the best his larder atloi’dcd. At 
five wc sat down to an excellent dinner. A few glasses of 
madoira restoring my misanthropic companion to some- 
what better temper, wc chatted over tlio bottle until after 
coffee was served, then played piquet until bedtime. 

The next morning the weather had not in the least 
mended, wc nevertheless so far set the snow at dcflanco as to 
walk to the coffee-room upon the Parade, from whence in 
clear weather there is a fine prospect of Spithcad and the 
Isle of Wight, but in the state wo had it wo could not see 
twenty yards from the windows. Hero wo met a number 
of naval officers and entered into conversation with several. 
We also had a very good match at billiards, thus beguiling 
the hours until towards four o’clock, when two smart young 
lieutenants accepted an invitation wo gave them to partake 
of our dinner at the George. Wo gave as much madeira 
and claret as. they could carry away, and at midnight they 
departed in high spirits, well pleased with their entertain- 
ment. 

A second day and evening went off vastly well. The 
third morning a tremendous snow continued falling with 
severe frost. Wo repeated our visit to the coffee-room 
and played billiards, but there being a court martial that 
drew away all the officers we could not procure a single 
guest to join us at dinner, so that the snarler and I had a 
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fifty pounds which I suppose will defray my share.” 1 told 
him he had better keep his money for the present ; that as 
wo had agreed upon leaving London one of us should pay 
the whole expenee and settle upon our return, -and I had 
hitherto done so, I should continue it and eall for his half 
when I reached London. Ho thereupon pocketed his note, 
stalked down to his chaise, and I went to my hcdchamber. 

I had not been more than ten minutes in bed when the 
door of my room was opened nitli a great bang and in 
marched Mordaunt, damning and cursing all fortified towns. 
Enquiring what was the matter, he replied, ” The damned 
gate is shut and I can’t get out.” To which I answered, 
" It is a lucky circumstance for you, so now for God’s sake 
go quietly to bed, and after breakfast we will set off to 
gother.” Ho continued muttering to himself and walldng 
up and down the room, upon which I, with some warmth, 
declared that if ho did not choose to sleep himself he should 
no longer disturb my rest, and I was actually rising to com- 
pel him to retire, when the landlord once more appeared, 
saying, “ Now, sir, if you are resolved upon proceeding there 
is an opportunity of doing so. A dispatch is this instant 
going off from the Admiral and, of course, the gate must be 
opened to let the express pass.” Mordaunt, upon hearing 
this, without saying a word to me, ran downstairs, and in 
a few minutes I heard the carriage drive off. 

At nine in the morning I ate a hearty breakfast, then 
getting into a post-chaise, taking Fresldni inside with me, 
proceeded towards London. 1 found the roads more dread- 
fully bad than I expected, being one sheet of ice, so that I 
actually wondered how the poor horses could draw the' 
carriage and preserve their footing, although frost-shod. 
Upon reaching the inn at Gqdalming, I enquired whether 
a single gentleman and servant had been there that day, to 
which the waiter replied the only person that had gone 
towards London was the Earl of Peterborough, who left the 
house about an hour before on his way from Portsmouth, 
his Lordship seeming very much out of humour at the 
detention he had met vnth on the road from the severity 
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1.5 nr.f! th" flinion!ty hi.t f'rvr'.nt I'.nd fouml in 

;v •i: 5 ;;r,c' th-- r/ M-'-r- po='t.-l)o;.T ftt th^ difson'nt pt;v?;f-.-! 

.:i t;.!‘ n?::h-, rnrr.p’ vinin;; r.f on^ Iiom-o in jnrtic:nhr v.hon' 
h-' !.-d h-'-f-n !;f{it nhovo tv.n Imnn', iK'fon- tho hnrpcp wen* 
' li'wir ri, nnd tii.'it on*- df {li-m had aff'-n'ardp fa!l'-n fwic'', 
hf,*?i tirr:-- • thrd'.rint,' th.'- rhh-r. H}' th'.- rnan'p ptylifu: thhi 
tny L'-.rd and Karl of Ih-(erhor<n:gh I pr'-:uimcd tlint 
from th'- arni'- on (lio r.arfi;^"*- and po.'-dhly Mordnnnt’t) 
ii-.ut'-isr, Ih-'V coiu lnd'-d it. v/a-. th«- p'c-r hinu'-lf xvithin. 


Wh.'n I {.'‘‘t to Cobliam, ninH'--ii tni!'‘;i from town, it 
V.'-,'- di! h. itii-t a • I drovo up to th'- floor of tho Wiiil*- Tdon 
MordrvTint, drovo from if. Aa I «lid uf)t ft-f-l any inclination 
to f-TU‘oiiiitf-r th'- additional diflifniUio.f of tnu'olling dnrinjt 
a dark .'wid foTny»‘-. f 11 -on : nipht, I dr-tcrmincd to n-nuiin 
v;h»-rt- I wrt'-. 1 (icrordini.dy t h.-pt at Cohham, finishinj' ray 
jnn-.f. di'J.'it'rff'ahlo excursion the following morning and 
.arriving in London at ono in the afternoon. 

I ilirocfly ’.vent to Mrn. Il.irry’fi in Qii'-on Ann Street, wIkto 
1 wa” p-joic'-d to find h'r perfectly recovered. Upon offer- 
in!,’ rny cor-gratulation-!, sdio l.aughin'dy raid, “ Tho fact i‘i, 
I wa- (-eh. of nothing hut Morflaunt’a ('hocking ternpe-r. 
Having had a viol.-nt quar.-.-I with him it brought tiu a clight 
hy -len-, whi'-h h-ft an excruciating headache, eo to get rid 
of th- hrutf-, at l-a-t for r. lime, I cfiaxed th^ phydieian, ha 
1!. gn-at fri’ght liarl c-nt for, to ray I mu-t he. left rtitirely 
,a’t n- !.!-.d rpii-t for i ornc day.i, r.'; ofherwi-'e I might he 
ri <•.: ly ill. I V. r;-., however, rnon troii: ly vexed wle-n I 
di- '.a r-'l th -.t y-ai v.as gou'- with him to JVjrtsrnoulh. 
‘.nl. h'- iv* ;!, my g-nfl -man it now laid up aru! vo; nhall 
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tilions \vft 5 tr.l:c» up for dc-nd. Jlordnunl in a fainting etatc 
was carried into the houpe, wlicro liifi impntionco and 
apprehcnpion tliat his leg was broke and likowiso that ho 
Jind received sonic infernal injurj*, inado him insist upon nn 
immediate removal, which, notwithstanding tho remon- 
strances of a Wandsworth npothccarj’ and tho ontrcatics 
of the compassionate people that had witnessed tho acci- 
dent, he persevered in. A coach being prc*pared ■nith 
pillow.*;, ho was lifted into it, attended hy his oini servant 
and the apothccarj* to support him, and thus was conveyed 
to his mother's in Dean Street, whoro he arrived about 
eight this morning. Lady Peterborough, frightened out of 
her wits, instantly sent off for Mr. Pott, and two or three 
other eminent surgeons. This account was brought to mo 
bj’ Richanl, Mordaunt’s groom, not above an hour ago.” 
And 60 ended Mordaunt’s precious journcj' from Portsmouth. 
It Ls unnccessarj’ to add that Charlotte and I enjoyed our- 
Eclvcs and were perfectly happy during his confinement. 
Upon his recover}' he called upon mo and made tho hand- 
Bomest apology possible for his very rude and intemperate 
behaviour, cepccially for bo abruptly leaving mo to come 
by raj'Eclf from Portsmouth. However, ho observed, for 
that part of his obstinacy and folly he had been sufficiently 
punished, both in person and purse, for independent of 
almost brcaldng his neck he understood from tho coach- 
maker that his brother’s carriage liad sustained such 
material injury it would cost about fifty pounds to put it 
to rights. 

During tliis visit Mordaunt showed mo a letter ho had 
received tho preceding day from Mr. James Grant, offering 
to let him tho house at Drayton for six months from tho 
let of May, as ho had expressed on earnest desire to have it, 
and requesting him to come down for a couple of days, when 
he would show tho many conveniences of tho premises, and 
settle tho terms upon which ho would lot it. “ And now, 
Hickey,” said Mordaunt, “ convince mo that you pardon 
my late ill-behaviour by accompanying mo and Charlotte 
to Drayton. She particularly desired I would request it 
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as a favoTir in her narae/’- TBe latter sentenoe deterujinsd 
me, and I promised to go Trftfc them. I think it- ahont 
the loth of ilarch that Tire three "P’eni to Grant's, oontinning 
there three days. The bargain "as c-on eluded and the honse, 
furnished, •with the stock of liquors of every kiiid- "was to 
become Jlordaunt’s at the time before mentioned. 
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INFATUATED WITH CHARLOTTE 

T he club broke up at the end of March. The two last 
months of its existence I had scarcely been once at it, my 
whole time being given up to my new favourite, Charlotte, 
in attending her to masquerades, theatres. The Pantheon, 
and every other public place that was open, to no one of 
which would she ever consent to go unless I made one, 
and although Mordaunt was exceedingly jealous of her 
avowed partiality towards me, he often entreated me to 
let them have as much of my company as I coiild, observing 
that Charlotte was not at all the same person when I was 
absent, being then dejected and so damned ill-tempered he 
could make nothing of her. “ Nay,” said he, “ she has even 
gone so far as to tell me to my face that her object and in- 
tention is to give herself up entirely to you.” After a pause 
in which I could see he had worked himself into a rage, he 
with extreme vehemence added, “ but that, by God, she 
never shall do, to you or any other man breathing, so long 
as I live.” As I felt awkward upon the subject I made no 
answer, and besides, I had given my solemn promise to 
Charlotte that 1 would avoid quarrelling with Mordaunt, 
and leave the bringing about a separation entirely to her. 

In April, Ranelagh, to which I always had been partial 
opened, and we were constant attendants thrice a week, 
on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday evenings. Even the 
general grumbler, Mordaunt, acknowledged he foimd that 
entertainment more pleasing than any other of the public 
places. He one morning took me to look at a famous 
travelling-coach building for his brother in Long Acre. In 

333 



S84 SIEMOmS OF WILLmi mCKEY 

size it was nearly, if not full as large as the Lord Mayor of 
London’s state carriage. It accommodated three persons 
on each side ^Tith superabimdant room. In the centre there 
drew up from the bottom, by springs, a table, sufficiently 
large to dine six persons comfortably. Under the floor were 
all the requisite apparatus of saucepans, gridiron, &c., for 
cooking, likewise knives, forks, plates, dishes, and other 
articles of a sideboard. Beneath the seats complete 
bedding for foim persons was stowed, which, when wanted 
for use, were taken out and placed upon a frame, crossways, 
four capital beds being made ready in five minutes. In a 
projection from the back of the body of the carriage and 
the same forward was ample stowage for wines, and all sorts 
of Hquois, handsome cut glass bottles of various sizes being 
secured in fixed frames, so that no motion, short of an 
absolute upset, could injure or derange them. In short, this 
stupendous vehicle was a moving house, having in and 
about it every convenience appertaining to a mansion. It 
was finished in point of workmanship and decorations in 
the liighest maimer, the Peterborough arms and heraldic 
ornaments being painted in a style of taste and with a 
delicacy that did the artist infinite credit. 

The young Earl’s object in building so uncommon a 
vehicle was to ensure for himself every common comfort 
when travellmg upon the Continent, especially through 
Italy, where by woeful experience he knew the inns were 
execrable, abomiding in dirt and filth, the beds swarming 
with bugs, fleas, and vermin of everj- description. The 
greatest objection to this carnage was its extreme ponder- 
osity, which when I first saw it struck mo so forcibly that 
I asked the coachmaker whether he did not apprehend its 
extraordinarj- weight might prove so serious as to render 
it useless, to which the mechanic candidly replied, “Un- 
doubtedly it ivill, sir. Its weight is an insuperable im- 
pediment to its ever being of any real use, much less that 
for which it is intended, for no number of horses that could 
be attached together in harness would ever be able to drag 
it along the dreadful roads of Ital}*, Germany, aud manyparts 
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of Franco, and so I have taken the liberty of tolling liis Lord- 
ship over and over again since this oarriago has been in 
hand, and although I am convinecd his own good sense 
satis&ed him of the truth of what I said, ho insisted upon 
mj* eomploting the work. Such crowds of people came 
daily to look at it while it remained in the front shop as 
greatly to impede and interrupt my workmen, the evil 
increasing to such a degree that I was at last obliged to 
remove it to this private warehouse, and refuse entrance 
to all persons appl 3 dng to see it.” 

While Mordaunt and I were engaged in this conversation 
with the coachmaker. Lord Peterborough came in, and uppn 
his brother’s repeating to him the purport of what had just 
been said respecting the carriage, he readily admitted the 
justness of the opinion, saying he had no idea he should 
ever be able to use it in the w’ay ho intended. “ However, 
that don’t much signify,” said his Lordship, “ and it cer- 
tainly has been a source of much amusement to me and 
my friends whilst building. Besides, Henry (addressing 
Mordaunt), if I am disappointed of its uses, it will serve you 
and your sultanas admirably well in your excursions abqut 
the country, and as you 'will neither require the bedding, 
nor any of the stores, when all those are taken out the 
draught 'will be easy enough for four horses, and I am 
convinced it 'will prove a most comfortable carriage to 
travel in.” Mordaunt replied,." Very well, Pe'terborough, I 
certainly shall make the trial ere long.” 

On the 1st of May, at the particular request of Mor- 
daunt, and the desire of Charlotte expressed to me privately, 
£ accompanied them from London to take possession of the 
house at Drayton. Mr. Grant 'n'aited there to receive and 
entertain us, leaving us the next morning. I continued 
there two days, when the sulkiness of Mordaunt became so 
offensive, he from morning to night abusing Charlotte and 
scowling at me, and declining everything like conversation, 
that I could no longer submit to it, and, bidding her adieu, I 
mounted my horse and rode to town. In the evening of 
the same day Mordaunt, in great agitation, came to me at 
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my father’s, begging and entreating that I wonld retnm with 
him to Drayton, Charlotte being suddenly seized with an 
illness of so alarming a nature he was quite miserable about 
her. I told him his conduct was so unbecoming towards 
her as a woman that I was astonished any consideration 
on earth could induce her to remain another day with him ; 
that as to myself, his behaviour had been so strange and so 
rude during my last visit I should not voluntarily subject 
myself to a repetition of it: he must therefore excuse 
my declining an3' more being a guest of his. He begged 
so hard, however, and expressed so much' sorrow and con- 
trition for the violence he had been guilty of, ascribing it 
to a natural infirmity which he was resolved to correct in 
futtne, that I relented and consented to return with him to 
Drayton. He then told me that James Grant and Mrs. Grant 
would be of our party, and all should be good-humour and 
hilarity. 

The following morning we four went down together in a 
post-coach. Although only a distance of sixteen miles,' and 
notwithstanding all Mordaunt’s fair promises, the devil 
burst forth from him twice or thrice during our short journey, 
for which Mrs, Grant, who possessed a great command of 
words, and could, when she pleased, be excessively severe, 
rated him unmercifully. She concluded a most bitter 
lecture, declaring her astonishment that so mild and sweet 
a girl as Charlotte Barry was could ever have consented 
to be an inmate of the same house with him or, having in- 
advertently done so, that she should continue to submit to 
the caprices and ill-humour of so insufferable a brute. This 
attack from the lady was renewed after dinner at Drayton, 
when she repeated all she had said in the coach. This she 
was led to do from his short and surly answers to Charlotte, 
notwithstanding he had represented her as being dangerously 
ill. He stood the attack with apparent composure for some 
time, but at last flew into a terrible rage, calling Mrs. Grant 
a dirty little drab, an impudent and most abandoned 
strumpet, whereupon Grant jumped up from his chair, and 
putting his fist close to Mordaunt’s face, told him his own 
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houso alono protected him from that chastisoment he was 
disposed to give him, and which his insolence and vulgarity 
BO richly deserved. Poor Charlotte, dreadfully frightened, 
was throvm into ly^terics by the scone, and whilst I and 
the servants were attending to and using means to recover 
her. Grant took his lady by tho hand, walked to the inn, 
where they got into a chaiso and went o£E for London. 

It was upwards of an hour before Charlotte recovered. 
The moment she was herself Mordaunt began to bewail 
tho misery constantly attendant upon’ his yielding to the 
momentary impulses ho felt, and, tiiming to mo, he said, 
“Hickey, you can have no idea of my sufferings. My 
whole soul is wrapped up in that woman (pointing to Char- 
lotte), who by her neglect and contemptuous treatment 
drives me almost mad, so that I know not what I say or do. 
I fear she loathes and detests me in return for adoring her, 
and her only pleasure is involving me in disputes and 
quarrels upon her account. Into what a dilemma has she 
now brought me. In my frenzy I have shamefully ill- 
treated James Grant, who has upon several occasions 
shown himself my zealous friend. I must and will pacify 
him. There is no submission, no apology, that I will refuse 
to make." I reminded him that the state Charlotte was 
in was ‘ill calculated to bear further noise or alarms, and 
recommended his being more temperate. To this he acceded, 
saying he would leave me to console his dearest girl, while 
he followed and endeavoured to make his peace with Grant. 
We soon after retired to our respective chambers, Charlotte 
pleading her illness in order to be left alone for the night, 
which Mordaunt, though ungraciously, was obliged to con- 
sent to. 

The following morning while Mordaunt and I were at 
breakfast, for Charlotte did not leave her room, he told me 
he was going to London to apologize to Grant and persuade 
him to return with him to Drayton, requesting I would take 
care of Charlotte during his absence. He said he would, if 
possible, be back to dinner, but desired I would not wait 
beyond the usual hour. He then called for his horse and 
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Bct off at full speed, followed by hia groom. The moment 
he waa gone Charlotte joined mo, and ,wo hugged ourselves 
in the thoughts of enjoying a few hours uninterrupted by 
his brutality. Time passed rapidly away. 

The time of dinner coming without Mordaunt’s appear- 
ing, we sat down together and had a comfortable meal. In 
the evening we strolled about the grounds, which wore very 
pretty. Agreeably disappointed at Mordaunt’s continued 
absence, we took our coffee, tea and, at ten o’clock, supper. 
I then good-naUiredly began to hope, either that he had 
broken his neck or that Grant had blown out his brains. 
At eleven we determined to go to bed. My room was the 
next to Charlotte’s, and as all the servants were in my 
interest they were ready enough to do everything ,to accom- 
modate and please me. Upon Charlotte’s retiring, the 
butler, with great civility, begged my pardon for what 
he was going to say, but as ho and his fellow-servants wore 
sensible of my goodness to them upon all occasions, and the 
same respecting their worthy mistress, they had desired 
him to assure me that their master should not take me by 
surprise, for in case he arrived in the night they would take 
care to keep him long enough at the gate, and make suffi- 
cient noise to apprise mo of his approach. Besides which, 
his lady’s maid would sit up. Thus secured against acci- 
dent, I with confidence usurped the tyrant’s place. 

We rose at an early hour in tlio morning, brealifasted 
at ten, the customary time, and after it mounted our 
horses, bending our course towards the great western road. 
When about two miles on the London side of Colnbrook 
wo met Mordaunt with Mr. and Mrs. Grant, going at a 
furious rate to Drayton. After exchanging a few words they 
proceeded, and wo turned back. Upon getting home wo 
learnt that Mordaunt on his reaching town had directly 
gone in search of Grant, but after running about for several 
hours without success, resolved to wait patiently at 
Mrs. Grant’s for his coming, which he did at one in the 
morning, when Mordaunt, though with considerable diffi- 
culty, made his peace, getting from him a consent to 
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accompany him to DrajKon again at eleven o’clock in tho 
•morning, before ■n-hich time Mordaunt was at their door 
with a post-chaise and four. 

Soon after wo got to Drayt-on, Mordaunt and Grant went 
to the stable to look at tho horses, tho two women and I 
strolling about the garden, when the cbaractor of the master 
of tho house was very freely discussed, iMrs. Grant avo'wing 
that although James bad thought proper to forgive bis 
unexampled impertinence she was far from having done so, 
and was determined in some way or other to be revenged 
for the infamous epithet ho bad bestowed upon her. 

Llordaunt in addition to bis various eccentricities bad 
several antipathies. Himself beyond a doubt in some 
measure insane, nothing occasioned him so much terror 
as encountering any unfortunate maniac. It therefore 
became an object ■with these two ■adeked and mischievous 
girls, wherever they were, and Mordaunt one of the party, 
to bring into the room somo person labouring under that 
heavy alHiction, a female if procurable, whom they taught 
suddenly and unexpectedly to seize Mordaunt round tho 
neck and embrace him. From a trick of this sort I was once 
witness to, I actually thought ho would have died from the 
fright ho was thrown into. Another of his violent dislikes 
was to frogs, the sight of which animal would put him into 
a cold sweat, and the same 'with respect to cats. Great 
pains were therefore taken to put in his way frogs and cats. 

At dinner the day the Grants returned Mordaunt was in 
tolerable good-humour until offended by the incessant mirth 
of the two women, at which he grow crabbed, asking what 
the devil they were giggling at. From their significant nods 
and signs to each other, I conjectured some mischief was 
on foot, though I knew not what, not having been let into 
the secret. The meat being removed, pastry succeeded. 
Mrs. Grant, drawing a dish to her, said to Mordaunt who sat 
next to her, “ Captain Mordaunt, will you allow me to help 
you to a bit of this tart ? ” Ho gruffly answered, “ No, 
ma’am,” to which she, with a broad grin, replied, “ Dear ! 
now that’s very iU-natured, for you like cherry tart and 
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always eat it, and these are, I understand, the first of the 
season.” He then said he could help himself, pulling the 
dish from before her, and began to cut it. The moment he 
took off a piece of the upper crust, out jumped an immense 
large frog, followed by two or three of lesser size in succes- 
sion as fast, as could be. Mordaimt instantly fell back in his 
chair as if he had been shot. Recovering, however, in a 
few moments he seized a carving knife that lay before him, 
and had not' Grant, who sat on the other side of him, arrested 
his raised-up arm I have not a doubt but he would have 
stabbed Mrs. Grant. His face was of a livid hue and counte- 
nance horrible. Both women, excessively terrified, screeched 
and ran out of the room, the servants gathering up and 
carrying oS the offensive animals. 

It certainly was as malicious as imprudent a prank, near 
producing an- a-wful consequence, 3 ret I could scarcely pity 
the savage man who suffered so materially under it. Al- 
though he did Grant and me the justice to say he did not 
suspect either of us of being privy to the circumstance, we 
had the utmost difficulty in pacifying him, nor do I believe 
we should have succeeded had not Charlotte come to our 
aid and by her caresses soon brought him about. She 
certainly had great influence over him, and he was dotingly 
fond of her. He professed to have pardoned Mrs. Grant, 
but took infinite pains to discover which of the servants had 
assisted in the infamous trick (as he termed it). None of 
the domestics would betray the actual persons. Mordaunt 
was therefore reduced to vent his spleen upon a poor under- 
gardener, because, he said, the damned animals must have 
been supplied by him, notwithstanding his protestations of 
innocence, and he dismissed him from his service. 

On the 18th we all went to London and the following 
day to Epsom races in Lord Peterborough’s famous coach, 
which I have already described, being the first exhibition 
of it upon the road. We got on inimitably well with six 
horses and three postilions. Mrs. Grant, Charlotte, and 
myself sat on one side, Mordaunt and Grant on the other. 
We had previously engaged private lodgings at Epsom, 
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or, ml her, in flic lUMplibourhood, being half a milo distant 
from llu' low), for tbp race week. Eacli dnj' upon making 
our app(‘arnncc on Iho Downs, (bo novelty of our vobiclo 
drew the attention of nil bystnndors, a mob constantly col- 
lecting round us, with open mouths staring at the oxtra- 
ordinaiy machine and criticising cvciy part of it. It cer- 
tainly w.is the c.asicst and most comfortable carriago I ever 
sat in. 

Tlic races l>oing finished wn left Ep.som for London, 
Mordaunt's natural vile temper not being at all improved 
by being three hundred pounds minus b}' tho week’s specu- 
lation, and that entirely owing to his obstinacy and self- 
opinion, which made him back a particular horse, notwth- 
standing Grant, who knew much more of tho matter than 
he did, told him that several of tho Icnoving ones had 
cautioned him against laying upon the favourite, as be had 
not a chance of winning. Ho spumed tho advice, lost his 
money, and tho sulk consequently increased. 

Cliarlotlo and I kept a man and horse in full exercise 
galloping backwards and forwards between Drayton and 
London, for whenever Mordaunt was likely to bo absent six 
or eight hours she instantly dispatched the man with a line 
to give mo notice, in consequence of which I was with her 
as speedily as four horses could convoy mo. 

Mordaunt having invited mo one day to take a seat with 
him in a gig his brother had lent him, wliich, like all the 
Earl’s carriages, was uncommonly elegant and, of course, 
bearing tho arms, coronet, &c., I accepted the offer. We set 
off from Park Lane and drove through Hyde Park. In 
turning out of tho Park one of the stage-coaohes with a 
number of outside passengers, huzzaing and hallooing, 
frightened our horse. Ho began to plunge and kick, finally 
running us against a post of a now Simday turnpike then 
erecting, whereby both shafts of the gig were snapped 
short off and Morda\mt thrown out, but not materially hurt 
by the fall. He then sent his groom on to Kensington to 
procure a post-chaise to carry us on the rest of our way. 
Tho carriage arriving in a few minutes, the gig was given to 
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the charge of the ostler with directions to take it to a 
coaohmaker’s to bo repaired, and ho (Mordaunt) would call 
for it on his return from tlie country. We then proceeded 
to Drayton without further disaster. 

The following morning Charlotte, Mordaunt, and myself, 
during our ride on horseback, mot Sir George Metham, a 
debilitated but high-spirited old debauchee. Ho was quite of 
the vieille Oour, elegant and well bred. In the years 1770- 
1773 1 had often been upon drunlcon parties with him. Ho 
instantly recognized mo and bowed. Being also slightly 
acquainted with Mordaunt, he joined us. In the course 
of conversation discovering that wo wore at Drayton, ho 
observed he was only a few miles distant from that place, 
having a cottage upon Colcshill, to which he requested our 
company at dinner the next day, and, addressing mo in 
particular, said, “ You, Mr. Hickey, will find an old friofid 
there, who I am sure will Bo very happy to see you.” Mor- 
daunt, with more suavity than was usual, said he would 
wait upon Sir George with pleasure, provided he would 
go homo with us and spend the rest of the day at Drayton. 
This Sir George consented to do. Upon our getting there 
he dispatched his horses and servant to say ho should dine 
out and to order his carriage to take him homo at night, 
observing ho wos too old to venture on horseback in the 
dark and with wine in his head. Sir George still enjoying 
the bottle, we drank freely, so much so that Mordaunt got 
extremely intoxicated, and we wore obliged to send him off 
to bod. Sir George remained with Charlotte and me until 
midnight, when ho wished us good night and departed. 

The next day Mordaunt was totally incapable of moving, 
and so ill that ho begged 1 would escort Charlotte and make 
his apologies to Sir George. I ocoordingly did so. Upon 
our arrival at ColcshiU I was much gratified at being greeted 
by a very old female friend, Mrs. Carter, with whom I had 
thentofore been engaged in many a jovial scene, she, in those 
days, being known by the name of Bet Pyo. She appeared 
equally happy at the renewal of our acquaintance and 
talking over matters long past. Sir George had merely told 
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her n gentleman bIio lind formerly laio\\'n ttos coming to dine 
with her. The rest of the party consisted of a young man, 
natural son of Sir George’s, Lord Spencer Hamilton of the 
Guards, and an elderly gentleman of the neighbourhood 
whose name I have forgot. 

We had a delightful day in cvciy respect. So gay and 
cheerful were we all that the hours fled imperceptibly, until 
Charlotte, casually looking at her watch, exclaimed with 
surprize, “ Is it possible that my watch can be right ? If 
it is, time has indeed flown upon wings, for it is past two.” 
And so it undoubtedlj’’ was. I therefore rang to order the 
carriage, but Sir George, like an old sportsman, insisted 
upon our taking the Dxikkin Dorreege (I Icnow not whether 
I spell it correctly. It means the parting glass, or glass at 
the door, in the Irish language),* and he produced some 
burgundj’^ which, if not quite equal to Mr. Paxton’s, was of 
a very superior quality to what was generally met with. 
At three we drove off, and having sbrtcen miles to go it was 
near five ere wo reached Drayton. Wo fotmd Mordaunt, 
early as it was, already up, stalking up and down the walk 
under the w'sll of the garden, in high dudgeon at our long 
stay, the cause of which ho asked with great acrimony. 
He then said he supposed wc had not slept in the carriage, 
with peculiar suUenncss. However, whether we had or 
not, madam would not have many hours of it then, as he 
had received a letter wliioh made his presence in town 
necessary by eleven o’clock, whore he should be detained 
upon business some days. Charlotte and I, w'ho were in 
those days both full of health and vigour, declared our 
readiness, if ho wished it, to set off immediately, neither of 
us feeling a want of sleep. This put him into good-humour. 
Ho condescended to say it was very kind in us, and as he 
was anxious to see his lawyer he would avail himself of it. 
Brealdost being ordered to be made ready as soon as possible, 
by a quarter-post six we got it, directly after which we got 
into a post-chaise and departed for London. 

* ETidestlr Hickoy is referring to the Scotch custom of the '* wee Deooh an 
Doris. “-Ed. 



344 


?.IE!.10rRS OF TnLLIA3I HICKET 


Hr brother and I Trent that dav to dine »rith the nsefnl. 
if not respectable. ITadam KeThr. in Arlington Street. In 
the evening -rre attended three of her chichcr.s. in the old 
c-eldam's coach, to Tcmham Green, to drinV tea at the' 


Pack Horse and treat the misses to a STring. there being a 
capital one £sed im in the garden. We had onlv been a 


fe~ minntes engaged at the sv.ing> vhen into the garden 
Tralks-d ilordannt vith mv dear Charlotte hanging npon his 
arr-i- She looked very much displeased and Tronld scarcely 
deign to speak to me. After a very short stay they returned 


into the honse and I sav no more of them that evening, 
bnt upon getting home some hours afterwards, I fonnd a 
letter from Charlotte -wherein she in strong terms up- 
braided me for degrading myself so far as to appear at a 
onbIic,inn -irith snch companions as she had seen, con- 


cluding -vrith an earnest desire, if I valced her advice, to 
avoid all commotion, -with snch females as I had spent that- 
day -with, aliiiding to two rems^sbly Sne grcls, thongh 


certain^ rather notono-cs, who were distingtdshed by the 
rdoknames of the Duchess of Portland and the Dnche® of 


Devonshire, from a likeness they -were respectively thought 
to bear to these eie-vated personages. 

In June ITordannt made a party for Drayton, of which 
I -was one, and he proposed onr going do-vm together, 
saying he had received information that- Ms brother’s gig 
■was repaired, and if I had no objection tts shonld ride to 
Ehnsington and there get into it, letting onr servants lead 
the horses on. This mode -was accordingly adopted. 
We fonnd Ifr. and 3Irs. Grant, -with Captain ZJacinfosh 
jnst ardved before ns, and soon after Sir George Hetham 
and 3£rs. Carter drove to the do-nr. 

Before the ho-nr of dinner Lord Semple, Captain Adding- 
ton, of the Drageons, Van, and Zsancy Barry, all ar r i v e d. 
We ccmseocently sat dcrm a jovial party, doing dne honour 
to Hords-nnt’s -wines, which -were all of the best. Scon after 
the Moth -was taken away, ITordaxmt complained of sndds'i 
indisprsitiGn. He therefore reqnested I -wonld do the 
favonr to preside, and he left the room. We all thonght is 
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vrnsi n prolonr^' in order (o nvoid rlrinkinp, in wJiicii we did 
him injuHtirc, for Iso won dreadfully hiek asid continued bo 
Fovcral liourB. Ap liis locum fonens I did due honour to tho 
chair, nor quitted it until everj* one of the guests positively 
declined having any snore wine. The next, morning wo nil 
rose sst six o'clock in order to he present at. Guildford races, 
for which place we set off, eight of us in Lonl Peterborough ’b 
fnmojis conch, Ixird Semple and Captain Addington in a 
post-chaise. The races being concluded wo went to an 
inn to dine, and late at night all returned to sleep at 
Mordnunt V. 

Chnrlolto IBnriy and I now became almost inseparable, 
and I was vciy frequently at. Mordnunt.’s at Dra3'ton. 
If he left that place but for a single day either with Lord 
Pcterborougli or any of his I.rf)rdship''s friends, 1 received 
immediate notice thereof, and away I went to console my 
favourite and pass some hours in her society uninterniptcd 
by tho brutality and ill-temper of Mordaunt. For the sake 
of her company I gave occasional entertainments at Rich- 
mond and other places in tho vicinity of London, and wo 
constantly Avont tArico a Aveck to extravagant Buppere at 
Vauxhall, which Bort of life ran away with a great deal of 
my money. 

In July I hired one of Roberts’s eight-oarod harges, 
and a smaller boat to attend with horas and clarionets, 
having previously inAated a party to dine Avith mo 
at tho Castlo at Richmond. At ten in tho morning my 
darling Charlotte, her sister Nancy, Mrs. Grant, and a 
BAveet pretty little girl of about sixteen she brought, Mor- 
daunt, Grant, the junior LoA’clacc, and myeclf embarked 
at Whitehall stairs and proceeded to Richmond. The plan 
we had arranged was, after having dined, &c., to take wine 
on board our boat and row gently doam to Vauxhnll and 
there Bup. Mordaunt from the moment we started was 
more than usually sulky and cynical, so much bo as to throw 
a conBidcrablo damp upon tho spirits of the party. At 
dinner ho got exceedingly drunk without its at all mending 
his temper. 

AV 
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CHABLOTTE BECOMES “MBS. HICKEY ” 

M ajor Walter BOURKE, whom I hare already 
Epoken of, had often mentioned his intention of giving 
me and my brother what he termed a snug little dinner, at his 
chambers in the Temple. “Not,” said he, “that I can attempt 
to entertain en Prince as you do. All I will be bold enough 
to say is that with respect to wine I shall at least rival you : 
better, London does not produce, and I will treat you to a 
bottle of such madeira as is rarely to be met with. I have 
myself had' it a dozen years, it having been imported by 
llr. Verelst when Governor of Bengal. Eor dinner you 
must for once be content with a good dish of fish, and- a 
plain roast or boiled joint of meat.” After repeating these 
sort of speeches whenever we met, he at last proposed a day 
whereon we were to partake of his promised fare. My 
brother and I accordingly went at the hour fixed to his 
apartments three pair of stairs in Brick Court in the 
Temple. Upon entering the outer room, we found a tall, 
meagre old Swiss servant in a threadbare uniform scarlet 
coat of his master’s, turning a string to the end of which was 
suspended a small bit of a miserably thin, ill-looking neck of 
mutton, the whole appearance of the room and its contents 
bespeaking the utmost poverty and wretchedness. The 
Swiss, with the natural civility and politeness of his country, 
showed us into what he called “ the best chamber,” saying 
his master was not yet returned from the City, but he ex- 
pected his arrival every moment, the hour at which the 
dinner was ordered to be ready being already past. 

During our conversation with the Swiss, a very gentleman- 
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Hke-lo(>l:inp Jnnn, ajipnn’nily r:vtli<'r altovp fifty j'care of ngc, 
hiiorlicd at t1u‘ (l<'or anil was ndiiiiitcd, lies also being an 
invit< ii Shortly after our arrival the Swirs brought 

into " the Ki t. cliainber ” a crazy l:ind of card table, which 
Ilf plari'd in thf tniddle of the room, apreading over it n 
cloth <if imch locality dirnem-ion? a*; lucndy to cover the 
surface. Upon this he put four plates, with knives, forks, 
i^e., h aving a very i-mall i-pace indeed for viands, so that 
we began to doubt the possibility of putting more than 
a Kinrif di«h ujion the table. 

In about half an hour our host came in, apologizing for 
being rn late by urgent business detaining him in tho Citj’. 
He directly railed vociferously for dinner in Fn'iich, speak- 
inp nothing ehe to his servant. In another half-hour the 
Swiss enten d with a small punch-bowl, which having 
placed ujion the table, the Major desired u.b to take our 
scuts. The next thing was, “Did wo choose soup ? ” All 
answered, “ Yes," atid he proceeded to son’o out, not soup, 
but the most ahominnblc, washy, tasteless broth that over 
wretched cook produced. The stranger, mj'solf olid brother, 
made each an attempt to swallow a few spoonfuls, whilst 
our host baled up two plates of it as if it had been most 
delicious stufT. 

Our next dish was about a pound and a half of scrag 
of mutton taken out of the punch-bowl, and wliioh had 
produced the ocean of broth. Whilst j)ulling the vile morsel 
to pieces he proposed a general glass of wine. I certainly 
expected the dclioious Vcrelst niadcira, instead of wbicli 
I sipped at some rot gut Lisbon, which with much ceremony 
he himself took from a cellaret that stood in tho comer 
of the room, tho bottle not being half full. 

As the Major could not help perceiving we did not seem 
to relish his wine, ho commenced an harangue upon tho 
abuses of Custom House officers, by whose infamous tricks 
ho was disappointed in the pleasure ho intended of treating 
us with his famous East India madcira. “ However,” said 
ho, “ I hope to recomponso you by my port, which is deemed 
excellent by all my friends.” I directly proposed tasting it. 
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He ordered his Swiss to bring the “ Vin rouge,” The man 
going to the cellaret brought forth a bottle containing just 
three glasses, one of which being ojEFered to me I angrily 
said I was not in the habit of drinldng stale bottoms of 
bottles, and refused to take it, my brother following my 
example. The Major thereupon began to abuse the poor 
Swiss who, shrugging his shoulders, simply observed he only 
obeyed orders. In a few minutes a fresh bottle of common 
tolerable port was brought, of which I took half a glass, 
for not having had anything to eat I felt no inclination to 
drink, and waited the approach of the string-twirled bit of 
mutton which in due time came forward, and of which I got 
a sin^e bone. 

In the midst of this extraordinary scene of meanness and 
penury our host seemed perfectly satisfied, nor made the 
least apology either for the scantiness or quality of his meal. 
A piece of mild Gloucester cheese being brought, through its 
aid I was enabled to drink another ^ass of port. The bottle 
from the industry of the master being nearly emptied, he 
loudly called, “Du Vin,” but after repeated similar calls 
no “ Vin ” appearing he rung a little hand-bell that stood 
by him on the table. The ever-ready Swiss obe 3 dng the 
summons, was desired to bring more’ wine, when, after a 
pause and doubtful look, he whispered his master, who 
immediately exclaimed aloud, “Your neglect, sir, is un- 
pardonable,” at the same time pulling his purse from his 
podret and taking therefrom half a crown which he gave 
the man, observing to me he always purchased his port 
fresh and fresh from the Devil tavern, because it was 
near his chambers and they always sent the best of 
wines. 

This systematic meanness was more than I could bear. 
I bounced up, seized my hat, and saying it was out of my 
power to wait the 'arrival of a second bottle, departed, my 
brother and the other gentleman immediately following 
my example. Even the love of money that prevailed over 
every other consideration with Major Bourke did not quite 
reconcile him to our abrupt and sudden 'secession from his 
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ciitcrlatnviciil, nnd I liatl 8»i])?cq»icnt.l3' reason to know that 
he pinccrcly repented his scurvy Ircatnicnt of ns. 

This dinner hecanie the siihjcct of general conversation, 
occasioning much wit nnd some ridiculous paragraphs in 
the ncwspa])ers, the women, loo, getting hold of it. When- 
ever Major Bourkc appeared in public a buzz went round of 
" Tiiat’s the mutton broth Bengal Major,” “ The scrag 
Major,” ** The famous madeira Major,” and other phrases 
of a similar nature which greatly mortified him. 

Upon leaving Major Bourke’s chambers, I proposed 
adjourning to a tavern in order to get some dinner, which 
being agreed to by my fellow-sulTcrci'S we walked to tho 
Devil in Fleet Street , where we speedily sat down to an 
admirable soup, a dish of fine frc.sh fish, and high-flavoured 
venison, washing the whole down with a plentiful allowance 
of vcr3' lolcnible claret, more than once drinking to tho 
amendment of our late host’s toblc for the benefit of any 
future unfortunate guests ho might have. 

In September Mordaiint took Charlotte to Brighton, and 
I consequently once more occupied ray rooms at my father’s 
in St. Albans Street. Rotuniing from a tavern dinner 
about two o’clock in the morning, I found one of my sister’s 
large and elegant parties just breaking up, and was then 
introduced to tho Duke of Hamilton, Sir Watts Horton, 
Mr.Loraine Smith, and hir. Macphcrson,thc last of whom was 
upon tho eve of going out to Bengal in tho Supremo Council, 
he afterwards becoming Governor-General nnd a Baronet. 
Previous to retiring to my chamber, my sister particularly 
requested that I would dine at homo tho next day, as Major 
St. Lcger was to be of tho party and she much wished me 
to meet him. Having previously promised my brother that 
I would go and dine ^vith him at Richmond that day, I 
made an apology for not keeping my engagement and 
mentioned tho reason, upon which my brother also deter- 
mined to dine at homo. Ho had taken a great dislike to 
St. Leger, which he marked by sulkiness and ill-humour, 
scarcely uttering a word excej)t to answer the questions 
directly addressed to him. Tho company consisted of 



352 


MEMOIRS OF WILLIAIvI HICKEY 


Major St. Leger, Mr. Campell, now Lord Cawdor, and Harry 
Greville. Notwithstanding my brother’s sulhy fit we spent 
a pleasant day and were very merry. 

On Mordaunt’s return from Brighton Charlotte sent for 
me to say she was resolved to leave Mordannt, and requested 
I would take her under my protection. This I with pleasure 
acceded to. She then begged I would not say anything 
about it until our return to Drayton, when she would com- 
municate her intention to Mordaunt and come back to 
London with me. Upon our arrival at Drayton he was, 
if possible, more surly than ever, continuing so the whole 
day. After supper Charlotte abruptly told him she intended 
leaving him the next morning and no longer to submit to 
his brutality. This made him outrageous. Seizing a knife 
from the table) he swore with the most horrible oaths that 
rather than permit her to quit his house he would bury it 
in her heart, and from his action and manner I really ex- 
pected him to put his threat in execution. I therefore 
instantly placed myself between him and Charlotte, re- 
minding him that even insanity would not prevent his being 
hanged should he commit murder. He abused me in the 
grossest terms, insisting upon my leaving his house. Having 
armed myself with a poker I set him at defiance, spoke my 
sentiments of him with great freedom, and told him T 
would not stir unless Mrs. Barry accompanied me. The 
perspiration ran down his face in streams from rage, and I 
actually thought he must have died with passion. 

At Charlotte’s most earnest entreaty I consented to 
leave the house that night and wait at Uxbridge until I 
heard from her. I accordingly, after again cautioning Mor 
daunt, declaring I would make him responsible to the law 
for any act of violence, left Drayton and went to an inn at 
Uxbridge. The next day about noon, just as I was dispatch- 
ing a messenger to her with a letter, I received a note from 
her, saying Lord Peterborough had called with another 
gentleman to take Mordaunt to Windsor ; that previous 
to going he had with a drawn sword at her breast com- 
pelled her to swear she would not leave the house during 
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his absence, but that she could not consider a promise 
so obtained at all binding upon her, therefore requested I 
would send a post-chaise for her. Ordering one immedi- 
ately, I went myself in it to Drayton, took her in and drove 
to London, carrying her at her own desire to her sister 
Nancy at Mr. Van’s in Park Lane. After a short consulta- 
tion with her sister, we three sallied forth (Van being upon 
duty at the Tower) in search of lodgings, as Charlotte was 
determined no more to enter those in Queen Ann Street, 
they having been taken by Mordaunt. After looking at 
several, we fixed upon an excellent first fioor in Upper 
Seymour Street, Portman Square, where Charlotte and I, 
after getting her trunks from Queen Ann Street, took up 
our abode and slept that night unmolested. 

The next evening being that on which Vauxhall closed, 
Charlotte and 1 drove there about nine o’clock. One of the 
persons we saw upon entering the gardens was Mordaunt, 
in company with Lord Peterborough and a large party of 
young men of fashion. To our utter amazement he took 
not the least notice of either of us during the whole time we 
continued there, which was until near one, when we re- 
turned home. Between three and four I was awakened by 
loud and repeated knocking at the street door, and before 
I could get on my clothes one of the servants had opened 
the door, when I heard the voices of several persons, es- 
pecially Mordaunt’s and the servants’, the latter strongly 
remonstrating against their going upstairs. By Mordaunt’s 
language I knew he was drunk. 

Charlotte, much terrified, entreated I would not go out 
of the room. As, however, I felt that would encourage 
the party I instantly unlocked the bed-chamber door, when 
'I met Mordaunt, Lord Semple, and two other young men 
in the regimentals of the Guards upon the stairs. Address- 
ing the strangers, I desired to know the meaning of such an 
outrage upon a gentleman’s private apartments. Mordaunt 
instantly replied, “ Oh, damn him, never mind him ; he 
has got my woman away from me and, by God ! he shall 
now give her up.” Lord Semple interrupted him, saying. 
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“ For shamo, Captain Mordaunt, you have deceived us and 
thereby led us to the commission of an unpardonable 
offence.” And, turning to mo, his Lordship made the 
handsomest apology for the intrusion of himself and two 
friends, whicli they had been led into from Captain Mor> 
daunt’s telling them the house belonged to a female friend 
of his who had plenty of girls with her. To this I observed 
the more his Lordship knew of Mr. Mordaunt the more 
occasion he would find to blush for him and to feel ashamed 
of his conduct. The three gentlemen then by main force 
compelled Mordaunt to go downstairs and leave the 
house, ho cursing and swearing that ho would put me to 
death. 

As whenever Mordaunt committed excess, whieh was fre- 
quently the case, he always, visited Seymour Street, making 
a noise and riot at the house door, I considered it necessary 
to put a stop to it, and therefore determined upon his next 
attack to got a constable to carry him before a magistrate. 

A few nights after Mordaunt’s violent attack in Seymour 
Street, Charlotte having asked Mr. and Mrs. Grant to dine 
with us, wo four wont to the opening for the season of Covent 
Garden Theatre. We had not been long seated in one of 
the green boxes when Mordaunt entered. . Being more than 
half drunk, he was as usual exceedingly abusive, offensive, 
and troublesome, whereupon I, with the utmost composure, 
assured him that if he did not desist and instantly leave 
the box I would break every bone in his body. Grant, too, 
at the same time loudly execrating his behaviour, he retired, 
but at the door of the box ho called out, “ Hickey, although 
you have treated mo scandalously ill, by God ! I cannot 
bear to see you the dupe of that double-faced Scotch pedlar 
Jemmy Grant, who, after benefiting by your generosity >in 
various ways and partaldng of your hospitality for upwards 
of a twelvemonth, has now ordered his servants to refuse 
you admittance whenever you eall at his house, and, not 
content with this, he abuses you wherever ho goes as a 
thoughtless, extravagant spendthrift.” 

Neither Grant nor myself made any comment upon this 
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speech at the iimo. It, however, struck me very forcibly, 
for I thought I had latoljf observed a change in Grant’s 
manner towards mo. It also brought to my recollection 
having called several times in Colman Street without ever 
finding Grant there, which had never before occurred. 
Determined at once to ascertain whether there was any 
foundation for what Mordaunt had said at the play-house 
or not, I went the following morning to Grant’s. Upon 
knocking at the door the servant, who know me perfectly 
well, said his master was out. I remarked that Mr. Grant 
was not in the habit of leaving home so early, but that as 
such was the case, and I wanted much to see him, I would 
wait his return, and I immediately opened the parlour door, 
where to the utter confusion of Mr. James Grant, he and 
his brother were sitting quietly at their brealdast. Address- 
ing Mr. Peter Grant, I apologized for my unseasonable in- 
trusion, shortly giving my reason for it, adding that I was 
sorry to find there was but too much Joundation for what 
Captain Mordaunt had said, and that his brother James had 
acted towards me with a duplicity and meanness incon- 
sistent with the character of a gentleman. 

James Grant seemed confounded and quite at a loss how 
to act. After a very awlcward pause he, in a hesitating, un- 
gracious manner, said, “ It was evident to everybody that 
knew mo that I was living in a stylo it was impossible I 
could support ; that ho had been credibly informed I had 
already applied to several persons with whom I had only a 
slight acquaintance to borrow money from them ; that his 
situation in life as a merchant, a West India agent, and 
citizen of London, of course everything depending upon 
his moral character and conduct in life, made it extremely 
indecorous for him to be seen constantly in public places 
with a set of dissipated and extravagant young men, nor 
could he afiord to advance to me, or any other who lived 
beyond their means, cash to support a system of incon- 
siderate folly ; that for these reasons he was free to acknow- 
ledge ho was desirous of dropping the intimacy that had 
subsisted between us, although he should never cease to 
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when Mordaunt rushed in, knocked llie poor Italian do^vn 
flat in the passage and ran upstairs, followed by the maid 
with the light, she er 3 ’’ing out, “ TJiievcs ! ” 

In the morning I wont to the Watch House and found 
Mordaunt had prooured bail and was gone home, but so 
maimed and hurt thoj' were obliged to earry him in their 
arms to the sedan chair that convoyed liim away. I heard 
nothing more about the gentleman for four days afterwards 
when Captain Grey, of the Dragoons, called upon me, as ho 
said, at the request of Captain IMordaunt, who was still con- 
fined to his chamber from the ill-treat ment ho had received 
from mo, and for which he required me to name time, place, 
and weapons, to give him satisfaction. I told Captain Grej' 
I was ready to coraplj’’ with liis desire if after hearing my 
statement he, as a gentleman, would say I ought to do so. I 
then related all that had occurred on the night of Mordaunt’s 
brutal attack upon mo at my own lodgings, at which Cap- 
tain Grey was quite confounded, declared I had done no 
more than such infamous conduct deserved, and that I 
should have been completely justified in the opinions of all 
mankind had I put him to death at the moment. He then 
expressed his sorrow at having given me the trouble of an 
explanation, which he had been led to by the gross and 
ungcntlemanlilre misrepresentation of Captain Mordaimt, 
whose acquaintance he should drop in consequence, after 
telling biwi the discovery he had made of his falsehood. 

A week after this visit of Captain Grey’s, Mr Van called 
in Seymour Street to say that Mordaunt had suadenly dis- 
appeared, no person Imowing whither he was gone to, 
though many to their cost knew he had left debts to a large 
amount unpaid. The general opinion seemed to be that he 
had got on board an American vessel, but upon further 
enquiry I discovered that he had gone as fast as four post- 
horses could convey him to Margate, at which place he 
hired a small smuggling cutter to carry him over to Ostend, 
where he engaged a passage to India in a Danish ship that 
had touched at that port for the purpose of receiving him 
and other English passengers. I am free to confess I felt 
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happv at thiis getting lid of a man Trto had been, a great 
grieTanoe to me, and ~ho neTer failed to annoj me some 
■pov or other vrhen his spidt ~as raised hy excess in Trine. 

Soon after the opera opened for the "Pinter. I accom- 
panied Charlotte to it, and in the pit recognized mj qncn- 
dam acquaintance. Commodore Pdohardson, irho behaved 
so shabbilv relative to onr proposed journey to Imiand. 
He TTEs dressed in his full Bengal marine Tmffoim, "phieh 
from its ga"udiness, being covered "pith lace, and tvo im- 
mense rich b-oHion epa^nlettes, at that time not- "used in the 
British Xavy, dre“ ail eves xip-on him. Upon seeing me he 
had the assurance to come "up and address me vrith the 
utmost familiarity, presenting his hand. I m'nstered the 
most contemptnous iooh in my porrer, and "pithoiit -n-js-Hny 
any ansver or taMng the least notice of his profered hand, 
turned my hack upon him, to the innnite entertainment of 
several vorms c-oxcombs that ■pitnessed the scene. 

Captain Thomson norr -pxcfe me a letter, expressing his 
concern that it ~ould not he in his po"7rer to give me and 
2*IrsH2ckey(£or Charlotte had dropped the name of Barry and 
assumed mins) a passage to India, the Idzjor he had before 
alluded to, pith his family, having determined to embark 
on hoard the CdXciVji. ^ civilly assured me that 
could he have anyhcrr contrived it he should have felt 
much pleasure in having "cs as shipmates, b-ut it Tras un- 
practfcable. 

I noTT began to feel seriously alarmed lest I EhD"nId lose 
the season altogether, and vas "thereby rendered very 
miserable. In the midst of mv anxietv I one dav dined at 


lilr. Plumer, senioris, Trhere, mentiorins the extreme diS- 
eulty I found about a passage and my Epprehensicn that 
T should ultimatelv •rpn m umcurinE one. hir. Plumer said 
under such eircumstanc-es he pould advise me to go to 
Lisbon, from Trhich place I might find frequent cuportunifies 
of proceeding to India in as fj-rp. ships as any in the pcrid, 
and have spadous cabins. He further observed that he had 
' many esteemed rnends in Portugal to — horn he pould give 
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in cron* rcppcrt find i1 nn rlirn*!'' vv-r.y of to Indirt. 

I nl oncp dctomiiru'd I'O ndnpt lii.-'.l H** 

told inp that, till.' ond of tlio ymr \vtiuld !«' tl:'” prop;-r Umo 
for mo to procood to Lisbon, Ih*’ t-nrl;' -' I’orJtiftot fliip"* 
eailinp hctwpon tlio Ifi'.h nnd 31tit of dMUir.ry. Clinrlott'’ 
wni dcliphtcd with thi;i niranpoim-nt . 

Wo ppcnt tho jdjort period v/n hn.d to r\-tnoin in I/mdon 
05 goily 05 porr-iMc, ott^nding the tl.<’:itn.*^ nnd rven* other 
public pinco of cnl'. rtnirur.cnt. 

Mr, riumcr govt* mo Ihf vorine t h-tt' r.- of n eojnm'T.do- 
tion to Mor^iourr- Homo ond Si!!, D'l Vi -!ii<* nnd P'-nry, 
Sir John Hort, tho roirul-th-nond. r.nd M- •icur,- Mnyiv 
nnd Company, From otlnr frimdv 1 oht:iii;id !« tlor; t^t 
tho Honour.ihlo ?Jr. Wnlfir.l'-, th'' P.riti-h .Ainh.!- • ndor, 
Mr. Pnieloy, Mr. Ko-t<r, nnd ■•.•viTnl nih' r n ‘ p -rtrihlo nur- 
enntilo hou505 nt IJ^hon. 

As I found Mr. Pluinor, in t orno t>f lii-^ I'H'-rn lir.d rnon- 
tioned mo ns n mnrritd mnn, I told niy ('linrloH'' tlo-noo- 
fom’nnl wo must pn'-"’ ovory.vlo-n- for in.'wi nnd wife, nnd 
hnving had most, convinoing jirouf-. fj lior linctro nftneh* 
ment to mo, of lur uncoiinium i-wc< ln< ri of t'. !np< r nmi 
many cptimnhlo qurditios, I propored ninhing lior nnlly 
Fo by going through tho mnrringf corcnumy. Hut tlii-? idu* 
peremptorily rofuFcd, oh;-t'r\'inp that- oho wa.*? nlroady n-'i 
happy ns woman could he ; that should sho avail iK-n olf of 
my generous offer nnd I nt. any fiit un* juViod n-jicnt nf whnt 
I had done, it undoubtedly would hroal: hor lu-art. She 
therefore begged that sho might still dojiond ujion my dis- 
interested love, which she foil oonlidonl she never should by 
any act of hers dcKcrvedly forfeit. From that, hour 1 con- 
sidered myeelf nn much hor husband ns the strictest forms 
and ceremonies of the Church could Imvo nuido mo. 

Towards tho end of the month of December one thousand 
Boven hundred nnd cightj'-one, upon another review of my 
private affairs, I found only a few pounds remained in my 
banker’s bands. I therefore once more applied to the 
agents, McBsiourB Irvine and Touchet, on tho subject of 
my diBbursomenls in getting homo from the Capo of Good 
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Hope, but I had no better success than on the former occa* 
sion. The agents, however, who admitted they thought mo 
hardly dealt by, of their own accord offered to advance me 
the sum of one hundred pounds upon my own security, 
which they accordingly did, and I granted my promissory 
note for the repayment thereof within three months after 
my return to Calcutta. 

Although tills one hundred pounds furnished mo with 
the moans of paying off several small demands, I well Icnow 
how inadequate it was to clearing mo from all debts and 
enabling me to prosecute my Lisbon scheme. I therefore 
stated my unpleasant situation to Mr. Thomas Plumer, son 
of the gentleman I have above mentioned, and brother to 
my Madras friend, Mr. Hall Plumer. This Mr. Thomas 
Plumer is now, and has been for upwards of four years. 
His Majesty’s Solicitor-General. Upon receipt of my letter 
ho also advanced mo one hundred pounds upon my bond, 
payable in Bengal. 

Although the much-loved original was to accompany me 
to India, yet I was desirous of possessing a good portrait of 
my dearest Charlotte. She had presented mo with one 
painted by Engleheart, which I thought did not do her 
justice, besides being a stiff, formal picture. This made 
mo wish to have one by Cosway, then in high reputation 
as an artist, and very deservedly so. I therefore called to 
ask if ho could oblige me by taldng a miniature likeness in 
the course of a few days, I being upon the eve of leaving 
England. He replied that he never had been so deeply 
engaged in business, or so much teased by persons pressing 
for their pictures as at that period, nevertheless, as he 
really wished to oblige me, and saw a peculiar character of 
countenance in Mrs. Barry of which he was^sure he should 
succeed in making a superior picture, ho would for once 
in his life act a deceitful part by shutting himself up and 
refusing admittance to anybody under the plea of iUness, 
until ho had completed the work. Ho requested she would 
come and sit to him the following morning. I accordingly 
accompanied her. and was much amused by observing the 
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progroFP of tlic picture, poon perceiving that lie would make 
n beautiful thing of it. Freskini who, since Chnrlotto and 1 
came together, always drcpsed her hair, did so upon this 
occasion in the most fashionable and elegant stylo, so much 
FO as to draw from Cosway the remark that ho never had 
peon a finer head of hair. 

After Charlotte had sat twice we, one morning upon our 
return from riding, called at Cosway’s in Berkeley Row, 
not with any idea of her then sitting again, she being in 
her riding-habit., but merely to see the progress ho had made 
during the preceding daj*. The weather being uncommonly 
clear and fine for the time of year, we had taken so long a 
ride as to put her quite in a glow, and she looked remark- 
ably well. Some of her curls having blown loose, she had 
taken off her hat and was standing before a glass arranging 
them when Coswaj* entered the room. Ho gave a start of 
sm-prizc, exclaiming, “ Good God 1 what an alteration for 
the bettor. 1 declare on my honour I shoidd not know you 
for tho same woman. Como here, como along ■with mo this 
moment, just ns 3’ou arc. No moro dressed head, powder, 
or pomatum. I never saw such a change, so now is the time 
to show you off to advantage.” Then presenting his hand 
he led her into his painting room, rubbed out the elegantly 
arranged hair, and drew her exactly as she then sat before 
me, making as ho had truly prc^ctcd one of the most 
beautiful pictures I ever beheld, tho likeness being inimit- 
able. After sitting full three hours, I saw e'vidently that he 
was greatly dcUghted with it himself. With some difficulty 
I prevailed upon him not to touch it any more, feeling 
satisfied it could not bo improved and might be hurt by 
attempting at a higher finishing. I would willingly have 
carried it away at that time, but that he would not hear of, 
saying ho must totich the drapery a little, besides which he 
was too proud of his performance not to be desirous of show- 
ing it to a few persons who were real connoisseurs. A week 
aftenvards I received it from Cosway, and it has ever since 
been my inseparable companion. 
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TO USBOK VrrZB. chablotte 

TT noTT became necessaij that I shonld leare Eaglani 
Jl I tberefore Szed npon tbe let- of January, 1782, for my 
departore for Ealmontn, being to embark at- tbat place for 
Lisbon, and arranged my matters accordingly. As no one 
of my family, except my brotber, kneis- of tbe attachment 
tbat subdsted betfreen Cbailotte and me, conseqnently 
conld bare no idea of my intending to fake her out -pritb 
me to India, I vas tbe more solicitous to keep tbat secret, 
•wbicb required some management. After consulting Tritb 
CJbarlotfe, it- «as agreed tbat I should proceed to Exeter 
■srftbout her, but Tvait her joining ms at tbat city. 

Being rather short of rea'dy cash, an indispensable requisite 
for traTeBing, I iras under the disagreeable necessity of 
leaving iir. Cosway and a few other creditors unpaid, my 
nnsettlsd debts not exceeding altogether one hundred and 
fifty ponnds, tbe whole of which I discharged with interest 
in a few months after I reached Calcntta. 

As I always had a particular dislike to formal Isave- 
taking (which I believe I have already observed), instead 
of waiting to breakfast in St. Albans Street the morning 
of tbe 2nd, as I told my sisters I should do, I ordered a post- 
chaise at midnight of the let, into which I and Xahoh got. 
Thns, at the time my family imaginc-d me to be fast asleep 
in my own room, I was dashing away at the rate of nine 
miles an hour towards the western extremity of our sea-girt 
island. For stealing oS in this manner I had, by letters, 
manv severe renroaches from mv sisters. But my father 
and brother admitted they thought me right in avoiding 

S54 
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ft diBlrc'pping nnd unpicnsani pccno, ahvayn better sliunncd 
tlinii courted. Through life, nt least eineo I bceamo to a 
certain extent ni.v own innstcr, I linvo made it a rule to 
quit those persons I loved, when doomed to aepardte, with- 
out ftnnouncing the precise hour of departure. 

Poor Frcskini, who had no doubt but that ho should 
accompany me to India, was thrown into sad grief upon 
my telling him it could not bo. The fact was that having 
received intimation of tho enormous exponso attending 
ft residence in Lisbon, I wns compelled to reduce my estab- 
lishment, an ndditional servant being a matter of serious 
importance. Previous to my leaving London, however, I 
took him to old Captain Larkins, father of tho then Com- 
mander of the irarrcri Haslings, and who had always been 
vciy kind to me, and this worthy man promised me to pro- 
cure ft passage for him on board ono of tho Company’s ships 
the following autumn. 

About nine o’clock in tho morning of tho 2nd I brcalcfasted 
at Whitchurch in Buckinghamshire, fifty-seven miles from 
London, proceeded that day to Bridport in Dorsetshire, 
where I slept, and tho following morning arrived at Exoter, 
ono hundred nnd seventy-three miles from tho oapital. 
I took up my abode at tho now hotel / a term then little 
luiown in England, though now in general use, every little 
dirty coilco-houso in London being dignified mth the name 
of hold / 

Having ordered a ohicken and steak for my solitary 
dinner, whilst it w'as preparing I sallied fprth in quest of 
Doctor Carrington, tho Doan of the Cathedral, for whom 
1 had a letter of introduction from a nephew of Ids, who was 
an old assooiato of mine, and ono of the soidor clerks in the 
Secretary of State’s office. I foimd the Reverend Dean at 
home in an excellent mansion, who received me very kindly, 
pressing mo much to stay to dinner, which I declined, expect- 
ing to see my dear girl every hour, but I promised to wait 
upon him the next day. 

Whilst prosing over a newspaper without Icnowing one 
word I read, about eight o’clock in the evening my Charlotte 
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arrived, greatly fatigued, not having taken finy refreshment 
or stopped, but to change horses, the whole journey. She 
was attended by a favourite female servant who had lived 
with her three years. She was one of the most beautiful 
creatures I ever beheld, accomplished far beyond, her 
station, and, as Charlotte assured me, strictly virtuous, of, 
a delicate form, with a little constant cough that I thought 
bespoke consumption, and so it unfortunately proved. Had 
her life been spared she would, I am convinced, have been 
soon advantageously married in India. 

That night was one of the happiest of my life, having the 
quiet, undisputed possession of the woman I almost adored, 
who had proved the warmth of her affection for me by 
sacrificing ooimtry and friends to bear me company to a 
burning and unhealthy climate. 

'Whilst sitting at breakfast with my amiable partner the 
next morning, I received a very polite note from Dean Car- 
rington, saying he had that moment heard of Mrs. Hickey’s 
arrival and entreating her company also at dinner. Before 
I could write an answer, the Dean and his lady were an- 
nounced, politely coming to visit us, and thus did my 
Charlotte for the first time appear in a character nature as 
well as education intended her for, and which during the 
remainder of her short life she filled with credit to herself 
and me, becoming the admiration of everyone who knew 
her for her sweetness of temper and elegantly easy manners. 

At the hour appointed we went to the Dean’s, who intro- 
duced us to three grown-up daughters, all good, fine young 
women. They, as well as their mother, were delighted with 
Mrs. Hickey, and before they parted that night urged her 
most kindly to endeavour to prevail upon me to leave the 
hotel and reside with them during our stay. The Dean in- 
formed me that the post of that morning had brought 
intelligence of four packets having all sailed together from 
Falmouth in the afternoon of the 2nd ; that it was therefore 
certain no other would be dispatched for six weeks to come, 
and as Falmouth was at all times a very disagreeable place 
for a stranger to reside in we had better remain' for a month. 



A DKI.lGlITFn, FAMILY nr, 7 

nt Ir.-.-!, n? I-Arlt’r. vrjiirli Jir Impr-fl to rrntlrr pIc/Uinnfor 
In ir- limn tlm foriiv'r tfwn rnuM 1*<'. n” Im ivn's mm' hi« wifo 
nml tlanplili'rf! xvnnlfl ilo rwn-tliiiif: in fh<’ir jinwrr l« make 
11 f(*, Fp.'si jt'ininp tin* Imlir’* tli'*y nllnckcd wo with (mi* 
in'at;*'.-- to fontiju!" at th'ir hou'c, Init a*! I conceived I 
ouphl not Ut arrMf I dr-clincd. rayinp, however, I felt- the 
hindnrf •' of the ofj* r and that for our own rahe*: thf\' tdioidd 
have an njjmh «>f ot)r roinp.my n*; they ronld define. 

In cojr'-qtn nee of what the Dean had told nio I doter- 
rnirnd i<i foHriw hi-- advice hy remnininp where I wrus*, l)ut. 
in onler t<» avoid all ri-1: of di*>apjH)intnn-nl limited my r.tay 
to half llse jwriod In- had mentioned, that ir-, three weclus. 

The I)( a!i and hi'- family t-howed te- m: mtjrh hindnc.^s aa if 
wr had Wn frieml'- of long f-tatulinp. Kvery day Kome new 
arnn-rment wa'f adopted, and we w<-rv introtlnrcd to .several 
rhanninp fatnilie- helwcen wlmin and the Dean’.s mutual 
ho- pitalitie-! werx« exehanped. Thu;s time ftlided away im- 
p'-recjitihly until th<* day of our dejiarttire arrived, to the 
mutu.'il n-pn-t of all particp. On tin* 2-lth of .Tanuaty a 
tnelatjcholy cryinp (-et-ne took plaeo Intwecn the ladies, 
fntm which I t<m* my Cluirlt>tte away, placing her in n 
pii-t -roach and four, and we drove ofT. 1 certainly never 
f«-lt ro l■■in^<•^^' a r»-f.'ard for n family with whom I had .so 
fhort an nrquaintajiec a-; 1 did for the Dean’s. 

I hoped ajid int<-nded to ix'ach Falmouth the same night, 
1ml foutul the roads i o extremely rough and bad my pro- 
gre*^-! wa.'x slow. 'J’he days, too, being very short-, I thought 
it mo'.t ndviKabl" to stoji at Saint Michael’s, eighteen miles 
short of our destination. There we slept in the mo.st wretched 
of hovels, though by the sign before the door announecd to 
bo ati f«H and to afford aiU rtainment for man and horso. 

Having no inducement to stay in so poverty-stricken a 
house, wo left it early in the morning, by ten o’clock 
arriving at Fnlinouth, Tins in a corporate tow-n, and I w-ill 
be bold to ray the most de.spicablc ono in His Majc.sty’s 
dominions. The po.st-boys, being left to mako tlicir own 
liclection, drove us to the King’s Arms, which they as.sertcd 
t-o 1)0 the best house in the place. All I can say is that if 
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such was the case, bad indeed was the best. Neither victuals 
nor drink, except of a kind that would have disgraced the 
lowest ale house, eoiild I procure, yet in one point they un- 
doubtedly supported the name of an inn, I mean the ex- 
orbitance of eharges. 

Mr. Holt, of the India House, having given me a letter to 
the Company’s agent, in the afternoon of the day of my 
arrival, having ascertained where he lived, I went to deliver 
it. His name was Bell. Upon reading the letter I gave him, 
he expressed the highest respect and regard for Mr. Holt, 
to whom he said he lay under great personal obligation ; 
that it would therefore afford him much satisfaction to 
show every attention to any friend of his, and he begged I 
would command his best services. Upon my mentioning 
the circumstance of having slept the preceding night at 
St. Michael’s, he observed that it was unlucky that I had 
done so, a packet having sailed for Lisbon at eight o’clock 
that morning. This I thought an unfortunate commence- 
ment of my journey and future voyage, but repining at 
what could not be remedied being useless, I did not mention 
it to Mrs. Hickey. 

In my conversation with Mr. Bell I complained of the 
inn I was lodged at, whereupon he recommended me to 
go into private lodgings, by which I should secure comfort- 
able apartments for sitting in and sleeping, though not 
mend the eating part, as I should be obliged to get my sup- 
plies from the inn, the townspeople and innkeepers having 
such an understanding that no private person or tradesman 
would ever allow a lodger to have anything dressed at home. 
Mr. Bell then very politely attended mo to an exceedingly 
neat and well-fumishcd first floor at a turner’s shop directly 
opposite the King’s Arms, of which I took immediate pos- 
session. 

Mr. Bell, being a married man, invited lis to spend the 
following day with him, where we were handsomely enter- 
tained. The party wore delighted with my Charlotte’s 
singing, an accomplishment she excelled in, her voice being 
both sweet and melodious. At this dinner I met Captain 
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Smith, ftn old post-captnin of the Royal Navy, distinguished 
b3’ the iiiclcnnnic of “ Jiooluvggey ” from a ridiculous song he 
frequent Ij' sang in which that word was often repeated, and 
with peculiar drollery. 

At Jlr. Bell’s I was likewise introduced to Captain Todd, 
Cdramander of the Hanover, a Lisbon packet wliich, being 
next in rotation we, of course, should embark in. Cap- 
tain Todd told me he had no doubt of sailing in ten days or 
a fortnight at furthest. 

On the 30lh of the month, I was agreeably surprized 
at being addressed b}' a tall, well-looking young man, who 
introduced himself to mo as an old and intimate friend, 
but os I had no recollection of him he told me his name 
was Daniel Hoissard, and that wo were schoolfellows at 
Streathnm. I then recognized him as one of my favourites 
at that Academy, though grown quite out of my knowledge. 
He had just arrived from London on his way to Lisbon, 
where ho was established in business, being a junior partner 
in Paisley and Company’s firm. As ho was remarkably 
fond of music and himself a proficient he was excessively 
pleased with Mrs. Hickey’s pow'ers in that way, and except 
at the hours of rest was never away from us. Independent 
of his musical talents, ho proved a great acquisition to us, 
possessing a fund of good-humour mth great vivacity. 

The weather being favom'able we made excursions about 
the neighbouring country, our first being to the romantic 
and beautiful residence of Sir John St. Aubyn at Mount’s 
Bay. It is erected upon a high rock surrounded by the sea, 
except at nearly low water when it might be approached 
over a hard sandbank for full half a mile. The tide being 
in when we visited it we were conveyed across in a com- 
modious boat. The house is splendidly furnished, and the 
views in every direction uncommonly grand. Upon the 
summit of the rock, projecting over an abyss of sfeveral 
hundred feet, a rude seat ■without front or back is cut. The 
person who .attends to show the place tells the visitors 
that whoever sits in that seat, if a lady and unmarried, will 
always have the command over her future husband, and 
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the same of a l)ache!or and fcis i^e. Xo one of onr parfj 
chose to take the seat. Indeed, it- is a-sinl and tremendous 
to Ieoh at. and in mv opinion estremelv dangsrons to eSect. 

Onr nest jamits to Truro. Penryn, and Eedruth. 
At the latter little village rre got as nice and comfortable a 


dinner as ever I sat doTm to. ■Rhich ttb all three did complete 
justice to. Lastly. — e -Rent to the Land's End. vrhieh being 
ao~ards of thirtv miles from Falmoutli ve started at seven 
in the morning and had a very pleasant- day. Tie dined at 
rra grT.-^n TiliasS of Trevascart mK?i > delicfous M=b- 
During my sojourn at Falmouth a packet arrived from 
the "West Indies, in vhieh came young Georges, a smart 
boy, at that time a midshipman belonging to the Admiral's 
on the Jamaica station, he having been obliged to return 
to Europe from bad health. His fether >7 es brother-in-iaR’ 
to Sir Balph Payne, and his fercTty -Reze upon the most 
intimate terms vith mine. Hearing there vas a 3Ir. Eic^y 
in the toun, he called at my lod gin gs and "vras rejoiced to hnd 
in me an acquaintance. B-eing short- of cash, I supplied him 
■Rith sumnent to procure a seat in the stage for London, 
■srhich Hs father rep-aid me vith many Tmile I vus at 


Lisbon- 

On the iOth of Eebruary, haTing leoefred nou^e that ve 
mould s^ the next day, I immediately sent oS our baggage 
to the Hcr.cTzr. Eadv in the m-cminu of the lith ve 



Hcimard accompanying us. The vind 
vas night before ve got dear of the har- 
Ight a strong gale sprung ip, vhi-ch drove 
rate that at cayight in the mcmiug of the 
le Beck of lisb-r-n, passed over the bar at the 
Tagus by neon, anchoring in a cocpie of 
s cl-cs-e to the city. Our nassaue from Pal- 
to be cne or the shortest that had ever been 
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Mr. Hoissnrd proved of material serviec to us by his local 
knowledge, procuring far superior accommodations for us 
than we should have been able to got for ourselves. Going 
on shore in tho first boat that carno alongside tho packet, 
ho returned in little more than an hour to say ho had 
engaged apartments that ho hoped we should approve. 
Taking us on shore, he conducted us to a noble mansion 
standing upon tho point of a lofty hill called Buenos Ayres. 
It commanded a full \'icw of the city itself, of tho river and 
vessels innumerable sailing in every direction, with a distant 
view of tho bar and ships out at sea. The houso was kept 
by an old Irish widow, named Williams, and admirably 
well calculated sho was for tho situation, filling it uith equal 
advantage and credit to herself and satisfaction to her 
guests. I had a suite of spacious rooms leading from one 
to another, consisting of a capital dining hall, a handsome 
apartment for breakfasting, and superb drawing-room to 
receive company in, besides two lesser ones, an excellent 
bed-chamber, with dressing-room and all other requisites, 
tho servants’ chambers being over ours and communicating 
thereto by a private staircase. Nothing could be more 
commodious or elegant than tho whole of the establishment, 
but the expenco was enormous, and considerably increased 
by the necessity of keeping our own table, it not being 
customary for ladies to join tho general mess. 

Our fellow-passengers in the packet were a Portuguese 
gentleman, Mr. Hoissard, and a Miss Nancy Spottiswoode, 
a clever, intelligent girl, daughter or niece, I forget which, 
of an eminent attorney in London. Her father being appre- 
hensive she had symptoms of decline, sent her off to a milder 
climate, which was recommended by the faculty as the 
most likely to prevent a serious attack. 

Mrs. Hickey suffered a good deal from sea-sickness, 
though not so much as she expected. Having a strong gale 
the whole way, right aft, with a very rough sea, the motion 
of the vessel was extremely violent, but we ran at a pro- 
digious rate. 

On the sixteenth I delivered my letters, and was very 
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ccrt-fiinly improved in bcallh, but I was sorry to hoar aftOr- 
wnrcls relapsed and died the ensuing winter in the South of 
Franco. 

There wore also several other male invalids, all of whom 
assembled every morning in the coffee-room, a noble apart- 
ment sLvty-fivo feet long by thirf.y-sis %dde, commanding 
in two different directions the grandest prospects in the 
world. Here I usuall}' employed an hour or two daily in 
reading English and other newspapers and admiring the 
bcauf.iful Ecenciy’ from the windows. It was, however, a 
great drawback to ray amusement to observe several of the 
invalids daily sinking into the grave, yet notwithstanding 
(his was too e^^clcnt to every person who looked at them, 
the victims themselves seemed unconscious of their danger. 

I could not help feeling extremely interested for one very 
elegant 3'oung man wiio stood in this class. His name w'as 
Richardson, only tw'o-and-twenty years of age and in pos- 
session of a largo estate in Devonshire. His patriotic zeal 
had induced him to take an active part in training a newly 
raised corps of Militia, in the performance of which duty he 
exposed himself to more hardships than he had strength of 
constitution to bear, sleeping in a tent in damp and swampy 
situations, which produced first cold and cough, then ten- 
dency to consumption. The physicians, pursuing the 
customary routine, began their operations at his own house, 
then ordered him to Bristol hot wells, and finally to Lisbon, 
where he had been two months when we arrived. He grew 
gradually w'eaker and weaker, so much so that at last he 
with difficulty could crawl from his bed-chamber to the 
coffee-room assisted by the arm of his servant, yet, although 
reduced to that miserably languid state, and having become 
an absolute skeleton, ho thought not of death. On the con- 
trary, ho talked with confidence of future plans that he 
intended carrying into effect, remarking that as he did not 
think he had derived any material benefit from the climate 
of Lisbon he would return home for the summer months, 
and if it proved necessary that he again should move he 
would try Italy, and this he said at a time when I used to 
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look at him -nith the most anxiotts alarm from actoaHy 
ezpectmg every moment to behold hiTn fall from his chair 
a corpse. When we had been at the hotel about a month, 
his servant, entering his room to open the window shutters 
one morning, found him laying half out of bed, his head 
on the floor, quite dead, and he must have been so some 
hours, the body being cold and stifl. 

Mr. Hoissard telling me a carriage was an indispensable 
requisite at Lisbon, I hired one by the month. In form 
it was like an English one-horse chaise, had a hood with 
curtains to draw close in front, two wheels, and a pair of 
horses which were driven by a coachman who sat upon a 
small bos just above their rumps. Altogether it is an easy 
and pleasant enough conveyance. Contrary to the rule 
observed as to driving with us, the Portuguese always 
keep the right-hand side of the street or road, the reason for 
which I never could learn. 

The first time that Charlotte and I went abroad in this 
vehicle the driver, upon turning out of a narrow lane into 
a handsome square, suddenly stopped, and drew our curtains 
quite close. Me then quicMy descended from the box, 
falling upon his knees in the midst of the mud and dirt. At 
that instant we heard a loud singing, when peeping through 
a round glass about the size of a crown-piece I perceived a 
procession of priests, one of whom bore aloft a figure of our 
Saviour upon the Cross. Each priest had a lifted wax 
candle in his hand and all joined in a solemn dirge. I ob- 
served every psissenger knelt down whilst the procession 
passed, devoutly crossing themselves. Carriages of every 
description likewise stopped. When gone by to a distance 
of about one hundred yards, onr coachman opened the 
curtains, resumed his seat, and, crossing his breast with his 
finger, drove on. 

I afterwards learnt that this was called the elevation of 
the host, a ceremony frequently occurring in Catholic 
towns, and that all- persons, no matter how high his rank, 
are bound to stop and kneel as the procession passes. I 
was further told that had any of the fanatical priests or 
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to leam that no Indiaman would sail at the soonest in lees 
than three months, sad news for me whose cash ran very • 
low. Being without remedy I endeavomed to make the 
best of the matter that Charlotte might not discover my 
cause of uneasiness. We therefore spent our time gaily, the 
mornings in viewing the curiosities of the city, contem- 
plating the numerous mementoes that still remained of the 
horrid devastations made by the fatal earthquake in 1765, 
and the remainder of the day in pleasant society. We also 
went upon parties formed by Mrs. Walpole or Mrs. Warden 
to the different Royal palaces and principal noblemen’s 
castles, especially those of Cintra and other beautiful spots 
within twenty miles of the capital, these excursions being 
made in carriages, on horseback, and donkeys (asses), the 
latter animals being exclusively for the ladies’ use. 

One of the greatest attractions for strangers, and which 
we went to view, is the famous and stupendous aqueduct 
of Alcantara, which conveys a fine stream of excellent 
spring water through two lofty mountains and over a wide 
and deep bottom of a valley to the heart of Lisbon. The 
height and width of* the centre arch over the said valley 
is said to be such as to admit the largest ship in the British 
Navy completely rigged, and with every sail set, to pass 
under it. This magnificent work struck me with surprize 
and pleasure, while the dreadful havoc committed by the 
earthquake above alluded to created only melancholy re- 
flections. 

The churches in Lisbon are all magnificent and more 
splendidly decorated than those of any other country I 
have ever been in. We frequently went to hear high Mass 
at the church where the King, Queen, and all branches of 
the Royal Family were present, sitting within a few feet of 
them. Their Majesties appeared wrapped up in their devo- 
tions, but not so the Prince and junior branches, who seemed 
to be much more engaged in looking at the strangers and 
making observations to each other than by their prayers. 

At the commencement of Lent the theatres, opera house, 
and every other place of public entertainment were closely 
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DETENTION AT LISBON AND THE STAKT FOR INDIA 

O N the 20th of the month the Phcebe frigate, commanded 
by Sir William Burnaby, arrived in the Tagus with 
Commodore Johnston on board on his return from the Cape 
of Good Hope, after his successful attack upon and capture 
of a number of Dutch ships that had sought to shelter them- 
selves in Saldanha Bay, in which he gained more credit 
than by his disgraceful battle with the French squadron 
under Admiral Sufifren in Port Praya Bay, and which 
occurred on his way out. The Commodore left the fleet that 
had been under his command to proceed to England with 
the prizes, whilst he, striking his pennant -in the line-of- 
battle ship, hoisted it on board the Pho^e and ran into 
Lisbon for the purpose of marrying Miss Charlotte Dee, 
a fine woman, but rather masculine both in person and 
mind. 

It was considered very extraordinary that Commodore 
Johnston should select Sir William Burnaby’s ship for such 
a duty, it being generally known throughout the fleet that 
they were not upon terms, so far otherwise that the Commo- 
dore had more than once threatened to bring Sir William 
to a court martial for disrespectful and contemptuous treat- 
ment of him as his superior officer whilst upon actual service. 
On the other hand, Sir William denied the charge in pointed 
terms, avowing, however, without any sort of reservation, 
his contempt for the Commodore, and that he was deter- 
mined the moment he ceased to be his commanding officer to 
call him to a personal account for his tyranny and ungentle- 
manlike behaviour towards him upon several pccasions. 
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The day after the Commodore arrived he did me the 
honour of a visit, telling, me my father was one of his oldest 
friends. He brought with him Mr. Henry Warre, who was 
second mate of the Seahorse Indiaman when I went out in 
her in the year 1777, but was then first lieutenant of the 
fiagship, and had the Commodore’s promise to get him made 
a post-captain on their retmm to England, and he kept his 
word, Mr. Warre now being an Admiral. 

After sitting an hour with Mrs. Hickey and me, Warre 
whispered the Commodore, who thereupon looked at his 
watch, sa 3 dng, “ You are right, Harry, and I thank you for 
reminding mo, for I have been so well entertained here that 
I forgot what ought to bo uppermost in my mind.” He then 
took his leave, going, as I afterwards found, from my 
lodgings to the English Ambassador’s chapel, where he was 
immediately joined in wedlock to the dashing Charlotte Dee. 

The same morning Sir William Burnaby, to whom I had 
been introduced by my brother some years before, called to 
see me. Upon my mentioning the visitor who had pre- 
ceded him, he gave me a long and minute account of his 
quarrels with Commodore Johnston, whom he abused in 
the most violent terms, declaring his determination to spit 
in his face when out of commission, which must happen upon 
his reaching England, Captain Sutton, who commanded a 
ship of his fieet, being resolved to bring him to trial for 
cowardice or something worse in the action with Sufiren. 
“ But,” continued Sir William, “ I shall take good care to 
chastise him properly before Sutton’s attack. I’ll make the 
scoundrel fight me, for want of personal courage is not 
amongst his faults.” 

The wedding dinner was given at Mr. Walpole’s, all the 
principal English of the factory being invited by the Am- 
bassador. Mrs. Walpole -had let my Charlotte into the 
secret, but I knew nothing of the occasio. 
ment until I saw the happy 
cloth was removed, the Comm»- 
Sir William Burnaby, said, “ ' 
it would suit your own 
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wish to sail early to-morrow morning.” To which Sir William 
with great formality replied, “The PAce&e, sir, is always 
ready to perform the public duty. She can sail, if such be 
your order, in an hour, and waits only your directions as 
commanding officer.” 

Mrs. Johnston, who was present at this short conversa- 
tion, directly said she could not leave Lisbon for some 
days, and therefore Sir William Burnaby need not hurry 
himself to prepare his ship. Whereupon the Commodore 
with considerable warmth said, “We must, my dear 
Mrs. Johnston, embark to-night and sail at daybreak 
to-morrow.” “My dear Mr. Johnston,” retorted the 
new-made bride, “ I beg leave to assure you that I will 
neither embark to-night nor sail at daybreak, or at any other 
time to-morrow.” “ By God, madam,” said the Commo- 
dore, “ but you must and shall. His Majesty’s ship must not 
be detained at the caprice of any woman.” / “ By God, sk,” 
replied the high-mettled damsel, “ I cannot and, what’s 
more, I will not stir from Lisbon untU it is my will and 
pleasure so to do. As to His Majesty’s ship and its being 
detained or dispatched, I neither know nor care one straw 
about the matter. Everything relative to her, I presume, 
depends upon you at present. She is your ship, but be 
pleased to recollect, sir, that I am your wife / ” speaking 
the last sentence in a very sarcastic manner, intending, no 
doubt, to reproach him for his base treatment of a very 
respectable, accomplished, and worthy woman whom he 
had debauched when quite a child, who had home him two 
sons, and conducted herself in the most irreproachable 
manner, being also an exemplary mother. Itwas notoriously 
known that he had over and over again promised to many 
her. Even when setting out upon the expedition to the 
Cape of Good Hope he gave her his sacred word of honour 
to make her his wife upon his return. His squadron touch- 
ing ait Lisbon outward bound he there saw Miss Charlotte 
Dee, became desperately enamoured, proposed, was ac- 
cepted conditionally, that is, if he came to complete his offer 
on his way back from the Cape. He did so, as I have already 
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rrhtctl, uniting hinipclf to n bold girl young enough to bo bis 
f^inddaughler, thus to his ctornnl slmnic nnd dLsgraco for- 
feiting the solemn promise to the much injured mother of his 
childix'n, 5 circumstance \vith whicli Miss Dee was said to 
lx? well acquainted. By this infamous conduct, however, 
ho condemned himself to misery for the remainder of his life, 
his Portuguese bride proving as errant a termagant and 
tyrant as ever unhappy husband was tied to, and no human 
creature pitying him. They sailed for England in the 
frigate on the 2-lth of the month. 

About ten days after this unjust connection was effected, 
the expedition p.ackct came in from Falmouth. She was 
commanded by Captain Bratbwnite, a rough seaman of 
Ilercuican fonn, an old and intimate friend of Mrs. Williams 
who hod for many years mado it a rule upon his arrival at 
Lisbon each voyage to give her a hearty kiss, and the 
same on liLs departure for England. I happened to bo 
present when he entered the house. Walking up to the 
joll}* hostess, ho took her into his arms, giving her a W’arm 
embrace. The salutations being over, she cried out wth 
great indignation, “ Would you believe it possible, my dear 
Brathwaitc, that old vagabond ra.scal, that good-for- 
nothing Johnston, has married tho tartar, Charlotte Deo, 
j-our favourite for the last twenty years, and has just carried 
her off with him to England ? ” “ Has he, by God 1 ” 

replied Brathwaitc. “Why, then. Insincerely hope, and 
make no doubt, ere long his forehead will bo ornamented 
with as many antlers as there are piles,” pointing down to 
an embankment for a wharf that was preparing on tho 
beach at tho foot of tho hill on which the hotel stood. 

In Afarch I was introduced to Air. Luis Barrotto, a man 
endowed by nature with extraordinary talents and elegant 
address, though under tho unfavourable circumstance of 
an extremely dark sldn, indeed nearly black. Ho was the 
descendant of a Portuguese race that had for upwards of a 
century been settled with much credit upon tho coast of 
Malabar in tho East Indies, and woro all opulent. Mr. Luis 
Barretto was born under tho British Government, being a 
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native of Bombay, at TTMcb place he "vras brought np by his 
father. Being eady initiated in trade, and being actire 
and diligent in commercial pnr s ni ts, he, -srhilst yet a stripling, 
amassed considerable Tvealth, as had likewise an elder 
brother, Mr. Joseph Bairetto, by similar means, vdth the 
highest' reputation for int ^rity, at Galcntta, in Bengal, 
vhere he had established himself. The spirit of enteiprize 
that had always predominated in Luis Bairetto, induced 
him to engage in a speculation of vast magnitude. It was 
that of lurrying on an exchange of produce from eveiy part 
of Europe with India through the medium of Portugal, 
and under the flag of that nation, then at peace with all the 
world. But being well aware how jealous the French were, 
and the rigidness withwhich that rival of England scrutinized 
the traffic conducted by neutral powers, he determined to 
use every possible precaution in order to avoid either seizure 
orsuspidon. InthelatterendoftlxB year 1781 he purchased 
a ship called the Hornby, constructed and built at Bombay 
under the immediate eye of the then GovEmor,who honoured 
it with his own name. A str o n ger or more complete vessel in 
every respect never was launched in any country in the worid. 
Her burthen was npwards of eleven hundred tons. When he 
made the purchase she was nearly new, having been o5 the 
stocks only a few montbs. He afterwards changed the na m e 
of his ship to that of The Baynha De Pcuiugal, in compliment 
to the Queen. 

2Jr. Bairetto one morning took me on board the EayrJia 
He Portag'd, and a most commodious and beautiful sh^ 
I found her. In this visit- we were accompanied by a 
2 Jt. Moore, an Endisb gentleman who had recently been at 
tbe head of theGompanws marine at Bombay.in wHcbsitua- 
tion be bad established his character as a first-rate seaman. 
After this virit to the ship I spoke to Mr. Bairetto respecting 
his letting me accommodation for myself, Mrs. HickBy, and 
two servants, to India, which he said I m^ht have, hut that 
Ue should not- sail for at i^st three mont^ to come. 

I had now the misery to see the health of my darling 
Chariotte in a declining state, and that, too, without any 



Mr. Hoi'-^nTx! hnvjiif.'; lu-nril »if our rv-ttini, r.'iint* 1o invito 
u*- t/> two rtlifioiiR r^'rvmotiit-TJ whirh lie* raid woro well 
wortli our ntton(.i«in. 'J'lu' fin-t wn.« on Miiundy 'J’hiirrdny, 
whfj) We r.tw the Qu(-on, in rninnu-inor.-ilion of tho humility 
v! €>ur /iHtJ K-n-iowr, riw-h ihr feet ol n uiimhcr of poor 
l«<rron«, nft/-nvnrtl*< waiting iijmuj thorn and aupplying 
(heir wnnt« during a dinner given (o thorn in n large hall of 
the palace. 

The other rpoctaclo wna by far the grnndopt. I over hehold. 
It wnj5 a oolchmtion of (he Re.<;urn‘ 0 (ion of our Saviour on 
Ka^tor pay |H>rfoniied in (he richest, church of Lishon. 
Ahoui eight o’clotdt !n (he morning of ISastor Pay Mr. Hois- 
ranl conducted ua to the churcl), where we woro placed 
in a gallery that commanded (ho whole interior of the 
building. During Ix?nt ovei^' place of public worship if 
hung with black cloth, but the church wo wore in w’n.s 
peculiarly magnificent, tho different altars and recesses being 



S84 


MEMOIRS OF WILLIAM HICKEY 


hid from the sight by very full curtains of black velvet, 
daylight being totally excluded by similar curtains, and 
the church faintly illuminated by large wax candles in 
immense massy gold and silver stands. 

After the performance of a solemn High Mass, at the 
instant the Resurrection is supposed to take place, a small 
shrill hell rung amidst the most profound silence, no other 
sound being heard, when quick as thought, like the best 
executed change of scene in a pantomime, the whole of the 
mourning furniture was drawn down, the curtains thrown 
open, a blaze of light from brilliant sunshine burst in upon 
us, and at the same moment an admirable band of music, 
consisting of full four hundred performers, instrumental and 
vocal, struck up a grand and sublime anthem. The efiect 
is far beyond my powers of description ; it actually made 
my blood thrill, seeming to electrify the whole audience. 
Many burst into tears involuntarily, while several ladies 
fainted. My Charlotte escaped with a good fit of crying, 
afterwards telling me she never cotdd have had an idea of 
anything so awfully grand and affecting. I certainly never 
shall forget the impression it made upon me. 

On the 2nd of April two English frigates came in from 
Gibraltar : the Cerberv^, commanded by Captain Marm, 
and the Apollo, Captain Hamilton. In the latter I found 
a former playmate and brother Westminster, a son of the - 
famous Lady Ann Hamilton. He expressed sincere joy 
at the meeting and renewal of our acquaintance. In the 
course of conversation I learnt that he had brought with 
him another esteemed friend of mine. Captain William 
Cuppage of the Royal Artillery, whom I had known from 
his early infancy as an 61eve and protege of Mr. Burke’s. 
My satisfaction in thus unexpectedly meeting Cuppage 
f7as considerably damped at seeing him a cripple, incapable 
of moving except by the aid of crutches. It arose from the 
explosion of a shell whilst he was upon duty in the garrison 
of Gibraltar, which carried away the fleshy part of his 
thigh, dreadfully injuring his leg also, so that the latter 
was contracted and drawn up into a position nearly hori- 
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that all she desired was to expire in my arms or. under my 
protection. By argument and mild persuasion I at last 
prevailed on her, and she consented to do whatever I re- 
quired. For this aoquiescenoe I was in a great measure 
obliged to the friendly interference of Dr. Hare, Sirs. Walpole 
and other of our acquaintances at Lisbon, who all exerted 
themselves to convince Mrs. Hickey of the necessity there 
was for our separation, at least for a time. I immediately 
engaged a passage for her and her servant on board the 
ICtng George packet, commanded by Captain Wauchope, 
who treated her during the voyage like a fond parent. 
Nothing coiild exceed his kindness. 

Upon our arrival at Lisbon one of our first visitors was 
Mr. Thomas Hickey, a portrait painter, Avith whom my 
family had been acquainted and done him some service 
in his profession, but I had never before seen or heard of 
him. After introducing himself and mentioning the obli- 
gations he lay under to my father and brother, he told me 
that he had been taken prisoner by the combined fleets of 
France and Spain on board an outward bound East India- 
man, in which he had embarked with an intention to follow 
his business in the Company’s settlements; that having 
obtained permission from the Spanish Government to return 
to England, he had gone from Cadiz to Lisbon by land, in 
order to proceed from the latter place in a packet, but on 
his reaching Lisbon he had so much employment that he 
had remained there to very good account, had painted most 
of the English ladies and gentlemen, and was then engaged 
upon the portraits of several Portuguese of rank. He 
occupied four handsome rooms on the ground floor of 
Mrs. Williams’s hotel. 

■\Wien Dr. Hare pronounced the necessity of my Char- 
lotte’s leaving me, I applied to my namesake to paint hex 
picture for me in oil colours. He made a good likeness, 
though strongly marked with the melancholy depicted in 
her countenance, at the time she sat, from the thoughts of 
parting. As she insisted upon having my portrait to take 
with her, I sat, he making an admirable representation of 




